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PREFACE

The perilod from 1824% to 1865 was a most critical one
in the history of the United States, It was during those
years that issues of groat magnitude arose. After a period
of discussion, views crystallized and finally became fundae
nmental beliefs in the minds of the peoplo of both the
Horth and the Scuths The rosult of these beliefs culmine
ated in the Civil Var, Tho issues were concérned chiefly
with the question of states! rights, the protective tariff,
and, last but net least, with that of African slavery.

In Virginla, which had been the first of the English
colonies in America, and where much had been contributed
to the formation of the American government, these years
were ones of greal imports The people of the state were
intonsoly interested in the problems wvhich confronted the
country andy as othors, Virginians reached certain basic
boliefs concerning these problemss

Tha crystallization'cf views into firm beliefs can
bo attributed in no small measure to the writings of the
times Tho litorature of an age 18 closely interwoven
vith the histoery thon being unfolded, and momontucus issues
alvays find a proninent place in the novels, essays, and
other forms of literary expression. lMen of lettersy through
thelr writings, aro potent factors in shaping the beliefs
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of readers. These authors also render z valuable contri-
bution in their review and intarpretatidn of history of
the past vhich hags a definite relationship on the issuecs
under discussion, |

One issue in which Virginians were kaénly interested,
and in vhich ﬁhay had great stakes, was that of African |
slavery. Tho contributions of Virginials litaréry song
on this subject are oft times overlookeds Their viows ine
flvenced tho thinking of many Virginiens.

The purposes of this study arai

(1) to select somo of tho leading pro-slavery and
anti-glavery writers of the perlod,

(2) %o determine which views thoy set forth in specifie
works,

(3) to point out eartain similarities in the viecws of
writers on oach side of the slavery question,

(1) to poini out the differences in vievs betuean the
pro=glavery and antieslavery writers.
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CHAPTER I
PRO=SLAVERY WRITERS

GECRGE TUCKER

Ihg Yalley of Shenandoah, written by Goorge Tucker in
182¥3 gave & picﬁure of lifa in the repion near the IHlue
Ridge Mountains, In this novel the mastor had dled and
left tho famlly in deop debt, and, while the fertunes ware
not too goody yot a good pic%ﬁra of slavery was produced
in the trying times through vhich the family passed.

vorthy of note was the great affoction which %he'élaves
had,both in good days and bad days, for the nistress and
for hor growm son and daughtor. Evidence of this vwas
given by the workers as thoy s%rippea tho long blades from
the corn whilo they sang songs which had a smack of poetry
and which were natural expressions, The main thema, howe
every vas that of praise o§ the master and gratitude Tor
his goodness and kindness. As the young master roturned
from a stay at collegey oll the slaves in the grain fiecld
walecmadzhim with joy and called outy "My master, my young
mastorl" Those who camo ¢lose grasped his hand, and it
was evident that all ware overjoyed %o seo hims As ho

1. Oeorge Tucker, 7 Yalloyv Shenandoah (Few Yorls
C. Viley 521@) Ir ‘3%3 % . i

C
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turned to tho shed an old darky put down E}s tools and
totterod to the younpg mon %o welcome him. . When one old
darky heard that the estate was to bo sold for debts, his
first concern wasgnet for himsélf but for the fate of his
boloved mistress,

The eare vhich the fomily lavished on the slaves was
evident. Upon his return the young master did not delay
in visiting the eablin of Granny Mott; now quite aged, who
had beon Bdwardls childhood nurse., Ho asked goliciiously
about hepr welfare, and sho replied that the oversesr had
stinted hor in the supply of wood, bui, because éf the
gwcﬁn&zs of the mistress, the supply had lafer been nmade
amplas, The aged wormn blessed her master and was glad do
see him once more on the plantatlons Tdwerd made it a
apeclal point to go up and groot one young lagro boy who
had beon his playmate but vho had now besn sent to the
field for a nlsdemeanor, Just a shoke of the hand resiored
the slave to a former joyy and his face 1ighted with hap-
pines3*7 That the slaves felt themselves to be an integral
part of the family was evident from their actions, Dollo,
running out o greet a returning mistress, spcke with
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the freedom of ono brought up in the familyga WYhen the
fanily fortune had declined to a low ebb, the coachman
put his best foot forward by shining and polishing the
carriage bocauss ha wanted the family's appoarance to ba
ths same as whon a large fortune was theirseg Many of
tho slaves had a great pride in the work they porformed
and, in turn, taught this carefully to their children.

The slaves were composed chiefly of two classes. Ono
group worked about the house, and the cther group worked
in the fields. Tho house sorvanis were better clothed and
fod than these of the field and even more intelligent,
Thoy tended to look down upon tho field laborers as ine
foriors, It was consildered a disgrace to be sent from the
house %o the field and {rom gga living quarters of the big
house to the slave quarters, As & vhole, tho servents
were all well clad, clsan, and had their wool ccmbed ale
most straighte |

Xﬁ eonversation with the guesty the young masiter ox-
rrossed freoely his feelings about the institution of
slavorye. Thisg he felty; was an ovil both morally and
politiecally, but, ho addedglghaya vag no remedy which vas
no% worse than the disoaso. It would be folly to think
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of freooing the slaves and permitiing them to continue to
dwell in our country. This would probably renew the

scones of Santo Demingos There wasg not yet any yractieai
scheme for sending the Nogross abroad, To rid the cone
tinent of such a largs part of the population was not pose
sibles It was inconsistent,; so argued tho mastor, %o cone
fer on the Fegroes those rights which would endanger all
others, Slavery thorefore, seamed a disease vhich admilied
no Curgs

The disadvantages of such servitude were many, Hot
only did 1% check wealth and was offensive to jJustice, 12
but 1t also was injurlious to morals and dangerous to paace.
The average profits from slevery were fow and for euch
‘master whe derived profit, thore were two cr three who
barely made ends maeta‘

The situaltion of the slavos, howvever, wes not as bad
as some imagined, These black folks were botter supplied
vith the necessities of 1life than the laboring class in
any ccuntry outside America, The slaves had their plosse
ures and enjoyments according to thelr stctions and drow
as mach happiness with as fow drawbacks as any class., 7The
whole orror in the thinking on this subjoct was that the
whito man gut himgelf in tho situation of the Sl&VQal
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It should be remombered that thase peoplo were born slaves
and there was as much differonce in thelr fae%%ngs as bow
tween onc born with sight and ore born blind, Slavs
labor differed little from free man's labory and tho
visitor f£rom the FRorth said pe hag never seen more willing
lzborgrs than on this plantations -
Tho great mischief of slavery was visited on the whites
for this gavo then idleness and this, In turng provided
timo for gaming and drinking. Poually as bad was the bee
1ief of the vhite peopla that labor itself was degrading,
gnd so they wonld not perform tho simplest tasks for thome
éelvesn . }
| - The saddest scenes in slavery came when the Negroes
hed to be solds In this ease 1t had beon necassitated by
the deep debt into which the family had fallen, The
scones showed with a great clarity tho relationship bow
tuwoen mastor and slave. The slaves weorso steeped in sad- .
ness when they were to be sold, However, thelr hopas vere
raizsed whon they were told no separation would be nade 47
at all possible. The mistress wes indesd gratified that
one person bought the slavas as a unit for this prevented

tho saparetion drocded by mistress and slaves alike, In a

1%, dDides De Olta
15 g b g




e

kindly manner the mistress conforted a slave who was ape
prohensive about a future 1life in Ceorgia.

The nigtress chowad consideration for the slaves ab
the ©imo of the sales Sha called them te her in a group
and explaincd she was selling them to 2 good persens Sone
wished to remain in Virginia, and theso were noteds Then
shae gave to each a passassign of hers which wonld help to
ocase the pangs of par%ingal

Gaorge Tuckar prassnted a sad and vivid pleture of
the slaves who vers solde Tach was made to ascend a fohle
unless a whole fanily gas being sold end then the group
romained on the floor, Those hurans wore sot up fov
gale llke catile or horses, and 1t was this exreriens
which was the worst a slave had to suffor. IXofors thﬁé
he had Lfell hirgelf a member of the family, tut then he
wag an oubecast, It was at This time that slave felt the
bittorness §§ his 1ot and his insicnificance as & monmber
of saciety@ Some FHogroes vwept aloud and sadneoss was

visible on ths faces of all,

' JOH PENDLETON KENNEDY
Swalloy Barn, published in 1832, by John Pendleton
Kennedy, had as 1ts sub-title A Sojourn in thg 01d Donine

e ibide, II, 200,
17¢ 4biles Ds 206
18! zﬁ.’ .




Jons Tho book is not a novel., The author visited a plane
tation of Virginia‘and tried to reproduce an accurate
picture of plaigatisn life in the aarly part of the eipghte
eenth century, Many phases of plantation life were
deseribed, but 1t was the'purpcse of the study to view
slavery on such a plantation with particular emphasis on
éha relationships which existed between the slaves and

the master and the master's feeling concorning the instie
tution of slavery.

The slaves lived in rathor primitive homes, GCarden
patches were attachedy however, to cach cabin and such
vegetables as cymblings, cucumbers, sweet poggtoes, vator=
melons, and cabbage grew in great abundanca, There was
plenty of domostieated poultry about the cabins, and a
visitor would readily see that, though the slaves might
have homes with fegiluxurias, they did have a2 varicty and
abundanco of food,.

There was probably no place in the rocords of slavery
vhere such a spirit of friendliness and love existed bee
tveon congueror and conquered as here on the Virginia
Y. Tonnedy was not born in Virginia, but ho vas tho son
of Naney Pendleton of the distinpuished Pendleton family
of Virginia, His book was written after vacations spent

on & plantation in the state, and hence his work was ine
cluded in this study.

20, John P, Kennedy, Swallow Barp (New York: G. P
Putnan and Cosy 1632) po FHOeert T

210 L
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plantaticns, The slaves felt thomselves to bo an integral
part of the master's famlly and tho case and familiarity
with which they Jjoined the family at times was indeed roe-
vealings One ovening the master’s famlly staged a play,
and 014 Caroy had takon & part by supplying the sound ef-
fects, Uhen these stopped, the actors called for mora.
Carcy thon called out, "It's no use, Master Hed, tgg £TY~
ing pan's got colds It won'!t make no more noise." Hs .
had heated the pan and brought it to tho door and then
supplied tho lard for the sound effects, Many other darke
les stoed in the deorways and windows to watch the pore
formance. Vhon daneing was in pragress,‘it ¥as a common
sight to see the darkies gathered to watch the dancers of
the Virginia reel or the minuet, It was also customary
to have tho slaves stand with the famlly to bid visitors
hail or good«bye.

The affections botweon the Nogro children and the
whito children wvas naticaable; The youngest son of the
master had a playmate, Deelzebub, of the same age, and
thesa two were 1nseparah19§~ A happy pictﬁré was prosented
when the uncle of the white boy hinted that he might talke
the ﬁwo youths fishing., The boys postered him with ques-
tions and piaase Whon ke Informed the youths they were

ma§ Ps 99
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ready to goy the little darky tumbled in merriment over
the grass, When the necsssary equipment was ready, the
trlo ventured forth. Eeelzggub and his playmate led the
way Jabbering all the time, :

The fine colts of the estate had been commitied to
tho care of 01d Carey and 1t was the custom of the masioer
to hold econsultations with the darly which were, in reality,
debates: Carey thought he lmew more on the subject than
his master and frequent discussions had brought about a
familiarity betwoen the two, At times the darky used a
forco of assertion which caused the master to give up his
grounds At times the master laughed at thls and let the
old man have his way remarking, "Faithful old cur, he has
not many years to live, s0 it does no harm to humor him,"

24

The old Negro coachman, who hold a place of importance,
did not hesitate to be kind to the young ladies of the
family and he spoke to them in a tone which showed how
largely he partook of the family interest. He did not,
however, fail to leg them know that he bowed but litile
to their suthority,.

The lot of the slave gseomed to be a happy ono on the
plantation,s Evidences of joy were shown as the washwomen .

TEidey pe 107
Thide; pe 38,
.¢, Pa 21,60
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sang as they rubbed and rinsed the clothes, and thallittle
ones turned semarsgglﬁs and pushed each other on the §lc%hes
spread out to dry. -

The master was a kind - and considerete person and that
tho slaves approciated this as was shown in thelr affocte
icn for hime, As a resulty there vas contentment and hape
piness in his domains In his regard for the slaves the
masteor froquently visited each individual cabin and sav
personally to the welfare of each. ilot only did he inspect
the 1living quarters, but he elso reliesved their wants, Do
ing a wise porscn, he did not leave the overscor to be
the supreme authority fory as he explained, few men had
the tomper to administer wholesoue laws to any population,
It was the custon of the sglaves to ask a boon as the masier
vﬁgitad the cabins and these he grantod or rafgged in such
a manner that there was no occasion to murmur, The
familiar relations which existed botwoen slave and master
‘came as a surprise to the autharagha had .expected to
see the slaves ssvorely treatoed, Cn the contrary, he
had found the slaves happy in the possession of a kind
master. Kennedy said that in a soparate nationsl existe
once with culfivation and self-dependence, the Fegroes

Z2ides Do 298
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might beocome @ more respoctabla people, but Kennedy was
sure that thgg would nover be happiler than he found them
in Virginia, = While 4t was true that abuses weore some
tines heard of in Virginia, yot these were not common and
no doubt the opprossion of epprentices, seamon or soldiers
might be as much in some countries.

It was the nature of the Hegro to be gay of heart and
during the harvest soason this gafety wes displayed by 2oll
night dancing. Hest slaves tended to be goodwnatured,
careless, light-hearted, and happy. They liked gports such
as hunting and trappings lore enjoyment, said Pendlobony
was scatiered thrangh a day's occupation of & slave than
any laboring peaplegs |

Pendleton observed that tho Negro wags parasitical and
was dependent on the white race. Ho was dopendent on the
guidance and diroetion of the master to procure even tho
most indisponsable nocessitios, With the helplessness of
a child, he was without foresight and thrifi. ~T§lsu¢h
poople broad emancipation would be cruel indeed, Tha
master set forth his vievs on slavery vwhich gave & good
clue s to tho reasoning of like owners. Slavery, he bow
liovedy was wholly without justification or defense and
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32
was wrong theorofically as well as moraily, Howevar, the

slaves had beon placed under the care of the whiles and it
was their duty to gake servitude as tolerable as possibis.
It would bo a hazard to free these szlaves and place then
in worse bondage and cortainly violant remcval or goneral
amancipation would do thiss The consequences of frooing
tuoc or throe million peopley so dependent and helpless,
would b disastrous, Vhan the proper means was found Lo
givs theze poople thelir freedom, the master would assist
in the plan, bui, for the meanitima,; tho owners sﬁad it to
the slaves 9 give them kind treatment,

Slaves were not given oruel treatmant, They were il
ighed as dlsorderly persons in 2ll socleties were punished,
and stabistics of ecrimo aﬁﬁ#yﬁnishmant compared favorably
with any other pepulation. On plantations, however, the
punishnent was marked as a porscnal act of the master
vhaoreas in othor plaaes'punishmsnt went free of 111 will
and was charpged to justlice itsalf, Laws werou set up to
punish cruelty in masters. These were not neoded, however,
for o man was unable Lo hold up his head or keep his reputate
 fon in the commmity if 1t were known that he was ertil to

sy De 455,
ey Do li'55a
9; Pe U457,
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his slaves.

On the question of cmancipation, the Virginla planter
believed it belonged to the slave helders themselves, and
they congidered interference from others a3 uﬁwarranteé¢
As owmers of slavos only the masters were able to deal of-
factively vith enanelipetion, Cutziders would be nislod
by feeling agalnst slavery or by an insufficient knovledge
of tho institution. Tho mesters hed overy motive to use
colm and prudent counsel for their fomilies® fortunce and
lives vwere involved. loreover the comaon wenlth itzell was
at stake in this problem of amaneigaﬁion;a Contrary to
the beliaf of many in the North, there were some iun the
Seuth who did not regard slavery as elther fnir op profite
able. In tho meanting, the only course which tho South
could pursus wvags to encourage naburol conitentmont of the
slaves.

% wnn advocated that lavs should be set up which would
regilate and recognize marriape and the reladicns of tho
fandly smong the Hegroes, Laws were needed %o rospect the
bonds of husband and wife and of paront and child, For
no reascn showld the gseparation of familiss be peormiticds

Rennedy's vieus on slavery on a Virginia plantaiion
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woro the agbepted cnes during the period before slavarys

became & bitter iosua betweon the Horth and the South,

THOMAS Ro DEW

Thomas R, Dew was a pro-slavery man, and he was also
ong of the baat writers on the sla?ary question in the
Sauth,w In his work, An Esspy on Silavery, vwhich was {irst
given as part of a debate in the Virginia Legmulatura 1031w
1832, he not only dealt with slavery as it then existed in
the sSouth, but he alse gave an historiecal background of
the institution. From this, as well as the time in which
he lived, ho drew many of his able argunents. |
| Dew pointed out that slavory was then existent in ail
parts of ﬁthSauth and was closely woven into the fabric
of sociotye. The deterninant factors in deciding whether
the mastor and slave could be soparated and if the Nogro
vas to go forvard in civilization, must be approaaheal
with the idea that infinite study would be requirade
Because of Nat Turnor?s insurrection, in which from sizty

to soventy people were killed, many Virginians wished to

4o
abolish the systom of slavory. Pointing out that those

anclis B, Simkins, A History of the South (Mew
Ebrkz Knepf) 1993, pe 1013? =
39, Jay Be Luﬁﬁalla The | aumg in Anmgriecsn L{gﬁ?sﬁggps
% ; =1900 (Durham, Horth Carolina: Dulie UNiversity 1ress,
9 Da 14'?5@
40 Thomas Re Dow, An ] gsav on 3lavery (Richmend, Vae!
Je Eﬁ an%§tphg 1849) o,
- &
Y. TDT ey De 13‘5
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who so wighed were doing so too quickly, Dow reminded them
that such a plan would give the Fegroes the ldea that
libveration was the price of igsurraeﬁion¢ Tnlg ggaling
would but Ineite fubure vprisings of the slaves, It was
the Tecomendation that Virginia consult the other slave
states as to thoir views, Time was also nooded to give
tho péﬁ@ie of Virginia ﬁh opportunity tc-chonﬁﬁ 8 legls.
lsburs to hendle this 211 important quostion, Preovicus
plans for abolition had not been carefully made and had
baen based on egnclnsiuns not true, xﬁ theso vero emxscubed,
the result would have rulnous effecis, Aftor a garelu
study, iﬁ wag the bolief of tho muthop that é&y plans to
liberate the slaves and deport them weuld be a ealanliy;
gny plan ﬁ; freo them and keop them in %hiﬁscauntry would
be fraught with grave porlil Yo both races,

With the feeling that many opposed slavery begause 4t
was not in aceard vith Chrdstianity and also becsuse sonn
looksd upon it as a reoeent development, Dew pointed out
that these facts wvare not trves In ancient times nearly
all peoples had slaves, and when the world’s best governe

meny existed slavery was found theras Slavery wac comron
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at Troy during the time of ﬁge solpge, and tho Romans made
slaves of conquered people. Indeed the inggaimn of
Dritain vas made to procuve slaves for DRones fapgusius
Caesar enslaved 36,000 of the people of Salassii which hs
conquered, and Aristotle upheld slavery and aﬁvcaatgg its
continuance in the formation of his ldeal ropublie, The
children of Israel enslaved people and-waré in turn enslaved
by otharss Vritings found in the Bible appeared to have
approved slavery for Abraham was the ocwmoer of hundreds of
slaves, and temples have been crocted by the labor of these
ﬁarkﬂrs. The Hebrew laws gave pormission for even a Hebrew
to be sold for a six year porlod,. . Serfdonm in Burops vas
n forﬁ of slavery and, in Africa, at the time of Dew's -
writing, the natives used a system of slavery,

It Was Mr, Daw's feeling that sinee Gaé ié all good,
1t nost naturally follows that slavery, vhich had come as
the rasult of laws, must be intended for some good purposes,
Foromoct among these wag th@'facgathat without slavery man
would have remained a barbarian, Previous to the insiitut-
ion of slavery man had roamed and killed. Those ho captured
he treoated horribly, vheon man obtalned land of his own and

tides Ps 1lls
25599 Do 13,
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bogan to use captives as laborers, progress of mankind be-
gane Man coased to roam and used slaves to do his work
while he himseolf turned to occupations of agrieculturae,
mining and trading. It was then by the use of slaves that
barbarous nations made advances in civilization, 3 The
horrors of frequent war nov came o an ende then man's
wanderings coaged %there ceasad also the opportunities to
bacome involved in conflicts, This led to the cultivation
of the soll and the ralsing of flocks, and, in duc time,
the savage, givon a home, becams a farmer,

One of tho bost effects was that vhich slavery had on
the captives themsolves. Those wore taken as indolent
perscns and made copable of vorks Habits of sloth and
laziness vore destroyed and the slave was trained to boe
comg & laborer. Mre Dew folt that if the American Indi-
an' had been enslaved perhaps he would have baon presorvods
Left to a 1ife of indolence, he was not able to survivee

Slavery also prave%éto have had a worthwhile effact
on the status of womah, In the days before slavery
was established she was merely a boast of burden who was
condommad to toil and endure sufferings. Vhen slavery

changed man from a wanderer to a formor, voman vas no longer
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foreced to follow and bear the burdens, The intreduction

of slavery freed her from her labors. She took her placs

as an important momber afAtha family, Her position bow 58
came olevated and she moved in soclety as an equal of mense
This was borne out by the faet that women in African sla?éry
were found to be better troated than the Indian women in
America,

To determing how far Virginia was responsibls for
Hegro slavery, Mr. Dow revigwed the history of the instie
tution, The slave trade bogan vhen Antony Gonzales, a
Portuguess éaarinarw captured some Moors near Cape DBojadar,
Ho was ordered by Prince Henry to take thase back to the
Moors andy in roturny ho received from these people ten
Negroonss These were6§akea %o Spain in 1442, and thus boe
gan the slave trades  Others followed Gonzales? example
and, in 150%é Spain sent slaves to work in the rmines of
Higpanicla. After a contury of use in the West Indies,
the Negro was brought to Virginia in 1620, In that yaar
tuenty slaves were bought from a Dutch trader. Bocause
these blacks could endure the heaty more were brought in
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the years which followeds The warm c¢limate, the abundance
of fertile scll, and the scarecity af»yhitg&labarers vere
factors vhich caused the trade to thrive,

This trade had a beneficial affect on those left in
Africas VWhen the deomand for slaves was limited many -
captives were killed beecause their labor was not neecded,
When the trade thrived, the captives were spared. Horee
overy they were given more careagné kindnesss Children
also recelved better treatment,

Those who came %o Amerdca were placed in better cife
cunstances than thgy vare in Africas Here thoy came into
contact with eivilization. Here, too, they recelved better
freatment than they had in Africa. There, at a master’s
daath, the slaves wore usually killed because ﬁfégha be~
1ief that they would be needed in a futuro life.  The
climate of America was more conducive to the health of the
Negro than his native land, and hence his physical cone
dition improved. i

The disadvantages to Africa of such a trgda ware two
fold, Foremost was the fact that Africa was kept in a
state of confusion due to'tha constant raﬁégiﬁg of land in




@20«&

S ERRRE SO 2
seavch for 513V°59 Bgually as disturbing wore the cone

.uitﬂons sz the pasga"a to America, The slaves were kepd
on overcrcw&ed;ships and conditions wore u?é%eﬁeﬁg %
was e°nim&tea that sevea voon out of one hundrod had died
Hoa the Ry ﬁo Amaric% and thirtyethres later du?ing the
:ﬁltioning ne"icaﬁ |
e Deu‘csnclnaad that Virzginions had no share whale
goovar in “he pensibility for the introducition of
S1averye As COLﬁﬁﬂﬁ we had baen under the contyel of
Tngland and could na% bo held regponsidls for sots whieh
voro horse . itaz“ eneowraged the Amsrican coloniosn to
buy Hogre 1&?@3 ;ﬁ&§ viien in 1760, South Carolina passod
an act to *rcmibi% the trade, the wmothor counitry said
the trade vwas bcwaéi ial to h@fa71 Tha governors of the
colonics had haan 4n~’§a3tﬁﬁ by tho Brigish governmont 4o

Ay

'evapprQVﬂ 1nf IQW'uhi h ocupportod the yrohibition of
t- B o
slaverys H;f“
fo colony. héﬁ boan mere zesleus in hep sfforts o
abolich the l&ve frade than had Yirginice ot only
aid she vlaceo antmas en sleves bui she also protosted to

the king, bubt *t wns o no avalle As soon as sho couldd
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Virginia took decisive staps, and, in the first assembly
which mot after the first state Constitution had boen ace
cepted, Virginia prohibited the slave tra&a.75 Morecver,
the first elause in that Constitution which referred to

the "inhuman use of the royal negative" included the king'gé
rofusal to permit Virginia to discontinue the slave tradeo.
Both before and after indeopendence the states had given
conelusive ovidence that slavery had been imposed upon thom
by the mother country contrary to their wishoes.

One plan proposod in the timo of Dew's writing was to
féea the Negroes and deport them., Host Virginians were
agreed that the bost plan would be to send them back to
Africa. This would return to that continent natives vho
had boon instructed in Christianity and the benofits of
eivilization, The whites would be benefitted by such a
removal, and Afrieca would be openoed to civilization,

Dew viewod this plan as impractical for several reasons,
The chief problem was that of payment to the owmer vho wvas
entitled to tho value of hils slaves In the year 1830,
the slove population of Virginia was avaluaggd at $9%4,000,000
and made up one-third of Virginia®s wealth. Slaves gave
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a value to the soil’ef Virginia and without thase workers
tha land would bo a wilderness, 7o be considered, too,
was the great cost entailed in the returning of these people
and tho setting up of a colony,

The suggostlion had been made to send back ¢o Africa -
only the lincrease and let tho others remain heres FRven
this would involve a tremendous expense, and at £30 each
for transportation agg colonization, the expense would be
$1,380,000 annually. This would inecur too rmech ezpoensa
for any state to bear.

Mrs Dow viewed financial help from the F@&aggl governw
menty which some advocated, as a dangerous stops It was
his strong convietion that a state should dopond on iits
owm pcuergsand not invite the participation of cutside
agenciess . It wos only in this waygﬁhat Virginla could
maintain her political independences In accepting
Federal aid Virpginia would violate a principle of long
standing and she would algo be allied irrevocably to that
govornment in the future. ,

There were those vho argued for tho deportation of
the Negroes on the ground that free vhite labor would be

EIQ I 5 Qg pe lg‘gu
B2e ilsg De »
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betbor, Tho vacuun leoft by the negroes who would bs doe
psrtgg vouldy; in ting, be £illed by the labor of Lros white
iia1a 1Y Doaw viawod this as falses Since only a linited
nunber could ba doported; it would be necessary for the
whites to work wlth the Negroes; and this the white workers
vould be unwilling to dos Even 1f the reverse ware trua,
the asgociation of the two races would have the effect %o
draw the whitegraca dowa to the lovel of the black and
porhaps loware Tasts had proven that a whita man vho g8
worked with a Hegro would do no mors work than the blacks,
Through. observation, during the yearsy it had boen domons»
strated that a highor lggel of labor always doscended o
the levol of tha lowers

Mre Dew viowed as a detrimont the omigration of large
numbers of panplegga This had happoned in France, Spain,
and Holland, The emigration of the. Hugenots was injurious
to the French bacause those sont out ware of the ladoring
class, | Francao's inferiority to England in Iindustry and
other figlds might be traced to this axoausaga In this
caso only ong fiftieth of the population left and ths
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governmont was involved in no axpen39393 Contrasted to this
there would be a much larger numboer of people to leave
America and much expense would be borne by the natlen,

Mrs Dow disagreed with those who belioved the mastors
would willingly free the slaves. JHe pointed out that 4n
history the slaves had been freed only when it had baen
to the interest of the masters to do 30,9 This had bsen
true of the serfs liberation. Philanthrapy had not of
itself affected one great vcrkag Self~intara$t hag boen
'ﬁha main spring of all snwcalla& ganeraus 1liberation of
slavaa¢
‘ Dev viewod the plan of caloniaation u‘th appositieﬂa
The thres grounds on which this was based were p@ysical,
ﬁaral ahé natianala97 The physical rehébilitatinn of the
Nogro in Africa would be difficult because Lt would ontadl
a reconditioning to the unhealthy climate. ¥hile it vas
ﬂ»true the land bought by the Amorican Colonization Sceiety
‘was a healthful place, it was equally trne‘%hat the area
vas a small ones  Vhat would ensue when a larger amount
of surface would be neoded and was not available? Uhat too
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would be the reaction of native Africans vhen we atioupted
to obtain such land? Unlike the Indlans, the Africans
ware attached to their land andlég would be difficuli to
got additional areas fronm them, Vars and atrife might
woll result from this,

The moral difficulties would result from the hardships
cf the new-comors o adjust %o 1life in tha tropics. Thelsr
lack of confornity in habits,; tempers, and dispositions weould
likely result in the fcrmatégg-of a group of an unco-oparative
and poarhaps hostile poopla,

The national difficulty would be that vhich would arise

,when ths nev cclony, bocause of its differe§ggs, came into
conflict with the various tribes of Africa, To pravent
such the Amorican governmen® would hagg to oxzort nmch care
and management in the Afriean colony. These sent would

“have t0 be judiclously chosen and rmuch in noney and sup=
plies would bo necessary to protact thiagglcnists agalnst
the attacks of thse naighboring tribas, Mrs Dow pointoed
out tho difficulties of the colonists who came to the Nevw
World and showed that in ecarly Virginia tggsfirst throo ate
tompts at colonization ended in disaster.
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Comnanting on the plan vwhich would fres the slavas
and kesop them in this country,; M, Daw giated the plan was
fraughtlg%th danger not only to the wbhltes but also to the
blacks. This plan would bring evils which wsre greaber
than those of slaver 0%9& to this even the abolliticnisis
of the Horth agrseede Econonleally the slaves ware nod
ready for equallty with the whites. In the first place,
slavas 1ab§§§r3 were much betber than the freo Hegro
laborerss These tended to ba lazgy and indolent and
this was showm in the states where thsy were found, Quite
often they vere a Egghar to the staﬁg; and in Ohio many
- had been sent out, Others had to bg under police vigle
lance because of hoblts of lazlnesss Thoss who had bogn
freed in thglgast Indies did not work or have a cara forp
the fulvure. A roport of the Committes of the Privy
Council in Bngland in 1788 stated that the fresd Nogroos
in Jamaica and tho Barbadoas were never found to werk for
hires  In addition, bho agent Toporbod that Lf bhe
slavos there were offered freodon at the price of selfe
support not one-tenth would be willing to actept the offer,

112
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The Negro, when freedy would offer nothing to the wealth
of his lands Tho Indians proved that thoy would not work
except under the supervision of a master and even then had
to be carafully wotcheds 3 In Cayenne vhere the slaves
vare freaﬁ the exporiment proved to be a failure, and
rasnmpt%gg of slaVery wvas halled by even tho Hegroes thome
solvoas. In the Barbadees a plantation worked by frecd
Negroes did not prosper and, in timey was sold for debt,
Later this same plantation ggg $11led by slave labor and
wvas found to be productive. In»Virginia anligtelligaat
master had oxperimented with free Ndgro labor, The
exporinment failed due to the fact that the NHegroes bacans
lazys Hore the negroes had the best incentive because
the master had informod them that slavery would be reine
stated 1f fres labor proved ineffeetivaally Raverthaloss,
the Nogro's love for indolence overcame his love igg froo-
domy and he was returnod Yo his former condition,

It was W, Dwig viow that the Negro was morally une
£it for 1liberatioh, His lova for idlencss was apparent
and this in itself was the breoding ground for every and




28

ell vice, From idlencss stemmed a want and this in its
turn brougﬁtlggmptaﬁions vhich veras followed by acts of
vrong doinge In Mpgsachuseiis about ono seventy-fifth
of tho population waz comprised of freo E@g?ggﬁ vat onoe
sixth of those convieted were of this groups The Vire
ginia Penitontiary reports up 4o the year 1829 showed onsg
convietion for every 16,000 whites; one for gvgr{ 22,000
slaves and ono in every 5,000 for froed Nogroas. It
was Mre Dow's firm conviotion that the Hepro was not yob
ready for liberation, and §§3giva hinm this too quickly
wveuld redound to his ruin. Te remain in tho pogition
for which one had been trained was bagggr than to ¢limb
too fast without proper conditionings Moreovery in a
frae scelety thoe Hegro would be told he was an equal of
the whito man, bub prejudice would be against hime In en.
effort ts'miﬂgle with the whites he would bo relogated to
a position of infggieriﬁy and chagrin and disappointnent
would be his onde. - In Halti after frecdom had been given
the goil had beon neglactoed. It was necossary to establish
a gystem of labor somevhat like slavery in order to prevent
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chaose  Like conditions prevailed in Santo Domingo and

there the Hezro mastor was found to be a cruel oae@ig?
Liboration of the slaves would c¢ause white people to
gradually leave cortain areas ond these would fall inbo

the hands of Hegrosse These districts would rapidly fall
into decay and if tho whites were assoclated wi%higge Hegroes
the former would sink to the lovel of the blacks,

The Negro temporament was sulted fo incito murdars and
insurractions, Oradunl liberation would have this eiffoct
in those yebt unfres who desired thoelr liboriys. Rapid libers
ation would likewise foster resentment and misdoeds would
resultalgg The slaves of ancient Grosce amd Home wore |
usually learned, industrious, and intelligont. There was
no difficulty presented in their emancipation as they 238
could readily be assimilatod into tho bedy of froge mon,

This was not tyrue of tha»alavas in America,

Hre Dow did not viev slavory as an injustice, Ho folt
that if slavery eculd not bo mbolished without ecausing more
harm to both mas§§§ and slave, 1t was bobtter to contimme
the institution, The oripginal sin wes not ours and to

couse greaﬁar_evila wonld not justify emancipation,
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It was s Dow's opinion that the master wis usually
a kind parsggéwha moted out food, sholtar, and elothing o
his slaves.s In the good relatlionship vhich oxistod Lo
tunen slavo and magstar nore good than evil rosulted, Slavery
had the tendeney o awaken benevolence in tha mastor,
Horthorn men vho married Southorn helirasses boeanme mors
cruel magters than those ralsed in the South, 33, The slaves
had a frisndly and affecticnate relantionship with the master
end members of his family,
Bince the slave was happy in his position, My Dew

askod why should man wish to disturd this contentmont. ‘hy
should the slave be offered his 1iborty, whachﬁpe d4id not
fully comprehend, and thusz aa& his happiness?  The mige
talte nade was that the white man placed the slave in hils
positions Since the white man would desire frecdom, he
folt the Negro did also, Omnipotones hady however, arranged
a differont plane Tho slave strove and was happy to do so
in order 4o be superior to other slavess TFrom the white
man®s view tho slave wag unbappy bub, in renlity, he vas
happy. | '

Mre Dew's conviction ima that the foundations of

‘ | 135
zsocicty were doep and could not be broken by a new law,
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To tear asunder the system of slavery would be buﬁlgg onw
gage In a plan whieh woudd bo rulnous to cur land,
Prom the eﬁperienegasf past history he hoped Vieglnia wouwid

Jearn this wisdoms

WATHAWIDL BEVERLY TUCKER |
Hathaniel Boverly Tucker was a noted person in Vive
ginia from 1830 to 1850, Although he occupied ne politie
eal or military positiony he was gagman sible for a valuable
conbribvution to his native states It was thraugb his
pen that he gave volece to his ideas which included a
dofonse of slavery., This defense was fonnd in the bnaks
he wrote, in his essays, and in hls lectures at Willianm
and lary Collegos |
tha book The Partisan Leaﬁerg vhich foratal& the
course nr the Civil war, Tucker gave o giature of 1aya1
and kind slaves. Concorning the status of the slavey e
Tucker believed that after one bore somathing for a 1§ng
bﬁriad of time, he ceased to consider it a hardshipe.
This was true concerning the African slave and yet the
e Abide
1 ?a Thomas Re Dawls Eg E% 3
in 1832, The edition use xcr is
socond aﬁitioﬁ printed in 1
138,  lMaude Howletd Woogfin "Hathanlel Beverly Tuckers
His %r*tinvs and ﬁoli*ical “hec*iag w*th a Sketeh of Iis
Lifo," nggwaag Colle X | II:9~M2 June 1917,

139, liathaniol wuokeTs Thg Por
Duff Groen, 1836), p. 1%»

weory was first published
tudy, howvaver, was the
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Yonkeas would have hin rise agninst 2 mastor $o cbiain
1ibertys lost of the slaves wora happior than white
roople roalized, and this hoppincss would ba dostroysd by
tha poopls of the Horth vho wished %o fres the slave and
than put hin in & gasit%gg and in a labor fov which ho was
wnfittsd and untrained,

Tho kind and affectionato rolationship between o siave
and master was demonstrated when the latisr told the former
0 grant a returning young mswber of the fanily., It vﬂw
recalled how the two, in corlier yoars, had been erggimw
and ths slave had Haugh% the boy lessons in »iding.

The two shook handay and the young master t0ld the slave
how valuable those ledsons had baen and hﬁgatﬁay had ztood
hinm in good stoad in hils mllitory cuvesr,

Ton; tho dlave; vas desceribed as a geggafﬁl and gentle
pozson who wag possessod of geod manners 13 Hig proud
and polite humility was contrasted to the suliinass found
in servanis of the Horth, Tho youmg masber, who had spend
gone years in thy North, yafieggaa that acrvenits thors had
a biber ond hostils feeling.  He wms of the belief that
the time would coma when the northorn people would see the

i, "?‘M%:Q D 9§
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grroyr in thelr views on slavory.

Attogting to the devobtion of slaves waz ¢ pard takoen
whon & scheme was dovised for military prepavalicn {o
safeguard the mastor, Used as & walch, uh?}g; avas proved
to bz trusted sontinols for the gentlenans This proved
Lo those etteonpting to eapture the master that slavery
vhlch they considered woak was, iun ?aa“i%y“ SUPONEw

This plot also showed the willinzness of the slevoes %o
co~oporate wholeoohoartedly with the master.  UOne slave was

nstructed 4o go alone and engage 1n eonversation with
the soldlers who were on guard whalle their cﬁv ving wore
in the house for the captuwre of the musier, The glave
did us vas instructed and prevended %o leave the soldliers
to procure food and drink, These, carried by obher slaves,
were brought and given to the men. The sentry on duty
1afﬁ»gig post with ils guns in crder %o enjcy the provise
iongs A% o signel from onoe slave, the othor Negroes
plunged the compeny inte darkmess, %&ea confisecated the
gung, ond capbtured the wnarmed mon. The mastor had
known that Jack,; the lcader of the slave group, could be
&epen&ed upon to Loil and capture the soldisrs and bring
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the whole plan to fruition.

As the master left the plantation he and his family
wvore surrounded by 2 body guard of %wenty‘Sin?asa‘ o
white person, with tho oxception of the f7#51" wz included
and the safety of the family vas placed éﬁt»fa’" i ho
hands of the slaves, Willingly, foo, all %he Hegroes wont
into enile vwith the master and there was noft an wnfaithful
ona foundgl

Baliovine that the Horthorn people conld not undore
stand the charactor of the Wegroy Mr, Tucker fell thoy @mn%?g
not fathom hiz love and devotion to hmalmaster and £anily,
Through misunderstanding, the man of the North thought
the slave felt as he did and would be ready %o slaughtor
the master if the opportunify presonted itself,

In an address to the lawv studendts of Willianm and Maxy
on Dacomber 2, 183%, Mre Tucker presented his views on
the glavery ismua, This addrass was printed in the
Boutboern Litarary Mangenper, Ho polnbted out that slavery
had had a geod effect on the Hegro In many wayss, The ine
stitution had helped to alevabs the Hagro races 14 had
tomed the savage and brousht eivilized ways to him, it
had sarved to softon his nature; and it had enlightened

153.. ‘f‘%ﬁ.i . 22
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his mind, Horeovery it had brought %o him the teachings

of Christianity and had émna more than all the missicnaries
had been able {o axfeeuaﬁa? |

It wvas the viow of Mpe Tueker that Virginians had
nothing %o do with the origin of slavery and that it had
oxlsted In some fﬁr§§§im¢a~&éam ané.gvé had been driven fronm
the Gardon of Bdens Then 1t was that man had boon 003
damred %o o4l by the swaat of his brov,  Thus waz bern the
Institution of slavery and sines it gﬂ; the result of avily
its origin night be considered ovil. In socliety it wasg
natural that somo mon would rise snd others would ba ths
rich and the poor, The rich 4id not toll but tho poor |
must and hance the poor man bocams the sgrvant of the
riche Since thae poor man’s smges were for food ard clothe
ing, which came from labor given to the xich,.ﬁhat wag this
mt a form of slavery? Vhother in free labor or slave
labor the results of work wora food, clothing and shelter,

The wages of a 51av@ worg more adeguate because thay
wore in kind, but the £ros mon recoived wages in money,
This eould ba inflatad or deflated and would not theon bs
~ ey Tathaniol Boverly Tucker, "Notes to Blackstonols

Comrentariss-«Raing the unhstance of DRomarks on thoe Sudbject
of Domestic 81avary Dalivarsd tn the Law Class of Willianm

and ”hry callafc Dacanbor 2, 18 373 Scuthorn Literary Mage
9 January, i '
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tha aquikalent of Yoils In such a manner some reccived
too much and others recolved to 1itile 1f money wore tha
payment, The payament ia slave labor, howsvor, was more
accurate;lg?

Commenting on the happlness of a slave, Mo, Tuchor
believed that those who Imew him bost believed him ¢o he
a happy individual, DPecouse he could not hope for the
things a froc man did, he was not robbad of happinsss. ﬁ%@g
fraed man had many cares from which the slave was axorphe
The slove hed a sense of securliy ag to0 homs, shelber;
 f0nd§ and care in old ags wvhich the free man ¢1id4 not
shara. In slckmans tho Negro lockad to his master and
was usaaily loved and rrotected. Tho poor in freoc soolety
had no mmhi%gmwit}; and had to depend on the provisicns
of socicty.

In reality; all laborers had o master, In fres socloty
the laborar was obliged to seok 2 mastar who had Litdle
interest in the werker oxcspt for the labor he could rroew
duees, In slavery en individual was tho preperty of o
person tvtho wag interested in his work and w@lfarmalgg

One advantage of slavery wag that 1t £iiled the low
A . , ‘.’ig Ps 229
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and dograding places in society by the labor of slavess
All menial labor was done by these people, The freomen
were 1g§§ to parform the services vhich required trust and
8lill,

The two basic grounds on vhich Tucker based his dow
fengse of slavery worss (1) that it was noecessary to
place labor on thoss who could not live honestly without
toil and, (2) that to freec tho slave would eventually laggﬂ
to his use of tho {ranchise vhich ﬂﬂﬁld not aid secintya
Concerning ths lattery Mr. Tucker did not belisve ony
good had come from raising the laboring cless o vobers,
There would be the tendeney to soll tho vote to demagogues,
and wheigaﬁhis had happoned no progross had boen fopthe
coning,

Spoaldng of the North's attitude tovard slavery, I,
Tuelor reminded the poople of that section that whon the
slave trade was permitted thoy used the opportunity to
gain wealth through that trades UWhen the trade was do-
clared illezal §§§ Horth bogan to look difforently on the
slave question,

In defense of slave holders, !Mrs Tucker put forth an
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‘abaa arpgunent, He cited that it was pﬂrmissigie to take
anothorts 1ife in order to defond one's own, A personfis
1iborty might be tokeon in o 1like case, Could a2 master then
not keop one who had been given to his cave oven if tho act
of the captcrlggd been wnfair and if the master had not
partieipatod? HYould this not be even more Justificble
if the captive cotld not be relensed without endangering
himsolf or his captorls way of 1ife? Tho ovil of slavory
had baen placed mgégs by our forefathers without any cone
sent on our part, Te now froe these Nogross would bub
bring min to both raaés* It was the South's responsibility
therofore, o hold the slaves as ons would priscners of
wars These we would be willing to liberate and send
back to their native land as soon as %ggcculd be dona
with safoty and profit to both races. ‘
Tuckey wishod to seo a colony sot up for the Negrees
on Haitl whero they could be given an education and hent
under the protection of a Southern Confederacy. ‘hen tha
Hegroes proved competent for selfe-governmont, smell bands
would be sent to Africas Thore those would instruct natives
in eivilization and Christianity which, as Tucker viewed it,
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had been the divine &ecreaaleg
CBORGE FITZHUGH

Goorge Fitzhugh, In his book entitled Cannibals ALl
or Slaves Without Mostors, predicated his theory of ups
holding slavery on the grounds that freo soclety had failed
in its efforts o sike bettor living conditions for tho
laboring class, This £ailure had been recognized not
oﬁly by uriters of Burope ba§7%13a by those of the North
including the Abolitionists.

Speaking of white labor versus slave labory the author
was convinced thait the :irgn? vas more cruel in noarly all
aspects than the latters This was becouse in hired -
labor more was taken from the worker and nothing was givon
in government or protection of the persons Tho worker
was left to care for himself and for his family.out of a
small pittance of moneys Vhen his day of work was over,
he was burdened with cais? of a financial nature and also
the care of the future. In guch econditions Mr, Fitze
hugh believed that tho word liberty was only a mockory,

In a froe soclely the worker was forcoed %o do hardar labor

170 {ichno , S, 15 Historicen éggggga cité p: 220
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and rogelved a smllor retwrn than the Uegro slaves. HNelthor
was tho white laborer free to onjoy the holidays of thg%h‘
yoar for he was weighod down with anxiety and burdens,
Always the white slave was forced to work or sbtarvation
would be his ends In his old age he was faced with poverty
and the onxiety as to vhat weuld happen to his loved onege
Levoling coriticisn at the masters ef the vhite claves,
Fitzhugh said that thelr respectability consisted in not
working but in living off the ?mrg of otherss In theso
the master had no concern after wggking hours, but he row
tained the frults of thelr labory These white slave
ovners, because thoy commanded the eapital, held 2 sway
over tho workers and were, in reality, slave ownors withaut'
‘any of tho responsibilities or obligations which sheuld
have aoccompanied such a pnsﬁtieﬁﬁl ® If these samg pore
sons wore owners of catile or horses there would be an ob-
ligation to protect and look aftor theiy properiys Vhy
then, should they be freed of all responsitllities con-
corning their laborers? ‘
In the slave soclety of the south tho author said ong
found the Negro to be the happlest of pecple.l?7 The
children and agod labored not at all and yot enjoyed tho
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provisions of homey foody and clothing, All of these vere
supplied by the masters, Those who did labor had freedom
- of mind and body bggguse theyknewitheésuétiﬁénca?mf life
~would be provided. Tha wsrk‘gff%he laberers was nobt so
difficult as those of the whitﬂléiaxeg and'tbé meﬁ‘wnrkéé,
not mere than nine hours a day. Little hard work was
dona by the Hegro woman, and she was gratecﬁe& from any ine
snstice sf the husband by the magtor, Fraedom £0 one
Soy ‘the Sundays and holidays was the privilege of the
Hegro, -and these days were spent in leisure wibthout vare.
Thus it wes that the slave was permitted to have a larger
ghare gglhis results of work than the white slave of the
Rorths ,

The master of the South assumed much in the way of
obligation for his workars, Xot only did he provide for
them throughout Iife, .so making his profit much less than
-that of the master of hireé workers, tut he was also gheir
teacher in the field of mochanics and also Christianity.
He wggzaae who‘wnrkad‘fbat his laborers might be wall cared
fore This system of labor demanded no idleness on the
~ part of the owner, The care of his own family, with the
added care of the élaves‘ana the plantation, required
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careful planhiag and exgcution, Iis obligation was even
more thnﬁvthat of the slave because the latlor was roquired
to work when ho could, but the master hsd always e provide
for his slavee If this could noct be donoy the law would
give the slave to a nev master to inswre protection, and
henco it woo that the pﬁsiﬁiggéef the slave wags more scoure
than that of a hired workers ot enly was the owner
bound %o provids for the slave'in “imes of sickness and in
héalth but alsc in infancy and old ages To feod the Hazro,
to clothe him, and to guard &iiggarality was the task of
tha naster of the Naegro slave, The glave was treabed
indly and, as a resulty he was o happy porson and the
master was a useful nember of séeiahyo The mistress of a
‘plantation shared her hugbﬁné?s interest in the laborers,
and sha too was 2 busy porson, lot only was she a wife, a
mother, and a housekeepar, but sho was also tho ong who
‘taught tgg housshold slaves and was the dispensor of
charitys ,
Coorge Fitchush dencuncead as frlse the bolief that 1t
was right to male weak poor mon free and then Q&S%‘thﬁm
- oub into a sociaty which was controlled by a fow wealthy
inﬁiv%dualsu‘ This could only causa tha poor o bacoma
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slaves who had no pights and placed thagéunﬁar masters who
assumed no obligations for ﬁh@%ﬁﬁkﬁ?&l As an exampls

of this, the author cited the libsratlcn of the serfs of
Burope vwho wore told they woere free men and could gob ome
vioyment, As a resuld, the free lebopr vag cheaper thon

thoe siave, and the ﬁgrf found less fresdon afber crancie
petion than befors. Not only was a llvelihood mere difw
ficult to obbalny but the worries of the serf incroascd
whilla those of the nmastor decrsaseds Dlsagreaing with

“2*

Bloekstoney who felt that the liboratlon of the sorfs was
a forward step, Fitzhugh also challenged the formerls bo-
iief that tho lessauing of the power of ths church and
throng helpad 12bortys Titzhugh was of tho opinion that
the church pnd fhrone had always boan champions of tho
working elﬁssalaa During %he dayz of sorfdom the pevpla
belonged to the sodls A% the tims of the writing of Cane
pibals A1l thirty thousondé mon ownmed the land in England
and tho great mags ol people ﬁadlgg@ﬁ romovoed frnmiﬁha soii
without any means of livelihood, When sorfdom exislaed
there vore no baggars and fev crlmess With the Zibveration
of thoge peoplo, unused to freodonm, orimes in&raasadal90
“Ihldey pe 108,
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This was porhaps due to the cegsation of the deily dutleg
of the fieed pooplos

As another example of freedon Los vﬁﬁ the pecple in a
vorse conditiony Mre Fltzhugh eited the land of Irsland.
There theo luand was taken by tho Deiiish aud the peopis
wore supposcdly frecs The Bnpglish charged so mach for ront
that, ofter having dedueted thile sumy the Irish had worked
harder and reallzed less than the Jamales slavasqlgl o
ona year thres hundred thousand of the Irdsh had died of
starvatisngl 2 7o vhat avail had their freedom bosn?

+ one time the Janatez glaves had thelr vants supe
plied by mostors. Then 14 cama that Brilain freod thess
slaves and gave them liberty, but st the same time Brilain
took the best lende As & resilty the petple became dosti-
tube and thelr lobt was ruch worse than vhon they wore in
servitude. \

Referring %o fngland te show conditlions of the worlkors,

Fitzlugh wreto of the half clad, poorly £eﬁ$lgﬁa dirty
childroen who suffered as o rosdlt of freo labor, The
poor werkens, with 1ibtle hopes of any futurs, Crequontoed
soloons and drank gin and boer which afforded scme conste
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lntienalgg Some poor girls vere driven to crimes of a hore
rible nature. UWhen questionod it was found that many of
thage poor paégla had never slept in a bed, that many liveg
by bagging, and that some had nelther shoes nor stockings.
Whon Villian Hovitd visited a section in England he found
in one home that common nnglaah was not understood by the
children. Worge yet wore the condltions in factories vhore
dust, accidents, dﬁsaﬁgca and suleldo claimed the lives of
tha youthful workerse The working class had coms %o bo
regarded as tools with vhich to bBuild up tho capibel of
the wonlthy,

Contrasted with thoss conditions were the conditlons
in the homos and palaces of the riche. These were decoratod
with groat bgggﬁy until they wore nore gorgeous than those
of any land, Staffed by many servants and £illed with
articles of rarity, these homes housed the members of
vealthy rmnglish class. Yot under all of this existed a
¢lass of working people vho suffered framvpsvertyglgg

In reforence to Biblical mentioning of slavery, the
authoy pointed out that the Scriptures recognized and apw
rroved slavery as a means of securing happinoss for man
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and also o8 o means of fostering morality. Southorn

slavery was compared with anclent Jewlsh slavery in which
the slaves were well treanted and the intimate companione

ship betwson slangind master resulbed in a soclety which.
was well ordovede It was only vhen the intimnteo relatione
ship betwoen master and slave was severed; as was true in
anclent Rome, that idleness eggg to maater~ané ignorance

and other ovils to the slave.

African slaveﬁy«was intreduced into America many cente
uries ago andy duo to English slave traders, ﬁhggg was an
ample number of Hegroos in our country by 1776, The
slove holdors protested beseause more were beinz sent and
agked that this trade be stoppeds FEngland, hovaver, was
roaping monoy from the sale of slaves and was reluctant
to ond ite Later cottony rice; tobacco, and sugar becanms
important crops in.Amsricé ond glaves ware needed for tho
cultivation of ﬁhesa¢  Bafore long Burope anggﬁge Horth
wore belng aided by the labor of the slaves. To set
~ the Negroes free would then bring starvation to the laborers
of FMurops and the Norths It would seem then to Mre Fitz.
hugh that the hirelings of Burope were saved from starvation
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in a Prec world by tho contrilutions of the Negro clave in
tha Southa _ ‘

Vhat; it might be askod, were the advantages of a
14ifa 1ived in Southern slavery? Mre Flizhugh stroessed thore
wore manys One congloted of tho caro of the master whish
a slave enjoyed from oradle Lo grave in ths ossontlal
olemonts of 1ifa such as foody shelter, and clothing,

. Cortainly an important advantage was that the slave loarned
norality {rom the masters The house servants wera in

closa contact with the family and it was larpgely through
the former thageinfﬁrmatian was given to those who labored
in the £i0lds. As a noang of education slavery was
good because it tended to separate the masses of lgnorant
and gavo thenm access to persons of education,

Public opinion protocted the slave for a cruel mastor
was not well thought of in the ecommmity in vhich ha 1ived.
On the other hand, unfalr treatment of a hired laborer
vas considered all right for to get as mich as possible

206

from a vorker was considared good business, o wastefule
noess wvas found in slavery for tho master controlled the
managenent of all, Good polico control existad in the form
of saciety bocauge the mastor was always careful of supofe

: vi“"; l" .
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visions This was algso true in ancient Rome where there

was searcely any cerinminal code in the,dgys of siaﬁerya
This institution checled cruclty of hushands and parents,
Thesey in reality, had more pover than monarchs, bui tho
- mastor gg%d in check any viciousnoss of a slave man to his
 family, , .
Mre Fitzhugh felt that tha mere denendenca of a slave
- did much to develop the character of the masters The very
dependggeavana vealness exorted a great control over the
ownere The slaves belonged to the family group and
their care, from infancy until death, was a matbor for |
ﬁha master’s aﬁtenticna An obedient slave's weaknass and
dependence vas in reality a strength, and the mutual con=
{trol of master over slavaﬁggﬁ slave over master resulted
in an equality of rights, Ho human law can beget love
and affection and the author reminded one that, though
slavery might be abelished, never could there be batwaen
capital aﬁd labor the affectionate relationship vhich
existed between the slave and the master of the auuth.gll
Mrs Fltzhugh made a direct refutation of the statoment
of ‘Moncure Conway's, an antleslavery writer, that the
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abolitionists vere interested only in freedom of the slaves.
Hre Fitszhugh stated that not only did the abolitionlsts
desirg to free the slaves, but they wishod also to change
the existing rolationship of husband and wifa, parent and
child, private ownership, and to aeparatglghe owmership
of churches as they were then organizeds It vas their
ain alzo to reorganize classes in the North, Mr, Filizhugh
- wpote that ho bore no 111 will toward abolitionists and’
that hévknaw some persomally. In spite of thisy the
author folt that Ga§§§t Smith would obolish SBristiaxity-
as 1t thon existeds  Christian marriage was to be -
abolished bocause of the wife's vow to obey her hushand,
¥lliam Lloyd Garrison belleved that slavery was protected
by the Bible ana<t§§ Constitution so, therofore, he smﬁzﬁ
do awvay with boths Ha would ask for dismmion and no
ministers in order to get abolitlion of the slaves, Ho
thought that success would coms to the antieslavery grouvp
only throgﬁg the ruin of tho Amorican Government and
churches, As- long ag the government did not oppoce
slavery, then abolition was impossible, |

Fitzhugh, however, relterated that man was o ereature
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vho was not only law making but alse law abidings Like

the ants and bees§ man was ruled by laws of life and labor.

ot gﬁ%y vas this true but man was also e raliﬂiouq Do

inge  To take away these two safeguards would return man
not to gigura but to a state of war in himself and with
others@

The aunthor wrote a leotter to Villiam Lloyd Garrison
and stabed that the abolitionists were Secessionists or
Commmists and that thelr aim was radical change in the
gové@nment,- Fitzhugh belioved that slavery was netural
and that 1t was indispenséble¢ Garrison believed it to
be immorel and coriminsl. Fitzhugh aslked Garrison %o reply
to this letter and the author would print it, Fallure to
zeply would ba‘ccnStrugggas an admission of the truth of
Pitzhughts statemsnts, 8ince no raply appeared in the
book; ths reader was to believe Garrlson made none.

The abolitionists were determined to destroy only
Negro slavery; no attampt‘was madgzgm freg tha white
slaves of Buropo and other lands, — Perbaps prejudice
existed against'ﬁegra slavery because of the publicity |

given to the horrors of the passage from Africa to Amerieca,

55 Toic. p 15#
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Certainly an aversion to the lagro existed in the Yorth,
and Fitzhugh folt that perhaps this aversion was rosponsie-
ble for tho hatred of the abolitlonisty of the Hoﬁggnﬁo
the institutlon with which the Hegro was atioched,

Tho abolitlonists wrote thatblabor praﬁuaaﬁ all things
and that capital was the whip that mada it wﬁrkagzs While
admibting the fallure of free soeleby, the Aboliiionist
: ?axtyaagy abdnetion, brought slaves info a system such as
this, _

Beeause of thelr redical policles, Titzhugh wammed
that the abolitionists were the enemy of both the North's
and South's ingtituilons, gg%,hg urged a1l to work for the

suppression of this party,

®
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SUMMARY

It is worthy of note that both George Tucker and Johm
Kennedy were the only tvwo pro=-slavery writers who viewed
slavery as being wrong both morally and theoretically,
Tuckor?s book was published in 182% and Kennedy's, though
wrltten in the carly years of the nineteenth contwry, was
not published untll 1832, Hence, one may consider these
" the vieus of tho writors of the early 1800%s, In no pro-
slavery authory of this study, was this found to be the
viewpoint affer 1831 or 1832, From then on one wms
consclous of the authort!s efforts to uphold the institute
ion and that was ofton done by basing it on the grounds of
divine sanction. lio doubt the debates In the Virginla
Logislature of 1831-1832, which stemmed from the insurrocte
ion of Wat Turners mavked the beginning of tho change in
this #iewpoiﬁﬁa Thomas Re Dow was certainly not in gecord
with this view exprossed by Tucker and Pendleoton, Daverly
Tuckor and George Fltzhugh, who followed, agreed with Dow.
The last three named not only based their views on the
fact that the Bibvle sanetloned slavery, but each went so
far as to say that a divino plan was involved in the question
of African slaverys To Bevorly Tucker this had included
TS5, Tuclor also undertook to point out evils of slavory

a8 he saw then, and ho can by no nmeans be congidered a writer
vho viewed only tho constructive side of the institutione
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the bringing of slaves to America, thelr becoming eivilized
and Christianized, and their returning to Africa to in-
struct those who were not to come. |

These writers, Dew, Fitzhugh and Beverly Tucker, folt
that B8iblical sanction for slavery was found in the fact
that Abraham had owned slavesy and Hebrew history was re-
plete with reforence to slavery both among the Hebrews
.themselves and those they captured.
| A view of similarity vhich ran through the writmgs'
of most of the prosslavery writers was that the whol& '
vioupoint of the white man was wrong concerning the freeiﬂg
of slaves. Here the whitc man tried to place himself in
the position of the Fegro which could not be dones The
two races were so basically different that the vhite could
not understanﬂ the feelings of the blacke. The slaves as
such were happy In their positions which would not he tme
of the whites in such a place, In their positions the
slaves were securey they had existed in such a state for
long pericds and were contenty thelr aspirations were not for
freedom but to surpass each other in serviee to the master.
If the people of the South erred in this view, then it wms
to be expected that thoseof the North did mo to an aQen
greater degrees Coupled with the fact that there was a
basic difference in the races, there was also the fact that
most Northern persons had, from experience, no understand-
ing of the\ﬁégru character.
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Most of these writers wero in accord on the view that
the slaves were well provided for by the masﬁera, Hot
only did the workers receive a falr return for the labor
they expended, hutithéy ware also offered securlty fron
the cradle to tho graves When 1llness struck they had no
fear for the masters made all the necessary provisions,
Fitzhugh wvas convinced that tha slaves had far more sacﬁrity
- than had the free vorkers of the Horth or Europe.

The kind treatmont given to the slaves by the ouners
vas a dominant theme in writinga of the authors. Hxamples
vore offored of tho masters? visiting of the slave quarters
for inspections, of the giving of gifts to the slaves, and
of the kindness of the mistress to those under her cara.

If not from his own desire, then certainly from the desire
for public respect a master was obliged to avoid harsh
treatment, Any mastor who was known to be cruel could not
command the respsct of the commnity, Moreover, the fack
that the slaves wore depondont on the master awakened in
him feclings of bonevolences

There was unanimity in the beliaef that the African
found in slavery was a happy individual, happior certainly,
sald Fltzhugh and Kennedy, than the workers found in a froe
labor systeme Much of this happiness was attributed to
the sonse of security which the slave possessed. Indicat-
lons of this happiness were found in his songs, his dances,
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end in portieipation in holiday festivities with tho masterts
famdlys Another viow which found expression in most of
theze pro-~slavery writoras was that which viowed as unwise
any plan to depordt tho Nogroes., To rid the country nf auch
a larges population would be ruinous capocizlly since it
wag comprised of the laboring class, Uhen, in addition,
financlal burdens would have to be borne by America; the
- daporbatlon plan wéa even more impractical, MHoreover,
any plan to free the HNegro and pormit hinm to live in the
United States was looked upen with disfavor. Tho very
tomperanont of the Hegro, together with his wnpreparedness
for liberation, foretold saerious dangoer if he were omancie-
pated and contlnued to dwell heres

Dev, Bavgriy Tucker, and Fitzhugh bolicved that the
sin of originating slavery was dug in no part to Virpiniz
or Amorica, The(hlﬁma wag pui entirely on Fagland for
hor insistence that the colonles buy slaves. Vhen Vir.
ginia protested ngland refused to make a change in her
policy. Tucker viewed the Northls chaxgé conceyning
slavery as worthy of comment. Vhen that section onzaged in
the slave tradeg no ery was made against slavery as an
ingtitutions Vhon, however; the slave trade was préhibitaﬁ,
the Horth changed entirely its attitudo about slavery as
1t exicted in the Southe

Host wrltors agreed thet the HNegroes wero not roady for
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enancinations They wore found to bo immature and eould
not provide for themselvess Left alone, they fell indoe
idieness vhich resulicd in crinme, Figures were given %o
cito the high crime »onte fsundyamong few Nogroese In cone

trast; the rats among claves was surprizingly low,



CHAPTER 11
ATTT-SLAVERY WRITERS

Zhe Kentuckian in Hew Yok or, tho Adventure of Tiweo
Southa " by Willian Caruthersy told of the travels of
thraalyﬁung men of Virginia, two of whom visited the North
and one vho moved Shyough the South. It was ap?ﬁ%anﬁ ﬁha%
the authgr girove to ¢reate good will among paople of the
" two ragions for he pointed out thal the pevple of the two
sections wore not too different. They mercly needed %ﬁ_
understand one another, Ha felt the peoplos should learn
nora abgg; each othor and this was best dons througl
travele Thigégsuld ba a nmeans by which prejudices would
be broken down,

| This study vas chieily canéerneﬁ with the travels of
the porson who visited the South and his veactions 3o the
slavery igsue as he saw i%, |

The principal bbjgatian or evil of Southern slava?gé
was the effect it had on the poor whites of tho region.
Theso ?eople wera among the most wretched and miserable
to be found anyvhores They 1lived in pine log cabins and
wore pale and undernourished, IMuch siclmess was evident
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in the adults os well ao in the children,

Horsoy pﬁrh&ps@.tkan thope phyeleal ovils were those
of an eccnonle gnd intellectual nature, The land was
neglocted and vhat crops were grown were poor indoeds A
fow cabtlo, poatsy and cheop eoﬁpri?aﬁ the 1ive5t0§§§ Dobts
had accuwnlaotod and thereo was no way Lo pay theso, The
intollectued grovih of this class was ﬁagra&ea'aﬁd tho
- whole outloock on 1ife vas o sad and morbid nneagjg These
| poople locked uwpon labor as degrading, and this tonded to
wmaka the poor even poorer, |

Slavery did away with the need for an industrious
niddic elass of people for the places of labor weve £illed
by Africen slaves, This prohibited the growth of industry
and also checked any grawﬁ§3§n the intelligenceo and energy
of tho poorer whilte class, Bucause of slavary too
groat a diffeorencs existed botwoen the elassas of whitesg
and Mre Caruthers felt that this enlf eould ng?ﬁ? ba bridged
wntll this systom of servitude was abolishoed. o

Mr, Carubthers contrastod the dwellings of poor whites
with & gsection compoged of Moravians in Horth Caroling,
Here; of course, no slaves were foundy and the ccndiiions
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of the people were fotnd to bz exesptionally good, The
pecple engaged in 21l kindg of laborious work and wers
found to be in good vhyoicrl condition, This sebilenment
provaégtgat vhi%e vecpio caulﬁ work in the elimate of the
Souths ’ This colony led one to believe that 1lle cone
ditions could prevail smonp nonw-slave holding people of
thoe Seuth if slavery wers not in existence,

One 1iability which slavery produced in Scubth Corolina
was that of the peor relationshiy hobtween master and slova,
Cng noster gomebimos owmed hundreds of slaves snd did not
Tknnw these by name or by sighte The only way by vhich he
knew of thelr siclknesses or deaths was through the roporte
of the oversecrs. In other words, these Nogross wore as
nere possessions of the manter &g were his sheop and ga%m‘
tles The wvhole rolationship was an impersonnld aneaRBk
Hare the slaves wers not ntitached 40 the ownor and his
fami&y,ana did not participate in the kind, personal rew
lationship of the master ns did most slaves of Virginis,

Ancther ovil of slavery vhich fell upon the slaves
vag the powor of black overseors, It was frue that whita'
ones wore used; bub, where many slaves were found; black
ones ware selectod by the whito ones to aspist, Thesa

black ones were cruel and hard masters who drove tha slaves
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with uhips and oxacted a greal amsunt ol worls, o va~
gard was given for age or physicel vendibion and all were
gxpected o give the sauoe cowlvaient of labure The femnle
slaves were forced %o work hard and bholr labor was expecied

*

felpless chdldren wore Lol
. 239
in the care of aped vomen while the parvents toileds

%0 ba that of the nsdes, i

The food glven Lo glaves vas not proportionad Jusiliye

- Unee a week tho provisilons wore dlstribuled which consisied
of one peck of corn or thres pocks of sweet potatong fow

eachs The corn wng grownd in the eabins by a hand device oho
made by the slaves. o neads wvas given exceplt at Chrixtm&ﬁg'
Those who ware physically sivong encugh to complete tholr [
work belore the ond of ths day were permitled to eulilvuts
patehes of land, Hooflicus 0 say, these slaves had mors

in the way of food aupplies than thoze who were not as

physically £ite

o

Mo Carubhiers viowsd the 1ot of the 4

% - S
laves ownod LY
| | sl
the zmall slaveholders as a niserable onoe T™his ownor

WaS,y a3 & rule, au ignovant, hard, and cruel nan, Tor
his sloves 1ife mast have boon g wretiched cnee The movo

fortune such a van odbltainod usually had the effect of making
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him more cruel.

Urditing in 183%, Caruthers viewed slavery as a disaﬁseg
and he was avare of the tension which was be inning to
mount botween slave states and froe ﬂt&iﬂgah It wag his
hope that a cure would be found before the two sections
would ba torn apart by war. Yet tho omancipation of the
Hegro would prove dangorous to life and property in the
- South and tgkget the slaves free among the whites would be
digastrous. Caruthors did not look favorably upon theso
of the Rorth who talked glibly about emancipation, He said
they viewod the problen as spectators wvho stood at 2 dige
tance but who would not come to the actual scenes and study
the problems Had they done soy they would have been ablo
to see 211 gﬁggs of tyranny rosulting from their plan of

liboratione

HMONCURE DANIRL CONWAY
Monecure Daniel Conway, one of Virginials anti»slaveéy
writers, was born in Falmanthﬁ Virginia, and made i1t his
homa for twenty threo years. In the introduction to his
notimond neornine Slavary, he stated that ho did
not pretend to give a complete pileture of the Institution
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of slavery as he had nover visited the plantatlons of the
deop Souths Vhat ho endeavored %o do was o give a pleturs
of slgzgry in the comminity vhere he had spent his early
1ifos This vas & section in northern Virginila wvhere
slavery was found in its mildest form and had beon less
studied and regorded than in other zections of the Souths
It wos Commy's belief that poople vho loved liberty cowld

2L7

help America by giving keoon eriticlism, but he urged thoszs
who daid ggg*an uso the theme of 1ilberty and not that of
slavory. ;

At the age of fiftesn, Conuny was sent o Dickinson
College in Permoylvanics After graduation he retuyngg o]
Virginia bringing with hin an anti-llorthern feoling,
Shortly thercofter he bogan to make a study of slavery.
Ho folt sure that ho would have accopted the anti-slavery
viev had he not come un%gg the influence of a person vhose
cpinions Conway valueds This person had given timo to
2 study of the slavery question and had come to the bow
1ief that Nogroes were not men in the sense that the word
was usod in tho Doclaration of Indepondénce. To him the

Negro race was one of inferiority, and Conway, at length,

a 4Dlds
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peeapbted 1% Loos Corvay then accopted a position in

Varrenton, Virzinia, It was horo that he saw the worst
examples of suffering and abuse in the institution of
slavery. While he had accepted the view that Nogroes wero
legs than men, yet he eould not bear to seo the brutal
troatment thoy raeceivad, He was told this happoned 1n,g;i
society and that the way to %mgrove matters was {o elavate
the vhite vaco by education, Wishing to do somathing

of a positive nature, Comwmy bggana%g intensive study of
the ostablishment of freas schoolse ¥When this vas come
platég Conwmy was ready to place it bafore a eeavSntien.v
hoid in 1850 which was to revise Virginia's laws, First
he brought it to the atientlon of J. M, Magson and Re Me T
Hunter who vere senators of VErgigia¢ Mason was opposed
to the cducation of tho masses. Convay, in spite of
this, contimiod his work and published a pamphlet entitled
Irog Scheols in Virginia., This was circulated among pgggla
of the state and also at the State Convention of 1850,

The pamphlet vas attacked by prominent men who said the
poor must be kept ignorants If given an education, the
whbié South would be revoluticnizeds Conway felt the poor
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wora bolng deliherately kopt ignorant, and he decldad %o
ganouss their cause, 1% wag his decision 4o bacoma a
Mothodist minister bacanse that donomination was most
proninent anong the middle and lownr classes of Virginia,
Henee 14 wag that ho gg%iaguishaé the study of law for
that of the ministry,

Yhat followed nexd was to have mmeh influasnce on Cok
way and lod him from his dasire to esducate tho magses o
bacoming an abolitionlsts As a Mothodist, Conway had
goutharn Maryland and northern Virpinia under his supars
ViSiana As he mado his rounds he was struck by a Quakar
gottloment which he pasged, Thore, at Sandy Springs, wars
fina farns, geod homesy and & cheewful nelghborhood, The
Hegrogs thore vers tho only happy onas Cenway had ever
saeNs Boing impressed, he roturned and visifed the
neating house whore he met tho leader of the Quaker groupn,
Again and again Conway visited this seitlemont and wondarad
at its prospority, Ho was told the Quakers sew that laborers
veceived Just wages for thelr work and that no slave hod
beon on the land of Sandy Springs Thoss were the first
wayaazggnway heard against slavery and well did he ponder
thome For the first time ho saw the groat evils of
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slavery, and ho want home to tell of his changed views,
Rasigning his position in the Hﬁtbcﬂisﬁ’chuﬁcg;‘h@ eatored
Divinity College at Cambridge, ﬁassaahnaeﬁtsavui

After graduation he roturned to ﬁirginia ﬁcjfiaﬂ*na
welconme thore. Friends of former ?eara’left him and- those
related o him deoploed hixm bgeausa ha bzd bacome alfille
atod with tho aﬁalitimniaﬁsgz 2 % Iength he waz told io
leave his sints forevers Accopting a call from a chureh
in Vashiagltcn, ﬁ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ*a stay there wvas short becauss of hils
anti-alavery viowss °3 Poing ostracized by those he loved
‘and had sorved 4id not deter him bui rather urged him on
in his degire to wips cut slavery in Americas Tha vory
fact that Virginia had banished those who opposad slavary
was to hinm a confession of wmigteust, Had the defenders of
slavery feég strong there woudd have bheson no nead for zuch
MELIUYERe 2

In Falmouth there wers many Nagroesi some werz slaves
and some worc {reoe. The aubhor’s parents were the ownors
of Zren f%fty to sixty slaves and relatives also woro siave
hclﬂ@rﬂaa Tho kind treatment of their slaves by his
parcnts contrasted with the troatment of olther slave owmors.
3 ;‘:3* »
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This contrast caused Conway to question this institution

of lobor, He saw that the fatherly relaotionship uvhich many
sald existod between 6@ astors and slaved wag, in many eases,
not prosent a% all, To got work £rom such laborsrs

was difficult becnvgse they knew the euggﬁ of slavery and
that no rowerds came fron thely labor,

Conwvay sov thoe slaves not as merry and happy creaduress
Hever hed he scen one dande. Thoy vere people of o moelife
choly disposition, and the anlggﬁntkuqiauﬁ thoy dioplayved
was for rolipion o Duneralss

Sore slaves gpave evldence of the possession of mueh
intelligonce and wii, To Commy ons of the ;aﬁ plights
of zlavery was exhibiled in ths person of a young Hegpo
lade Thic boy had protechad Comumy and his brobher vhon
they wore children and tho three were cloge companionz,

This glave was thively for ﬂaﬂvgggﬂaﬁ but this vas denied

&3

to hin by the iauwg of Virginice The most cruol part of
this companionghlp came, as it invariably ecame in 51l
slave-nolding faxiilss, wien The blacth companlieon was no

longer vermittad $o asscelats with the white ones. Daforo

thlzs the slave w&g?gn a demoeratic footing, but suddenly

this wosg rameved,, This brovght to a glave the first
' 3t ;‘ i ug Pe e
2& ] ;{ X n’# a&
268, 1 _ ey Pe He
gén ies Do 5e
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bitter realizatlon of his wmequal status and took from him
comfort, Tho companion of the Conway boys now boeans very
bitter and unru%y andy as a result gf this?'he was sont to
the doep s$uth,‘71 The anthor viewod this as an examle |
of tho groat wasto of human potentialitios, The Hagro
could heve become o valuable member of socioty, but the
mind vag robbed of that which 1t desired and lozs was the
rcsult*dVE This cnse vas ropested in numerous cases in
slave helding families,

| Convay sald 1% wvas a common belisf thnt because of a
manls 4nterest in his slaggg thoy would be vall fracteds
This was not alvays t2uc. As a1l animals noedad socleties
for protection, sn ton did the slaves.s Ofton 2 man ancrle
ficod hils onimals ia £1%s of anger end lust, and the

slaves proved to he no oxcoption, It was true that men of
sone years of age profocted their slaves as their money; it
vas true also that many yomng and rash mashars did not have
this Intorest and the slaves thoreby sulfored. Xindness

to the Nozro was an excoption rather than the rule, Tha

~ Africen vas oft t%mﬁa sullty and deflant and this served %o
angar the mastor, AY such $imos a slave was killeﬂ to

shew the othor Nogroos the power of the mastors This wes

PRI
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sometines the only mothod by which the blacks could bo held
in cheek., .

Pointing out that 1t was the naturs of tho Auglo-Saxon
to be eruel to those who wore subordinate o him unless he
was restrained; the author sald that ho had seon gentlcow
mon of the South transferrsd into gggﬁﬁg ardmals when
trouble developed with the slaves. ” The whip was the
instrument of nunishment most used, and thils ecauseld the
slaves 10 beny gonrs,

The law was always on the side of the cruel master,
ond this waz hermful to the eommmity, Acenrding $o the
law the slave was Exzav wreng, and he cowld never toadily
apainast his ownors 7 Gonway lmew an owner of slaves wno
was Jmown o hove killed 2 slaves in £0ll sizghi of fthe
other hands. An inouest wag never held, VYhen this same

nan ool four slave wvemen %o ceurt on the charge of polsone

ing him, no evlidence couild §§719nhdé end the ecurt refuced
/
o give the denth sentonces Whan thig wag.done, in

the sight of mony spectators, the mester chained thewe: “u?a
2

4o hig carh and beat then wmereifully on the woy hond,

Thera may have bosn some who disliked such seenes, ui they

neda no oubory becauss the law preotected the ﬂmﬂﬁﬂ?a in &

]
B
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Low yoors tho samg man was olected to a public offdce.

Vhlpping was the form of punishmont most frequenily
nebed cut to tha slavag, ey vers la ashed by the cvarseer
cr by someonz undar his authority, A room lov tha‘@ﬁipw,
pings was found on nearly oll plantations, The sigves did
not attenst 4o rosist rumishnent because thay Inew thot
by a mera act of veogistance thoy cowld lose thelr livoes,

- L] g 33 3 E G, WY 1o v, 57 - ’ o
In bowms and villapos there wae noeoorhain porson o

EAPED 5 T y . F. oy o 3 ER N T R - yra
more note the slove was dlspobobsd o thiz povaon for a

gpoeified musbay of lashes, In Telmouth for some yoovs
201,
oy, v» . L ™ PP W 5 . 1Y ey dr
the loshing was dope by 2 Gapialdn Plelell, -z owns
descyibad by Conway as bodng gidn ond hard lecking: seldom

- TEE Y 05 7} ¢Fan 2 =
wans be nown fo have Bolledy Hio o ohildreen lefd hin

Y 8 - 3 w f - oy o L. X Bom 4
when they reached wmatwlily, so ho was 10t along, Childe
W A Ay B e At o] e % e i e 3 5 s ¥ S DA
ron ware net pernifted to lolter noar Plckelt's, bub they

had poop holos throvgh which thoy wntched the floz men &b
work, Hearly always thero wags o victin and ag the childw
zen watched thoy sav the poor frighbtoned creatures, hoord

the whip as 1% f@il gn the t laggBhaﬁi@ and hoard too tho
%

X

30bn and orisg of the viobing. Capbaln Plekaett Lent
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&.Q'}t .gu?g.; Tra l)ﬂ
201s ik
2823 ?3"‘233 Ds 3.6#

283, Inide




«70e

accounts with many families in Falmouth, WYhen visitors
 from the North urobe of the good treatmont given to the
slaves they had no ides that such a place as Captain Piclettls
existeds Such a place, however, was known to the slaves
and to the boys. Caplain Plekett grow to dospise his work
even though he made a good 1iving, and, at length,; he
hangoed himself cloge gg&%ha post vhere so nmany humang
had suffored torture,

Conmvay viewed the "glave havvest" as ancther horrible
eruelty of slavery. At that time buyers came %0 tho plane
tations to purchase the surplus slaves. Thon came the sad
plight of those torn from their families to be sent away,
somotimos to the far Scuth, At times such as this tho
children would darty under beds and into closets to try o
hido. Eventually they vere dragged forth and priceds, Sone
glaves would bo pormitied to remaiag%gngay in order %o be
full groung othors were talen awvay. Conway viowed it
ag on agonlzing scene to witness the terror in the slave
és tho deanler pagsed on with his carpgo of human freight,.

Concerning the slave codes, Conway wrote that Vir-
ginia had revised these in 18%8 and they were much more
sgVero than the former onesa One law punishod any




Hogro vho dared resist a white man rogardless of vhat the
cause might boe Another lasw specifieally stabted that no
Hogro could testify in z courd against a white mans In
order to mainiein dlgeipline it was necessary to requlrs
that no resistance be gilven by a Na, g« If this had nob
been done chaos would have resalﬁaéag 7

Bacauce oducntion tonded to mals the Hegro dlassatise
ficd with slavery, i% wag decided not to give an education
to tho slavess Conway thought this unjust, so he and
Sarmiel Jamney tried %o have the lagé?epaalaﬂ viaich forbade
one to teach the Hogroes to r@aéagf These two mon ra«'
calved a letter sﬁggimw that a potition to reopesl ths lav
could not bo voade ’

it sam&%imas.ﬁagpang& that slaves vere defrauded of
their freedom oven vhen tha naster granted his Hogroos
liboration upon his deathe. A Mrs, Coalter, vho had lived
near Falmouth, wrote in hor will that her slaves should
be freed upon her deathe Hor lawyer porsuaded her o
change the clause o read that those who chose freedon
could have it. Those who d4id not could chooso thoir owner

'._ @ameu‘?a Ds Convay,

arionces of 1o Conua =T
and Coag L T‘ﬁ%’%; %"’ e ;'2"3"% i

289, 6amuei U Janney was alse an anti-slavery vrlter.
In his autoblography he stated that ho wrote several
artielss on slavery vhichwere printed in The Alexandpis

Gazattg in 1827,
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from Mrss Conller’s relatives. When she dled her heir brought
the case to court and sald since s%aves wore chattels they
could not chooss their vonditions.  The lower courts
decided in;favm@ nf‘ﬁhe hﬂ%glanﬂ the Supramaﬁﬂourﬁ of Vire
ginia upheld the decisione

Convay did not subseribe to the view of some that the
mind of the Negro was inferior %o that of the vhite mon.
70 prove his point he eited that some Negroes had made
notable inteliectual achicvements, Bonjamin Banneker, of
Maryland, had one of the most seientific minds of the Scuth
kanﬁ was recognized by Jefferson for this mentel abllity.
R@nnekggaanﬁ five others were noted for their mental achlevow
montse Hogroves wore tauvght with esase up to the age of
twelve or fourteon vhen 1t was noticed thoy were slovw Lo
graspe Commy had taught white children and hnd ebsgggaé
these same periods of mental alﬁr%ness and slounesse
e perceived that the Fegroes of the South were weaker in
the way of ﬁﬁdersﬁan&ing but had strvength of imapgination
and expressiocn. e An exquisite mosaic floor at P@ntacello
vag planned and laid by e Hegro slave who had had no instrnct;
ion in this type of works I% was the author's belic?




that no one race of people possessed all the marks of
superloritys In one race certain outstanding qualities
would prevall and in othar races cther‘asﬁeets'wbmlé ba
equally as cutstandings It was in such & mannar “ggg the
good quali% es of the human race were distributed,
Ruropeans wore prone to beliove that their energy end
intellset vere tho alleimportant qualities. Conway ro-
mindod them that other qualitios such as gcednassg kindness,
and affection helped to make the world better, He reminded
the Burcpean too that his energy, which wag rasponsible
for his setilemonts in many places, was considereahby 3070
ﬁo be robbery and not conquest as the Buropean chose to
torm its This cnergy haﬁ'eﬁuseﬁ tho oppragsion of otheprs

and had caused the vhite man to be an oppresa§§7fc? ay
i J

*

long a period ag Afvicen slavery had ewisted.

Conway viewed the legro as the posseusor of some good
qualitiese Chiot' among these was his custom of performing
more work than specified in a contract, hls remembrance of
those who had bofriended him, ond his spirit of wiseliishe
nesse Ho hady Tooy a sonse of honor and upon this the
vhites had rel;gd vhen they leit tholr children in the
slave's cores The Hegro was soldom known %o have betrayed

| 5923 ﬁ% 2 o 75
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sacrets in spito of the fact that he Imow nony becaunse of
his intimate eontact with the family. Comay wrobe of one
slave in his fanily who frequenily left the plantation o
vislt his 111 vife in Baliimore. Always he returned and
upon his %géival zave back the money he had not uged on
the trips

Commy had ruch praise for the abolitionists who had

suruggled for thirty yeors to galn freadom for the slaves,
Theso would~be iiberators saw the poor Hogro as the one
who was referred to in the s%ory of tho Good Samarlitan

and henca the abolitionist movamont bagan as a religious
aaegsgg The slave statesy by thelr wealth, yislded a great
Infiuoncs on She ninisters and newspapersy and against

this wealth the abolitdonists were forced %o fizhi, oL
Conway saw thely Tight ag one for the right of 2 mun %o bo
. frea in his popacn, That %&ey.feughﬁifﬂy a vage net tholr
own. was comanded by*ﬁﬁ@ authore In ordor to fesl tho
humiliations of tho slave, the abolitionisia pave up voiing
rights, honor,y and pelitical pxivilages,302 o form of
violonca was docroed by them In earryling oub thelr oblect=-
ives,

' The aathmr fol% the offorts of William Llayd Corrison




75

vore commondable, He wag scen as a person vwho prohested
against the selling of slavos in Daliimore becauss it wns
not in accord with the prineiples of Christianitys Recause
he wrote of this, ho was avrested, fined, end acsusod of
1lbol, %3 Ator this was softled Garrison went to the
Horth whore he had much diffieulity in getiing a place vhere
he could express his views 4o the peoples ‘hen abt longth
he did, he was forced to move to the Boston Comuons %o
accomodato the nunbers who oomos ' Garrison thon bogan
the printing of Thg Libovator: and Comuy vrote that ho
saw tha fivrasd copy of this ﬁﬁh&i@ﬁ%éﬁﬁaSG This nowspaner
gradually becane Inflvential and its civenlation increnced.
Comuny locked with faver, too, upon the efforis made by
Wendell Phillips vho Dbocane a vos-yorker of Carrison's,
Phillips fought against the ingtitution of slavery, and,
in spite of the pleas fron friangsﬁﬁa change, ha alwaye
remainad an ardonti abnlitiﬁniata,o

hile the follewers of CGarrlson were not Involved in
any political party,; Conway folt that 1t was dus %o thadr
afforts in behalf of slavery that ths Rapublican Par§g7
which opposed the institubtion of slavery was forneds
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Garrisonts follovers believed the states zhould be permit-
ted to leave the Union, and they wore jubilant whenagge
south attacked Tord Sumter and war oventually camse
Throughout the conflict the abolitionists nover lost sight
of thelr aim %o free the slaves. ‘henover the administrate
ion proceeded in a nmanner contrary to this, gha anti=siavery
group vas not slow to repister disapproval, Fron the
beginning to the ond of the strife, the abolltionists
rocognized this war as a struggle between froedom and
slaverys

Contrasting the treatnent of the Hegro in the Forth
with that of the South, Conway wrote that in the South he
vas permittod no oducation and that hiz famlly 1ife had
no protections The wonen were forcad to bear children fop
the saleg to the slave donler and many woman igeapeé b
cause of the brutal treatment they recelvod. On the
 other handy the Hegre in the Horth was given a home of
confort and his §§iléren vore permitied ﬁg attond the
public schools,s While it was true that the Uegross
were troabed as a caste, Conway attributed this to tho fact
that they had been slaves in the South and this had placed
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a mark of disgrace on thome Some hostility toward tha
HNegro by the Irish was noted. This had been placed there
by Southern agents vho caused the Irish workers to think
their jobg would be talen by the ﬁfrieanagsla

Conway disproved the theory that tho slaves wished %o
bolong to their masterse His father had bsllieved this to
be true, bubt when MeDowell eame Yo Fredericksburg and ralised
the Unien £lag, all the Conwvay servants had asked for their
;ibe?%yg k Among these wore the old and agaed ones who
had the nccessities of 1ife provided for them, the male
slave vho had alwvays reburned from his visits o his i1l
wife in Baltimore, a§§.thas@ vho had been well cared for
by Conwayl!s fatber,  This was indeed proof that the
desire to ba froe was stronger than the desire to live In
securitys UVhen these Negress £inally reached the Horih,
aftor passing through many difficulties., thoy worked and
no complaint was made of any idlencss on their parte Jome
wished to repay Convay for the monoy ho had gpent to help
them reach a haven of freoedoms With happy homes, and with
education provided for their children,; thore wasg much in

315
the future for the Nsgro's happiness and progresss
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Conway felt that cne of the worst blights of slavery
was that it was rosponsible for the development of the poor
vwhite class in the Southe These paople were forced to live
a squalid 1ifo, devoid of religion and-mérais, pogsessing
1ittle or no land of thelr own, and believing that labeor
was dogradings Despisad by the Hegros who called thenm "poor
white trash' and halting the Negro in turn, thsse poor unw‘p'
fortunates had to makes a living which was much more wrobched
than tggépaar who lived in large cities of RBurope or the
northe Only the war would holp these poor of the South.
The military digeipline would makts them a good working
clags, and it was only a return to slavery that could hring
thom back o lives of degradation. Ag captives of the
Rorth, persons of this class would ses the good working
eonditions of the leboring classes, aund then s%iggry,
with 21l its ovils, would be unmasked to therm.

Thot the abolition of sglavery would bring benefits to
all classes of soclsty in the South wag the bellief of lone
cure Conways To the planter it would bring much more
produce from his land whlch would bo cuitivated by Ires
laborsy to the poor whites it would bring education and a
restoration of the dignity of wor:g to the Fegro it would
bring tho freodom of his perscnagl
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SUMMARY (ANTI)

The chief point of simllarity among the anti-slavery
writers was concerned not so much with the effects of
slavery on the Hegro as with the 411 effect it produced
on the white man, The institution of slavery had caused the
status of the‘paor vhites in the South to be a deplorable
_dne; and the authors were concerned with the sconomic,
‘physicalg and intellectual conditions of the members of
this cless. Believing that labor was degrading, these
people were kept from making any worthwhile contributions
to soclety. Potentialities, however, were there and, with
training, the people could be made valuable members of the
South's family. It was felt that slavery alsc caused too
great a gulf between the whites of the South thus prevente
ing a blending of the classes as wag found in the North.
The presence of slaves was the factor which kopt out of
the South an energetlic middle class which was essential to
the prosperity and welfare of any state.

These writers vieowed the lot of the slave as an unhape-
py one. His venture into 1ife anong strangers was the bae
ginning of a life of sorrow, Once here, he was forced to
work for long hours, oft times at the lash of a whip.

The thoughts of heing sold and torn from those to whonm he
had bogome attached gave him tortures At times his over-

seer was a black man, and in hin was found cruelty greater
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than in a vhite mane. In the far South there was no close
assoclation with the master who owned hundreds of slaves,
so the slave felt no one had a personal inberest in him,
S0 full of sorrow was life for some that they resorted to
suieide rather than to continue a life which gave no hope
of a brighter fubture.

Vritings of this anti~glavery group show that the
slave wvas not well treated, The Negro's food was inadequate
and poor and all slaves were compelled to work long hours,
No provision was made for those who vere aged or physically
unfit, and they were expscted to do the samo labor as
those who were in good condition. Conway cited the horrors
of the punishment of wvhipping. These were given either
by owners or by one employed to punishs Certainly the
whip figured prominently as an insirunmsnt of torture in
the writings of Conway and Carutherse Kindness, said Con-

way,vas the exception rather than rule,



CHAPTER IIIX
CONCLUSIONS AND SUMMARY

As one read through the writings -of the authors mene-
tioned in this study, from 1824 to 1865, there was the
realization that the passage of time with the pressure of
ovents left its mark on both the pro-slavery and antie-
slavery writerse ,

In the writings of the 1820's there was the impression
that the question -of slavery, vhile under discussion, was
not yet a serious iasﬁe¢ The early pro-slavery writeré,
if indeed tbéy mey be termed such, saw not only the advane
tages but also the disadvantages of the institution to both
racess George Tucker and John P, Kennedy pointed out that
slavéry vas vrong from a moral standpoint, Both felt
that emancipation would come. They warnedy however, that
this would be a serious problem and was one best entrusted
to the masters thomselves.

In tﬁé'lSBO*s a change took places The pro-slavery
writers vore noving more to the defensive side. The
positive views of the earlier wribtors were crystallizing
into decided views and the negative ones, such as the
moral and thasretical rightag‘wera being reversed. Biﬁlical
roferences were used to prove that slévery was campaﬁible
with Christianity. The earlier views concerning emanci-

pation were changing also, Liberation was viewed as being



impractical and dangerous whether the plan was to liberate
and deport the NHegro or to waacipate hin and make him a
esi&ent of the United States, .

By the late 1850's the view wag whﬁlly defensive.
Fitzhugh's views, which favored the retention of slaVer,
were the result of comparing that lahér with free labor.
It would seem he‘ﬁas ans&ering the Northern critics by
askiﬁg“them to look into conditions in their own houses o
He was asking the abolitionists vhy they wished to free tha
African when free sbciety would offer less than slaverys
"Fitzhﬁgh reminded the British eritics of slavery to look
at their own free labor systom with 3%s child labor, poverty,
and ignoranca¢ _

In the antiw~gslavery writers tha views became more proe-
nounced against slavery as %hg years passed on. Cargthcrs;
who wrote in 183%, pointed ont that the slaves in Virginia
wére fairly well troateds it vas with the large slave holders
of South Carolina that $1aveéy was not a benevolent institue
tions This author was impatient with those of tho North
who advocated speedy liberation, and he warned theﬁ that
only trouble would come if such a course werg adopteds Cone
vay, whose book was published in 1865, did no® use this
reasohing and 1ed'nne to bellieve ﬁhe Hegroy, given an cducaw
tion, would become a worthwhile ecitizen. Comvay strasseﬁ

the harsh and unjust treatment given to the slaves in the
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homes and in the courts and he %0ld of the great desire of
~ the Negro to be freed from the yoke of slavery.

The chief differencas beween the writers of the pro-
slaVery and anti-slavery suthors were found in their views
concerning: - -

(1) the treatment givan tc the slaves by the mastars

(2) the relative happiness of the Negroes in slavery

(3) the provisions made by the master for the ﬁegrofs
welfaro. | | |
Other differences of interest were ?ound in the vieus con-
corning: . ‘ |

(1) the relative worth of the abolitionists! aims
| (2) %he’queﬂﬁicn of free labor in the South

(3) viliiam leya Garrison's efforts in America

(%) the ability of the Hegro to care for and govern
himuelf.
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