RELIGION IN TiE LIME AND TORKS OF LONGFELLOW

8y

- MORRIS EDVARD CATHER, JR,

A THESIS
SUBMITTED TO THE GHADUVATE FACULTY
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND
IN CANDIDACY
¥OK THE DEGREE OF
UASTER OF ARTS IN ENGLISH

) LIBRARY
UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND
VIRGINIA

JUNE, 1995



ACCEPTANCE SHEET
Acceptad by the faculty of the Department of Inglish, University of
Richmond, in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree

of Yaster of Artsa,.

—&w—mﬁ;ﬁ arts

B disad . [ipt-

Professor of‘English

Leany Graduate uchool



PREFACE

I wish to express my apprecistion to Ur, M. R. Cocper of
Cooper's Book Store of Richmond, Virginia, {or his help in securing
copies of the life of Henry Wadsvorth Longfrllow by Semuel Longfellow

in two vélumos, and the Riverside Edition of the compiste works of
longfellow in eleven volumes, which 15 the stendard edition of
‘ Mngfellm.; These books have been my primary sources of information
, in wrﬂ.tiné this thesiee All references in footnotea to Poetical
Yorks or to Prose ¥oris are to the Riverside Edition, from which
all quotations from the works of Longfellow have bean takene

I also wish to express my sincere gratitude to Professor
lewis Ball of the Inglish Departmsnt of the Univarsidy of Richmond,
who first suggested the subject of this thesis, and who has aided
and adviged me with suggestions and criticisms during ite

preparation,

i1

— LIBRARY
UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND

VIRGINIA



TABLE OF CONTEKRTS

FOraword o o« o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 6 ¢ ¢ 2 ¢ 6 6 06 65 ¢ 06 6028 6090 v

The Early Rcligious Experience of Longfellow, . « .

Chapter I.
Chapter 11.
Chapter Ill.
Chapter IV.
Chaptar V.
Chapter VI.
Chapter VIiIe
Chapter VIIIL.

The Influence of the Catholic Church on lLongfellow,
The Use of the Bible in the liorks of Longfellow , .

ChristUSe o o ¢« ¢ ¢ o 4« ¢ 2 » o o o 2 8 2 ¢ & @
AR S

The Poot ab Yiorship « « ¢« ¢ ¢« « ¢« « 4 o »
The Poct's Views of Death and Immorrality .
The Foet Iooks at Iifes . . ¢« ¢« v ¢« « o« v &
The Church of Henry V“adsrorth longfellow, .

Su:!ma!y..........................

Bibliogmp«by.t0;.000¢...0..oco0.000

iv

»

*

*

4
1
. 8
o19
32
olly
51
61
.68
.78
.80



FOREV.ORD

An author's work i1s generally colored by the presence or the
lack of religious convictionse The poetry and prose of Henry Wadsworth
longfellow indicate a deep-scated faith 4n Gods Although this faith
18 most clearly manifested in the works of the man, its source is found
in the 1ife and character of the poot himselfe It 48 the aim of this
paper to discover the warious contributing factors, to ascertain ther
effect upon the poet and his writings, and to draw certain conclusioné
concerning his religioué faithe | |

It 15 nocessary to delve into the biography of the poet in an
attempt to discover the influences which gave rise to his carly faith
and to trace this early religious devélapment to maturity. Home and
college marked the b ginnings of Longfellow's religious life. ’é‘»’ithin‘
his lifetime he came into contact with warious persons who tremc:ndousiy
inflvenced his thinking. He vwas nurtmd within the liberal w2lls of
the Unitarian Churches During his travels through Europe, he saw on every
hand the Roman Catholic,Churche His knowledge of the Bible was
thoroughe He was a man vho found in vorship the experience th-t his
reatloss soul especially nceded, His church was a church thst was not
restricted to creed or doctrins, but one in which btelief was expressed h
deedss The po<l.ts outlook on life, death, and immortality that form sorw
much of his vork tells us much concerning the religious faith of the mane

This paper will attempt to deal in some wmanner viih each sacred
impulse within the breast of the poet and to point to the expression of
these impulses within his prose and poetrye The development of his faits



doepared through the perscnsl experioncs of often weeting the Biuraald
and valizing nand and hond »ith Him to meot the corises of lifo, His
cature faith lesves no doubt in our mind that religion hod an dmportant
shave in the lifc of the mane To discover vhat msde up that foithy
theng is the sin of this papore ' |



" Chapter I
THE FARLY RELI_GIGUS EXPERIENCE OF LONGFULLOA

No study of the life of a man is complete \mtil one understands
all of the influcnces that worked together in that person from the car-
liest days of childhood, Ewvery little thing contributes to the finished
product. Thi;a is likew;sa trve of the re;igious development of a man,
From his carliest days hs is influenced for or against religion by the
attitude and character of those with whom he is thrown in contact. As a
result he is eithsr religious or anti-relipgious, depending upon the
stmngth of those influences, His attitude toward religion is refleoted
in his 15.!'3, and cortainly, in the cese of a poet, in his writings

| 'There 13 1ittle wonder that all through his life the mind of
Henxry Wadsviorth Longfellow turned toward religion, It a1l began in his
boyhood hone in_Portland, 3§aine}.v His mother, Zilpah Vadsworth, was a
woman who saw the Valué of spiritual things in the life of a person.
Samuél Longfellow wrote of her devotion and piety:

Full of a tender, 'simple, unquestioning piety, she wazs a

lover of church and sermon and hymnj a devout snd constant

reader of the Bible, especilally of its Psalms, Sho cormended

religion by its fairest fruits, It was the religion of
the tvo graeat commagndmentse .o+ She was g kind neighbor
and friend, a helper of the poor, a davoted mother to her
children, whose confidant she was, the sharcr of their
1little secrets and their joys, the ready comforter of
their Lroubles, the patient corrccter of their thoughts,

The 11"'9 of such a mother created an influence that lasted a lifetims,
His father, Stephen longfcllow, also had an mfluenea in the

religious 1ife of the boy.

1 Samuel Lon:follow, Life of Henry Wadsvorth Longfellow, vole I,

Pe he



He was noted for his purity of character, his gentlemanrly

bearing, his buoyant spirits, and soclal warmth, ceee

In his family he was at once kind and strict, bringing

up his ~hildren m habits of regpect and obedisnce,

of unselfishness, t g dread of dsbt, and the faithful

perfommance of duty,

At Harvard College he was the classmate of ‘Dr. Channing, who was also
his intimate friend, lb had followed his friend in his liberal
thought, for it is beliaved that he insisted that the old church
covenant of the First Parish of Portland be modiffed in its doctringl
statement before he could conscientiously assent to it and become a
church member, In the later life of this church Stephen longfellow
became one of its most walued parish;?ners.

The ecarliest record we have of longfellow's intarest in religion
comes at the time when the port is seven years old, In a latter to his
father, in Januvary, 181k, he writes: "am Chis little sistea wants a
little Bible like l.tttlaBBatsey's. %41l you pleane buy her one, if you
can find any in Boston?® There may be no more significance to this
at.atement than the fact that ths devotion of the mother to her Bible had
_been convayed to her children,

Of far more importance were the Sunuays tmt were q;mt in thoss
early days in Portlsnds

On Sundays, according to the habit of the time, all ordinary

books and occupations wore leid asidee Thare was church

going twice a day - Yooing to meeting," it was a:maya

called == never to be laid asidoh‘by any of the family,

save for the reason of sickness,

The Longfenowa warshippod in the old First Parish Meeting House in

Portland, where the modorate Calviniem of snother day had gradwally .‘

2

Ibid., vole I, p. Se
3 I5%3.) vole I) pe 7a
hm o9 ’0‘01. I’ p. 120



passed into the early form of Unitariariame The pastor of the congre-
gatioh was the Reve Ichabod Hichols, "a man of hirh intellectual pomer,
an olevated reverential spirit, and great dignity of cheracter and
presence.”  Sunday afternoons wore likewise devoted to religiom

As thire were no Sunday schools as yet, on Sunday

afternoons, after the meeting, the mother gathered

her children around her, to read in tum from the

great family Bible, and to look over, and talk

over its rude engravings of Scripture scenes and

stories. ..+s On Sunday evenings there was always

the singing of hymns of the famili r Psalmody of the

old "Bridgewater Collection, : : .
This enrly roverence for the Sabbath, the habit of attending worship
services, and his Interest in the Bible persisted through the entire
1ife of ths poet, All of these will be discussed in later chapiers,

- From his earlisst youth Henry scemed to have possesaed that type
of sou} that is truly religious and knows the deepest meaning of the
words His sister said that he was "true, high-minded, and noble -g never
a mean thought or acty injuatice in any shape he could not brook,” -
His brother writes of hinms

Hs natuare was at heart devoutj his ideas of life,

of death, and of what lies beyond were essentially
choerful, hopeful, optimistic, He did not care to

$alk much on theological pointaj but:he bellewed in

the supremacy of good in the world and in the universe,’

He was greatly impressed in reading Heckvelder's Account of the History,

¥anners, and Customs of the Indian N:tives of Pennsylvenia snd the

Nelghboring States 10 find thzt the Indians were "a race possessing
magn%&'ity, generosity, benevolence, and pure religion without hypocrisy,®
Thege attributes wmere completely in keeping with the early ideals he had
cherished from boyhoods

8

5 Ibid., Vole I Pe 13.
6 Y53,y wol. I, pe 9s
gm.. vole I, P 1he

Ib'ﬁ.. vole I’ Pe 32,



. L

The religious training in his home and the experiences of worehp
ira the old First Parish with its Unitarian leanings determined meny of
his activitias while he was in school at Bowdoin College. He wes
active in a little Unitari.aq »Societw which ke founded on the campus,

His brother remarkeds "An independent spirit crops out in his active
efforts tpugstabli.js’).t 'Y Unitarian Society in the very precincts of
orthodox Bcwdoin. ? There were but six metibers in thm 1ittle sed.ety,

~ with only & hundred or two volumes in their library. In writing to his
friend George Wells, Longfellow expresses ‘he wsh that the fommer would
axerb his influence and fourchase twonty-five or thirty coples of a little
work called *Objsctions to Uniterian Christianity Considered,'" to
vhich he invited him to "add such other works of the Unitarian trast
sociat;r“m that hs thou: 't would be usefule On his later return to the
college as a professor, ve find that he guve personsl and financial aid
to the 1ittle Unitarian church that hed been established there since his
collogs dayse At one tims he tanght one of the Bible classes in the
church and gawe his services to the choir as vall,

Through the formative years of his life, the college years, and
even in the yecars bayond graduation as he turned his face and his steps
toward Europe, the influence of his father and his mother contimed to
follow hin, To them he often turned for guidance; with thm he shared
the deepest experiances of his soul. Thoir lstters to him carried an
ever present reminder of the presence of the Suprems Deing and of the
assurance of their prayers for him, His mother wrate  to him in 182k,

? Jomss Hatfield, New Light on ellow, pe lLie
1 Samuel Longfelfa‘i: OPe C f%'., VOle 1y Pe



| 5
while he was still a student at Bowdoing ®Not a dny passes that I do not
think of my absent sons, nor do I over forget them in my daily petitiens
to that Baing vho alons can protect us;s!!!u As he Was gbout to 1~awve for
Europe, she w“rote’; ®iay God be with you and prosper youj mzy you hold
23t to your integrity, and ﬁatsinx that purity of heart, vhich is so
endéaring to your frisnds.®  His father 1ikowise counswle, ®Be careful
not to take part in any opposition to the religion or politics of the
countrias in vhich you resides eese In 811 yoixra» vays remember the God by

Those power you sre sistained and protected.®  Fhile Henry wes in
France, his mother wrote to hims

Your parents have great confidence in your wprightness,

and in that purity of mind which vill instantly toke

-~ alamm on coming in contact with anything viciouns or

uworthye We have confidencey but must be,gareful

and watche But enoughe I do not mistrust youe™
These excerpts from letters show that there was nothing superficid
or puritanical in th-ir deep concern for thoir son, but a genuine plety
that bslieved that religion could bring out the best in a many There
was an influence here that lasted a lifetime. The desire of the parents
for thelr children is porhaps best reflected in a letter recoived from
his father in 1824

I am happy Yo observe that my ambition haz mavor been

t0 accumulate wealth for my childrem, but to cultivate

their minds in the best possible mannsr, and to imbue them

with correot morel, political, and religl ous principles,

=~ bolieving that & person thus educated will with propor

diligenos be certain of ﬁtaining 2]l the wealth which is

necespary to happlincase

Perhaps the poet realized the full truth of his father's words ag he

1 mid., wl. I, p. LS.

m., vol. I’ Pe TCe
13 TB'IH., vol. I, Ps 960
113 m., vole I’ Pe 5be



coummtedupm ths funeral sorvice -h:ld for his father in 1BL9: A
fun:ral discourse by I}r. ¥ichols, oxtolling the great virtuwes of
Benevolence, Integrity, and true Religion, Ch, my dear fathor, those
ars tiy moruments on earthl“ls

To Longfollow, as to overy man, cumc the decision for his life's
vorke In his time the three leading professions were law, meodicine, snd
the ministry, While we find muh cvidence in his vritings of his
genuine religious feeling, and though his nature was at heart devout,
he fo1t no calling to the sacred desk, To his father from the campus
at Bowdoin, he wrotes 91 hardly think that nature designed me s.ee
for the mlpit."m To Georgoe Wells he confesseds "I am not good
enough for a minister.“m later to the samc friend he wrotes

The study of diviniiy I alvays rogard with the grs:'nwst:’f

reverencey and 1 should not wish to ontsor so beautiful

a8 vinoyard == homever great the horvest armd fen the

laborers ~-, unless I thought that by my care the holy -

fmiﬁ.aﬂd flourish more, sid its brenches yleld more
It »as his strong conviction that nature hzd designed him to follow
2 literary career, and that)ﬁ hs vould evrr rice to success in the
world)it rust bo through the use of his talents in the field of
litorature,. _

Thus e:arly influences played a major part in the religious
developm:nt of Henry ¥adsworth Longfellom, From his mother hs gained
a devotion to piety and a "pure reli;ion and undefiled® that best
expressed 1tself in a living faith that was rolated to nll of lifes From
his father h- acquired a 1ib ral turm of mind that led him to embrace the
Unitarian faith, which seemed to satisfy him =ll of his life, His

15 Ihid.’ ml. EI’ Pe x6.

o’ &lo_lﬁ Pe ;2:



f2ith was a practical one, which he brlieved wan best erprossed in
works. He fraquently attended vorship se-vices. Ids carly
a.ssacié"z;ion with tha Plble 1.4 %o his frequont quotations froa the
Seriptures in his poems. A8 we pursus the study of the z*g:zligious
1ife of Longfsllew, we shall 830 that ho never gssentially departed

irom any of these early infiucncese



| Ghapter 11
THE INPIUENCE OF THE CATHOLIC CHUARCH ON LONG:ELION

48 we read the works of Longfellow, ve are impressed by the
fact 'thai; the Catholic \Clmrch.a/nd its tradition were among the major
sources from vhich the poot drew a great desl of materiale It is
well for us to consider in detail the oxtent of this mfiuende, both in the
‘works and in thelife of the poet,

¥any of his narrativ poems are steeped in the backgreound of the
monastery, or the holy atmosphers of the Hass, or the countryside
vhere the Angelus 18 a familiar sound, and the covied head of the priest
a frequent sighte The first poem that comes to mind is Evangeline, with
118 Bcenes 1sid 4n French Canada and ihs bayous of Louisiona. From the
opening aéenaa in the little village‘ of Grand-?ré, vhere the iarish
priest and the sound of the Angelus bell predomimted, until the final
scenes of the poem that find the heroine as a Sister of Hercgy, there .18

a distinct Catholic flavor, Thg Golden legend, the socond part of

Chriztus, is an “e;ocation of the Hiddle Ages «eee eapécially the scenes
of monastic life," Here the poat has captured tha true picturs of
the influence of the Catholic Church upon all of mediewzl life, It was

said by Ruskin that Longfollow in The Golden Legend "hed entered 1‘:211:0 the
temper of the _mcnk mor~ closely than any historian or theologian." More
will be said of this work in a later chapter,

There are many othor poems with a similar background. 4mong then

% Van Wyck Brooks, The Flowering of Now England, pe bll.
Ib&dey Do 156,




9
may be found "The Horman Baron®” and "King ¥itlaf's Drinking Horn" from

Voices in the Hight; "King Robert of 5icily," "The Saga of King Olaf,"
"Torquemada,® "The Cobbler of Hagenau," "Tha Legendyfhautinxl," |
"The Baron of St Castine,” "Emma and Eginhard,” and “The donk of Casal
lﬁaggioxe_? from Tales of a ¥ayside Inn, , ‘

There is svery evidence m. his writings that he was acquainted

vith the Cturch Fathers and Catholic theologye He had read the sermons
of St. Augustine as we can See in the poem "Thao Ladder of St. Aughstine,”
"The Sermon of St. Francis® shows us his familisrity with St. Francis of
Assisi, ™Mionte Casino®™ deals with the founder of the Benedictine arder,
St. Benedict, In other places in his witings we find refarences to

men such as Oregory, Aquinas, Chrysostom, Tertullian, Justin Martyr,
Origen, émd Cyprian. In his Journal, longfellow once salds

I lowe at times to turn over the pages of the early Chrisiien

Fathers. %hen I open one of iheir sombre-looking tomes, and

mwy eye loiters down the long and weather stained column,

something of the same “eeling comes over me as 17 I were

paseing along the ;lommy alsles of an o0ld ca&hedml, and

listening to tho sage monitions of the past,

The poot also knew and utilized a great deal of C:tholic
folklore and saint's legends. It was the l:igend of St. Christopher that
had such a markcd influence upon the 1ife of the hero of Longfellow's
novel Kavanaghe In "The Spanish Student” there 18 a reference to the
temptation of St, dnthony by the devil, The poem “Santa Filomena,"
dealing vith Florence Hiphtingale, uses as 1ts background the lepend
of §¢t, Filomena, In "King Witlaf's Drinking Horn" there is & refcorence

to St. Cuthlac and St. Bysil,

3 Prose Vorks, vol., I, p. 16,



10

Another influence of the Catholic Church npon his writings
may be found in his use of many Catholic allusionSA speech. In his
Journal, we find these two figures: "Shrouded in a cold whith covers
ne like a monk's hood,"h and "Felcome, O bromn Cctober! like a monk
with a drinking horn, like a pilgrinm in msset.‘s In "Hidnight Mass
for the Dying Year® wé find the lincet
| The winds are chanting solemn masses,

PP G0 ACOEBBES CPROBPLERINPIOTNOBOsOSONN

And the hooded clouds, like fri.ar36
Tell their beads in drops of rain,

In ®*The Spanish Student™ we reads

| Kmé’.}.ing 1ike hooded triara; the misiy mountains
Racoive the benediction of tha sun.
In Tales of a gzside Inn the Sicilian is described thuss

Clean shaven was he, as a pri@at,a
¥ho at the wass on Sunday si.ng.s.

In SEmma and Eginhard? we Iind this descriptions

4nd, placld as a mun, th- moon on high 9
Gazing from cloudy cloﬂ.-stera of ‘he skye

Without these figures the writings of tha poet would be lacking in
much of thair rich imagery.

Tha first poem of lLongfellow in vhich we find any clement
of Catholic influence was written bofore his (first trip to Europe in
1826~1829 and is based npon the misuse of a word, This poem ie
*The Hymn of the Meravian Huns of Bethlcheme® It was suggested by a

6 b Samuel Longfellom, life of Hshry Vadsworth longfellow, vole 1I,

L 7 ® '

P 5 Ibid., vol, 1I, p. 12k,
ZEGEiC’l Orka vol, 1’ Pe 3z,

? ISEE., VO [ 3 p‘ 182.

8 m.’ v01. IV, Pe 20,

? I6id., vol. IV, p. 205,



sentencs written uwpon Count Casimir Pulaski in the North Amcrican nem%
for 1825, which stateds "The standard of his legion was formed of a
plece of crimson silk embroidered by the Noravian nuns of Bethlehem in
Parmsylvania,? These vords touched the fancy of the poets According
to his brothor he mas misled by the word "mums® and concoived the scene
of consecration as given in the poem, pictured after what he hed read
of the Roman Catholic ritual, -

0f the Yoravians he lmew nothing, The scens was purcly

imaginarye In the world of plain fact the church of the

Moravians had, of cours:, neither "censer,® nor"covled

head,"™ nor “chant of nuns,” nor "dia mysterious aisle,"

por ¥consscration of the bamner.® '

It is very possible that the poet had 1ittle, if any, contact with
the ritual or the service of the Catholic Church before his first trip
to Furope. This secems to be borne out by tho great detail used in
Outre-tier to describe all of the elements of Catholic worship that
greeted him upon his arrival in Burope . that he saw scemod to open up
for him & whole new world of thought and imagery, There is little
wonder that he turned to this new source of characters and btackgrounde
¥o man could have 'tra#elled as widely in Eurcope and not had some
impression created within him by this Church, _

In Rouen, Lcngfelloﬁ had his first glimpse of a cathedral,
a9 he emerged from a narrow alley through which he was walking, Of this
éxperience he writea:

If it had suddenly risen from the ecarth, the effect

could not have been more powerful and instantaneous,

It complotely overwhelmed my imsgination, and I steod
“or a lon; time motionless.dl

10 [
Samuel Longfellow, e Cite, vol i, p. 13.
1 prose Forks, vole I;ﬂ PPe 29-30,.



32
There was something about the Catholic service that touched a responsive

chord in his 1ife, Ha wrotes

The +hrilling chant of the fatholic service broke upon

thoe care 4t first it was low, solemn, and indistinct;

then it became more earnest and entresting, as if inter- -

ceding and imploring pardon for sing and then arose

loudsr and louder, full, harmonious, majostic, as if it

wafted the song of praise to hoaven =——and suddenly ceaseds

Then the sweet tones of the organ wmere hesrd = trembling,

thrilling, and rising higher and higher, filli.ng the

whole air with their rich, mclodious music. =hat

exquis t?zaccordst What noble harmonies! ?:hnt touching

pathose _
He loved the hour of vespers, and "the rcligious twilight of the plaoce,
the lamps that burned on the dist.ant altar, the kneeling crownd, the
tinkling bell, and bhe chant of tho avening sorvice," A1) of these

11

£illed him with ™new and intense motions. . Hs describes in detail
the Catholic funcral procession that passed beneath his window in the
little Fronch village of Auteuil, feeling that it was necessary to
complete his picture of the life of the Franco he visiteds

All of the elements of th: worship of the Catholic Church
made a very vivid impression upon himi the Elevation of the Host,
the sacrament of Confession, znd the sacrament of Extreme Unction
‘admini-tered %0 a dying girle We get an insight into the side of the
poet that sou;ht for God in the boauty of worship as he comments upen
the Ave Haria, the evenim service for the Virgin Mary, wiich he found
partioularly beautiful angd impressive, He found food for his soul m
the bnsic idea behind thie service, even though hc did not agree wibh

vorship of the Virgin. He writes:

12 Ibid., vol. I, P 59,



13

Just ss the eveninz twili:ht commences, the bell tolls
to prayer, In a moment, throughout th: crowded city,
-the hum of business is hushed, the thronged streets
are still; the gay multitudes that crowd the publie
®alks stand motionless; .... The multitude uncover
their heads, and, ™ th the sign of the cross, vhisper
their evening prayer to the Virgine Then the hells
ring & marrier penly the orowds move apsin in the streets,
and the rush and turmoil of business recommenses .eee
It seemed to crll the soul from its worldly cccupations
to reposs and devotion, .... and though I may differ
from the Catholic in regard to the object of his
supplication, yrt 1t scems to me a benutiful and
appropriate solemnity, that, at the close of each mﬁy
epoch of 1ifa .... the voice of a whole psople, and

of “he vwhole world, should go up to‘_g aven in p‘raise,
and supplication, and thankfulneas,

:{n Spain, Longfellow visited the Escorial, at the same tine a palace,
church, convent, and sepulchre, ¥hile there he heard Mass said,:snd’
as almays the effect of the chantiné and the pealing of the organ
-was most poverful upon the soul of the pocte

There wore those clenenta in the Catholic vorship that £illed
great nceds in his 1ife, Three days after the death of his first wife,
in Novambor, 1835, on his journey from Hotterdam to 'eidelberg, he
stopped at Dusseldorf, There he strzyed into a Catholic Church where
"the solemn stillness ét the clevation of the host, the kneeling crowd,
and the soft subdninsvh:fmn chanted to *he.music of the organ, soothed
and cheered h:i_xez.":lh The folloin: Sunday found him in the cathedral
at Bonn, In the solemnity of ‘he woruhi,p, in the 1lifting of voices
and organ to the sky, and ‘in the d>votion to God found in much of the
ritunl, longfellow found much that attracted and pleased him.

1?; Ibid., vole I, ppe 220-221,
Samuel LO“ZIGHOW’ Bpe Cifu, vol. I’ Pe 2124



1
Althoupgh Lonﬁellom found "its principles .... as pure and holy
as could be wished,”  let it be said that he did not find everything
in the Roman Church to his liking. In Spain the evils of Catholicism
came forcibly upon himié Ho saw there a "superstitious devotion to the
dogmas of the churche” He felt that they were enthusiastically r:ligious,
but that much of it was expressed only in external rituslism. ie writes:
They will belicve anything a priest tells them to, vithout
askin: vhy or whorefore, But at “he sare time, as you may
readily infor from this, they have as little pure re¢ligiom
as can te found upon the face of the earthe In fact their
religion may be justly compared to one of those little
-grocery stores in the purlieug of Green Strest, which has
its vhole stock ofﬁugar hats and gingerbread images stuck
up at the windows, v
He found much in the art, poetry, and drama of the land that took
from the baruty of the religious devotion. Among the literature of the
Spanish poets he found poems written about the iiwsfgaimS or
Biblical characters that cheapened these characters and made them appeer
nore on the level with commen men hecause they were in a low,:wulgar
styls., He writest.
Such descriptions tend to strip religion of its pac\ii.iai'
sanctity, to bring it dovn from its heawvenly abode, not
merely to dwell smong men, but, like an imprisoned culprit,
to be chained to the derelict of grinciple. manacled with
base desire and earthly passion.l
Much of what he saw in Spain Longfellow characterized es "this monument
19 N
of superatition," In Italy, he found more of the same superstitiont
| At Rome there is o great deal of religious superstitionee..
but I have besen so long in Roman Catholic countries tmt
the sbuses have little effcct upon mes eoee The conly idea

they have of hallowing the seventh day is that of going
to ¥ass in the mopning. 4nd all the other fostiwvals of the

15 Ibid., vol. I, ps 212,

16 mge Torks, vol. I, P 1210.

}g mm%nllow, Sp. €it., vol, I, ps 119,
Prose Yorks, vol. I’ . m.

19 m. VOIO I’ Pe 21 L4
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church are kept juszt as holy as the Sabbathe

One night in Italy he passed through a public sguars, and thcre entered
a2 church for midnight Mass, He saw the 1light from the high altar,
and the knesling crowd, and heard the somber tones of the orgmn. Ho
found himself wondering how many among all of that crowd had been
dravn to that place by unworthy motives, motives even more unworthy
than Just mere i&le curiosity, He thought to hinselfe “Ham‘m'zmy a
heart beat wildly with earthly pggsions, vhile the unconscious lip
repeated the accustomed prayere® -

In F_fxfance, he found that the Church was attempting to "shackle
the spirit of the nation® with a restriction of freedom of the DroS8e
He writess v

It is the dark and dangerous policy of the priesthood that

is5 doing this, The Jesuits rule the mind of a weak and

good-pegrted king (Charles X), Think with What strides

a nation is going btack to the dark ages when a printer

is publicly prosecuted for publishing tbgzmoral precspte

of the Evangelists without the mirac}.es. o _ .

_ There were other things he could not helé questioninges One
evening in Spain, he drew near a chapai vhere a priest was instyucting
a group of children gathered around him "into the mysterious doctrines
of nother churche? These insiructions consisted of Questions from the
catechism, dealing with the Trinity, the Virgin Birth, the Divinity and
the Humanity of Christ, and the place to vhich the departed soul was
carrieds Said longfellows o

I did not quarrel with the priest for having been born and
edurated in a faith different from mine) but 1 .... could not
help asking mysclf in e vhisper,™hy perplex the spirit of

a child with these metaphysical subtilties, these dark

mysterious speculations, which man §3 all his pride of
intellect cannot fathom or explain.

2058.@.\61 maallcm o citey vols I, Po 148,
21°p 000 Viorks, vole ‘?; pe 230, ’
22 Te) Longlellon, ope cit., vol. I, pe 101s

23 Prose Yorks, vol.I, pe
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On anpther occasion he stood and looked a% a "barefoot Carmelite

ecse Pasted by nidnight vigilas and long penance,® who had shut his heart
to the “endecarments of carthly love,"™ whose shoulder did not bear the
burden of his follow man, and who has "no friends, no hopes,‘ no sympathies,®
Longfellow asks himself the questions "Thou standest aloof from DB
and art thou nearer God? I know not. Thy motives, thy intensions, thy
desimsaa‘rﬁ régistcife’d in waven, ‘I am thy fellow man==and not thy
Judged? In "imalfi” he continues thinking along these lines as he aaysé

Lord of vinoyards ond of lands, |

Fap abowe the convent stands,

On its terraced walk aloof

Loans a monk with folded hands,.

Placid, satisfied, serene,

Looking down upon the scene

Over woll and red=tiled roof;

Wondering unto what good end

A11 this toil and traffic tend,

And vhy all men carnot be

Free {rom care and froe from pain,

And the sordid love of §a3.n,

And as indolent as heel
I think we can sce hore that to the poct religion was aomething that wasg
-best ‘expressed, not in keeping it to onself, tmt in sharing it with all
mankind. And yet he know that "sQli’cude works miracles in the heart;"
that "all is not therefore rotienness that vesrs a cowl,” and that. many
8 pure spirit has fled the temptations of t,gg vorld to seek in solituds
and self communion a closer walk with Gode* He also reccgnized that
4% was these same hours of solitude that had mesed on to posterlty
-~ the bzmtin classical scholarship as thesa monks alom had spont many
hours laboring over old manuscripts,

It did not take hin long to mcognize that vhich was evil and

‘that which was good in the annals of the Roman Church and us yorahipe

Porhaps the best contrast of thi: may be seen in three of the narrative

2l poig,, vols I, pe 150.
25 Tootical Works, vole I1I, Oﬁ 91,
m:-Es, vol. I’ Pe &

-.__l
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poems from Tales of a Tayside Inn. The first two deal with as sordid
- and as black a picture of the Roman Church as conld be fwund anywheres
One of those is "Torquemada," which Longfellow himeelf colled " a dismal
story of fanaticism,” ZLaid in the days of the Spanish Inquisition, it
depicts a father who with mistaken zeal accuses his ow daughters of
heresy and lights the torch himself that scals their doom. Tho second
of thoso dark pictures is found in "The Cobbler of Hagenau. It desls
with the fimous szle of indulgences by Tetzel, Longfellow treats this
praétice with irony in the story of the cobbler who »ill have no laes
said for his dead wife because he believed that her soul vas cbeolved
from sin and roady to enter the gates of heaven because of the indulgence
purchased from Tetzele However, "The Logend Bealitiful® gives the other
side of the picture of the Roman Catholic Church, It tells the ‘story
of the mohk vhoge prayers and devotions were rewarded by a vision of the
Christ as e had once walked through Oalilee toaching and healinge The
vision bids the monk to go out to minister to the needy vho heve
gathered on the porch of .the monastery to be healeds At first he
‘hesitates. Fhy ahould he go when the Vision is with him? However, he
goss and ministers to the needye His Job completed, he returns to his
coll to find the Vision still there and saying to him, "Hadst thou
stayed, I must have .i.’led."z? Is theru hore in this narrative an indication
of the true nature of the religion of the poet? As ve shall szee lator,
thore wmas mithin longfellow an intense feeling for his fellow mane

| In his over-all view of the Catholic Chwrch, Longfellow found
mach that inspired him and delighted him, but he found much that was not
congsnial with his idea of the true &pirit of roligiocn, His attitude

27 poetical ¥orks, Vole IV, Pe 177e




, 18
toward the Roman Church perhaps can be suemed up in his feeling on entering

the cloister of the muns in Mariemburg in Garmany: *I did not say on
that ocoasion, as Thomas Aquinas did on entering the r;onvcnt. at lerracina,
'Here lot me rest in peace forevermore.! but the quiet of the place
delizhtod me” % He never would have felt at home in the Pman Catholic
Church, hut there was much in the ritual, the beauty of ?‘orship,
solemnity of the Mass that started the chord of inspiration vibrating
in his breast vwhich lifted him tovard Code The endearing wvalues of the
Ca‘holde Curch to Longfrllow were the same onos that the young minister
Kavanagh foundt 9%zeal, self dovotion; heavenly aspirations, humon
sympathics, endless doeds of chari&y."w Ho found satisfaction in these
rather than in its "bigotry, and fanacticism, and intolerancﬁ."zg

¥hat was noble, pure, and of a good report, these gave longfellow's
questing soul satisfaction and delirht, This was the importance of

the influence of the Catholic Church upon lLongf=1low |

285061 Longfellow, B < m.., vol. 1, pe hOhe
29 Prose Vorks, VOJ.Q s Pe _



Chapter III
THE USH OF THE BIBLE IN THS YORKS OF LOMGFLLLOW

| In the wo;*ka of longf-llow there is overwhelming evidence of his
- femiliarity with the Bibles. Th: grominunt place of the Bible in the

- Longfellow homs in Portland has already been discussed. The po:tis
mother would gather the femily arouncd her on Sunday afwrmona' “m' read
in turn from the great family Bible, and to look over, and talk over its
rude engraving of Scriprure scenes and events.“l In tho home the poat '
also met the old "Bridgewater Collsction® of the hymns and Psalmsy, in the
singing on Suni-y nightse later, in "Ihe Couriship of Miles Standish,®
his. mention of ®the vellwworn Psslm-book of Ainsvorth indicates a kmow:
ledge of this old rollection of hymne and Psmlm.

It would scem that the interest of Longfellow in the pages of
the Scripture continued through his life, He could not have turmned his
mind toward Ths Divine Tragedy without a thorough knowledge and interest
in the 'Sdri;rbures.b On several occasions we find references to his read-

ing of “he Bible.a BRead passeges in Exodus, Tonderful, evontful,
strange historyi® He not only read the Bible in English, probably using
the {ing James Version, but he was alm skilled enough in the use of the
Creek language to read the How Testament in its original tongue, He

writoss

I was reading this morning eeee ths tonth chapter of
Mark, in Grock, the lnst seven verses of which contain
the story of biind Bartimeus, and alweys seemed 10 me
reparkable for their beautye At once th~ vhole scone
pregented its-1f t0 my mind in lively colors, == the
walls of Joricho, the cold wind through the gstoway,

1 Semuel Longfellow, Life of Henry Vodsvorth Longfellom, vols I

1 ‘ ,
Pe 3 2 Ibid., Vol 1I. Pe 87



the rageed, blind baggar, his shrill cry, the tumultiucas 2
crovd, the gerens Christy the miracle; and these things
took the form I haw glven them sbove, whave, periorce,
1 have vetained the striking Oreek exprossions of entreaty,
comfort, and h-alings thouwh I aw well oware that Creek
was not spoken at Jerdicho, 2
It i3 not cortain whother Longfellow also knew Hobrews Ono cvening a
friend came to call, vho "repcated eeee Some of the Paalma in Hebrew;
“ strange mys*erious langusge, bullding up it;s poems with sqnare ‘bloclcs
| of sounds The same tongue in vhich Jeremiah prophesied and ﬁaﬂd sange
~  Thore are a musbor of his poems that have a definite Biblical
backgrounds The rosult of the reading of Mark 101 l6-52 in Greek wos
the poem "Blind Bartimous,® with expressions from ths Oreck originsl
in cach stanza. One of his anti=slavery poems, "The Varning," is
based upen the closin; events in the 1ife of Samson as found in
Judges 163 21~31s Upon the occasion of his brothor!s ordination to the
miniztry, he chose the conversation of Jesus with the Rich Young Ruler
as found in Mark 10s 17=-22 as the background for the poem entitled
"Hyene" In "The Three Kings;® which s baced on the familiar paseage
in Uatthen 231 1-12, the oot stays close to the story except in the
use of fhe nemes of the three Hagls Kelechior, Qaspar, and Baltasare
In "The 5iftin: of Poter®™ ne dips into luke 221 31-3L3 5he62 to describe
the story of the denial of Jesus by Fetarse
The one vork of the post that makes the greatest use of Biblical
matcriels 18 Tho Divine Tragedy, vhich is Fart I of Christus. This
work will be treated in detail in a latér chaptere Hore it is our

purposs to show the sources Irom which the poet drew his material for
this account of the 1ife of Christe The folloving teble v 1l account for

these sources:

3
Tbid., vol. I, pe 386
b _@o: Vole Ii’ !;o 151,
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SOURCES OF BIALIGAL MATIMIAL I “TRE DIVINE THAGHHIO
- ——— o

Mvision of Posn

1. Yox Clamantis

II, Hount tawarant-
ania

IIT, The Yarrioge 4n
Gana

IV, In the Gorn-
: Meldn

V. Hazareth

¥i. The sﬂ& of
Gelﬁ.le«o

¥1l, Tlw Demonine
' of Gadars

V1i7e Talitha Gumi

Ike Tha Towar of
Hngdala

Xs The lipuse of

Simén the
Pharisea

THE SHECOHD Passovill

I. Pafore the {igtes
of Yachnerus

11, Herod's Hanquot
Hall

111, Under the ¥Walls
of Vachaerus

Synoptic ospal

Hatbe 33 1-12

Yatt, bs 3-11

Yatte 123 1-7
Mark 33 27

Take L3 16-29
Hatte ‘133 55
Bark 63 L

Luke 93 1«17
L“kﬁ" hz 29,30
Batb, 113 28-30

Hark 63 1-20 -

©Yark 53 22-13

Hntte 1his 2531
Luke 8t 2

Luke 73 31-50

Mari 63 17,2
Hark 63 k7-28

Hark 63 27=29

Johanndne Gospel

John 23 13

Johzy 13 19-34

dohn 23 321

John 13 15-51

John 63 L

Other. Jources

}'Eabn 23 lh
}:i“ivﬁg h?z 2’3
Lang, 128 3
r“ﬂ. l@jis 2
Jer. 193 31

Song of Sol.
2s L, 10-12
5% 2, 10-13
63 9

75 11,12

iaa. 61s 39&,%0
H2s 1,1\3,69
310,18

Lime 23 10,11
3’ 6,12’23}4



Division of Poom

IV, Hiendomus ot
Hiight

Ve ing Eﬁ;rtigmq
Vi, dacobla Wall
Vil. The Coasts of

Caanaren
i lippd

Viii. The Young Buler

At Fbtémny
Xe Born Hiind

Siron Hogus and
Halen of Tyre

THE THIRD PALSOVER

Is The Entry into
Jarusalon

II, Sclomon's Porch

IIX. ford, Is It 12

iV, The Carden of
Gathsenaneg

Synoptic Goopel

Vavic 10s 1652

labt, 163 13-18,

20=26
173 1=-23
Harle 93 2«29

Jake 188 9=1h,16
&?.’:itt. 193 16"30

Uark 103 17=-3L
luke 10: 2830

fuke 10s. 38«42

 Eavk 103 1652
Hatt, 15: 21-28
¥atte 213 9,10
inke 193 38«10

luke 23 LO=52
13-15,
23“'??,
29-35,
37,38

17-21,
2729

Yark 1l

Lukre 223 31,33,

} - 35-30
Uatt, 263 33-35

tark 3hs L1 42
luke 223 l;;;
Hatte 203 LG=585
Luka 223 53
larie 1by S1

Johannine Gospel

John 33 1-21

John ks 1-35

John 98 1-3l

John 122,
John 123 17-19

John 78 LO,LY,
| 52

John 135 27,36,37

John 18s 12-;
. lig58

22
Other Sources

IT Binga 23 23«

:
&

acts Us 9=2l

Acts 223 3



Division of Foem
V. ?m P&lﬂm 0£
" {alaphas
\?I.f_ Pontiuag Pilate
Vi, Parabbas in

Synoptic Goapel
ark 1hs 58,62
Iake 233 2-28

iatt. 278 16

John 1l: L7-i:9
John 183 %-23,

- Prison Bark 153 7
VIII.Eﬂw Homo Tuke t..,'hv 13"15 Jaohn 193 h“ls
Katd, ??‘ 7 22’ . 19’21’
. 23 2
: LA!{& 23: 22
ltto 27’ 19’2!‘,
| | s
IXe Aceldana Acts 13 19
X¢ The Taveo Hatte 273 39—&3 Joan 193 28,30
© Crossas laks 233 3;1.39,
© Hatte 27: hﬁ»‘ﬁa
XI. The Two ¥arjes  Hatb. 285 1-7 Jalin 20s 1?,21;.
Luke 2l 5-7 16
%1%, The Soa of Pa b -
Galiieo luke Sk John 201 5,7,27 I Jolm 43 10
: - John 211 5"’?,
10=-12
1G=a2
Epllogue

The use of the Bible by the poat was not limited W tha poeus
based upon Biblical stories. He often quoted from the Holy Seripturss
in nany of his poeas, E{zmy of his figurcs of speoch and allusions
are alao drawn .{‘roa ity pages. Here and thore are general references
o the Bible that show his intimate knowlasdgs of its contentse The
following table will show something of the cxtensive use made of tim

Bible 4n his writings in addition to the sources already cited,

Johannina UJoaspel Othor Sources 23



BIBLICAL WUOTATIONS AND ALLUSIONS ZN THE HONKS OF LONCIULLON

—

Book Quotation Allusion ' York
OI;} TESTAULHT
Genouis 230 The Court‘ship of Biley Stundish, IX,

23 10-1ly T Talcon Of DOF FedeYigo™
- The Courtship of Hiles Standish
2s 18 ' - The Uo uz*ﬁi:ﬁ; o1 Bilos oLuncuibh, 43
Wb Dpanioh  OTuGenLy

1
3s O !gzmrion, 1iI, v,
Iis f{im onn Fndicott,” 11, if.

*The Slave in the Disaal Swamp®
“The édrsenal at Opringfielg®

8s 22 "an April Day®
pXi} Chrictuos "Tho Abbott Joachin®
18s 1 "Blio%va Oak

19s "Giles Gorey of the Salem Fryms) 11,44,
19s 2} Judas Naceabousn }

19s 26 Irg%mrmn, ail, L.
21s the Jowish Cemetory at Hewport®
21y 1=-21  BEvanygeline, I, iii,

22 ~ ialos of a Uayside inns "Torvuemada®
' - The Coldon Lepend,” ile

2ls The Courtaship of iiles Stondish, IX,

27s zgfégzax»zoza, v, T,

27 22 rieglac Vorse®

28s 12 A Gloom of Sunshina®

Evangeline, I, ii,
naltont |

Journal, Life, II, p. 308
293 23-75 Journal, r‘*"zg.ui 1T, pa 3i6s
£

328 232 Bynngoeling, &dp fe
37¢ 28 Hhanu of the Desert in an ibur O.pss®

Exodus 7: 19 Ravanu I, i,
e B T een
Journal, Lifa, I, p. 358,
1bs 13 The Balled of the french Fleet®
i5s “The Slave Singing at Hidnight"
20s 12 "John Endicott,® ILI, %,
22s 18 . "iiles Corey of the Salem Farws,® IIX, ii,
20s 3k Journal, Life, II, p. 137,
283 31-30 The Courtonip of Hilas Standish, Iiq
328 19 "’fl?'m JGEGH Cefc oty av ug@ogtﬁ
3 20 Tales of a Vayside Inns "The Legend
33 A Ol fabbf Den LovaT

ieviticus . 17: 11 Juday Usceabous




Eool'
I&mbom

De:pwrommy
Joshua
Tuth

I Sazuol

I Samnasd

I Kings

1Y Kinge

I Gonicles
1I Chronicles
Esra

lloheniah
Esther

Quotation

13s 6,8,9
103 12

16 21-31

68 16
iis 27
13s 33

iéi: 1‘?

208 10
2k 120

Auusi.on

York

13%:23;2k'. The Couriship of Mileg Stamndish, IX,

17s 8
208 27
3‘ 11’12

25 3

9s 15

21s 6-11
162 31
18s 38

173 W=l

23 11
23 13
13s 21
198 35

Kavnm : s XiVe

drentg Crusada®

!!mm'i . IV, vili,

Tha Courtehip of‘ mua at.kummh, vIZ,
TIohh

LI mnt’

typori X, iv.
ucns Luaccabeus

Judag ilnccabous
ho gy

"4 Gloam of Sunahine®

“Flouors?

Tho Courtship of idles Standish, I,

Christuss Martin luthge!
TuLo8 or a Yayside Inns "Lhe Birds of
IS gwo
The Couytahip of Miles Standish, VIZ,
o8 Loroy ol tho Lalem rarud,”
.. TI, iy iv, ﬁi{ I oy R
LT of n arnys do Ions “ihe Saga of

>

Joumal Li"e 276,

Tho Oourto np of f.«.ﬂas Standioh, IV,
WJohn Lnik co [R,“ IV, 173 ‘3‘, 3.
*he Chanbe:r over ihe ww

Judas Haceabeus

"Holen of "ym"
Outre=Loprs “The Bnpta,.zm of Fire"
oY o:u,L?f :&%i 5
ocunt S8, 11, Ps 355,
"(ilos Gomy of tho Salem lams,“ 13,
1i4,.
Judas “nc:;dbmm

Evangeline °
L7} u;’ AR f}ay by the Sea¥
"Hichoel Angelo® \
Judas Hacoabeus

ATho dovish Cenotery ab Lowport®



Book Quotation Allusion
dJob
5s 6
Psalms 573 8
g0s L
110: 3
Proverbg 238 31
31: 10-13,
19,22
Ecclesiantes 13 2-
1s 9
SOng of Solcmon
Isalah . 1: 18
1s 18
178 6
‘ 208 3
o 358 1
38:1 1 )
Lo 12
: h2s 3
632 1,2
658 10
Jerenmiah 9s 21
. 18s L
313 15
Lamentations ‘
Bzekiel 3bs 2,19
Daniel ' 3t 9
53 5
5% 33
81 27
Hosea 8t 7
Joel .28 29
3s 1)
.‘ Anos 235 13
_ Obadiah |
Jonsh

Hi.cah 35 11

26
Work

Giles Oorey of the Solem Farms,™
I, ii,
“Resignntion"

letter, Life, » 31. ,
"The Golden Lm,e.nd& 11,
Christuss "Finale
IEZer.fcm, v, v,

Talee of a ¥ayside Inns"The Rhyme of
Sir Thrislopher =
The Courtship of Miles ot,andishj VIiLL

"Bélisarius“ ~
Iﬁtmr, Lifa?l_ ig P. 50.

"Divina Conmedia,” IXI,

- W, w
Tales Sg£ a ay_z_:i Inng "King Hobert

3]
"The Mootin{,"
"John Eﬂdicot’tg I’ 5..
fAjohn Endicott," IV, v,
“"John Bndicott,® IV, iii,
KaVanaﬁg, 1v, '

oats ,
Kavanagh, XXII,

ndicott," I, iti,

"John Endicott," X, i.
#The Ballad of Lhe French Fleet®
"Resignation®

"John Endicotty I, 1.

#G0iles Corey of the Salem Famms," I, ii,
E eline, II, iii,
;ﬁm ol ?l, viii,

nﬂicott," I’ io

Journal, Life, II, p. 3L7.

fJohn Endicott,® III, i,
"Giles Corey of the falom Farmg,® I,4%,

Tales of & Yayside Inns "Blizabeth®

"John Endicott,® I, i,
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Book Quotation Allusion Toxk
Nahun
Habatdkuk 21 11,12 MJohn Endicott,” III, i,
: ‘ 33 7 "4 Ballad of ‘the French Flect®
. 3315 "A BaJ®ad of the French Flw’c."
Zephaniah  2: 9,1k tJohn Endicott," IV, ii,
I'Iajggai '
Zechariah

Halachi

HNEW TESTAMTNT

Hatthen , o 28 1=12 "’?xo Three Kings":
: 23 1=10 "The Golden Lﬁ’gmd " III.
23 13 "The Colden Legend,® 1IX,
23 16-18 "The Golden Legend," I,

21 7 Iypervion, III, vii, .
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e Theo opian’s lale”

5s 8 R Kavana, 1I,
5s 11,12 "'T‘irr“%dicott," 111,343 IV, 34,
5% 37 A nJohn Endicoti," m, ie
. 6s 6 The Courtship of Miles Stondish, IV,
63 28 TPl oTe reda=luce
61 12 %John Endicott," II, 4,
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s 13 "John Endicott," II, i,
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13s 22 Journal, TiTc, idi, De 50
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178 21 ¢ rey of the Salem Farm
6 sous iii'w‘ 5 1I, p. 106 |
20: 1 ourna 5} Pe
23 6 Journal, TXTa, IL, pe 36l

2hs 13,4 ™John EndIc“ﬁt,“ 111, i,

258 1-13 EE i
258 L0 %” &.u?:i #ns "The Lepgend

263 LO : Kavanagh, VI,
263 72 v %E I, i,

263 73 "The Uolden lLegend," v.
28s 6 v "The Golden Le;,cmd," XIX,
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13
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23
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193
223
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17-22
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1h
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17,20
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8s 244

8 2
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It 10 olmeat cortain that longfellow was alse familiar with

the books of the Apocrypha. This is evidenced especially by the poen
"_Judas Haceabous" which draws hoavily from the 1iterature of the
I.nmrbiblical pariocd., Idkewise, tinv poet kner some of the apoeryphal
books of tho Hew Testamnnte In writing the !Aimclek’iay’found within
"Tho qudan Lagend® Longfellow used the apocryphal gospels of Jumes
and the infancy of Uhristy -

Ye éoncludc- that longfellow know the Bible well. le éculd
translate the How Testamont {rom tho Urcek, He wrs fomiliax with
most of it as thore are quotations from nany of the books admewhm'o |
or othnr in his works, Ldkewise he was familar wlth rclated \éoma
~eritten during the sane poricde Ho rccognized *m i%i.blo as great
limrgtxin, tut his appreciation of the sacrad book} was oven Gaeper,
His frequent ugs of the Bible indicates that At was for him a source
of davotional literature, a devotion that came from his coarliest dayge
Ha read 4t in falth with eyes ever open for a glicpse of the Eternal

within its pagese



Chapter IV
CHRISTUS

_ Because of the significance of Christus and its relation to the
subject under considerationy an entirc chapter will be devoted to this
work which in the mind of the poct was to be the major venture of his
poetical career, There is no other work that =0 dominated his literary
carcere The study of Dante and his translation of the Divina Commedia
subtended a wider arc in time, but “the interpretation of a great work

was subordincte to the dewlgmant of a theme which was interior to the
poet's thought and emotion.”

The first hint of the design for this work which was not completed
111 more than thirty years leter came in the only entry in the Jourmel
for the ynar 18li1, Under the date of Nowombor 8, we read the following:

This evaning it has come in‘o my mind to undertaske a |

long and elaborate poem by th: holy name of CHRISTS

the theme of which would be the various aspects of

Christendom in the Apostolic, Middle, and Hodern Ages.2
This work was not ocomplated until 1873, but it seems the theme was not
often abscnt from the po:t's mind during this periods In th. Introduction

to Volume V of the Po=tical ﬁorks we reads

The theme in its majosty vas a flame by night and a
pillar of cloud by day, which led his mind in all iis
onward movement, «.ee dis religious nuture was profoundly
moved by it, and the degree of doubt vhich attend-d
avery step of his progress mgrked the height of the
endeavor which he put forthﬁ

1 pootical Works, vole V, p. Te
2 Tamusl Longfrllow, Life of Honry Tadsworth Longfollow, vol. I,

[ 388’
P 3 Pwtical ?’forka, Vol. V, Poe 8.
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It was not strange that Longf-llom should turn to such a theme, for he

had long had an interest in things r-lizious, He had tumed to »riting
his variocus Psalms of 1ife, which indicated the ethical turn of his mind,
Bz had been rcading dreply the vorks of Dante. He had been moved by
the teondor ecclesianticiem of "The Children of the Lord's Supper.®
Once , while recording a passage in ihe life of Christ, he had frncied
himself a monk of ths IMiddle Agese '
In the summer of 1842, while he was at Marienburg on the Rhine,
he made the z’.'olimsin;: éigni.ti,cant entry in his Journal:
Christus, a dramatic poem, in three parts:
Part Firste The Times of Christ. (Hope)
Part Thirds  The Prosent hariop)lh
. v : A
BEis brother adds that the vords in parenthesls were in pencil and were
no doubt added later by the pocte |
It was not until November, 1849, that his thouphts turned to the
aotual writing of :he thems that h:d beon a constant subject of his
meditation. Hr writesiin the Journal on that dates
And now 1 long to 4ry a loftier strain, the sublimer Song
vhose broken melodies haw Tor 50 reny years broathed
through my soul in the b-tter hours of life, and vhich I
trust and lieve vill ere long pni‘pe themae%wa into a
symphony not all urworthy the sublime thomee
The followine month he vrote "Ths Challenge of Thor® which he originslly
intended as "Prologue® or "Introitus® to the second part of Christus.
However, he was merely experizm:niing as this poem was later used zs a

part of "The Saga of King Olaf,.®

L samuel Longfellom, 5p; cites vol. 3, pe LO3.
5 Ibid., vol. II, pe I5l. |
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Little by little his purpose became clearer in his mind as he
spent endless hours thinkin: it through. In Jamuary, 1850, he writess

In the evening pondered and meditated upon sundry scenes
of Christus, In such meditation one tastes tho dslight
of Th= poefae vision, without the pain of putting it
into vords.

At last he bagan writing the second part of he trilogy, The Gclden
Legend. In February, 1850, he writess
Some half dozen socnes or more are written of #The Golden
legend,” vhich is part second of Christusy and the whole
is much clearer in my mind as to hafddling d;'vision, and
the form and: pressure of the soveral parts,
The wititing of The Golden Logend consumed the bsttor part of

of two years, The poct constantly laments his lack of time to devote

to the work on account of the pressure of his tcachin; schedule at
Harvarde Endless hours were needed for the work of revision, editirg,
and miouchi@g, as woll as for the actual composition. There were
mcnts vhen even the poet was discouraged, but at length, near the-

end of 1851, The Solden logend was published,

Tha source mabérial for Tha (Golden logend came from the story

Dor Arme Heinrich as told by Hartmann von der Aue, a Cerman minnesinger

of ths twelflth cwnt,ury. It is 1nttvmat.ing to nots that as early as
Novenber 27, 1839, the possibﬂity of usin; this vork as a buels for a
poem had crossed the mind of ‘he poet, His own acoount of the poam my‘
b2 read in briefl 1n a letter which he wrote about this time W a corres-
pondent in Englands B -

I am ylad to know that you find somsthing to like in The

GSolden legend. I have endeavored to show in it, among

othor things, that through the darknes: and corruption of

the Middle Ages ran e bright, deep stream of faigh, strong
enough for ell the exigencies of life and deathe

6 Ibid., vol. II, p. 157.
7 Mo’ vol. II’ P 1610
8 m.’ vol. II’ Pe 21he
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As told by Lengfcllow, Tho Jolden lLegend in tho story of Prince

Henry of lohenesck, vho falls ths victim of a mysterious disesse of the
mind, vhich, among oth-r things, kce;ys him from sleeping. In the midst
of one of thes» gleepless reveries Lucifer comea to him disguised as a
travelling physician. Honry t:11s him test lvarned doctors of Salcrno
have told him that there is but one cure for his illncsss |
| The onlyr mmedy that remains
Is the blcod that flows from & malden's wnins,
¥ho of her own {‘ree will shall die, 9
_ And give har li‘e aas tho pricos of yourse
Incifor laughs and teolls Prince Henry that no such matden could b- found
Hovover, he has‘such knowledge that can cure any {llness. He lcaves
Henry with a potion, vhich he drinks, only to fall back in a bewitched
stupore | Next day, ma{p::iissts are summoned, They assume sSome spell is
upon him sndyinstead of trying to help him, they sond hin forth from '
his lands and his title 23 a wanderer, H- finds refuge end shelter
and Christian lows among a family of peasant.e in the Odenwvald, Hore
under their kindness and care he recovors a little. Their young
doughter, Elsie, ‘alls in love wish ihe prince, and dedicntes her 1ife
to brin:ing a cure to tho Prince, Hor feamily consonts, end Prince lenry
and Elsie leave for Salerno to show the doctors the means of his cure.
Along the way t,hay meet with many adventures., They ancoun%r' Iacifer in
soveral forms, usvelly 5s some official in the Roman @nurche At last
thy two stand bafore Friar Angelo, who iz Inclfer in disguice, at the
school of Salerno. Elsie freely offers herself for the 1ife of her
lovare All the vhile Prince Henry has been ﬁlling for her to make
this sacrifice for him, but, as he sees her lod off to die in order

that he mizht 1ive, he rises up ani roscucs her from death. He sweanrs

9 Pootical Vorks, Yol. v’ Pe 1,46.
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that no other moiden shall be his wife but Flsleo ¥ith his h-alth now
fully r:cowred he raturns to his home to marry the mziiden vho was
willing to giwe her 1life “or him,

In The Golden legend Longf:llow has attempted to recspture the
atmosphere of the Hiddle Agese The influenca of the Foman Catholic

Church predominates as mizht bs expected, Yo sce the sacranent of
Confossion, the chanting of the Mass, pilgrims on their way to the Holy
City, the all-pervading influence of the s2ints, such as St. ,Cathﬂrina
and St. Anthony, th: vworship of the Virgin Mary, the inner 1ife of a
munneyy, th: corrustion of the iaonastery, and the monks at thelr mny
and varied labors, In order to give an accurate pictur: of the pe:ied, ’
he does not attempt to gloss owr the abuscs of the Church of the Mlddle |
Agéa but points out “its- glarin; crrors., %hat ho vrites is the truth
snd not of his own inventione In a letter to a friend he discusses
the ‘semon of the {riar proached in the square in front of the cathe;dlfals

I an sure you vill bo ilad to know that the monk's sermon

is not wrolly of my ovn inwvntion, The vorst passage in

4t 48 from a sermon of Fra Gabriellionarletta, ~~an Itdlian

preachsr of the fifteenth contury,
It is intoresting to notice the source of the "Miracle Flay" vhich is
found in the midst of the poeme It IS derived from material found in
the Apocryphal Gospels of James and the Infancy of Chirdste TThere are

other digressions in The Golden Log:nd bosides the sermon of the monk

and the mirscle plays there is the legend of he Monk Felix which Prince
Henry reads, thero is the story of Christ and the Sullan's daughter r&iich
Elsie tells to Prince Henry, th re is the dialogue beiween the scholars
{n ths school of Salerno that is typlcsal of the age, and there is the
story of the Abbess Irmingard and how she became a nun, |

10 5ol Longfellow, ope clte, Vole II, ppe 21h=215e
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There are two plctures givon in The Golden legend of religion
in the liddle Ages. Ve see the hypoeriticel and false idea of ruligion
refls ‘cted in *he cormvnta of Lucifer, who usuzlly takea the role of

some m%ﬂ‘ of the Cathollc ordor. He was a populexr vhz.ractar in
redicval lefegénds and has a predmninant purt in :r‘n.e Uolden Lagende We are

rem 'nded of the Feust legends, and his jres.nce hrre gives.the storya sime—
ilar touchs On the 5th:~r hand, we see the ral Christian gracoé and love
practiced toward Prince Henry in the simple farm homs of Elsle's parentsa
The h:roine, Elsie, prescnts "the elements of sclf=sacrifice, vhich was
the redesmin: faotor amid the corruptions of the mediewval dmrch-"u

Ko szoonar had The Golden Leogend been publlshed than he began to
turn his mind to ths othor two unfnishad parts of the Christus, but it
wag almost twenty y-ars before the second part of the trilogy was
comploted, Only a faw woeks after the publication of The Colden legend
he vrote in his Journalt "The great thems of my poem haunts mc evorg but
I cannot bring it into act."lz In the spring of 1856, he begen to turn
his mind tomsrd tho third part of Christus. M writes of “looking over
books on Puritans and Quak:rsj particularly Beasse's Sufferings of the

Quakers, ~-a strange record of violent persecution for merest triflese”
He f=1t that here was a good subject for a tragedy. #Ho continued his
search of the library for material on this subject and found that 211
the books told tbs:\éame sad story of porsecutione It is interesting

to note that at ‘he smne t*.me he oontamplated in his Journal the theme
for The (olden Iﬂ&md he alao thoug,ht of w*i‘ing a drema on Cotton
¥athope Even in 1839, his mind ras tuming :ln the d&rection of his

D mad,, vol. II, pe 212
13 T830% vol. 15y o 275,
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great worke On May 1, 1856, he writes, At home all doy pogﬁoring the

- New Fngland Tragedy, and writing notes and bits of scenes,® Through
Hv-mber of that year he was still experimenting, but in December he seems
to have turned aside from this work ‘to vrite "The Courtship of iiles
Standish,* However, ho continved his rnading nlong lines that fimlly
led to The New Englond Tragedies, On Decomber 9 and Decembor 10 he

vritess

Got at the colloge library Bishop's New England Judged, ==

a vindication of the Quakers., Not so ;0od o5 Eepses eese

Took out Norton's Heart of New England Renti - 8 Justifi-

cation of the Puritans against the Quakcrse 19 :
It was not until August, 1857, that Longfollow completed the first
rough draft of what he called "Wenlock Christison,” wvhich later appeared
in The New England Tragedies as ®"John Endicott.® Throughout the year

1858 he was working on this poem, moulding ani shaping it to suit his

taste, I was ten yéars after this before The lew Ingland Treg-dies

~ emerged from the office of the printer. It seems this part of the
Christus caused the poet many doubts; mistrust of his om work held the
poot back from complrting it, It is mentioned wry little in his
Jo\amal, and never onte as a part of tho Chriastus during these ten years,
Tt was finally published in 1868 with no indicstion that it was oven a
vart of Christus,  Samuzl Long ellow writes of this works

Yot the hird part of this Irilogy did not zltog:-ther
satisfy him, and with rcason, as representing the wodern
phase of Christianitye. The Hewm England Tragodies may not
have been originaily writteon for this use at least it h:s
the aspect of an after-thoughte And his Journal mentions
a projected third drama; the scene to be laid among the
Moravians of Bethlthem, by which he hoped to be Yable to
harmonize the discord of the New England Tragegies, and
thus give a not unfitting close to the vork,

1h Ibida’ vole II, Pe 2 8.
15 mo » vol. II’ Pe 209,
16 m.' vole II, Pe 158,
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¥hatever may have been his thoughts concorning The New Imgland Trapedies,

they wore at last published as a part of Christus,
It appeared in two pertss Part I, "John Endicott,” ard Part II,
*01les Corey of Salem Farms.® Thoy are related and yot ‘deal with two
diffe-ont aspects of the religious 1ife of New nglande
The First, ®"John Endicoti,"™ is a poetic drama of the persgecution

of the Quakers in low England by the Puritans, who themsslves had come

to imorica for the sake of religious rreedome As the story opens, Edith
‘Christison, 8 Quakeress, with others of hor ssct, is ordered to leave

the ehuréh serv‘ice. on the grounds that she is crzating an upfoar because
she has appeared in the service m;arin;;:- sackclothe That evening she and
her friends ai'e arrested for disturbing the peace by order of Covermor
Pndico bt.'. Immediately a publie proclamation comes from the governer

to the effect that Quakers will not be tolerated, dwfandu d, sholtered,
entertained, aided, or abetted in any way, under penalty of imprisonment,
Young JP*”‘ Endicott, the son Qfgtheygovermx, senses th: injurtice Sehind
all thié scene of pe(mecut&on and comes bafore his father to intercede

1:5 behalf of tmz Quakera. The governor is distfesaed by the attitude of
his son and only turns a deaf ear to hisz pleas Furthermore he discwmns
his son for his robellious idease The Quakers are summonad to stand trial
b-fore Governor Endicott, All are sentenced; Edith is ordered to be
mblicly scourgad and banishedy her father is scntenced to be hanged.
Young Endicott now openly rebels against ‘bhe decree of his father and

is arresteds All arc released when an order comes from Englend forbidding
any .'i‘urther porsacution of thc (unkers. Governor Fndicotlt sees the bogine
ning of the end of his power and dies a lonely, broken old men, longing
* for the son he h;mSelf has désovneds It s "the mowrnful record of an
ecarlier ape®” t.hatv Longfezllow seeks to deplct in the hope that it will
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teach "the tolerance of opinion and c)f"apmach."l7

The sscond part, "Giles Coroy of Salem Farms,” yhowa another
unpleasant aspect of r:liglous 1life in Hew England, The theme of this
poen i8 the blot upon the pages of hisboiy placed there by the many
witcheraft trials held there in days gone by. It is the story of
Hartha and Giles Corey and thuir path to death through accusations of
witcheraft brought against tham by thelr nedighbors. Mary Waleoot, 111
becauss of som: disease, through ‘he influence of a woman once reporied
to be a witch, sces ths vhole cause of her illness to be Martha Corey,
the respectod wife of Giles Gémy.‘ Martha hos no time for talk of witches
or ®itcheraft, bligvin: them to be only dolusions. Hovever, she is
brought to trial on the tastimony of this vwoman a2nd the Afflicted
. Children, During the trial Hary Yalcot claims that she sces a bird
sitting on Yartha's arm. Uiloz is broucht to the stand and made to admit
that on one occasion he fourd it hard to pray i:mause of the presence
of his yeifa. This is enouzh to say that sho 13 a witch., Then the
magistrates turn on Corey himaeclf and sqy that he 4= possessed by Satan
becaus: that very day he had definted a younger men than hims.lf in a
wrestlin: matche Fimally, they accuse him of 2 murdor fourteen years
beforee AL the end of the story Hartha and Giles both must die as
witchess longiollow points out that to superstitious minds eny strange

supernaturalg
ocourence could only be accounted for by something su - i

r :rved death
anyons ﬁho dabbled in the spiritual world was avil and descrve athe

According to the poet, this modern exproasion of religion was a far cxy

from that which w&s taught by the Christe

17 poetical Torks, vol. V, Pe 302.
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The third and final part of Christus to be written was Part I,
The Divine Tragedy. As carly as 1859, Longfellow was ‘hinking of this
vork in his reading of "Chi%st'a Passion, a tragedy, translated by George
‘Sandys from Hugo Orotius,® Ve read no more of this poem until his |
biographer tells us that in November, 1870, he is writing The Divine
Iragedy, "the long-contcmplated, long~-postponed, first part of the
Chrietus Trig.;gy, -=postponed, it may be telioved, from a reverent
hesitation.® In the carly days of 1871 ho writess

The subject of The Divine Tragedy hns token entire

possassion of me, so that I can think of nothing else,

All day I am pondering upon and arranging ite I find

all coclety zm%all hospitalities just now & great

- interruption,

By Jamuary 27, 1871, The Divine Trapedy was completed excopt for
revision, Throughout that yar we find him doubtful and perplexed about

this vork, He writes in November, 18718 *®I never hed s0 many doubts
and hrsitations about any book as cbout thia."al However, on D:ormber 12,
1871, The Divime Trag-dy vwas published,

| Concerning the subject matter snd source matsrisl for The Divine
Tragedy, little need be salde In the previous chgpter the Biblicsl

sources for th: various scenes in *he life of (hrist gre listed, His
biographer s this to say concerning his treatment of tharacterss

In this work, in presonting the principal personcge
he confined himself" smpulmts..y to the vords of the
English gospelss in othiry ﬁharact@rs he gzave free
play to postic mvmnt«im.

31'98 Samuel Longfellow, ops cits, ole II, pa 3i3.
20 Tbidey vole II, Pe gé
m-’ vole 11y P h57.
% Tical %OI‘RS vol. V, Pe 19
2l0Wy OPe cit.. vole II; Po L5Te
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In such scenes as "Nazarcth," "The Garden of Gethsemane,™ %"Ecce Homo,®

#The Three Crosses,® "The Two lMarios,® and others the language is drawn
almost exclusively from the pages of the Bible. In still othsr scenes,
such as "lefore the Gates of MHachaerus,® "Simon MNagus and Helen of Tyre,"
"Pontius Pilate,” and "Barsbbas in Prisom,"™ the post uses his imagination
freely and his ovn style in vs:*iting.

 The only other parts of Christus that need to be mentioned are
the "Intro;.tus',i the "Interludes,” and the “Finsle.® The "Introitus®
dt.;als with the prophet Babakkuk, as tha m;}:a‘ent.atim of all the prophets
who foretold the coming of the Yessiah., Botween The Divine Tragedy and
The folden }_.é_gend there appears the "First Interlude," entitled "The

Abbott Joachim.® The abbotil, a membar of the Benedictine order, con-
templates the myéwry of the Trinlty and prays that the Holy Ghost might
use him in the Hast-rt's service, DBetwsen The Golden mgend and The New

England Tragedies is the %Seocond Intorlude,” entitled "Martin Luther,"

The poot here desc-ibes the man vho protested the crrors committed by
the Roman Catholic Church during thq"‘!s{iddle Ages as dosceribed in
The Golden legend, The entire worﬁclosaa with the "Finale," entitled

#5t. John,® In The Now England Tragedies we :: see .. that, even with

errors corrected end reforms accomplished, men have came far sho:rt of
the spirit in religion theat was intended by Jesus, ¥e see St, Johm,

old and weary, wandering over the fzco of the carth, He hns seen
kingdoms rise and fallj he hz.aé seen the vorld grow oldj but he sees that
evil, and hate, 2nd war still pace the carthe He wonders if Charity
has failed, if Faith has been of any avail, and if Hope has been blown
out like a light by the clashin; of cresds and the strife of many
beliefs, Then, he remembers the One who walked in Galilee long before
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and vealises that, though men haw failed to do what the Master intended

through the Church, He left one great principle by which He would accept
them, This indeed is £he great theme of the Christusg

Not ho that repeateth the »
But he that doeth the will,

Thus it was that in 1872 the complete Christus appeared, The dream
of the poet for more than thirty years had coms true, He had
comploted t;he one great work that every poet hopes to write sometine in
his postic career.

23 Postical Wérks, vols ¥, pe L3Be
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services thot he atteonded; cowe of his comments ore emthusizctle, othors
not so enthusinstice O thoss fundays when be waw net proniited o
attend public worship bacause of 411 health or inclenont seather; he
vmulﬁ 8id at home ard rend 2 sormon of one of tho zreat ;:.mzwrhm‘n of

the dey, such as Thecdore larier, Ure Ohocning, and oth:rde i niﬁ

letters v@ learn thot ho also altonded services avay fron home )

varions places ho was vicltings Nahenhy views Uis inmily soent a
month each surnery 4n Pittseficeldy and dn Tachinston, Deds

It is Interesting 45 nm;.:.m Lm*f Bind of somon loagicilow Liked

£

0 hosre Those Guailitises that would appesd, Fost to ke niod of a paed

bd o~

@*t‘ i’m«zwmc@, itm,zzxmt f:*az, ard b 'auw of lomgMapSe Howevery longlellow

o

lmm-d Ter morve 1B ORSG O saidy Blo wa, o germon L 0o sorwon 4n which

%,

3 cammot heay the %1 dm x cabe®  Ha 1% lhat ithls azm;‘;,;.;:.y s An 2nre
soasurs given by iz‘w mﬁm',*er hizmeelfs OF onv w w pindctur he saldy
9T ki —, D28 foumd hie true vosation, for ho f‘:ﬁ?”z&f‘ﬁ-‘” vith honrd
anel tmrrtﬁ,on.a e 1ikad the sormoon viilch was "a geod discourse @ ;mi:z bha
gospel, with uncdion, vithout vhlch o conson 49 wot g soraon,” ?» ¥
littnd e serzon that w9 nractical and was designed to mect the rwﬂ;

i po tine for the gzrmom that was il of lopie '»m

Sy R = ry
ol 1ifg, He hac

-~

ebs»;mmy phrase®, Thoso gernond were lile ®tho hupo (roclan povtlops on
mé&m houges, lending io no dwelling :c';:f'ﬂ the poadg, bal to nurron staire
coses piihin the hases of crdlnary fnm,“b His eacor wind looksd fer
14ttde zems of wlsdom rom Lhe 1ips of the gn%wwi:z» - wihdeh he oftcn quotsd,

Ha vanted o seroon to coms to tho point ~rd dozl with the fstie sgusrelys

2 Mide, vole IT, pe 1260
&.u.‘,ﬂo, V&lo IZ, Ve 3190

g zblﬁio’ ml. &I, Pe 3{;3}0
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Longfellow foll thal ths "war soroon® with its m?;:viﬂti&m had e
a0 plzce In the palpite DPuring the "unrihtecus® Uaxloon ’4‘» » he boea
a sarmon sgaiast that war, en vhich he mado this commentt  SIT all the
glergy &n the country had done this thros months ago, e war would nob
have boene I¥ is melancholy o ses hom 1itile trao Cwistian feeling
thers 1s cu the sabgect.*"‘g The greab conllict of 180 1«-1 5 s;a’im i
wpon Lengfellon®s geoceful 1%, . . b vecorked in bis
Journal coe Samdoy, *T wgs plad the pulpid ¢1d not thunder o AP SOINOD
todsys A truce of Cod oneco a weak s ploasante At precest the Hergh 40
varlike encuzh and dous not needhirousing.® 10
. 02 211 the ministors he know and heord, the ons tho imsresscd i
the rmost was the Hove Ichobsd Bichold,  who in the pood's boyhsdd vas tho
pretor of the Firot Porish of Jortlundy Iuine,

"fe wmas a m:'zn‘@f hizgh Lnt-llectasd porerp, an gleovetbed ,
revipential sslvldy and a great dignity of character and
presenody woaa rf:a;irizg disy iriw.am along kopd hin :

 froo bulng more widely Imovne
Later, Teve ':éieiwlsb@céma the pastor in aroridge, where Lengfillew
was toaching sb Harvarde The post eagsrly antidcipaled the sermons of
Dre ichols, Onece he cxpresoed disaprolntuent thal he wes not in his
pulpite Hio secraons ware laden vith i& sught wnd Peith enough maborial
in then for a'd{smn g3l cleryyacne® At hiz death longfcllow
wm.rn{e:& in ms Jeurnal, Ho ono hore has ony iden hew great o mind do
gono,"” 3 '

Thare were other ministem vhon loagfollew heard and dooued

worthy of mention in bis Journale Uno of thees vas the leve Juaos

Falkar, pmi‘ess«ar and later yreslident of Harvard Collegde

9 Ibidy vole IT, pe b2
10 Lmss v0le JLX3 Pe _Jéf.;a
%‘i i‘{‘t‘(}og ie va Pe 13e
1§ gi?“da, wlo 1 Do 29k
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Uoeally Iengfollow ol témt ‘Rm Yalker proached a :f,‘iné ct@xs.:; OOy
but there was ons flaw he poticed in hisa preachinge Dr. Yolkor used
too much lezie md halrsyiidting ewgmunta %zz zn Gue ntly heord
BEacrsony vhoo he ozl 1@& the Grysostonm and “:‘.r ‘“&*ms Browms of his daye
e felt ab timesthnt Emerion vas oo abscam, aponlzing 2a "oracles
fiaifk?@ye &mvax', he aurived his be,o.uﬁim voloey his dopth of t’wug,.zta
@m the mim melody ©f his languageo Of Fomorson BB seye, “Ha lets 4n
a thousand new lights — slde lights end oxess lights —- into ovory
subjeet.? W nother coment w;-:zaia' 1ike this § "Fuorsen is 1ik%e a
beautifal porticeg in e mwiy scena of mzum.“lﬁ OF the fanzus Dr.
Cranning he mmzjkedi "B pysached a most elocuent sormon and preaded
1t moet eloquentlye® ® oncs 1 heara Henry Pard Bescher snd had thia %o
83y, "Me Doctor 16 eighty yrera old, but still erect, with o fuil
‘étrong volce, and & vigorous gfasimm."“ '

His church stiendancs vwas m’c 1m::.mz to thoe Undtarian Cé:ur oh
of vhich hs was a noabere On occasicn he at%zﬂeu sorvicos in the
Epiéea;iéi Church and . "found something august in t&aw ww&mi which
h:s been rapeaﬁaa ;?93‘ so many centuries 4n oo rﬂmy churdiese™ y tnoe
ho vas casuslly chatting with an Oxford divine frcm wiom ho gatherod
that. ho' could not concedve of any roliglon out of tho pale of the
Ghurth of. Englm; . Longfoliow expreosed the hope thed he had mlsundore
gtood the ganuemha | |

One afternoon he attended a Negro church hers he hoozd en old

bald=hended MNopro mindster preach o sermon o Koohe On emother oceasion

Ly Thid,; wle 17,.06 6Te
5 m., vole 1I, Po 132,
4. ...i}.p vwole E’ Pe e
g A3 3-8 *p Wlo -1 ot 4 po 228.
l .;wbop mo II, pa 132.
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he daseribss hearing & Quakeress from England; & Miss Priscllla Cruen,

"vho opoke with a sveet volcs and 2 wery clear emunciation, very doliber-
etely, and breaking nmﬁ- end then into o m}rt;r?:ﬁ.c chant, in which the
vei@é seemad floating wp nrd down on wings," ? He wag much irpressed
anﬁ atmwﬁi tMt he could have sat on ¢ listencd to her for &n.hmr
3.0"138!‘. Ono ci‘ ‘thc* mont colorful figurus of his day wis Favher Taylor,
the sailor acher of Yosicn, vhon loapfvllow hesrd at losst throe
timase The {'iz“:ét occaslen was in tho sempeny of Cherles Dickens, vho
s then visiting in this comirye | Cn anothey ocension longfellow
says he preachod gg wry strilking, shapsodienl, forcible, ond somelines
yaﬁhat:!.c %mo&!. Fhe third tims bho heard him ®"hwisrdng avay" Lo the
sallore in rm 3.1%.@ m*i::k Zethol, wvhere he ®incddines o 1itile move o
fgereeds gi cioctwim' and is porhans 1@3&4 powblical snd logs znmtm-al then
of yora.®

On at least tvwe ocoaslions, longfellow, mrompted by awdlosivy
owar gome rormarkable stordes of Vooirituel wmanifestatione? ableonded the
:"eet.in s af moos ;m,ritualia% vhare an old 1sCy, sapposedly gulded b
the gpirit of her aon, &iﬂv scsm rsarizable dravrinegs It pnds no ool
imoression on (he pohate | , Vv

It 2l como to mﬁzﬁhts the wonderfal thing is thad shoe

ahould have the satience o maks thefte Strange; Pantastic

patt-vns, lile «id mosaiosg and esrialnly notl wedd enough

done to reguirs tho interventii-n of any ghosts “°
later, he vnt to henr a ¥ro, Hatch, another wodiume OF her he gayns

& pretiy woman, with long sunny locies; and a musical

wicte The threory is thut 1t is not she wihw snpaks, butb

that spirits spork through here fAdrodd spixdise they wore
ardd answered or parried very cleverly the puzziing :

29 1pads, wolo IT, po 30%
g »9 © 3 Po Shkis
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questions pul by sundry nooplad, 1 wag uot zauc?;;seﬁiria:i,
iratb thourht her vory superior to her audlencel”

The peat derdwed the noast benefit fros the gnrvice that spoko of
ha::mws fio did not feel that the cholr chould "howl® the anthery for,

as he srysy ®Uho likes to sit dn those narrow povws with his Ema»a:s
. PR .
erocked, and thon have svery norve in him quiver in agony?® In arnother

ssMcé he found the chanting of ihe Beatitudes =9 & eall to vorchip

to te wry lowchinge One of those qualities that he found adaireble dn
tha yvang preachor Favanagh was that he desirod the oryanist of nés
chureh Pio relinuizh tho old and pernicious %mhiﬁ of reluding with

triumphsl moarchse, and runndng hiz fingers of rondon owr the keys of hls
. Vet
Cdnstrwment, ploving scraps of geedlor muaie very slovily o usko thom sacrade®

Toe poet wanted enly thot '{ype of music vhich eontrituted to the mood of
dovotions |

That od of a nan did lorgfollow emooch bis ninister to tof
Farhapa thoss guzlities are best swrmardzed in his ploture ef tm‘ young
‘p!“ﬂn(ﬁi&?, Kamz?ﬁgm

Fs preached the doctrines of {hrist .aeee  holiness,-
selie donlaly 10V8S eeeo:. [ Gid ol so much demounce
vico, z8 inculeste virdues o &id ot deny, bub affirmg

we aid not lac.rate the learts of nis hogvers sith doubt
and disbelicf, bvat consoled, and comforied, and hsaled

thom with faitilo eses The only donzer wes thnt ha wight
advance too fsyy end leave his congropgation behind hinm

eose I8 words were alvays kindilys bhe browghd no ralling
accusation agalinst sny BaN§ «e.oo Oub while he wag gentle

he vas fire. Mo ald mot refrein frem roproteding _
intemporence becanse one of his Guacons ovned o dlstilleryy
nor war boeguse apother hed a g{)ﬁtm@% for Supplying

the army with puskolBe wsoo -

?k mﬁ.éog %lmt ;{3‘:3 Pe 313&

in SMusa
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this ?lﬁmpse inte the worship hebils of the poet gives us an
insight into *he soul of a man who was gemuinely and sineccrely
rﬂrli.giéus. Bz f21t his need of worship. 4s he vorshippedy; his roul
searched eager 1y for those things thad. 1ifted hinm to Ood, Elemﬁnw
vforeie;n ta thd worship he frowued upone He felt the dt;ty of the
ministcr and the purvose of the scrmon were to teach and presmt the
groat truths of relizion., Ho did mot atbend church to be cri ‘oical
of the germon or the minister; but his critiml, aleert mind was evw
"f,ady to point out those things that added to or detracted from' tha
‘services This is the picturs of the poet at mrshipo

50



Chrpter V1
TS F&ZJS YIEGS OF LEATH AND TRCOSTALITY

’!:ub mam Lomgfallomlp visws oa d loatly ond 'Lvm.;rtql Lty? in 2y
tme?mem of “hh welir’icm.» m‘&.::m of g pr ‘&’”30.,’!9 wo wust conuider these
‘_tcgzics, .'.zz*ly 'iz. tho. blography by bis me@zﬁ'“ ool Longful ls:ru 5
of‘ the gv %,a ”‘%fis 1 long of 3.:1“0, of ,53&%.*7:5‘53 06‘ whad iisg beyund wore
@smnm?ly crac"«"‘u}., mgmful, angd ogblnlstde .“’& ?.’”rc*» in mtis.iwg' téz;:a.%*.

laada us o boliewe Lmt ho cver essontinlly deparicd from thesa vicwse
For t.ne m95 wh gm‘ﬁ ko was qm..m*t wd ealm in woparnd ?«:) thoss oo 'téxmg
w@yt, 2o e sayas vhen ko wag ®troubled only w hon wb Lises o h:si 518
w&ht cub into the ,,ool surfoce of vy aold, o9 the beel of o okale culs
19t0 1oty L00s9

“ﬁmwé« in na nen slive *:a%m dons nab fzes e reality of deatd o
nwszé:- of tiras Lhmur-mu. hi 3 W*’-* in his fmocdleote Tonidy ond :L'nhim

B
X

bﬁ.m}.e of iniir-m":»@:a a0l ;‘"‘ria:’rzﬁse Bovover, longfellon pauo Tane Lo face
+ith death moro frequently in Bis Lowdlate Tandly sivele than the
aVATOES TONs |

The fired {;r@at er:is"i.a in his 1% ocme wich the doath of his
*iret v4fe, Yary, in Rottordem, Novemvor 29, 1635 Suo hed become 417
while they wro in dmstordam in Octobar. Thoy bad stoped thae for g W13
month hoping that she would recovere In lotlordma she feild 111 agaln
‘and dicd, leaving the poot alon® et the age of 286  Light yeors later
he marpicd ¥les Jrances Appolion, vhe had a great nfivencs upon U

whole course of his 1ifce &Soma of his mosi praductive yosrs, poetlaeiiy

‘speskingy came during his life with here Pub here as well thers cane

ol

;,gamwﬁ. longfellewy Life of Honyy “odovorth Lonofuilon, vols I,

o the -
P * e mgpg vok I3 De 22’10
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moments of sacness, In Septester, 1818, thelr little doughter, Fanny,

grov 111 of a fover and dieds In quiock succsasi-n thsve follewed in
18L9 and 1851 the deaths of his father sud mothor mspactﬁ,vélyo | But the
greatest trogedy of all camo on July 9, 1561, Mo v o van ohLtdy nE in
the 1ibm.; goaling up scom  packapes of curds thick she had just cud
"m the he nds oi‘ Boy dittle girls, A ligmmi mt::.h which had fsilen
on ths ﬁmr suéc&enly ignited hoy light sowmor xoss e S 1Y)
ahock wad 20 groad that she died the nexd movadngs Ib vas the tropsdy
that bsd tho greatest offect on the 140 of tho poote During tho
Wmin&n@ yeara ol his lii‘a Do ath caro and walked amony many of his
iatimats Iriondas w}.,%na ﬂumvxr, _Ha‘vrt.hcmé,, I?e,ma fgnnging end
others. m"“:;n._{ overy vd{csﬁ fmnd ~mcrwd him &n deathe Witk these

G aths in mial, it ig navescary to leara vhat Up abtitude of the post
wag mmrd Gsrath and .mr,erw}.a.we ' .

Berly :La his poctic cavoay, evea boefore éﬂwt.‘.z had ,amyad 'vmf
significent pert in his 18fe, he troats thi theme of moriality in
“&um Nightfallg®
Lonvesgy th 4 the cold nicht mm.. boars
. To an: m’a ~01G boson with a o f-‘x,, '
fvgy typas of our mortality,
_ &nd of our foding }” ATGe

f’iﬁng after the ";J'wi’iiifj of his fﬁ.end gnd broth minmlzma Goovs ‘f".
?iﬂm, m 1838, he seid, PT have nowy conged to ool that m !1&9 death
maﬁh a8 wns 'ca%'an from oy ovn l:bc whtch could nover ' ros c-“md.‘ﬁ

On the death of the p&ﬁiab Schlesinger, He :onavked, °I ¢hell %;em; hm
no morel b mrez How those mords sounx! lile ﬂm maw‘m;, wind throvgh
‘molencholy pinesl® "hoy ss;zeak vith us on cardh no more,® ho suys

in the posa "Footsteps of fagels,® as ho thinks of those tho M mmsced one
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In.a group of sonnots which he ontitles "Threo Friends of Kins," he lavents
the ‘dsath of Felton, Agassiz, and Suzner, all of vhem he had entertained
often in his homas ' Ho longer ic that privolegs, for he ssyﬂ .

Sorathing 18 gons from noture gince "hby dicd,
And sumser is not pummers nOr can ble

&t thﬁ daoth of his fat-b:r ha conrzentod o the funoral as the saddest act
in hman oxperioncd, no natior what a poereonts viers of il nnﬂ death
‘ may btn |
N ic:zgfvllm never o*"‘lﬁé %o mhni againat the fhot of ﬁeam as sy
‘ p@aqa :‘mm denee  In the posw ’aw T mhla,” writicn on the oocesion
af t’m birth of a youmz mnnh gk e t‘m danth o“ > young vﬂ.i‘o m‘ ¥
poe't m‘mﬁ, b pﬁ.cmms t’m ﬁ'ig@lug Iife and llea‘mg t:etm”“'-irh mm** the
twm, oach v ?A; hia om gpecinl Pr"'md 0o pmr-!’c*ﬂm, d"l(i tsfac,h rem‘: fron
f’a.aa "‘ha pc:m sloces vith theos vordsy

: &ngals of Ife and Desth sldke ars i8g

‘Hitheout His loave thoy pass go threshold olevd

Tho, thon, ronld with oy dare, belioving tals,

-Against hie megsengers to shut the doord T
In his smct Bdature® iié mﬁmma L&s all of tie oleep of Zdasth to us
o the call of the norss to the child wio is reluctand to :irawa big
playthm?s and g0 to ved, but, because he is sloepy md her lamm is
g0 mnt-zm cma so full of promiscs %0 be Mﬂlﬁﬁ on tm mm, he nse
gone %W m mzia—«a he real ima it. f‘w Ldoca thot b grmens of death
is gmtlﬁ 15 Mctwe*d on ono w‘ ha mm»w f'ro:s “”’h%ﬁ wzaraia ef kinag,®
In the nma adcrwsmd m C&mrles Suzner Zxa sayas | | '

I‘n:m wst %ut talen thj lzmp and gone % t;eqig‘

I stay a 1itile longer, as ﬂm stays a
70 mmr up the embors that #4233 ’bume

6 f’*a{&tic.{z‘ LCJT}' Voie 029 pw 2N
.,vo.:mgp.Bd.
8 'Iﬁ’i‘c?., vole III, Pe 199
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In the poms about the death of Richard Henry Dupa ontitled ®The Burial
_ a8 ;

of the Foot" he says, "#® 1aid him in the sleep thot cones to alls®
Lcngi‘cllm accsplod the facht of death and never attempted to: :‘Lam Irom 41,
mg‘uﬂiw it 05 a peaceful sleep that was tho camson lot of. ma Be £olb
tmt hi.a wothey had ouly pazced {rom 'bhis life for 8 moment S.nto ano they
room, |

| Thls is aven more in evidence in the deaths of these we wero the
clnsmm to hﬁm. Thres days afier the death of his first wife, m lodl
Hotiearden for Haiaelb%argg on the way he et*ayaci into a Roman Catholin
chursh v&wm he fmmd that the sorvice and tha nlwnmlg and the music of
the organ chizered amd aoot&md hin, . ‘I‘hrs folleving Sunday found him thd
cathadml of Smn. Ia ro}.:i@.m he .fmm cmzox%. Uplko Paal

Elemdng, the hero of Hyperion, when "oaath cat dmm the gveet blw
flover “hat bloowed bosida hlig,® o :iﬁ.gi uot bow hic heed ond wich to bs .
Tyound up in the same chea? vith the mweot blue ﬁ,wdm'ﬁm ‘I‘”‘mm wao ro
norbid brooding over ,m’e; had passed foraver Irem his ufé. Thore wvas

no aacz-if_ice of his owmn carser %o his soryovs Instead he hed glready
learned the secret that Paul Fleuming had to learm thrvough experlenca,
that which is tho thems of Hyperions

. ook pot nownfully into the Parde I% comes not heack
ageine Visuly fsprove the presend. It is thins, Go
fortii o mewt the ﬁdm:y future, without fw, and
with ¢ mnly heagde

He di.d ot giva up hs.s Joarney through Eurwm in monrpful resignation,
but he nade :E'?iandsn&ps with Gomen scholors and with 741 Hem Cullen

Wc,

—— WAW‘MW(&'Q vole I?I, Po a’%-
o o Yorks, Vol. 1i, p 20.
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But thsre were those hours \nhi.ch no society could 1313, Hrosven

thore crme in these momonts the “amm md assurance of the *“.p‘\"iwl
presence of hor tho had lowsd him and lovad hm sull,, and those dying -
lf.ps had %aids L) ! xﬂill e with you amd mtch ower ym.“ "12 Ha S‘W
quontly @oted “thr* h,mn that had been lor favoritc end nud soothed her
ir‘ ab ’wumo !ii_a ~matost comiont cane in tho i‘act that m ol 'b?m
prosence of‘ his wife V‘N‘y close to hdws It 05 his belisf that the Gead
*amv'nﬁa tcv aﬁw‘m as apiriwal beir@. Zn Angust, 1833, he wi.tnn a%xm
8 "caln ané ‘m}.y n;uit:t.“ when ”t.za' thoug }xm of the doparted and m.'ni,m
ing wgels wha 83 acan uniolded tmir mings® came gon hime Eb 431%
thaf. &mg tmsez was his xx.ife ry. Thais io e thena cf ”Footst.&v@& ef
&ngalao“ Hz was - pure tmt tho "B@..n;; Beautwu'"‘* '*’%nu “**z
h;:?avena“ %&:a B *yﬂ of !rrs “ , .
" Bith a alcm zmd noiseless i‘ootst.rp

Conos that mevseng v diving,

Tokxes the wagant chalr beside m,

inys her gantle nmd ‘ln minse

And she mw and {;:zwz; at

With those degp and tender cyed,

 Looking Govimard froa ths scove 6

Thourh often depragsed and laza},zr, he lsys eside his fearo ap he revesbers
that Ysuch as theso hz:fa livod .and diad,”lh By rot this tragody as ho
mot all 2dmilar ones in his life with a silent, tendor, religious faitide
aa ha *thm,h‘a about tho dez3ih oz"" Yoy, crd o"l:.um vho in the primg of
1ifo must lcave %h:: varkdy hc::, oee8 the figure of Béa't.-h not culy ss the
Basper of the boaried grain ef old _:;gs; but aéit&:ﬁa Efieawx- of the flowers

of youths In "The feaper and the Flovers” he says’

12 Sa:mal lemge 1low, %. Libey Vole Ip o 180
13 Ty3d,, volo I, be Zoie
I 5571000 Viorks, vole Ip DPe 26,27
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syy Iorvd has need of these flowesets gay, "
The Begper sndd ano seileds
Door tokens of the carth arg thoy,
Toero He was onoos a chllde® 5

He hos ths ;asumnc@ thot they wiid blm in the ﬁ.elr“s of 11;,!';;%, and ﬁm‘t
the denper cpo 2 not in cruzlty :md in wath, but that m »as en wgal metit
by Cod to talm the flower's awoye

"'M*-a s no doubt that ‘the pmrt. bau@ved in a mrld baymxl his
1ifes l&‘iO, at uha agy of ’”3, he alrmdy hzd a S‘im grogp of this
convictione f’hnre e a L 13.31033 maMz:,b“ in M.zs c:uw as a pozte
-3 saw th&%; thn ‘anciont poeta hud dmmned oi’ an Wmmsliw, but “‘bheir
mavw a8 en csaz-'mlgr Heavedly seeo wiore t&m pramg“&iw of t.he ms:ﬂ. is
not that it smﬂd gros baﬁtor, but that it .,zmu:h. mmly livwe lozz@.wo
E&a felt that tm viesr of imar’w.l:.w m um modern gmt ms cii.ffe:mma

Pat to t&ze mdxam posd the '~orld coyond the ora

progenls Ltseelf with all the foros of malitg, md

yob vith 211 the mystory of a dresms It i2 o glorious
certainty to seme, on eppelling cortainty o otherds
Talthorunrd the sonfiding spirit turng, as to tho

tshadow of a groat rodk in o vemry londg’ or feardng,
trembling, émmt% ehrinko becik andl yot amim% dsmi.rs@
and yet believes,

The horo of mﬁcg, Pm;l I'lesm!.ng, emmmﬂs ‘r&m bol.!.ef of the
met in immortolity ae in the eolitude of his tmmm !w mrw h‘la mind

mm t.ha future smd its mhsming Tor lﬂ‘ec

Cﬂ, that tbeu didet look forward to the great hﬂmafwr vith half
“4he longiog wherowith thou longest for an earthly future,

esce Thou glorious spiritlendl Oh thet I could behold theo

as thon art, the region of life and 1i:ht and low, ond-

the drelling place of those lowd ones whose bolng :

has floved owward, like a silwreclesr stﬁm into the

solma mﬁn. i.nte the ocvan of Zternitys

1 nusa, . vole X 1B e o |
16 m‘}i iangw Iﬁ cite@ 7010 Ig fy 1@ 1836
17 ?rom Tiprksy vole Po & : '
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48 ha contemplated the world Layend, Longfellow likensd this worid to
the ”neg;af;ivg of the world to comd, and vhad s duxk bhoxe wlll be light
1L .
heroaficr,® In Envanash, the young minister looks ol desth not es em
' ezperionco ¢o b2 forred bud ac oo to b molosmeds
Yo wallk here, ag 1t ve ore, in the crypits of 14fes at times,
Pram the gront cothodral sbove wn, »e can bear the ormn
S and the @‘haminr of the cholr; ve seo the lirkt sirom
Lr“c::agh the opan doory vhen zome [riend goos w bsxom ueg
o7d shall we fosr to mount tho navrow stolrcese of tho gravo,
that loads us owd of vsis wesrtaln trilicht dnvo
goTono wansions of tho 2Afe etormnl?
Lc*r"n" oy ma sure of g *-’m'*ec*ifm "'a“*!sa he deads  In the poonm
BRlowaro® he mces the funde“ emndim bﬂ.ds a8 the "emdlonn of oar o
20
great regirrection® and Mef ha brighd and bext‘* » Iand.? Tien he
lm!md ab the spot in "{cunt nu‘*um Gwmucery that vaatd o his £inad
rnating* n,:me, ho hd no fwlmv of éra:do In "Cod's Aore® hwe m.m
that a bm grcm*.d cma,d ba ml"nd bv no b@ttar naree for w Hm
doath m& raally lﬁ'e, {b'i’.s ata:":ma |
| Into its furrews oholl we oll be caot,
L In the gure faith; that we chall rieo .‘g
2% thn geoat harvesd, when tho archangelds hln"@
Ghall winnom; e & fam, the -haff and gmin.‘""
For hin anz of the great joys of octermal Ule wonldd He ths reunion vith
thogo who had procodad hin in deall, ®ho wero waiting for hia scmowbore
abead, aAn? Fedorechen,™ written in momory of hls friend ¥30lde in
“1831’:‘
conwroation ao tha vords of fareroll ‘bwtwm t‘w *‘ riends pa*tim: {on=

aver on the carth, It &5 only "Untdl wo meat amin. e sayss

he‘us a8 the :oﬂzmn rords of faraweld bot 'Mzm mn in gvary cay

18 ' 82
Qremianl, I@n fiﬂlﬁ?’p Me ci.t., vols Izg Pe 382e
3P Ponga Worlk 35 Vole !f?? Pe 309 .

20 <= ;»@E’%’z’gmﬁ"‘u,ﬂ vole I,, Do 29

&L T51d., Gole Iy De T0s



But when death interwning, 58'
Pogds us asunder, with n,;sv ceascless pain
_ Vo vait for the againd <
In “Rsaimmti.on“ he is surc that one day bke wilil agam see the form of
" hio little daughter Fanny, no longer 2 child but @ Lair maiden, Thio
world boyond wac more then a place of reuniong .{t v28 8 plavs of |
rolease fron tho cares of lifee To him SThe Old Clodk ca the.Swim“
with ita ceaseless rofrain of "Forover we ﬁewx‘, Nover —= forever® _
saased to says
- Haver hero, forever thare,
Yhere gll parting, pain, and caw,
| %iﬁ%ﬁefﬁm bat nomar haret B P
?
“ii.thm\t any wzx"stiﬂn, the greal, almzt owzﬂholnhg tmg,ac"v in

his 1ife, the death of his sscond vwife dn such & sudden, trogle manmer,
left wounds 't,hat not oven idme could hosl completclye “‘t'm shodk of the
disastor nearly crushed hime Fomever, he bore his gricf vith mn age
m&in silenoes It was o long tims tefore he could even breing hinself ©
pc e of it. To his brother he wrote, #and now , of what ve ave both
mm%:ﬁng,, I ¢ vz'ite no vords’ God's will be wn'a. 2! me, when ased
sbout the dee%r mzmrs of 1ifz, doatb; and judgmeat, bz ropliod,

”’i‘o thaso da'*k pmblms t.hsro i3 no other solution pnasible, e.wapt e
one wemls Providsnce.® & In navor questioned f;éxe vork:ing of God thnd
wonald pemit such a great tragedy to enler bis lim, But mffer he dide
Onco a visitor expressed the hope that he wuld ne encioled o Moayry his
crasa“ with paumzm., Hea mp fod, ®lcar the cro9s, y:8j but what ﬁ' ong

is stretohed npm &t"“ It %em,e»:i 28 1f r11 of the spirit hod coow owh

22 1hid, vol. II;, o 27k,

23 m.l vol, Iy Pe 2330
Tatdel longfollom, ¢be 2ibes Vols 1T, pe 369
Iotdes wle 1%, p 5T
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of hin, Ha had no urge to work at thy tssk of writing postry, The

thouchts that were 4n his mind and ?;.ear% he could nod recorde Ha souzht
comfort in solitwde ond 1n his young childrane Alvays the ur.eeén '
prasencs of Hary Appel%&%a‘ema with tiem, Finally, aftor eowe months,
feeling the need of some:;ontimons ocoupation for his mind and-iummtag
he tarned to the translation. of Dante which he had laid asides “This
oceupied rany ;f:;hia other'wim anpty hours until 1866, %hon he did
wtum to mning poetz’y of his ovn, much of it indicatad the sovmm
that. lay deop 4n his haar“b. Daring this peried of his 1ife a‘ach roms :
a8 "The Divine Trapedy;" "Threc Iiriends of Mng,® SHaturo," %&f m.edmw
sohon,® and "The Bolls of Sam Blss" were vritten.

Yow desply that oorron was enboddod 4n his 149 4s mflé’sted
best in a poem that vas not rmmd until after hie dea‘t.ho written
cightoen years folloving the tragedy that claimed tho 1if. of hia bolowved
Francegs, Ono doy he wos looking through the pages of an 11lustrated
book of Testern sconery. s stisntion vwac dravam to the picture of &
rountain upon f»ﬁass 1onaiy and lofey summit the snow lay in such long |
furrous that it vade 2 crude but clesr imago of a crosse #s ho looked
first at that cross ond then ot the picture of the ome who hed .‘w!’t him
80 suddonly ond co traglcally, he =role the linss thal bear the .vt.i.tlﬂ
%The Cross of Snowme.® He speaks of the gentle faw of thy one vho lud
naver 1oft his nomory, and whose purc goul was led throwgh & martyrdos
of fire thot she 5o 1ittle deserveds As ho contemplated the oross on
the side of the mouniain, oruated by the dewp ravinesy, snd the ¢ross
4n his own life, crested by her deoath, he wrotes
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Such &3 tha, cross I wear upod my bracsd

© Tacso cightecn years, through ell thy changing 53@:@5; :

. &ngd seasdn®, changeloss since the doy she diede L

" Even through this trsgedy he newer gave wp kds hopo in fmport-
ality. Vo night expect the last deys of a.mzn t!ic:#.ksea:% had been eo
wrang vith grief to be spent in bditternass, gelfepity, or even déﬂpairg
Hovover, the tragedy of darkness and loneliness ¢id pot crush bis -
spirite Mis religicus faith and osurage lifted him showe the bladimess
" of circuastancos inte the 1ight of bopse Tho last lines be .ever wrots
werg in the poem “The Bells of Szn Blag,™ pemmed just two weeks :bofom :
his own doathy vhich ocoured ¥arch 2lip 1082, They saow w in &
wmm way the vhole cutlook of Henry Wadsworth Longfoilow on deati
and immortalitys | v

Out of tho shacow of night

The world rolls into 1i@t§27
It 13 daybreak everywhersg,

26 .
Toidep Vvole II, po 273e
27 Toetics) Vorkn, vols ii%, pe 2526

L



Tﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬂlwytpﬁﬂf‘of o man's poetry is ﬁetermineévto 5 gread
extent by his philozoeghy of life, ;wgfwllmv ‘enjszmc’z iitey by iows how
o live, ilds hours were never spent in brooding over his c»:c::f*m?;:a or hi!x
failuves, ‘3‘%1#% were thoSe nours vhen grief avevicok s and leit him
imorsed 10 sovrow 100 doop for vords, but ho kuew that 1ife wed pol o
be vastede It was to be livede Nach day he sisow 10 bring forth somes
thing taat vas weeful to those crownd bim and to those 7o would cone.
after bin, Hiz view of 1life wo3 wowver pessinisidc, bur Pl of the
brigntest optinisn, Tith these thoughts in m?.xiﬁ; I zh111 now ﬁéal with
the coctie attltude tovard 145t

Longfollow never deceived himeel? about the brovity of 1ife.  Fo
Emw' thet fe was ghort, and he nevar tried to hide thet facd ivom bhine
golf oy froxw csthr?‘z”m Hae sav Tine 89 a mover swinglng g soyibe through
the grass, wiih ths days Tiylng by 1ike the gmss f21ling hﬁmétkz tha

ewing of the scyllwe. FEach day he rozarded as a "ehits pillestono® which
3

"

®pe rush by with such speed that they look like gravs=stonese®

Tae poot aleos knew thet 1ife is nod 51l sunshine ond Clowerse
3

[

He ¥msw thoat "nto each 1lifae aoms roin must 2ll.% 4 favorile ihene
of the post 18 Pound in the pozs "Haidenhood," where he desoribes s
zirl 4n 211 the beauty of youth »ith 2 eavefrec attitode toward 1ifs,

Po her he ginaks theoe vords of warnings

1 grmam Longfellow, Lifc of Henry Vadgrordh Longfellow, wole IX,
@0 2780 2 ‘ '

Poaticn) Works, vol, I, p. 65,
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Ok, thou ohild of many prayersi
Life hath icksundsy =~Life hath snerssi
Cara and ege come wake v~es!3
In "The Colden .Jc'-smi,“ &k.nry say.s to ulsba a9 m.; Jowrnay “onard m:ms
Thie 1ife of ours i3 o wild acolian hmp of nany & s
. Joyous shwain, .
Emt under them oll there mns a ‘cvud e ey ntual xuﬂ,
;asofueulsmpam-b-' , R
To Longi‘ellaw, these eomber strains glve o rexl moning to 11*"@. (
Tidthout- them a poerson dees not really loam wict ‘*x‘ in 211 abmta
The poet scob Lifo as a goblet, [illed to the brim, in his poen. "‘”"‘w
Goblet of Life," Into each goblet vere placed leawvos of fennol whi.ch
geve to. tﬁe vine a bitter tﬂaw, but they had {he qualily, of glvipg now
strength and. ciwing 0. the glw:...wr or tho w‘s}iar. In o gﬂﬁ..oh of
1ife we n%d the bitter with ma sucody Yor tha ~0umr gives a cgw'?iw 10
life not sohiovod by the lgtters Vo necd to learn wiat all of J.ifa_ is .
not the pweot and the spariling thore must also be ihe resneds .
And bo who has not lesried to know
How £oloe 1is spariling buboles show,
How bitter ero. the drops of oo,
Tith which its brim ny ovorilow,
Ho has not leurmed to livoe =
"'lus tvut.h the poet lecimed through his own experiencess i!.lgs.'ymyer
vies. for strength to meet kio portion of woee ile accepted bthem both s
cozing from Cody end they macde him a botter porecns '
The gv-auwst concern of the poet was Jor the prv agende Ho did nod
spend his days looking mmzmﬁﬂly into the psst, for he realized that it

was gona. s did mt stand ith eym c.ast. fo: arfuily torard tém i‘umm. |

3 Ib!dog VOlo I, Pe 764
m.. vole V5 Po 220, .
m.g vol. I, Im‘ '75“760



_ 63
In 8 lstior to Cecrgo Oresne: in 1837, he writess "y friend, '1oarn to

enjoy the- presont, ‘that ligtle space of time betwoen tho great past ond
the still greator "umxas“ -mwr, he vrote to the pone friend, 9% find
no other way of keep Ring Ty ncma quiat. than thia,»-mmly to do vwith ald
ny mig.:t watemx‘ I hm.'a to do, wiﬁ\mt t}xﬁ.nkm@ of t!x:a futuma“?:'f B -
jurged thoa* r&xo fcmné ?hﬁﬁ‘l.r }.vas 5.:3 the midst of gmxth W ezxaj@' it. while
its i‘rnfﬁ*ance vxae all about t»hm, ier it muld not ataa;r. ‘i’l*is ia the
thera of *Tt Is Hob Alscys 1.
‘fhvm is no poen the t cptcms s philo:zw of 1ife 1iks "The

APaalrﬁf af Iii‘e," whiz=h ho "':mtv vhile stlll a young BaNe Its s\la‘t&.tle
ia Wt the Hf':z*b Of tho Ymmg ¥hn 3aid %o %ha Paslniad,” Tho poet did
‘aot soe 24fo op en “eply m@.“ and tho goal of lu‘e tha gmwo Yo did

not “eal that the wst&md Pend or uay" or 1§f0 was cithor sorrow oF
anjoyments %o clt that 1ife was ®roal® ond %earnese® ?m,‘ A% 45 trus,
fleots am%’ and %ha’beaﬁ;eg of‘ our hoarts 22 19 um ond i3 the
grave, fiamwrg the soul of man w88 nover moawt to rotum to t}w dust of
‘tha earﬁu "”mmfomg ainse 14fe is: a2 battle, the poot urges ymxt.h nsd
’t-o be ke "dmb catdle,” without a hope, bui 1ike “a hero in the strife.”
‘A man is oot Y0 gpend bio time trusting ths futura,’ or losking batk ints
e poast; bt 4o ach in the 1iving prosente  The veal purpose of 1ifa,
‘saye Tongfellon, 4o

' g asty; that exch tomorrox 8
? “od us i‘ar‘l:mr ﬂmn todaye

Our amcna can be tha i.ncamiw umt another ran ms:y mad w spur hizm on
to mch thc highas% possi%:la attainmonte Ye con soe in the lives of

g Samusl Imgi"ellow, e eit.. vole 3’ Po 2L90

Ibr.'uc m‘&-. I P 3 o
B Prtieal Forkh, Vole I, ppe 20+22.
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gread men indalibls "feotprinls on th> sands of time,? Therefove, the

post saysi
Lot ot o wp and ot
Loarn S0 Taborand to waite O
ng"enw £e1t that snch 14fo should prcdnoe mthim of
valna, scuething that would last and endurgs Tho horo of ﬁ@erim,
Paul Flemaing, nished to bxfmg forth something pormanant ;m of mﬁs
fasteflooting 1ife, Th:!.s \!as the 1deel of "Tas Villaga mcmm
toildng dsy after day at thﬂ hsllows and the am'ﬂ He !Wi lm.mad ths
secred of ¢ usoful nra, m- '
Bach mmmg eo08 SOME ﬁmk beging
BT ;m% ooy
Hag esrned . night's repose. _
In o a “'Mi.g" Iongfellom exprasses the fdea thut there is “t.m beanty
in utilitye"  Fo life 4s of value that doos not find itz place dn .
service.  There is a mﬁ-pose and & plan for each lfes In “The Bullders®
he caye that we ave ‘a:l.‘l farchitocts of Fate” working amid the "walls of
rm;« Our material s time, our todays and our yesterdnyse 43 ve
build ve must remembor thab everything is of sowe values Thoss things
that are not a3 a&iking' or magnificent as Sous olher things merely
g0 to help hold the lattor in ploces Care must bo taken by the ‘tulléer
of ovan Wise par?.a of his:1ifo unsean and mmtiwd by the public cye,
for vhat esoaped the gaze of man ﬁiﬁ not eaoapa the pight of Gode

He cautions sach bu‘.‘.ldarﬂ

2 Tbm. vole I; Pe 66
t; Wio & . ﬁSo ’
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Izt us do our work as 'well,

Both tho unsoen and ths seany
gﬁ%ﬁ%&%ﬁuﬁegﬁcﬁﬁm. freds.

longfollom believod that tho gonl of cne's 1ife is achiewod only
by wori, and the mind thot vorks must be the mind that e at pc:éde with
1tse1fs Be says, s lead but one 1ife here on carthe, Ve must ma!m that
beautiful, And to do this, healt.h and elaat.iciﬁy Fok n&eﬂf\m :md whate
ever endongors or izpedes thoso must be avomodo Even in t.m l%h
century life moved ot a rapid paocs, and the poat realized that the life
that really counted vas not 1Ske that strezm thal téo.tsi?._y leoped ovor
_ gallow waterfallo in $ts "inconsiderate haste," but like the "Songo
filver® that wound tirough the countryside in a calm and uwnhurrisd woy,
144 a school boy on a quest for havsl nuts. This way of 1ife chows o
Fauiet self-control,” that “link 'tngét.hé*r soul and soules” This becomag
& sourco of strength when the puf fferings and voeg of 1ife creep in on
a8 man, Thot st.r;ngth vas tha gecret of Iongfellon's optimistiu attitude
toward 1ife even in the m.mst of personal tragedys Vam Vyck Brooks says
of hims

Longfellon's soul wue not an ocoshe Th was a lake, olear

colm, and cools The greet storms of the sea never reached

%, And yot this lake hed its depthpe Buriod citiss lay

under ito ourface, (ne saw the towers end domes through

tho qelet watsar, Ons ewer iﬁemd o caﬁda the sound of
ch!.m:h bells ringinge sees

These dopths of strongth, a docp morel insizhty and e strong. mligﬁ.mw
feoling gove the poet.a tranguility of soul thet enodled hin %o do
his vork ond achieve his goals

llmd. volo I, Pe 273e
. Lengfa.um 13 rﬁ.t., vole II, pe 181.
%eti&al Yorks e 90
IS E To0R3y Tha F'la‘*f:ring of Kow ‘”E&{amﬁ p. 511,




iongfcllaw gaw everyihing in 148 =8 a reund dn the locddar whiedh
one mast olizb to achicve onsls *0315 even "the low desigs, tie baoo
dc-ﬂ}.gn; eves the lom;,ing; for @able thing®p, eaee o1l thoughts of 111,
sase all.ovﬁ ee*ds. 5 in “":m mckie“ éf Ste ;luhmétm,“habmv thet
val’ o? thosﬁ things gy he tr am,hed tuaaz‘ fooQ. 17 ve aro to ascend
rem o dis‘mnw *‘vc n;y:r'mida appnar a3 4F m»y are & polid n«s.s o rock
but on draving nearer wo gee thuy are but glgonlic ﬂ.i 148 of s‘a irs,
sach stons a 1ittle hi*‘hf;r then the laa'i;. Fraa ai‘ai* the mum;e o
oo to z)e; a sohd boablion poinﬁng u;:mm*d W ths a}\y, ot aa tm & ind
%o fingd ﬁmir uidna am msmd by a network of pa‘bua. e matalms of
the past can be msed to c"i.fzb upnazd if we vill consiger t,%m:x asa
foath to nibhcz' dostinias,® %o also w.m&; voaamber thats |
Tis have Dot Tings, we cannol soov
Bt we haw feed Lo csale and climd
bg glew dogread, by more and woreg
Tae clowdy swaridts of cur tinae 12
Eere aaaib the 1ives of gread men con gorvo as our pattem, (o by sayss
| Thé highhs b‘jlgrélnt mmi reached e:izdkap'ﬂ‘.
Tere not oltained by sudden {liipht,
But thoy, vhile theiv companiono sjppt,
 Fore toiling uprard in the nighte *7
%o have socm that the poot lme”e thet M,w was shord, ard thet 4t
‘was not always brﬁ.ght; and gay, full of sunshine and flomerse, [ saw 1ife
es a &;tﬁla,‘ arei the ;;oul thaat wont ocut to fight this batile had to be
calm and sorenc ‘ta‘ achicve .FUCCCBSe There nag ¢ task fov cach porson
alivey to lenwe sore thine of volww to ths vorld, The failures of tha
pagt veve not to crush tha s.;;iz'it out of a perscn, bul thoy wore to be
used as ﬁt&gapingsmnes to higher ond noblor achicwzenise But did a
nan ever roseh periection? ‘Pid a man eveyr cone £o 'z&'si. Plecs vhare he

could bo satisfied that ho had achicved 1ife's gozl? The poct's answer

15 Postical Vorie, vols 115, pe 2Le




to theso f.gxmstions is foond in °Bxu11a£or ® It is & picwm of a ""mané?
of genius, resisting 11 mpww, 1:;;1::@ acide 811 foers, me@esg'
of all mmiags, and pwssim rlaht o to am.plish hia gurpcse. 1
This nan hod 63 his ootto, "Ez:oalai.cz-,“ 300y wmgmr.u W passes
t&nug,h an Mp‘im villaae uith th@ mot%o m-itf.en upon h...a bsmnerp mu. Q
the %@le caxmot undemtand t%w.» mfaning of the stmn@;e mrd, “axwlaior."
Th*y try 0 nrrmade him to s‘wp 3..'\ thev vmgsg@, but the dcmau.o acene:f
,the t‘*rosim and ".tze of"er of lova I‘rcm fz maiden hold m attrachion for
' hixa. 1579 *zeads m %ming about t'.he pwa or um aw‘mw‘w. ?nm ia
sme‘%hing oven lrlg,her tbmn the prayars cnd tm mdim'bions of tbc, noniiGe -
s .r;,aaa and h'i.s gaal 1s higher. At laat he :'.s fowxd halfwbw'iad in the
"sm'es, still c..nt,cm.ng t:is bapner mth ita motto. ’"Iﬁxmlsior. "’b@ pant
dees not fool the youth had failedo As he aay:s in the fommni 'ba t.h@
pomt
Filled with theso aspirations, he perishesy without having
© regchad the gerdection ho longzed forg and the volca he heaxd
dn the ai.g ia the pmmisg o’.y“mmaliw and progross .emr
\marzio ,

Longfellow malized t-h:xt :ln this 1ife a man cculu not mauh p;artecticng
bub he amf that. tha mly plam vﬁwm 212 of nzeca dreams conld ‘

| t.me w3 mm&ity. This wag h:l.s ultimw goal as ne looked at 1ifee




 Chapter VIII
TEZ CHURCY OF JENRY RANSTOCTH LONGETLLGY

In an e¢arlier chapter uws bave secen ithat longfellon mas a menbay
in good atanﬁing throughout his 1ife of a Unitarian Church,
Enlt.“mnﬁ.s: vas tho religiocus proi‘essim of his father, who h._d been an
intimate friend of Dr, Channdng in qollagae Although ba mintaincd this
mlaucnahip through college days and tiirough 211 of hia mt.iml NERY o
th*re is every indication “mm tha writings of Mngiczn:m thet h:s *19
not a Uf:itnrien in tha st.ricteat um&. dF the word,e ‘

It soms ho held Trinitarion vims.' At the close of s Divino
ﬁgm “.'md the amaﬂas mpmtiug th@ Apostles' Cresed in mn a8
an Bpilogas to the Iirst part of tho Christus, Within this c:wsﬁ roy be

found every orthodox elemsnt im Ghrlstimw. Hod Longfqencw lwld
strictly Unitorian views, it is doubtfad’ '4f o would have mclmm this
creed in his worke In soms. “Eleg&aa Yorsa® written in 18681, o :m:«.r
b'aa.i'orév hin dcaath, vie find Jheaa lineaa

!bw can the Three be One? you ask mag I snswer by aakin.gi
Hail ond onow and rain, are thoy not throe, and yoi one?l

Tho poet here bhas pomxicred the mttar in his own heard and has arplved
at the concluslon that there is a Trinity,

~Thore are many speciiic references to the Second Porson of the -
Trinity thyt lead us to bolieve that ho folt Christ was divim. - For
examplo, the broasd oﬁtl:ms’ of Tha Divine Trogedy is bated upon the three -
‘Pezsts of the Pasgower that are found 1o the Gospel ef Joime If eny

1 postical Torks, volo IIZ, Pe 2760



e of the four gospols declarcstho divinity of Christ, it io the 69.
Johannine writings In Tho Divine Tragedy Hathenael deslaros, WTheat .
art ths Sen of GodJ® Petor clatms, ®Thont art greator then a prophstid®
In tﬁa scene with Hicodsmus, Christus dedlarcss

&nd as Koses .
Uplified the sorpenb in the rilderness,
S0 must the Gem of lHas bo Yifted upj
That vhosoevar shall belleve in Min >
' ..iha..l not pemsh, bu?. hava ef.amal life.

In tha acena nith tha Sm rim wmn, uhriaws makaa h.w oun olaim

as to his thsianic iuaaity o In "The Cousls of Cacsaren Philippﬁ."

fi:‘xi tha great declamtion of Patera “’"hcu art o @w’iﬁt! %‘hcm art the
Son cf God!"B Had the poet haln. o*t.mr viwaa it would hava 'oeen a slm;)lﬂ
mat.ter to elﬂmﬁ.naw thows paasagas that éld not ,,g;me rz!. h m.s omz v
,}erscna.. thealogy.

_ ?hem arc oihor puans in much the cis.v!.nity of m w cle:urly
vpresameﬁ. sz ““m&s Saga of King VM“ i‘m wales of & m _Ig”o w0
f£ind those vords of ehal.ens;a by e Iwma god ’IW w Christe

t,
Cauntlet o G‘Oﬁﬁ"*iph
Heve 1 defy thoel

The rost of this posm desls with the combat botesn thase two fgodne®

- In Ravonagh aa_he puinta his picture of the yourg minister, viao secun to
t0 be his ideal of _vshaf a ministor cught t:o be, ha says, “He preachsd |
the dootrines of i}hﬁs‘ho.“s: In a long opwech in the Zales of a Yisyaide Inn,

op ¥01la ¥y Do 060
i miu,: volo V ’ Po TO
J ng vwolo 2 ..%9 pe 550
OQG ﬁmﬁg Wlo a‘a 3570
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the Theologlan ctates mony of t views of ths pool in ves;ashk to thooleiYe
Thore 1s ons possage o L8 porson of Cariste Vo sce hars tho belicis
of the poot about Christ in coalrast o0 what sam others tivurhv of Hinms

&bl 10 how many Faith hae bosn
I ovidonse of -hings unoges,

tut o alm shado, sy recanyd
.m erezd of tma Prantaslosta,
For whaz 1o den of Sorrows dlad,
For wheom the ivagedy Divins

Vias but a syobul and a sigl, O
dnd Christ a Phastcs orucifiedy

The wery use of the werd "Divins® in thr title of The Divine Irasecr
irdicate. Long cllov's brlief sbout Christe o

Cf all passazes thet mivht be guoted to show 14.’:::@1"«:11@‘\%“3 jEa kR
in the divinity of Ohrist,; cne swu{s cul above all Ui otherse It im
to be found in the "Fivst zntmm;a" of his great vo:k, Chrictuse It
is entitled ®The Aubot Joachin® cnd contains tho meditadions

1;
RN

abbolit 4n a me@asiory Co & rocky coast\ooncernicg the 'mmt %0 tho

of 20

abtbott thls mattor was clears

Q;»en and n:an ws3d o #e
Shio wath ap x,a:m@ an. mast bo toldsg
411 macred mysterles ars threefolas
Thres persons in the Txinity,
ihroo ages of Hunandly,
dnd Thly Sm-ipw"ss dikerliso throe,
U Foawy £ hisdae, and.of Loveg

" Yep blﬁdﬁm thad W..m in Yoay
mth in loveg ¢ .

Thep, in thres lergghw wrse paragraphs, the abbotl describes each Age
of Fhmanity, beginning with the figo c¢f the Fatherp, followed Ly ths
description of the Age of the Son, and io turm by e Age of the myiri‘bo
Concerning the age of the Jon, vwhich concsTns us bexre moro lhan the

other w0 ages,le  saydl

6 gﬁ ﬁ(‘m.t. -o)pr V{iﬁ’;., ?ﬁp VPN .,‘}3“
? &2 .9 $ole ¥p PDe ‘-,_3_ 1 “
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Then reoigned ‘he Song his Cowennnt
Was peace on earth, gcod-mill to meng
With Him the reign of law began,
Fe was the Wisdom and the Word,
And sent his Angels Ministirant,
Unterrified and undetsrred
To rescue souls forlomm and lost,
The troubled, tempted, tempost~tost,
To heal, to comfort, and to toache
 JA R A S NN ENEEE RN FREEN AR YRR TREN N 4 Y ]
He i3 the Litht Divine, whose rays
Acroas the thousand yesrs unspent
Shinethrou-h the darknesg of our days,
And tbuch with their osleoatial fires
Our churches and our convent spiree.7

Likewiso, in this Trinitarian view, the Age of the Spirit has its
place as vells

Theee Ages now are of the Pasty

And the Third Age befins at last,.
The caming of the Holy Ghost,

The roign of Orace, the reign of low
Brightens the mountain-tops above,
And the dark outline of the coaste

[ R XX AN EE S ZFYARER SR SN NN ERRA R R Y X |

love is the Holy Ghost withing
Hate the unpardonable sin}
¥ho preaches othorwiee than this,
Betrays his Haster with a kiss]
There 18 no doubt that longfellow believed in the Trinity,

The question may be askedt If longfellow belleved so fully in
the doctrine of (ho Trinity, vhy did he embrace the Unitarian Church gll
of his life? The answer seems to 1ie not in the theological doctrines
of that church, but in tho freedom of thought he found within the
confines of this particul-r dencmination. The narrcvness of sectariane
iem did not give him the real freedom his soul demandeds He vwrote on
one occasion to his friend George Tells on the subject of religions

Yen, indeed, hove thrown a veil of mystery over this -

besutiful subject, and havwe made 4t difficult for the

. way-faring wan to walk in the lipght and 1iborty of

relipiong and I am confident that human systems have
done much to deaden the true spirit of devotion and to
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rendny roligion merely speculative, ¥ould it not be better

for =rakind if we should consider it as a cheeriul and

soclal companion, given us to go through life with us

from childhood to the grave, and to make us happler here

a3 vell as horeafterjy and not. as a stern and chiding task-

master, to whom we must cling at last through more

despair, because we have nothing else on earth to vhich

we can cling?

I conceive t.hnt if religion is evor to brnofit us, it must

be incorporated with our feelings, end become in every

way idontifiod with audr happiness,  And hence I love

that viaw of Christianity which mets it in the lipht of a

cheorful, kindhzarted friend, and wgidx giv::a its

thoubhts a noble and liberal turne
To longfellow the narromess of doctrinal details did. not capture the
real spirit of Christianity. He claimed once that he found more of
the soul of Christianity in the lectures of a German philosopher
than in tho "gormons of all the rebel crew of narrow-minded, dyspgptic,
so-called orthodox preachers who reil against%rmn philosophye?
On the other hand he was not what ons would call a strict liborgl,
He 1liked to hear a godd orthodox sembn. He rétiwr stated his place
in the schemo of things religious vhen he said of a certain preacher
whom he had just hoards VHe stands on the outpost of the Orthodox
army, ‘a“a' tre Huntingden do2s on *he outpost of the Unitarlan.”
Longf=1low no more Telt ot home in the complete liberalism of Unitarisnism
than he did in the strict orthodoxy of many of the churches of his day.

| There was no narrovness in the spirit of Longfellow toward any

church, for he worshipped in pany curches of various dencminatinns.
it diatmaaed him one day to hoar of an arohitect in hem Iork vho had
dealined "after prayerm‘l consideration® to desian a Unitarian church,
which, according to the poot, he refused to do because b deemed

Unitarians not to be Christianaa Iongfallon commenteds "There 48 the

8 sarmel Longfellow, 'ma Life of Henry Fadsworth longfellow,
vol, 11, ppe Sh~55e ,

9 Ibﬁo‘ vol, 11, Pe 35.

1 201849 vole II, Pe 302,
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meanmness and the narromness of the metter, that his soul does not embrace

11
all sects of Christians.® He felt that every church that worshipped
God va8 a part of a greater vholes tThen the young minister 4n his novel,
Kavanagh, turns from the Catholic church to emitrace Protestantism,
Longfellom romarkst _ |
Ho had but passed from one chapel to another in the same
vast cathedral, He was still beneath the same ample -
roof, still hecrd the same divine service chanted E a
differcnt dislect of the same uniwersal languagee
To the poet there was mors %o religtion than the mere recital of
creeds, There was no truo roligion that did not mahifest itself in the
living of 2 1ife. Ho had the Theologian speak these words in the
Tales of a Vayside Imne
Bust it be Calvin and not Christ?
Must it be Athanasian creeds,
Or holy wator, books, and beacds? .

Hust struggling souls remain content
With councils end decrees of Trent?

AP RO LS PO OSU T ORI TERERTRERAS GRS

For others a diviner creed 13
Ias livin; in the life they lead,

Tie seé this as his theme in The Golden Legend. It was not the church
with all of its creeds that helped Prince Henry in his struggle with
his soul, but it was the goodness of the peasant li‘amny who said of

him: "We have nothing to give him but our love," The essentials of
trus religion that Longfellow balioved in scem to be summed up in the
vords that deseribe the Thecloglan in Tal:s of a Fayside Inna

He preached to all men everywiere
The Gospel of the (Colden Rule,

The lew Commandment given to men,
Thinking the deed and not the creed,
Viould help us in our utmest need.

n Ibid.’ vole II. PPe 63"6110
12 Prose Works, vol, II, pe 3544
13 Yootical ,-!';’Ot'ks’ vole IV, PP 110-111,

1l 15{3., Vole U, Pe 161,
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¥ith yreverent feet the earth he trod, L

Nor banishcd nature from his plan,

But studied still with deep ressarch

To build the Uniwersal Church,

lofty as in the love of God, 18

And ample a8 the wants of mane
He he=si found no church that met these qualifications except the Unitarian
Church, where ho felt that his soul was at home, In many respects
he was not strictly Unitarians . 't there he found the spirit of true
Christianity that delighted him, won him, nnd held him, There was a
freedom in this circle that he conld not find in any similar groupe
It might be said that Longfellow was a low Testament Christian in the
truest sense, and that he found what he believed to be cloes to the true
religion of Christ only in the Unitarian Church, -

Ms r«ligion was alvays exproessed in his 1ife and character.
His mouigr rrote of him, that he was remarkably "solicitous alweys ¢o do
rizhte® .“’f-f"-";m, sistor asaid of himg "True, high-minded, and noble, =
never a mean thouht or act, injustice in any shape he could not brbok."
Ons of his students at Bowdoin College said of hims "He was never
insinrere, but his ready and hearby sympathy with svery honest effort ng;ld
betray him into languoge that hed its degree of truth 4n his feelings.® |
Of his home in Cambridge, a visitor onecs wvrotes
Ho left the house wherein the presence of the Haster is &
perpotusl sunshine -- where never a peremptory vord is spoken,
and yet there i a perfect, lovin; obediznce e ﬁth the fealing
, that 4t was good for a man to have beern themg

At the conclusion of the blography by his brother, w find these vords
_ of praise, that he was "tho pood son, drvotod husband, affeotionate |
fatherj the gencrous, faithful friend.”  Samel Longfsllow further

says of his brothor:

ig Ibido’ v°1. Iv’ p. 22' .

m&l mgfeuw,]%. ﬁ.. VO].. I’ Pe 9.
lg Ibide, vol. I’ Po .
1 3 vol. i3I, WJMH?&.

19”:,43”. vol. 7L pp 2. aov



The kay to his character was sympathy. This medec him the i
gentle and courteous receiver of overy visitor, however
gggucga”ﬁc’ishg?eggtﬁcﬁgrié “fod oah totﬁégegf&gggggned,
byl heg e nier e Tl
¢4
This sympathy of Longfollow manifested itself in humanitarianisme
He xas impressed at the sight of a man giving a pair of new shoes to a
wetycold, little beggar girl and regarded the act as a besutiful
charity. Once he spent the better. part of tvwo days working to have
the fine of a poor G:rmsn woman remitted, who wa§ accused of stealing
apples from a tree not in an enclosure, On reading of a poor Negro
sentenced ‘o the gallows for murder, he oxpressed the hope that it
would be the Jgst exeention they would hear of in Massachusotts.
s soul revolted ageinst anything that even hinted of wioclences
Ha took his place in the active crusade againat slavery nhenﬁe published -
his "Poems on Slavery." Ho bilioved slavory to be an “unrightoous
institution, based on ‘he falsn maxim that Wight mekes Righbe” He felt
thét his stmnd against slevery wao "righteous® and that everyone has
a perfect richt 1o express hia om opinicn on this subject as on every
othér ‘subjlect. He did not wish to see any violence or any illegal method
omployed to abolishvsl.avery. This was his wish: ®lot us do all we can
to bring about this vill, in all geftleness and Christian charity. And
Cod speed the tims."ao He likewise abhorred those chapters in the
history of the Church that spoke of violencej the worst aspects of this
he spesks of in "Torquemada,® which dcals with the Spanish Inquisition,

and in The New England Tragedies, vhich deal vith the witcheraft trials

in New England and the porsecution of 'he Quakers. Iiis enrncst prayer

20 }:bid., wole II, Pe Be
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to God was one of thanksgiving for ‘h. disappearsnce of violence from

the realm of r-<ligion, This was expressed in the vords of the
Theologian in Tales of a Fayside Inns |

*Thank God,” the Theologlan said,
®The reign of violenoco is dead,

Or dying surely fram the worldy
¥hile love triumphant r-igns instead,
And in a brighter sky o'erhead

His blassed banners are nfurled.

And most of all thank God for thisej
The war of waste and clashing cresds
HNow end in words, and not in deeds,
And no one suffers loss, or bleeds, 21
For thoughts that men call heresies.”

It is refreshing 1o find a man like the poet lon:fellow,
His vast store of lcarning and knovlaedge did notmake: of his religion
scmothing cold snd formal, or ome that was made up of so mony

theological clichés. Theology had no m@aning to him unless it was

expressed in practical living, He searched the world arocurd for those
things in every éreed that spoke to hi=: soul, These he made a pard

of his ovn belief, Those things that wore opposed to what he believed
vas the hizhest and the best in Christianity he did not hesitate to
criticize and to refrain from adoptins - - for himselfe Only in the
shadow of the Unitarién Church did he rind that freedom of belinf that

- he dosired, His worsaip 'u;g,a translated into the life he liwed, and into
the poems ba wrotes The impo-tant thing to him was not so much the

name of the church to vhich he belonged, but thatv ‘the ideas and principles
of Christ mitht b> expressed in the living of his li‘es The last two
linos of his gr:at poem Christus seem to sum vp all thet we have been

trying te say in this chapter s

21 poctical Vorks, Vole 1V, pe 109,
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Not he that repcateth the mgg.

. But hs that dooth the will,
This was longfellow's desire. This to him vwes the purpose of
Christianity, This was tha only type of religion that appezled to him,
This was the church of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, |

<@ Ibidsy vole V), pe L39. ‘



SUMHARY

Religlon occupiod a primary plsce in the life and vorks of
Henry “adsworth lengfellom, From his earliest childhood it surrounded
him in the influenc+s of his home, A8 he grcw to menhood it wzs his
constant f:ompa;nion; He o, gorly read the Bible and used it as a source
book in mony of his writings for figuréaxa of speech, Guotations, and
allusions, The fifst part; of his great poen Ch"riatixs is drawn almbst
exclusivoly from his knowlidge o the Bible end from the 1ife of
Christs, | | - |

‘. Longfellow early 'developed the habit of public worship, which
His intrrogt did not lie in the vorship services of only one church,
to hin was always mora than Just a habit, It was an expcrisnce that
but he went vherever he folt the needs of his soul could be mete
drew him closer to the God for vhom his soul was truly seekinge
Hs loved the besuty and the solemnity of the Catholic servire, He wazs
improssed by the devotion of its followars, but he did not hold to
anything that approached bigotry or fenaticism, He found in the Romen
Catholic Ghurch, in its worship and its traditions, another rich source
of matorial for his writings. It seems that he vas always. looking for
those things in every religlon that best expressed the grant vtruths of
»:1igion,

Beligion was more than a creed to rhich a man gave mental
assente To him a falth that *as notl eXpressed in works was no faith
at all. He tried to express that ‘aith in the way he liwsd each day.
He knew that 1life wan short, and that not all of life was sunshine,

1ifo was a battle to be fought., Each man tried 1o l-ave behind him

78
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something of value to posterity. A man could naver reach porfection

in this life, but the realization of all of 1if»'s dreams lay
ghead in the realm of immortslity. Longfellow belisved firmly in a
1i% beyond this 1ife. He nevor tricd to dodge the fact of death,
which came many times to his immediate circle of mhtiwa and
friends, Through the darkest kdaya"of desﬁ@ir, vhen he could have
bacome bitter, he kept his faith 4n th resurrection end irmoTe1ity,

Throughout hia 1ife he continued his membo rship in & Unitarian
Church, Vas he a Unitarian in the at.rict.eat sonse of the mrd?
It is ‘doubtful as the 11t£19 theology that he held to did not follow
 Unitarian 1ines. As o have scen in his writings, he believed in the
Trinity and in tho divinity of Jesuse Vhat was tho thing that held
him 4n this particalar church? He found here a freedom of thought
that was more congeninl with the thoughts of his ovn soul than he
could ﬁ;.nd in the narrow creeds of many other dénomihétioné. He
shunned énything that suggested bigotry, insinc:rily, or hypocrisye.
He felt that Christianity was bost expressed in ths lives of its |
adherents who manif:sted to the world the spirit of Christe For him
this type of chria&ianity oould only be tot;nd in the Unitarian
Churche | - |

The 1ife and works of Henry Yadsworth Longfollow stend as a
monument to n man with a deep and abiding foith in God, a sincore
devotion to the tcachings and principles of Jesus, a dedication of
himself %o the service of God and his fellow man, snd a gloricus
hope of immortality. |
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VITA

The writer of this thesis was born April 5, 192k, near Charles
Town, Test Virginia, 4e attended the Charles Town Graded School through
the fifth grade. In 1935, his family moved to !iinchester, Virginia,

Hs was graduated from the flandley High School of %inchester in June, 19L2,

In the £211 of 1942, he enrclled as a student at the University
of Richmond, Riclmond, Virginia, At the end of one semestsr he was
called into tho sorvices He sorved in the United Statss Army 4ir Corps
for three ycars. Ho mas assigned to the Sixteenth Veather Heglch za a
 weather cbserver, During this time he was stationed in Florida, Illinois,
Montana, and at Noman ‘ﬁells, Forthwest Territorys Canada,

Following his discharge in Febmiary, 1946, he returned immediately
to the University of Richrmond to pr%;;a'ra for the minisirye He receiwed
the Bachelor of Arts Degree in Jume, 1919, It was his decislon to
" raturn to ths University of Richiond to work toward a graduate degree
in English, That yenp he completed his residence work tomard a laster
of Arts dogrece

During his lact thrco ysurs &t the University of Richmond he
served as pastor of Voughn Summit Mission, Page County, Virginis,
| In the fall of 1950, he cntered the Southem Baptist Theological
Seminary in Loulsville, Kentucky, where he received the Bachelor of
Divinity degree in MNay, 1953. Since June, 1953, he has been serving
ag pastor of tha Hebron Baptist Church, CGore, Virginia,
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