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DEDICATION

For five éenerations, since before the county was
formed, Buckingham bounty, Virginia haé been home to
my family. Thelr customs, habits and way of 1life has
progressed along with the growth of the county. It is
to Buckingham County that we owe our heritage as well
as our way‘nf life for it has been our place to worship
God as well as our'home, Iﬁ is with this thought in
mind, that to my family, this paper is respectfully and
fondly dedicated.

James Meade Anderson, junior

Andersonville, Virginia

May 1955
Unlversity of Richmond, Virginia
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FOREWORD

This paper 1s an attempt to bring together unrelated
facts concerning the history of Buckingham County, Vir-
ginia. It ls sincerely hoped that one may find the way
of life of the early sebtlers and that this brief histori-
cal account (1700-1850), will relate the story of typical
Americans in their struggle to establish a foundatlon that
time has tested and found solid.



Buckingham County, in the heart of Virginia is
one of the most fascinating counties of the Commonwealth.
There are three different possibilities from which the
county could have received its name. The most prominent
idea 1s that it was named for Buckinghamshire England.
Another possibillty is that it received its name from a
small siream which was once on the lands of Archibald
Cary called Buck River. However, the most valid possi-
bility is that the county of Buckingham received its name
from the Duke of Buckingham. The latter possibility re-
ceives its welght of validity due to the fact that count-
ies of Coionial Virginis were named for royaltiy.

Teoday in looking at a map of Virginia, if your eyes
would fall upon the center of the State, you would find
Buckingham County. Quickly we see that the county is
bound on the north by the James and on the south by the

o—ln
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Appomattox Rivers. The county is approximately 32 miles
from east to west, making it one of’the most symmetrical
counties in the State. As we stand there with our eyes
gazing upon Buckingham County we begin to wonder about
olden times, How did the county become settled? Vho
were its first settlers? What were the conditions of

pioneer life in Buckingham County? To answer these quest-

~ lons we turn the pages of history back to Colonial Virw

giniae

Soon after the establishment of a colony at James-
toun, the white man sought new lands. Although at first
his primary objective was to search out a water route to
the Orient, he soon discovered the falls in the rivers
and realized that his objective would not be attained in
Virginia, Thus in the course of time the white man moved
out from the colony at Jamestown. Along the rivers he
travelled, staking his claims to the lands he desired,
By 1634, Henrico was erected into a shire or county. It
is interesting to note that the present day counties of
Henrico, Goochland, Chesterfield, Cumberland, Buckingham,
Nelson, Fluvanna, Albemarle, Amherst, and Campbell were

parts of the original Henrico.1 After the first of these

"1, "Henrico County, Virginia: Beginnings of its Fami-
lies," William and Mary Quarterly, Serles I, Volume 2k,

P 126.
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countles were established, the waterways of Virginia
principally the James, and the Rappahannock, carried
the settler into the wild and savage frontier of Pled-
mont Virginla., BDBarly travel into central and western
Virginia was done primarily by means of the Rappahane
nock River. This was due to the fact that wWwilliam Byrd
had acquired the land along both banks of the James

at Henrico. Therefore, it was quite natural that the
unclaimed lands along the Rappahannock offered Governor
Spotswood and the House of Burgesses a better prospect
for establishing counties.

As to the exact date of settlement or the identity
of the first settlers of this area, there is no evidence.
However, the names and date, "R. Bolling, I. Bell, 1700,"
are carved in a rock ledge on Willis'! Mountain, This
is the earliest known date that any white man put foot
on the soil of Buckingham County. It is an assured
fact that there would have been trips into Buckinghan
before 1700, It is therefore logical that the pioneers
made their way up the James and in settling their searches
toward the west, eventually scaled the mountain for a
better view of terrain. ‘Since this lone mountain peak,
vhich was later named Willis' Mountain, rises from a

relatively flat plain to 1,159 ft., it may be seen
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clearly for several miles. Nine years>1ater We Smith

and P. Turpin made their way into a cave, later known as
Woodson's Cave, on Willis' Mountain and carved their names
along with thé date 1709. These two carvings on the mount-_
ain are the only known records that have been discovered
concerning early advehturers Into Buckingham County.

Cne wonders vwhat the early adventurers thought of
Buckingham County. It is probable that they found an en-
tire county of forest, since the land seems very well a-
dapted to the growth of both coniferous and hardvood trees.
It is known that there wvere Indian tribes in this area and
that the Monacans of the Sliouan linguistic group, were
present in Buckingham County. This-tribe, vhich was the
enemy of Pcwhatan, was concentrated in the vieinity of
vhat is now Columbia in Fluvanna County.2 Concrete evi-
dence of the presence of this Indlan tribe was proven
vhen ethnologists opened a grave and found clay pipes,

a cache of arrow heads and numerous bone fragment3¢3

As for the actual settlement of Buckingham County,

it 1s most difficult to ascertain the exact facts. It

has been said that, "The history of the county can never

5. Tulian Dwight Martin, "First Citizens," Today and

Yesterday in the Heart of Virginia, published in book
form by The Farmville Herald, Harch 29, 1935, p. 135.

3. Ibide, pe 136.
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be‘adequatelywwritten."# We do know that the James River
was one of the most natural routes to the west, but it
was,ﬂot until the 1720%s that settlements began to be

made beyond the fallss In the 1720's, on the creek at
Bremo, the Cockes, William Mayo, John Thornton, Dr. George
Nicholas and others laid claim to tracts of land in the
area of Buckingham County.’ After these first settlements
vere made along the James, the door was oﬁene&kto future
settlement along the river as well as the tributaries
which led to the interior of the county.

In the establishment of coﬁhties along the James
River, Goochland was the first county to be organized
west of the county of Henrico, In 1728, nearly a century
after the organization of Henrico, in 1634, the county
of Goochland was established. Buckingham County was ine .
cluded in that area, but 1little information concerning
it is obtainable from Goochland records.® Thus for 16
years (1728-174%+), Buckingham vas a part of Goochland
County. In 1744, it was included in ﬁhe section that was

L, H. R. MeIlwaine, Address before the Buckingham
Chapter of the United Daupghters of the Contedeorac s glven
at Buckingham Court House, Virginia, May 30, 1933 De e
(Original manuscript of speech in Virginia State iibrarye)

5« Thomas P. Abernethy, Three Virginia Frontiers.
University, Louisiana: Loulsiana State University Fress,

19"!"0, PP, L;‘B’ L*""‘. . . . .
6, John H. Guathmey, Twelve Viriinia Counties. Rich-
mond: The Dietz Press, 1937, p. lol.
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established as Albemarle.’ This new county was named
‘fer'w1lliam Anne Keppel, the seéond‘Earl of Albomarle,
who 'was Governor'General of Virginia at that time. The
Pirst patents'of land in the new county were takeén out
in 1727. ‘ . :

With the or?anization of the new ccunty, the records
concerning the lands of Buckingham were located in Ale
bemarle County. However these records were destroyed
‘when Tarleton and his cavalry made their raid on Governor
Jefferson in Scdtts?ille in 1781,9 However Buckingham
began keepinglits own rgcbrds when it becamg a county in
| 1761 only to have them completely destroyed by the burn-
ing of the courthouse at midnight on February 26, 1869.10
This was one of the greétest calamities that has ever
happened to the countys Although most of the historical
- facts were lost, it shall be the pattern of this paper
to link together the basic facts inte a way of 1life that
typifies the people of Bucklingham County.

It was resolved in March 1761 that "From the first

g: %%%g., ppe 309, 310.

e Shepard and other Buckingham Families " yiliiam

and Hary Quarterly, Series II, Vol. 6, p. 1
T 10, wWilliam Shepherd “Buckingham County," Todax and

Yesterdaz in the Heart of Virginia, Farmville Herald,
Marc s D 9«
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day of May in that year, the céuntyﬂoflﬁlbemérla would

be divided into. three distinct counties." These counties
were to be Buckingham, Amherst, and Fluvanna, However
only Buckingham and Amherst were established in‘i761§
Fluvannma received its honor in 1777. It was resolved
that "the area of land on the south side of the Fluvanna
River should be one distinct county known by the name of
Buckingham." It was also stated that after the first of
May, a court for the county of Buckingham was to be held
by the justices on the second Monday of every month, The
sheriif of Albemarle was not to be hindered in any way
in his attémpt to collect the unpaid debis and dues owed
by the citizens of the new county prior to May 1, 1761,1%
Thus, Buckingham, the fifty-second county of the present
State of Virginia came into being.

During the decade (1730-40), we find several ac-
counts of the Scoteh~Irish crossing the Blue Ridge
Mountains and settling in the area cast of these mount-
ains. One of the localities they settled was the vest-
ern section of what was then Albemarle Countys Although
in saveral localities they outnumbered the English

T1. in Act for dividing the countiss of Albemarle
and Louisa, and parish of St. Anney and for other pur-
poses therein menﬁlonedi" yilliam Waller Hening, Statutes

at Large, Vol. 7, pp. 419-423.
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Tidewater migrants, the Scotch-Irish were never as in-
fluentisl.t? There were traces of "squatters" in this
region although they were very few and found in back-
ward region and over a widely scattered area. There-
fore it may be clearly seen that the type of settlers
of Buckingham weres (1) the English migrant from the
regions of Tidewater Virginia who in most instances
were of seéond»rate influence in this Tidewater area.
When they moved to Buckingham and surrounding area,
they became a primary influence. (2) The Scotch-
Irish who crossed the mountains and gsettled in the
vestern areca of the county in their quest for more
Space and virgin land, and (3) a combination of poor
white trash and "squatters" who sought a livelihood
in the extreme backward areas. These were few in nume
bers and of less importance in influence. 8Slaves wvere
held primarily by the Tidewater migrant.t3

The question should be settled at this point of the

12, This information was computed from: Land Tax Book

of Buckingham County, 1782-1787; Personal Property Tax
Book, Buckingham County, Virginia, 1782-1707; Tit%ables

of ifii; 172&% Buc%in%ham Countié Virginia. These listings
are found in the Virginia State Library. Traces of names,

where they migrated from, and amounts of influence they
displayed were computed in arriving at the facts concern-
ing the early settlement of the county.

13. Ibid.
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name of the James River. At the time of the settlement
of Jamestown, the river and town were named after King
James. However, during the reign of Queen Anne (1702-
1714), the upper reaches of the river was given the name
Fluvanna.lu Several other rivers in Virginia have some
portion of their name commemorating Queen Anne.
The early settlers may be divided into seven an-

cestral categories:lg'

English  31.5%

Scots 30.7%

German  14,9%

Welsh 1%.2%

~Irish 5¢5%

French 3.25
The percentage of English names was 3.7 points below the
median of Tidevater Counties. The Irish weras also be-
low'by about 2 points. The Scots and Germans were about
3 points above and the walsh‘were 1.1 points above while
the French were about the median. Sincé these early set-
tlements, the English and Germans have'increased vhile
the others have decreased according to the census during
the early decades of the twentieth century.l®

. As for societytin-Buckingham County during the late

1%, MeIlwaine, loc. clitey, ps 6

15. R. Bennet% Bean, The Peopling of Virpinia. Bostons
Chapman and Grimes, Ince, 19308, PPs 153y LD,

16. Ibid. '
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dacades of the eighteenth Century; nost of it concerned
the church or politics. There is practically no mention
of social get togethers even relating to the planting or
harvesting of the crops. The only time in vhich the
people were together were in religious functions or
political meetings. Other than this, the;customary pract-
ice called for hard labor in the fields so that food would
be on the table during the cold weather.’

The parish for Buckingham had its beginning before
the county was organized. Tillotson Parish was organized
in 1758 in honor of Archbishop Tillotéon, a great Eng-
lish clergyman, "Practically nothing is known of this

118 popacco was the chief manner of payment to

parish.
the church as it was in payment of all debts in Bucking-
ham County.t? There is 1ittle information concerning
the very early religioﬁs 1ife of the cltizens of the
county. A minister of 1786 states in his autobiography,
"There was but little vital religion in our neighbor-

hood or aﬁywhere else in that reglon of the countryese

17. 1In all facts concerning the early history of
Buckingham County, there is no record which pertains
to any other than religious or politieal function,

181. MQIlW&ine,. 0(3‘,3_1.__@_-,:}3&»7&_

19.. Tillotson Parish Papers, (papers are neither
contiguous nor numbered).. These original manuscripts
are located in the Virginia State Library.
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My parents had me baptized in the Ppiscapal faith'..
Honesty and truuhfulness was theuhale of religion that
ve were taught. The only profession in our neighborhood
were Baptists and they were of the old Calvinistic-stamp.
. The first two preachers I had recollection of were Baptists.
One was a white man, the other an African...At that day
Methodism was everywhere spoken against in that region."ao

The Methodist must have begun to flourish in the area
shortly thereaffer because John Early states: "Brother
Walker went with me to William Staples on James River,
Buckingham to a two day meetihg. I preached on the
poverty of Christ and the riches of the Christian., One
shoutad for joy. Several mourned. A new preaching place
fér the Methodist. I hope for good time at this place.
The people of the house have Joined the soclety. That
night I trled again and God was with us’"gl

As in general, the center of religion was in the
home, and that on special days in the hamlets there were
camp ground meetings. This was the pattern in many in-
stances in other areas of Virginia.

In the first session of the House of Burgesses held

20, "Autobiography of Rev. Robertson Gannaway," Vir-
ginia Magazine of History, Volume 37, pps 316, 317.

21, VFrom Diary of John Barly," Virginia Magazine
of History, Volume 3%, p. 131.
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in November, 1761, the representatives of Buckingham:
County were Robert Belling and Joseph Cabelle. These
ropresentatives were alloved expenses for four days of -
travel to and from the capitol at Williamsburg,2? One
of the first bills of this session stated that Albemarle
County was to refund the money paild By,the citizens of
Buckingham and Amherst for the purchase of the county
set of weights and measures before the counties had
been divided.?3 | |
Robert Bolling and Joseph Cabell served Buckingham
County for the first three seséiens of the House of Bur~
gesses, In the third session Joseph Cabell was absent
most of the time due to recasons of health.2¥ It was in
_this session that the House of Burgesses passed an act
empowering Carter Henry Harrison, who owned land on
both sides of Willis! Creek to build a mill and dam on

the siream to provide adequate water for the inhabitants

22, '"An act for directing and better regulating the
election of Burgesses, for sebtling their privileges,
and for ascertaining their allowances," Hening, Statutes
at Large, Vol. 7, D» 527,

23, '"An act %o oblige the justices of the County of
Albemarle to refund to the Counties of Amherst and Bucke
ingham thelr just proportion of the money paid for weights
and measures before the division of the said County of
Albemarle," Hening, Statubtes at Large, Vol, 7, p. 625,
2%, McIlwalne, loc. clf., pe 1D.



of the surrounding ara&.ag

In the counties,‘there ware court house rings in
the same manner as in some places they still exist ﬁoday.
These court house rings were usually a local band of
politicians who formulated the policies of the county.
Also there Qere rings of politicians in the same fashion
in the church, If the list of names of influential
vestrymen were compared to the court house rings, they
would be very similar, "However one mlght as well give
up hope of finding out for certain the names of the
vestrymen in Buckingham County; Also most of the court
records of the early justices of peace are lost.“26
Since most of the legislation in the House of Bur-

. gesses during the time before the Revolution concerned
ferries or other domestic issues, it is best to group

all these issues as one. In 1764, a ferry vas estabilshe
ed across the Fluvanna River from Boman's Warehouse in
Amherst to Buckingham County. The fee for a man was
~—B357"WEn act to oblige the justices of the County of
Albemarle to refund to the Counties of Amherst and Buck-
ingham their just proportion of the money paid for weights
and measures before the division of the sald County of

Albenmarle,” Hening, Statutes at Large, Vol. 7, p. 626.
26, McIlwaine, loce cit+, DPs 9» |
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three pence, and for a horse was the sames2? This ferry
was the predocessor o the present Route 60 where it
grosses the’Jaﬁes Rlver. In l?ﬁh,.when;thé balance on
the payment of tobacco was due fo; tgxesg the‘sberiff
was ordered to sell the tobacco on the market in the
' coﬁnty or on court day of Henrico County at Richmond .28
Another act passed during the same session of the House
of Burgesses, was a reward offered for killing wolves,
If the wolf was under 6 months the reward was 50 pounds
of neat tobacco, howaver_for eyery ﬁblf over that age,
100 pounds of neat tobacco was to be rewarded.zg

In the House of Rurgesses session from Novenber
16, 1766 through March 31, 1768, the ropresentatives
‘from Buckingham were Joseph Cabell and Samuel Jordan.30
Therefore Joseph Cabell probably recovered from the ill
health that §1agued him in the previous session. During

this session, the act on killing wolves was repealed.31

37, WAn act for appointing several new Ferries, and
for other purposes therein mentioned,'" Hening, statutes

at Large, Vol. 8, p. M.
aopse toidey pe 39,

et e s 1766 _to 177 z
: « 'House o gesses 0 547 Yirginia
Magazine of History, Vol. ks pe 380, ’

31. "An act for continuing an act, intitled, An act
for increasing the rewards for killing wolves within
certain countles, to be paid by the counties wherein the
services shall be performed," Hening, Statutes at Large,
Vol 8, Pe 2000
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' The people of the county elected Robert Bolling and
Joseph Cabell as their representatives for the special
assembly in 1768,32 This assenbly at the Capltol actually
concerned the prospect of special leglslation, but did
netrspecifically‘concern any locality, Tor the next ses-
sion of the House of Burgesses, November 7, 1769-July 11,
1771, the cltizens eijuckingham elocted Joseph Cabell
and Benjamin Howard as their reprasentatiVes,33 It was
. Guring this session that the time of travel to and from
the capitol was raised from four to five days‘3h Another
law that was passed concerned érows and squirrels in the
county. Since they did such great damegey a lav was
passed whereby each citizen had to kill 5 crows or squir~
rels and present te the justlee of the peace the 5 scalps
or heads, The penalty for each lacking scalp or head
was the payment of 1 pound of tobacco.35 Also during
this legislative sesslon, 2 ferry was established across
the Fluvanna River from the land of Benjamin Howard in

Buckingham caunty to the land of Neil Campbell in Albe-

35, "Historical Notes and Querles," Virginia Magazine

of Histcr§ Vols 3 E
& .y Vbl. p; 382. -

in act for regulating the election of Burgesses,
for declaring thelr privileges and allowances, and for
fixing the rlghta of elections," Hening, Statutes at

%. iblde, “P* 389; 390,
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marla,Bé It 1s interesting to notzs that'the repfesent»
ative ofvthe county had this ferry connecting his land
with that across the river. Euring~thisﬁsession'Rolfe
BEldridge becane the Clerk of Buckingham County. By
his ability and the cxactness of his records, it is
well es tabBished that he was very efficient ag well as
being influential, Rolfe Fldridge held this position
from 1770 until 1806.37

Joseph Cabell, who was the son of Dr, William Cabell,
was one of the most'prominenﬁ“persons in the county. Dre
Cabell had acquired a large-bod& of land on béth banlks
of the James around 17&0‘38 Another prominont person
was Robart Bolling who was the son of Colonel John Pol-
lings Colonel Bolling had owned the Chellowe Plantate
lon in Buckingham County in 17h8.39 Another prcminent
family in the county was the Cannon family vhich set-
tled on the James River, Probably the name of the

-‘-Tm%idqg Ps 3690

37« Genea“ogya“ Virginia Macazine of History, Vol,

23, Ps 96, and "Eldridge Family," ¥illiam and Lar
narterly, Serdes I, Vol, 20, p. 206
uarse "'x"c’:olonal william Cabell," Virginla Historical

Register, Vol. 3, p. 107,
39« Joseph Barrye Wall, "01d Homes of Buckingham,"
Today and Yesterday in the "Hoart of Virginia, Farmville

Herald, March 29, 1945, Ds 203e
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village of New Canton is derived from this early family,'*O
Another prominent home of the county was built on the
James River in 1724 by William Horsley. This plan-
tation home, situated between VWarminster and Manteo
was named Travellers Rest.hl

The most prominent men of the county in its early
history were the vestrymen and the justices., As men-
tioned earlier, the vestrymen of Tillotson Parish are
not available, but the 1ist of Justices for 1765 is
available, This 1ist contains 19 names: Samuel Jor-
dan, David Fatteson, Joha-Cannoﬁ, Joseph Cabell, Willlam
Johns, Robert Bolling, Benjamin Howard, John Staples,
John Fern, George Hooper, Jacob Lindsey, Francls
Moseley, Jacob Cabell, Abraham Daniel, Jeremiah Whitney,
Joseph Epperson, Charles Patterson, James Anderson, and
Joseph EB&mn_’mg,.1"2 This 1list, although four years after
the county was first established, may be takeﬁ for the
most part as the original 1list since reappointment was
almost assured among these influential citizens. It
was among this list that the early ideas and plans of
the county were molded.
- TTIG. The Cocke Family of Virginia," Virginia Magazine
of iftoﬁaiIVbl‘ Ly Do 438,

H
y 102+ citey, De 270.
42, McIlwaine, loc. cit., p. 10.
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| | Concerning the economic conditions, one thing<that
needé he éxplanaiionlis the fact that much of the land
of the county had been cleared by the pre~revolutionary
time. Along with this, it should be mentioned that the
local Indianvtribes had disappeared: The citizens vere
concerned, nevertheless, with conflicts with the Indlans
in western Virginia¢¥3 | '

The settlers established thair foot~paths as thelr
direct means of inland communication. The Slate River
along with the larger creeks afforded inland transpor=
tation in the county while the 3ames and the Appomattox
were for perimeter travel.
| The altitude of the county generally runs from 450
feet in the eastern portion to 600 feet on the western
r:?.éige«s“}*)‘L The topography of the county is monotonous
except for the rise by the solitary monadnock‘of Willis?
Mountain to the helght of 1,159 £t.%7 This mountain is
principally made of cyanite bearing quartzites The only
" Th3.In an original letter written by Walker Daniel
at Buckingham to his uncle Thomas Coleman Martin in

King and Queen County on April 22, 1778, he states that:
"an Indian war with the Shawanese and Mingoes seems in-

evitable.”
L4, Other sources state 300 to 700 feet.

45, Stephen Taber, "Earthquakes in Buckingham County,
Virginia," Ihe Bulletin of the Seismolopical Society of

America. pPes 123




other points over a thousand feet are found cﬂ'épear’é
Mountain in the western area of the county and Vood's
Mountain in the southwest section.*® This height is
obtained when the mountains rise from surrounding ridges
and do not seem as fascinating as the rise of Willis!
Mountain from a flat plain area. 7

The sbil of the entire county is of a red clay
1texture and the rocks are of an igneous nature;. However
lﬁha oldest rocks are "ﬁre4Cambrian metamorphic rocks"®
which vwere chiefly sedimentary in origin.? After the
deposit of these rocks, they wére subjected to a pover-
ful force acting in a northwest tc southeast direction.
"This resulted in a close folding and faulting and
mthe daevelopment of a highly schistose‘texture."h8 The .
first earthquake of the county was recorded in Richmond
on August 23, 1802. There have been many such trem-
ors since this time and there is no reason to doubt
they preceded it alsoes These were caused by slight dise
placements along one or more of the faults.h9 The

Arvonia slate belt has been the location of repeated

‘ Lo« "“Buckingham County," Virginis Division of Plan-
ginE and Economic Development, November 1953, ps 1i.
l'g’ Tﬂbel‘, doce clbey Do i .

) %‘ . b - - . l
1"90 bi »
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disturbances, From the formation of the slate rocks,
it may be expected that earthquékes may occur from time
to time although of feeble intensity. |

' Dr. Ruffner, the first State Superintondent of Pube
1ic Instruction, and the first President of Longwood Col-
lege once sald that Buckingham could boast more kinds of
minerals than any other county in the State.so,

The county, after its last division had an area
of 576 sqs mi. and 368,640 acres with 6 sq. mi. of water
area, 1 -

The temgeratures of the coﬁnty range from an ave
erage.of 370 in January to an average of 76° in July.72
Tobaceo was the chief crop although there were

early signs of corn, wheat, and cotton., Most of the
plantations were self-sufficient as were the small farms
of the yeoman planter, Tobacco was the chief method

of making money as well as the means of exchange. By
1766, it was reported that most of the land in Bucking-

50, FPolly Jones,; "Buckingham County, Virginia,"

Earmvill§ ngald’ August 23, 19294 pe 4, (published
in pamphle orm)a

- 51, The last division was the formation of Appomat~
tox from Buckingham in 1845,

: 52, "Buckingham County," Virginia Division of Plane
ning and Economic Development, November, 1953, p. ii.
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ham County vas braken;53 The gpaas of tha county were
L‘éither franspérted'by horseback overland to the rivers
- or by carriage, From this point the goods noved down
the stream to.the James River and onward to Richmond,

| Buckinghém County had been férmed, settled,‘and‘
vas prosparing when the young colonles were plunged in-
to a war-a war for inﬂependence« This was a war brought
on by pioneering colonists who gsserted their rights
for freedom and democratic ldeals, |

Very little legislation passed in the House of Bur-

gosses in the two sessions betﬁaen 1772 and 1775+ The
primary thought of the day concerned relations with
England and the growing idea of the revolution. HNever-
theless, Henry Bell and Charles May were the represen-
tatives in the February 10, 1772, March 4, 1773, Hay 5,
177%, and May 26, 1774 sessions of the House of Burges-
ses;gu These were the first sessions in which the citi-
zens of the county elected two representatives who had

not been in office before. It was during these sessions

53 VHistorical and Genealogicaiyﬁntes and Queries,"

Virginia Magazine of History, Vol. 19, p. 91,
EE‘ Wouse Of Burgesses, 17668£0 i775,“ Virginia

Mapazine of History, Vol. 4, p. 384,
? ?
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that the crow and squirrel act was repealedgss
- A 1lst of tithables was -made of Buckingham County
in 1773« Tﬁe actual list”contained‘l,817 namesQ56 An
| interesting factor that is noteworthy in the liéhing of
these tithables is the number found under each family
‘heads There were 181 names with a listing of only one
in that family while 26 names had 10 or more names fol-
 lowing their heading, The average size of the family
- was four, The tithable, in proportion to the largest
number of names, was that of John Nicholas which cone
tained 38 names. In the 1lsting of these names under
thoe family head some caption was placed beohind sonme
names which would denote some unusual characteristice
such as "crippled, blind," etes It is Interesting to
note that only one mmlattoc was 1isted.57
John Nicholas and Antony Winston wers elected rep-

resentatives from Buckingham to the August 11, 1774%, and

55, "An act for contimuing and amending the act
antitled An act for destroying crows and squirrels in
certain counties therein," Hening, Statutes at large,

VOl‘ 8, ph 597% : : .
56« "Notes and QueriesM~~"List of tithables in

Virginia taken 1773," Virglinla Mapazine of Historvy Vol.

28, p. 8l. (See Appendix B for T%sting of those namoes),
. 57+ Tithables of 1%g3~;2%hg Buc%inggag Co.% Virginia,

pasgime. FPound in Virginia State Library, chmond, Vire

ginia.




-.!23*

June 1, 1775, sessions of the House of Burgassgg.gs There
wQS‘no-legiéiation passed invthese'sessions‘céncerhing
the county. ” o

Two plantatimn/estéﬁes of which there)is.éurrent
knowledge wefe estéblished 5e£0re the Revolutionary War.
éhese vere "Willow TLake," bullt by Robert Moseiey’and‘
"Hohawlt," budlt by John Word in 1770.%7 At the begin-
ning of the Revolutionary War, Virginia was subdivided
into 60 countiaagég One of the most progressive of
these coumties was Buckinghanm. |

The county had a very closé connection with the Revo~
lutionary Vars This was especlally true since one of the
most colorful soldiers of the War resided in Buckingham
Countys “Horane £111s the plcture of the American soldler
more completely than Peter Francisco."él He was brought
to Virginia from Portugal by a sea captain who attempted
to bind this child to a planter as an apprentice. He
was left upon the dock at City Polnt, Virginia. Antony

58. "House of Burgasses, 1766 20 1775," Virginia

Magazine of History, Vols 4, p. 386,

59, Joseph Barrye Wall, "0ld Homes of Buckingham,"
Today and Yesterday in the Heart of Virpinla. Reprinted
n book form, Farmville Heral %hmarc 29% 1935, p. 283,

- 60s "Virginia Soldiers in the Revolution," Virginia
Magazine of History, Vols 224 ps 59 ?
« "Peter Franecisco, The American Soldler,"™ no author

listed, William and Mary Quarterly, Series I, Vol. 13,
Pps 213¢216.
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'Winston, an uncle of Patrick Hemry who at the time lived
on an estate calléd "Hunting Tcﬁer“ in Buckingham; took
charga»of'yoﬁng-Franciédo;--w1despread attention was ate
tracted to young Francisco;by his. great physicai strength.
When the Revolutionary War broke out, Franciseo'waSvonly
14 years of ages. However in 1776, he joined the 10th
Virginia Regiment of Continental troops. At the time, -
I'rancisco was 6 £H. 1 inech tall and weighed 260 1b, He
- was exceedingly muscular and active. The son of Peter
Francisco states that his father at one time shouldered
a cannon weighing 1,100 1b. Sinée an ordinary sword would
seem almost as a pen-knife in battle, CGeneral Washington
- ordered a heavy 6 foot svord made for Francisco., He saw
service in the battles at Brandywine, Germantown, and
Monmouth and was wounded in battle soveral timss.éa

~ One incident concerning Francisco and the British
vwhich bears relating happened at the home of Benjamin
Ward in Amelia County. One day while Francilsco was visite-
ing there, the house was suddenly surrounded by 9 British
trooperss Al their demand for his silver knee buckles
and his watch, Francisco killed one of the British sold-

- 1ers gnd dashed away on one of the British horses., His

T 62, Ibide
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‘escape‘Was especially daringy since some of Tarletonls
“cavalry of 400 men had dismounted, Francisco was not .
only able to scare many of the horses away, but was
later able to sell these run-away horses at Prince Ed-
ward Courthouse. In memofy of this skirmish, Francisco
gave thé nane of Tarleton %o his horse upon which he
witnessed the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown, After
the war in addition to belng sergeant-at-arms of the
House of Delegates, Francisco also kept a tavern at New
Store in Buckingham County.53

Since Francisco was the most colorful citizen the
County has provided, another amusing incident bears re-
lating: One time a very strong man rode all the way
from the piloneer section of Kentucky to challenge Fran-
ciscos The strong man named Famphlet 1lifted Francisco
and remarked about hils weight. Franclsco asked the
visitor if he could be obliged by having the return favor
of lifting him, When Pamphlet agreed, Francisco 1lifted
him twice and on the third such 1ift, threw him over a
four foot high panel fence inte the dusty road. Being
quite surprised at this dazzling exhiblition of strength,
- Pamphlet told Francisco that he would be doing him a

63+ ibide
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;great favor if he would likewise throw hils horse over
the fenca. Upon this request, Franeisco led the hgrse
to the fence and with a 1ift put the horse over the fence
as requested. Mr, Pamphlet then mounted and rode off to
his native Kentucky.ék

Pater Franclsco married three times. His first mar-
riage was to Mary Anderson., Later he married Catherine
Fauntleroy Brooke who bore him three children. His last
marriage was to Mary B. West, who like his former wlves,
belonged to representative Virginia familles. His three
children were: 1) Susan Brooke Francisco vho married
Colonel Edward Pescud, 2) Catherine Brooke Francisco who
married Dandridge Spotswood, the third son of Captain
John Spotswood, 3) the son, Peter Francisco, Jre, who
was a physician, never married.65

Peter Franclsco, a cltizen of whom Buckingham County
was duly proud, is buried at Shockhoe Cemetory inr Riche-
mond, Virginia where a monument has been erected as a
memorial to him. Today the only thing honoring the mom-
cry of Francilscoy other than the colcrful stories, is that
ong of the six districts of Buckingham County bears his

6%,  iDida
65, Ceneslogy~--The Brooke Family of Virginla, Vir-

| inia Mapazine of History, Vole. 13, p. 224.
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name. In addition to the Francisco distriet, the other
five are: Maysville, Curdsville, James River, Slate River,
and Marshall.

At the beginning of the Revolutionary War, Virginia
was divided into sixteen segments and the minute-men
vere to’be recrulted from the militia so that each sect-
jion would be better protecteds One of these sections
included Buckingham, Amherst, Albemarle and Augusta
Counties.®6 In July, 1775, two companies of soldlers
were ordered from this districtf67 The tralning of the
battalion of men from Buckingham in these companies was
ordered to take place on the 15th day of May and the 26th
day of October; Buckingham was made a part of the South-
ern distriet of defenses in the cclony.éa By December
of 1775, a request for 100 officers went out from Fort
- Pitt. FPach county in Virginia was to meet this request
by appointing one captain, one first-lisutenant, and one
second~lieutenant. In that same month, seventeen ad-
ditlonal companies were ordered to be raised throughout

Virginia. One of these, a rifle coupany, was to come from

66. "An ordinance for raising and embodying a sufficient
force for the defense and protection of this c¢olony," Hening,

Statutes at Large, Vol. 9, pe 16,
Bg. Ib%d., Pe 13e

68, ig,pd21¢
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Buckingham COunty.ég' This made 3 companies of rifle-
men, in addition to the captain, first-lieutenant, and
second-lieutenant, that were supplled by the county in
the first year of the war.

One influence that Buckingham played in the Revo-
lutionary War that did not involve man power was the use.
of an iron foundry located in the county. This foundry
was owned by John Ballendine and was important in pro-
ducing various iron supplies during the war.7°

Barly in 1776, a survey of the number of men of
military age in Buckingham County was found to be 650.71
The survey was taken but there was no mention of ages,
names, or localities. On October 1, 1776, the county
was ordered to supply a man capable of attaining the
rank of captaln and one to be ensign with the captain
to enllist 20 men to accompany him and the ensign ten.72
These men were to be the county's quota in supplying
-"—3§7;““Kh ordinance for ralsing an additional number
of forces for the defense and protection of this colony,

and for other purposes therein mentioned," Hening, Stat-

tes at Large, Vol. 94 pes 774 78, 82, ,
. Original Records of the Phl Beta Kappa Society,"

7
William and Mﬁrg Quarterly, Series I, Vol. 4, p. 2i9.

Ll irginia Legislative Papers®--The number of men
O§ gilitary %g§ ingVirgin%a in 1776, Virginia Magazine
O stogg 0¢l,p.‘3 . .

72« "Aﬁ.act for raising six additional battalions of
‘infantry on the continental establishment," Hening,

Statutes at Large, Vol. 9, pp. 180, 182,



the state with 6 ready battalions. This was tbe_only‘
man-power directive issued‘to ﬁhe:couﬂty iﬁ the.year
of 1776 |

| _However, there were many domestle 1ssues in that
yeaf. In Maé, the counties were organized into dlstricts
for the purpose of the election of state senatofs, One
of these senatorial districts included the counties of
Buckingham, Albemarle, and Amherst counties¢73 Another
problem that was of consequence in the county was the
fact that no person was qualifiled to be sheriff. The
collection of taxes was delayed, and it was declared that
-these fess had to be paid on April 10th of the following
year, These taxes covered land, poll, and wheel carrlages
for the year of 1776. There was another ferry established
across the Fluvanna River.' This c¢rossing established by
the House of Burgesses connected the lands of Joseph and

William Cabell.7h Another important requesi was granted

73« VWAn ordinance to arrange the counties in dig-
tricts for electing Senators, and to ascertain their
wages," Hening, Statutes at iar(e, Vol, 9, pe 129,

7is "An act for establishing Several new Ferries,
and for other purposes therein mentioned;™ and "An act
to direct the collection of the taxes in the counties of
King George and Buckingham, for the year one thousand
seven hundred and sixty-six, and of the publick levy in
the county of Fauquler, for the year one thousand seven
hundred and sixty-five," Hening, Statutes at Large, Vol.
8’ PP« 193, 201, 202, .



in.1776. Tﬁis was a petition by the people of the county |
concerning the Established Church., On October.22, 1776,
the citizens of’Buckingham, along with Albemarle and Anm-
herst sent a.petition to Williamsburg concerning the Es-
tablished Chﬁrch. This petition was followed by one on
November 9, 1776 asking for the complete separation of
Church and state.??

Very many things. took place in Byckingham between
the time of the signing of the Declaration of independ~
ence and the defeat of Cornwallis at Yorktown in 1781,
Most of the issues of this era, concerning the county,
-related to the raising of military forces for combat
during the Revolutionary Var. On October 2, 1777, an
act was 1ssued calling for the speedy recruiting of
Virginia Regiments. Twenty-six single mon were ordered
to be drafted from Buckinghan County.76 No further re-
quest of troops from the county was made until May k4,
1780, when the servicemen of Virginia were ordered to

the aid of South Carolinae. This time, eighty-four men

75+ WVvirginia Legislative Papers," Virginia Magazine
of Hlstory, Vols 4, pp. 141, 255,

76, '"An act for speedily recruiting the Virginia
Regiments on the continental establishment, and for
raising additional troops of volunteers," éening, Stat-
ntes at Large, Vole 9, P« 339. , ,
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were sent from;Bunkingham County.77 This order was fol~
lowed on October 5, 1777, by the additional request of
- men to be recrulted fronm Buckingham.78

Manpowor vas not all the citizens of Buckinghan
furnished in 1780. Thirty-eight suits of clothing for
the army wére ordered to be made. A suit consisted ofs
2 shirts of 1linen or cotton, 1 pair of overalls, 2 pairs
of stockings, 1 pair of shoes and 1 wool, fur or felt
hat, or leather caps’? Another provision the county
furnished was iron ore. The furnace in Buckingham had
a fine stock of iron ore and coal in 1780, but needed
only & hearth to put in its blast.50

Colonel John Cabell, Buckingham County Lieutenant,
cortified in 1780, that all the men required from the

county had been furnished except for the last draft.sl

77+ VAn act to embody militia for the relief of South
Carclina, and for other purposes," Hening, Statutes at

arEe, Vﬁlu 10 DPs 2224
8. "An ac% for recruiting this state's quota of
troops to serve in the continental arwy,“ Hening, Stat-

utes at Large, Vol. 9, pe 327,

Y9. YAn act for supplying the army with clothes,
privisionu, and waggons," Hening, Statutes at Largg, Vol.
9 go 338,

L

Calendar of Virpginia State Papers, Vol. 1, p.
545, (Fdited by Wme Pe Palmer ﬁ%ﬁ%?”gﬁiﬁbrlty of the

Legislature of Virginia--~preserved in the capltol at
Richmond),
81, This vas a draft order for 38 men issued on

October 5, 1777.
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Colonel Cabell also states that he was forbidden by the
| Goveinor to carry this order cut. Since that time he
had recelved no further inétrustions concerning this
order or additional orders for mantsz
Duringithe next year, Thomas Andeison, who was in
charge of supplies, wrote to the Governor. It a letler
dated August 15, 1781, he states that his first.duty
~ was to collect stray cattle for beef, to be used in the
different yosts of the Army. In order for him %o process
this beef he had employed 16 men exempt from military
duty to drive the cattle, He had'ronmded~up 100 head
of strays which he had branded, but Col. Cabell had
- ordered these 16 men to the field of battle, leaving
him without help. Unless the government was to furnish
him with additional money to hire other men, "the cattle
would be dispersed over the country."®3  Then Thomas
Anderson in concluding his letter to the Governcr states
that there was an abunddnce of wheat and grain in the
countys Thils grain could be sold to the Commanding
General if tho Governor c,’tesiz:*eﬁ-.8)+
~B5. Continental Soldiers," Tyler's Querterly, Vol.

9y Pe 232+ COriginal manuscript found in Virginia State
tdvrary,
83+ VUme F, Palmer, Editor, Calendar of Virginila

States Papers, Vole 24 DPe 333,
8, 1bid.
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By 1781, there were 673 men in Buckingham Coﬁnty
of military age. This age range vas between 18 and 50
yeais. These facts weré given to the~00mmanding General
in a report by Daniel Smith.8% Since the militia from
the.counties were ordered to duty on a rotating plan,
the militia from Buckingham was not mobilized until
January 2, 1781, When this order was disPatche&;‘the
men were to report individually rather than assémbling
in the county and reporting as a group.86

In further developments concerning the milltary, we

find where Thomas Anderson in a letter to Colonel Davis
mentions Yhiring" a negro. Apparently free Negroes were
belng used for the first time rather than slave help. In
the same letter it is also learned that canoes}were tied
together for transporting goods across the various rivers.
LThe heavy work was done by free negroes under the superé
vision of trained white men;87 -In a letter from Roland
Lawson to Governor Nelson there is the suggestion that
the wagons of various farmers in Amelia, Powvhatan, Cumber-

850 TEid., Pa 690

86, "Communicatlon from Thomas Jefferson, esquire,
governor of Virginia to the General Assembly," Hening,
Statutes at Large, Vole 10, p. 573

87. Palmer, Calendar of Virginia State Papers, Vol.
2, Pe 3621
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land, Prince Edward, and Buckingham Counties be msed for
hauling £1our, 58 This was the last mentlon of any mili-
tary operation of any type before the surrender of Corne
vallis at Yorktown. |

During the period of the Revolutionary War, thére
were several domestic issues which were passed by the
House of Burgesses. The first of these was establishing
another ferry aecross the Fluvanna River, This connected
the lands of William Howard in Amherst and Albenmarle
County with the lands of Thomas Anderson in Buckingbam.89
This 1s where the village of Howardsville is presently
located., Other than the streams of Virginia, one of
the most important means of transportation during the
Revolutionary era was the Buckingham Road. This road
connacted Tldewater Virginia with the western frontier.
The road went through Powhatan County by Willis! Creek
and Mountain and on westward to the frontier lands. One
of the most important stop~-overs was near the hamlet
where Curdsville was later established.go

The county line was also changed in 1778 by an act

S idn, p. 506‘
- 89, "An act to establish several new ferries, and

for discontinuing others," Hening, Statutes at Large,

Vol. 9, De 331*‘0
90, "John He Hawkins" by Dre. A. J. Morrison, Iyvler's

uarterly, Vol. 3, p. 22.
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of the Goneral Assembly. This act provided that the
parish of Tillotson ba annexed té Cumberland County.
 This made the dividing line bstween the two counties
run ?arallel with the road leading from Cannon's ferry
to the Cumberland County line.glf Thus the division be-
tween the two countles was more clearly established mak-
ing the boundary line in a more natural positions

It was also during the period of the Revolutionary
War that a rich vein of slate was discovered in the
countys. Although it may have been known at an earlier
date, the vein was worked in 1780 and has been worlked
continually since that times The stone 1s durable and
unfading, of a blulsh-gray color, and it is reported to
be the best roofing slate in the world.?® This was to
become one of the most primary sources of income in the
county.

Five important public officers were elected during
the time of the Revolutlon, Among these was John Bates,
elected Commissioner of Buckingham County on Fovember 17,
9T, Vin act for adding part of the county of Bucke

ingham to the county of Cumberland, and other purposes,"
Hening, Statutes at Large, Vol 94 DPs 559.

92+ Feonomic Data of Buckingham County, Virﬁinia,
Virginia Division of Planning and Economic Development,

November, .1953.
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1780.93 John Bernard was elected sheriff and held this
position from 1781 until 1787.9u The eitizens of Bucking-
ham Ccunty chose Charles Patteson and Thomas Anderson as
their representatives in the State Capitol.?? The last
official, Charles Cameron, was appointed Commissioner
for the district that included Buckingham, Augusta and
Rockbridge Countiea.96
B8ix hundred and two c¢itizens paid taxes on the land
they owned in 1782, The largest acreage listed was 7000
acraes held by Col. Archibald Cary. The smallest acreage
listed was 30 acres held by numeréus citizen3;97 Yost
of the land of the county was claimed, but far from being
settled, During the time of the Revolutionary War and
the period immediately followling, there was a great ten-
dency toward the distribution of the larger tracts of
land, Generally the number of landholders almost bécame
doubled as the acreage for each citizen lessened. For
example, by 1787, Col. Archibald Cary's estate now in-
cluded 3582 acres which was only & little over half the

93. . "Bernard Familg " Yilliam and Mary Quarterly,
Seriss I, Vol. 5, ps 18%.

g9k, Ibid. : . ,
95, "Notes and Querles'--"House of Delegates," Vipre
ginia Magazine of History, Vol: 5, pe 217.
0 9 .17Fa1mer, Calendayr of Virginie State Papers, Vol.
s Do e : :
97. Land Tax Book, Buckingham County, Virginia, 1782-
1787, passim.
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land he'held‘five-years previousl ¢98 Thisnlesséniag of
the acreage'of lénd:was dueito several causes. Cne was
that more people were moving»into.the aréa aﬁd waera
écquiringvland from the owners of the iarger'eséates‘
These owners usually found it necessary to sell portions
. of their land to meet pressing financial obligations.
~In that way they could maintain their own holdings.

By the end of the Revolutlonary War the county was
divided into smaller farms of the one hundred-three hun-
. dred acrevwarlety, Occasional plantations were found
“here and there, usually alongAtherJames River. !Most
all farms contained a large portion of uncleared land,.
The wooded‘area of the Qonnty has always been larger
than the cleared area,

BEstablishing five hundred acres as a dividing line,
one is able to learn that by 1787, there were one hundred
thirty-seven larger than this acreage while there vere
four hundred sixty-five smaller. Since many of these
estates barely surpassed the five hundred acre dividing
line, it can be reasonably stated that smaller farms
predominated in the county., Whether the smaller farm is

morae typieal of the aristocrat who migrated from the

98,  Ibid.



~38~

tidevater area or the yeoman farmer is a question for
debate, It 1s known that the county was évenly divided
botween the Scoteh-Irish in the western and the English
in the eastern section of the county. It is interesting
also to note that most of the carly leaders of the county
weré from the James River region. These men were in-
fluential in politiecal as well as religlous cilreles,

- Further evidence showing how the small farm was
typical of the county may bz obtained from the personal
property tax books of 1782-1787. 1In these tax books,
wvare 1listed the proprietor, the number of free males
ovaer tweonty one, the number of slaves, horses and catitles
In some 1instances, the names of the slaves were glven,

- In 1787, the largest number of slaves was fifty-
eight ovmed by Thomas Andersons These larze numbers of.
slaves were very rare. The usual pattern wags to have
two or three slaves or one famlly of slaves to each
land owners Thirteen per cent of the property swners
who pald thelr taxes owned more than ten slaves, and forty-
nine percent had no slavas at all,9% Thus slavery didn's

seem a pregsing problem since half the properiy owners

99. Porsonal Froperty Ta=z Book, passim,
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had none. Each property owner had an average of ten to
fifteen head of cattle and two or three horses. By 1762,
there wera only twenty-eight riding carriages in the
whole county. One of the most interesting facts found
in the tax bocké is the ratio between horses and slaves.
On the farms that had few horses, there were seldomly
any slaves, while on the larger estates there were usual-
1y a few more slaves than horses. However, disregarding
these two extremes, 1t could be sald there was one slave
for evary horse.

In 1788, two important electlons were held at the
courthouses On March 10, 1788, the two representﬁtiVes
were elected to the Convention of Virginia to discuss
the selection of the President of the United States.

The final vote waszloo
Jos. Cabell 223
C. Patteson 288
De Beel 243
Therefore C, Patteson and D. Beel were olected repre-
sentatives.
 On April 1%, 1788, the people elected two represenw

tatives to the next session of the General Assembly. The

100, Original Manuseript of recording of voting found
in Virginia State Library, Richmond, Virginia.
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final outcome of this election was:101
John Cabell o 3
Joseph Cabell 278
Hickerson Barksdale 1h0

Thomas Anderson 242

Thus, Joseph Cabell and Thomas Anderson were to be the
county's represenfatives. 'aneé hundred thirty—sé?;hw
voted in this election. Presumably, the clerk would
write the name of the voter and mark the "x'" of select-
lon also since they were all in the same siyle handvrit-
ing.

Concerning the acts of the General Assembly it is
noted with interest that on Vay 6; 1782,kan act was pas-
sed.for the establishment of a town at the Courthouse’
in Buckingham. HNinety-six acres was designated to be

"lajid-off" into lots and streets. This tract of land

vas part of a larze tract owned by John Cox. The General

“ Assembly designated the trustees of this land to be:
John Nicholas, Joseph Cabell, Thomas !Miller, Charles
Patteson, and Thomas Anderscn, The land was designated
to be laid out in lots of one~half acre each with con-

venient stroets. The established town was to be known

101. Ibid.
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as Greensville. The trustees were designated to sell
the land for the highest price at a time and place that
was to be designated in the Virginia Gazette. It was
also stated that the purchaser of these lots of one~
half acre must build a dwelling of sixteen feet square.
This dvelling was to be finished for habitation within
five years from the day of sales Nine~tenths of the
money procured from the sale of the 1ots’was to be |
paid to John Cox and one-tenth for the repairs to the
courthouse and for the building of a prison, Four lots

in the center of town was to be reserved for public

use.102

Two other minor points of interest concerned fhe
county during that session of the Genaral‘Assemb1y¢ A
revard wasqestablished for killing wolves. This reward
vas one hundred pounds of tobécco for each wolf killed
under six mos. and two hundred pounds for each wolf over
six mos. old.jfo3 The ﬁrica of corn was established as
being ten shlllings per barrel at that time.lou

102. 7"An act to establish a town at the courthouse
in the county of Buckingham," Hening, Statutes at large,
VQ].Q 11 rc 29Q

Tyierts Quar erl y Vol. 3, p. 216,
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The county had been divided in 1787 into two sections
for the purposes of collecting taxes. This made the '
collection of revenue an easier task since the county

"epovered a wide area and was so sparcely populated.los

There is‘no information of significance from}the<
time of the session of the General Assembly in 1782 une
ti1 the session of 178B8. The ohly information concern-
ing Buckingham County during this time ié fauhd in the
land and personal property tax book. ’

The General Assembly of the November-December, 1788,
Session'asked Joseph Carrington, MayovCarrington, Willian
Canﬁon, Hardin Perkins, Henry Bell, David Bell and James
Couch to examine the natural and artificial obsiructions
to the navigation of the Slate River in Buckingham County.los

Also In thie session, John Cabell, John Mosely, Wil
1iam Perkins, junior, Josias Jones, Willlam Cannon, David
- Couplandy John Johns, David Bell and Joseph Cabell, junior
were selected to bhe trﬁstees of the town of Greensville
in Buckingham Countyw107

Also during this session, an act was passed for

105, Land and Personal Property Tax Records 1787.

106. WAn act for appointing commissioners to examine
Slate River,"” Hening, Statutes at large, Vol. 12, p. 657.

107, "“An act for adding trustees to the town of Green-
sville in the county of Buckingham," Hening, Statutes at
Large, Vol. 12, p. 661. '
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agpoihtmaﬁt of twelve electors to choose a President on
behalf of the Commonwealth of Virginia. The countles of
Albemarle, Amherst, Fluvanna, Spotsylvania, Orange, Cul-
peper, and Buckingham were established as composing of
one distriatglos |

In respéct to the electioh‘cf representatives to
Cbngress, the Commonwealth was divided into tén sections
with one representative each. The counties of Campbell,
Charlotte, Bﬁckingham, Bedford, Prince Edwabd, Franklin,
Henry, Pihtsylvania, and Halifax were aesignated to
compose one district.lcg |

The last act passed.by the General Assembly during
the 1788 sessian_cchcerning thé county was the discon-
tinuing of an established ferry. This said ferry that
was to be discontinued had connected the lands of Joseph
Cabell in Buckingham with the lands of William Cabell

acrogs the Fluvanna Riversllo,

108, "An act for the appointment of electors to choose
a President pursuant to the Constitution of Government
for the United States," Henlng, Statutes at Large, Vol.
12, P» 6#9‘

109+ "An act for the election of representatives
pursuant to the Constitution of Government of the
Uniggg States," Henlng, Statutes at ILarge, Vol. 12,
P » ‘

110, "An act for establishing several new ferries
and discontinulng one formerly established," Hening,

Statutes at LBTEQ, Vola 12, P« 702.
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During the next or the 1789 session, the General
Assembly passed the act on killing wolves stating that

there would be a thres year extension to the present

1aw¢l?’l

The,only other legislation during this session was
an act establishing a ferry across the Fluvanna River.
Th;S-fer$y was to connect the 1a;ds of John Eardy in
Buckingham with the lands of Wilson Cary Nicholas in ‘
Albemarle. The price on the ferry was three pence per
rerson and for each horse was the same.lla

During the year 1790, the first census of the United
States was taken, G, Bernard compiled the listings of
each family in Buckingham County. This first census

shoved the following factsy i3 ,

Free white males 16 and QVGrqlitQOthatotttuﬁnl 274

Free vwhite males, under 16.ﬁtotil¢l§§!!.otl0¢ 1
Total males 2,0ll

Free white femalesq....-.-...‘......b.‘.......Q 685

All other free PErSONSsescessescessiosenossres 115
Total free persons other than males 2,800

111. "An act to receive in part an act entitled 'an
act to increase the reward for killing wolves in certain
counties,’" Hening, St tutes at Large, Vols 13, p. 33.

113. Flrst census Gf the United States, 1790, De-

partment of COmmerce and Labor, Washington, 1908 Ps 9e
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"TOtal freejpersons;,.{fq..‘¢¢s-»i.w;.q.;..;.5,611v

.SlaVGStwtﬁ;-w«c»v--bﬁgaat-;.§1ptntplcq}katﬂohglés'

Complete Population _ =
79,779

An interesting note is the fact that the populatlon
of the county today is only spproximately 12,000, This

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

is clear evidence that the county has always remained
rural and the population increased gradually. Since
that time, there has been a gradual leveling off in
populatione . |
| In the next session of the General Assembly, the
act that established a town of Greensville at the court
house in the county of Buckingham was repealed. This
town did not materialize like they thought it would. |
From this time on, the small settlement around the court
house which Thomas Jefferson had built has been referred
~ to as Buckingham Court House or as jJust Buckingham, Vir-
ginia, 1™ There is a popular belief that the land sur-
rounding the court house was owned by May from whence
the name Maysville was given to the community. There is
T 11K,  TAn act to establish several towns, and for

other purposes," Hening, gStatutes at Large, Vol. 13,
P. 299,




no historical reference of this fact even though one of
the six districts bears this name.

From the very beginning, tobacco was a crop of pri-
mary importance to the citlizens of Buckingham. It was
the primcipél means of 1ife to these farmers. In 1791,
the General Assembly established certsin places for the
inspection of this tobacco. One of these inspection
points was to be on the lands of William Horseley.

This was to be known as Horseley!s Warehouse at the
mouth of Bent Creek in Buckingham County. The pro-
prietors had to build these warehouses at their own

expenses 115

From the time of the Revolutionary War until the
War of 1812, thers was 1little activity in the county
other than the usual customary pattern of life, The
people plodded along in the everyday routine of life.
They began c¢learing more land into farming afeas and
began creating a more progressive mode of life which
typifies the Southland style.

Most of the news of historical nature during this
period between the wars tooks place in the sessions of

the General Assaembly. The acts of 1789, 1790, and 1791

115, "An act for establishing several inspections of
tobacco,” Hening, Statutes at large, Vol. 13, p. 273.
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sessions have been relateds During the session from
October-December 1792, many issues were debated con=-
cerning life in Buckingham County. On October 10, 1792,
an act was passed that established a ferry across the
Fluvanna River from the lands of John Horseley in Buck-
ingham to the land of the sald Horseley across the river,
The toil price for passage by a man was four cents and
for a horse was the samealléy

On the same date, an act was passed for appointing
electors to choose a president and vice-president of
the United States. The Commonwealth of Virginia was
allotted twenty-one districts. Prince Edward, Bucking-
hém, Cumberland and Lunenberg were designated to come
pose one dis&rict.ll?

Ancther_funetion of state and county government that
had. to be organizéd Qas the dividing of the Commonwealth
into Superior Court districts. On October 17, 1792, the
General Assembly established Prince Edward, Buckingham,
Charlotte, Halifax, and Cumberland as one district., The

Superior Court was to be held at Frince Edward Court

116, "An act for establishing several new ferries,"”

Hening, Statutes at. Large, Vol. 13, p. 565.

117. YAn act for appointing electors to choose a
President and vice-president of the Unlited States,"
Hening, Statutes at Large, Vol. 13, p« 536.
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House on the first day of April and on the first day of
September of each year, 18 ‘_..‘i.>4 -

- On ﬁe&embef 16, 1%92, fhe Geﬁeral Assemb1§bpassed
another act establishing a town in Buckingham‘County.
This act stated that ten acres an‘the propert& of Johnj
Hﬁfseley was to be laid off into lots of one-half acre
each with éonVenient streets. This was to comstitute
a town named Dievgludsville. The trustees of this town
~ were designated to be David Bell, John Moseley, Charles
Patteson, William Dieuguid, Willlam Perkins, Philip Du
Val, James Dillard, Charles ﬁbseley; Josias Jones, Henry
Flood, and David Kyle. This éown was the'preﬁeceésor
té ﬁentrCieek in Appomaitox'County'ané at a later time
the plans for this town were dismiséed also, This was
the second town that an act had repealed in Buckingham;
the other had been Greensville ét the Court House,11?

Also during this session, the act on killing wolves

vas to be extended until December 20, 1793, in Bucking-

118, "An act reducing into one, the several acts
concerning the establishment, jurisdiction, and
powers of district courts,! ﬁening, Statutes at Large,
VQ].Q 13, Ps 14‘29. ‘

119. ¥aAn act to establish a town in the county of
?uckingham,“ Hening, Statutes at Largze, Vol. 13, p.

7e
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ham COunty;l20
Plans were also made to establish a ready force or

militia for fighting purposes throughout the state of

Virginia, hrrangements were made for the militia to

be divi&ed into brigades and divisions. The counties

. of Chesterfield, Amelia, Nottoway, Powhatan,'Cumberland;

and Bﬁckiugham, wére designated to furnish men to com-

pose one brigade.lzl

In 1792, the Commonwealth of Virginia was divided
into nineteen districts for the purpose of electing
representatives to Congress. One of these districts was
to be composed of the counties of Prince Edward, Char-
lotte, Buckingham, Cumberland, and Powhatan.lga

There was no further acts of the General Assembly
concerning Buckingham county in the Bighteenth Century.
However, toward the end of the century, a business was
growing which was destined to become one of the princi-
pal resources of the county. This was the manufacturing
of slate roofing. Actually it should not be termed

~ 120, "An act to revive and amend in part an act for
increasing the reward for killing wolves in certain
counties,” Hening, Statutes at Large, Vol. 13, p, 561,
121. '"An act For regulating The militia of this
Commonwealth," Hening, Statutes at Lar Vole 13, p. 341,
122, "An act for arranging the counties of this

commonvwealth into districts to choose representatives %o
Congress," Hening, Statutes at Large, Vol. 13, p. 331.
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"manufacture," but slate goes through several stages
before it becomes roofing quality. Buckingham County
has possessed one of the best slate veins in the world,
In the northern section of the county along'the‘James
River‘regioh lies this slate beds Its cenber is found
 in the New Canton or Arvonia area. Usually the name
Arvonla suffices for the area which is sometimes called
Arvon or Ore Bank, since there is no distinct boundary
betveen these areas. These slate beds had been found
in 1725,123 The earliest known use of slate was for
thé'roof of a chapel at Bradford-on-Aven in England
in the Eightesnth cgntury¢12h
The Slate River which runs into the James near this
localify received 1lts name in 1826 from these slate
beds.125 Slate has been mined in this area continually
since 1ts first discovery. In texture, density, and
In its capacity for the resistence to atmospheric agents,
it cannot be excelled by any similar agent in the

world &126

| iéié . State Land Patents, Book 13, p. 236,
124, OIiver Bowles, Ihe Technology of Slatae, U. S.
Government Printing Office, 1922, p. 20.

125, State Land Patents, Book 13, p. 1k, 15,
126, VWm. B. Rogers, Reprint of Annual Report and

Other Pagers on _the Genealogies of the Virginias, New
Ork, K s Do 79




A micreécopie study of this slate shows a matrix
of minute élternating beds chlefly of fine muscovite.
These beds have & brilliant}aggregate polarizaﬁion,, The
coarser beds, chiefly of quartz, have a faint pelari-
zation, 127
| The prica of slate has not increased in any great

prﬁportian. Fgr example, in 1796, the price of a square
was $15,00 and in 1948, $27.00. However the’worth of
the slate miped»has,increased tremendously. In i796;
only $1,125 worth was mined while today approximately
$500,000 i3 mined in slates Tﬁe county of Buckingham
alone actually produces 3.8 per cent of the uorld's
supply of roofing slate‘las

Other types of minerals have been found in the
county. Copper ores have been prospected in the New
Canton area alsos This copper generally is a fine |
gralned, dark green, eruptive rock which had béen alter-
ed by pressures Crystals of red garnét are not uncommcﬁ
in these\focks‘v This ore is cupriferous pyrite with
gome chalcopyrite in the quartz masses. The ore usually
'“"iﬁ?f"“ﬁﬁ Gilbert WQodi "Agriculture,” Todax and Yester-

ginia, pe 93.

‘day in the Heart of Virg
128, Thomas Nelson Dale, Slate in the United utates,
PP l9h~200.
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conforms, but sometimes may cut across the foliation of

the enclosing eruptive rock.129

In adaition to the mining of slate, lumbering has
boen one of the principal sources of income for many
of the citizens of tha county. Shortly after the time
of the Revolutionary Wery the clearing of the land in
| the county was a principal task, Host of the cltizens
used this wocaffor haating and cooking purposes in‘
addition to amy that might have been used for building.
At first the major problem was the clearing of the land
~ for farming purposes but as time went past; the salling
of thils lumber became a principal interest to the oWners
- The eounty -has always had a higher percentage,cflits
area in woodland, Vhen most of the virgin lumber was
. euty the price of timber was raised due to the great
number of years it takes to grov full size. However,
this problem of not being able to find good lumber has
not become acute until the present date. It was not
many years after the Revelutionary War when the idea of
elearing the wocdlaads for farming changed to clearing
for the value of the lumber,
Most farms throughout the decades have their wood-

- TTViood, Loge citey De 93
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lands falling into four different characteristics, Those

farms are: 1(1) containing timber of mature nature ready

. for the market; (2) avea where all lumber has been cut

leaving behind culls and éripples; (3) young trees which
are growing; but require time before it becomes salable,
and (%) waste land which:includes bushes, eroded areas,
and valueless treéé¢13° Through the decades, the sale
of a wagon load of lumber has been the bread for many
familias. This steady growth of the value of lumber has
increased until 1t is probably the largest single re-
source in the county today. .

Another major factor thai played an important part
in the survival of most of the citizens of the county
was agriculture. Regardless of the type of work that
- any of the citizens did during the colonial or *ante-
bellum® days, some type or feature of their vwork usually
related to the industry of farming, Most of the farmers
or those who tilled the soil, found it more profitable
to develop a varied program of farming. Although from
the boginning tobacco was the chief exponent for monetary
exchange, the farmer did not entirely rely on the raising

of this crop. Usually the farms raised enough to satis-

130e  Wilbur O!'Pyrne, "Forestry,” Today and Yesterday
in the Heart of Virginia, ps 90s
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fy their own needs and some to sell on the market or
trade for the vital suppllies he needed.

Separating the larger farms from the smaller, it is
noted that on the larger farms, the actual work of the
farm was done by the slave or tenant helpers. These
workers usually lived in a small house on the farm and
vorked the crops for the owner. From this scheme gradu~
ally grew the idea of "share cropping." This plan al-
lowed the owmer to farm by sharing the income with the
tenants This waé a later idea that originated from the
slave holding and the tenant farming plan, S5till later
came the renting of land for purposes of farming. There
is no clear division of this plan of farming, but it
can be seen clearly that slave helping began 4o sub-
side shortly after the Revolutlonary War when most of
the slaves in the county were freed. Then the farmers,
not&being able to continue the‘u@keep of their farms,
it upon® the idea of tenant farming. This continued
until the tenant was awarded more freedom by the share
system« Then gradually as time progressed the rental
of farm land became prevolant.

During the era of slave farming, it is clearly un-
derstood that the owner of the farm would direct the

planting and work of the slaves, In areas of Piedmont
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Virginia, the owner and the male members of his family
worked along_with»the slavess This was due primarily
to the small numbers of slaves that were possessed by
each land owner., Then, also, the owner seemed to take
more interest in his farm because not only did he have
to struggle to attain the land, but there was the ever
preseﬁt fact of losing his farm if he did not plant the
-proper things. Since most of the farmers had no wealth
with which to back these farms, they became conscious
ofwbetter ideas and gystems of management.

- The owners of the larger farms usually had better
equipnment, and with the slaves helping them, they were
able to plant a more diversified pattern of crops.
Therefore when disaster came to any one crop, they
were not as hard hit. The women usually managed the
household activities being ably assisted b§ some of the
vomen slavese. There were times also when they would
"piteh in" and help with the outside chores when their
assistanece was needed. Even though the large farm owner
had the advantages of good land, there was still the
‘tendency to lose money in farming for a living, neces-
sitating the sale of the more backward areas of the farm

to provide money for the development of the actual farme

ing area.



~56-

On the smaller farms, there was usually the absence
of slaves which naturally caused the burden of the farm
to fall on the owner. The usual custom in this case was
to have a sysiam of hired helpers or the tenant farmers.
The smallex'farm variety is one that is more typical
‘tbrcughcut the history of Buckinghém County. It was
on these farms that the owner "tended" most of the
crops and directed most of the activity on it. The
ihcome of the family depended 6n this activity sd it
was extremely important that the small farmer used
sound judgment in his work. . |
. Harvest time was always a soclal festival on the
farm. Corn husking parties were the social highlights
of the year. Tobacco tying was another means for :
soclal ealling. Usually the farmers would do their
visiting in the late fall due to the heavy work which
fell in the spring and sunmer. The women found their |
soclal life surroundeﬁ by quilting parties and sewing
get-togethers. These were usually held throughout the
year. Not only was this lidea of friendship culminated
with work in a soclal manner, but whenever a crop needed
harvesting or was wasting, then maﬁyﬁfarmers helped in
a co-operabtive spirit., It was this spiritAthat made
the farmer not only the backbone of Buckingham County,
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Virginia, but throughout ‘Americas |
In all farm way of life, there was one thing that

was typical throughout the time, This was self sub-
sistences The farmers were able to survive almost en-
tirely on their work. Their erops provided. them with
food; except seasonings which.were purchased at the local
trading center usually in exchange for some farm grown
product. Money was 1ittle known £0‘the'farmer‘ His'pro-
ducts vere the chief means of trades waever, he worked
steadlly and earnéstly toward a better means of living
which by gradual growth he attained in the field of
agriculture, 3t |

' In the present village of New Canton was establishe
ed a post office on Jamuary 1, 1802 with Benjamin Pol-
lard as postmaster. This name was derived from the name
6f the Cannon family and hence was on the land of Wile-
liam;lB2 |
Mbét of the men vho soﬁght higher education had
gone to the College of William and Mary until the estab-
lishment of Hampden-Sydney Céllege in closer proximity

~i31. Facts on farming came from general knowledge
in addition to facts procured from the tax records of

the county.

132. "Genealogy," Virginia Mapazine of History, Vol.
10, p. 100.
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to the people of the county. Due to this short distance,
many young men turned to this newly established college
for their education. One of the early trustees of Hampden-
- Bydney was a citizen of Buckingham Countys IHe was the
Honorable William H, Cabell of "Montevideo" of the class

of 1789 who served as trustee from*1809 until 1830.133

Other than these two items, there were no further
‘écts or newsworthy notations cehcerning the county from
the turn of the Nineteenth Century until the War of
1812,

As in most other aveas, this war was unpopular in
Buckingham Countys It arouséd very 1little enthuslasm
and was termed needless and silly by many citizens.
These people were much more interested in continuing
their yatﬁérn of 1ife and enjoying their short lived
freedom of democracy. The French and Indian Wars had
prepared officers for the Revolutlonary wér; But by the
time of the Var 6£ 1812, these officers were too old and
the men of the Revolution were too old for active com-
bat, Many of the young men of Buckingham became soldlers
via various means duriﬁg the War of 1812, The majority

of these, who marched without rations for three days,

133, "Trustees of Hampdeﬁ~31ﬁney College,™ Yirginia
Magazine of History, Vol 6, pe 181. ?




=50

left New Canton August 5, 181%. This 1ist inciudes:13u

James West

John Napper

James Hacket
William Riow

John Richolson
John Fours .
William Hill
Rdmand Baird

Ben Griffith

John K. Moss

Caleb Hines
William Wooldridge
Henry 8. Burton
Rat Burton

Thomas Huddlestone
3tephen Stinson
John Mason
Stephen Martin
Stephen Mattox
Charles Lesieur
Shadrich Kedd
Danlel Guerrant.
John R, MeBElligott
Walt Re Gilbert

After the War of 1812, 1life resumed its normal
course throughout the countys The village of Curds-
ville i1s mentioned as ecarly as 1810 inreference to the
Episcopal.Chnrch which was located there. This vil-
lage grev to a population of approximaltely three hun-

’dred peoples Through here ran the old road connecting
Richmond with Lynchburg, Roancke, and the western areas

of the state. This was the~predecessor to the present

135, "Some Buckingham Soldiers in the Var of 18126§
*

William and Mary Quarterly, Series II, Vol. 10, pp. 1
169.



day Routes 60 ama'héo; roads which connect the eastern
area with the western area of the State. An old road
running east of the Blue Ridge Mountains intersected
this road at Curdsville. Today this is Route 15. Dur-
ing “ante~bellum" era these country roads were very
perilous. The following is an account of an attorney
%ravélling over these roads near Gurdsville:135

UFrom Naysvillel36'thavrpad'was as bad as I had
ever.seen it. The road was a puddle into which I To-
1ﬁctantiy penetrated, Nine hours later, I was glad
to disengage myself from my muddy vehicle and rest
my horse and self. I will walt until tomorrow to
continue my 30urne?'tc Hempden-Sydney."

This distance of apprﬁximataly only thirty miles
is typleal Qflﬁhe roads of the country areas These
éréadfui roads causing frequent'stopnovers, made the
small village of Curdsville véry profitable, Here in
this hamlét was located a Masonlc Temple, a tobacco
ﬁarehouse, several mechanics? shops, a small tavern,

the Curdsville Mlll and a tavern house;137

135« Shepherd, loc. cit., Today and Yestorday in the

Heart of Virginia, ps 200,
136+ The name given to the Buckingham Court House

community as clted before.
137« Shepherd, loc. clit., ps 200,
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The progress of Curdsville "fell by the boards"
“when the road was changed and progress allowed more speed
in tranéportatian, Thus Curdsville never materialized
as had previous towns. The county has always remained
rural with only one incorporated town today. This is
the'tbwn of Dillwyn named for its first postmaster Dil-
luyn Smith, It received 1ts position as a town in
- 1895 since it was named white Hall after the last name
of two of its praminent eitizenss Thus although
 there havé been plans for towns, other than Dillwyn,
none have materialized within the coﬂnty.

One of the early private’schools wags found in 1820
in the Red Oak area near Whlspering Creek on the property
of Peter Stratton. FHowever, this was not the only priv-
ate school in this area., In 1831, a group of local
men decided to establish a female school. These men
woere chiefly interested in the mental condltion of
the girlse. They seledted & site on the Hew Canton

"Road near Alpha. TFunds wers gathered by selling stock
and a small contribution from the Methodist Church of

| Virginia. The name Buckinghaﬁ Institute was given to
the school. The school consisted of a brick structure
one hundred eighty feot long and thirty-six feet wide
and contained fifty-two rooms. A house for the presie



dent was buillt on one side of the main building while
one the other were erected smoke hcumos§ stables and
quarters for the slaves.138 Leroy M. Lee was appointed
master for the institute.139 The schoo1 is said to have
housed eighty students but local tradition calls for
the largest enrollment to be a figure of two hundred
fiftys Students came from all over Virginia as well
as from out-of-state., By the end of thé War between
the States, all instruction at this institution had
eeasedalho |

Another interesting factor was the rressing need
for education by the citizens of the county, HNumerous
libraries afforded reading matter for the farm citi-
zens. Thae farmers displayed a wide knowledge of rcading.
This education is evident by many of thelr slaves
having Roman names, such as Octavivs, in the early days
of the countyglhl

The county possessed a resort for leisure time,
’This was Buckingham Sulphur Spring where dancing,

gambling, and other forms of amvsement tock place. This

138,  Ibild.
139, Minutes, Virginia Methodist Conference, Feb. 2,

1838,
140, Shepherd, loc. cit., ppa 200-202,
141, Ibid., ps 208,
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resort was considered & Very’féshianabié piace; and ac-
counts of the dress of female participants'recei?ed,as |
mich deseription as in metropolitan areé3¢ ‘Aniirritate&"
Methodist minister, in 1850, commenting cn the danciﬁg

at Euckingham Springs saidy
“If as mich energy were used in Buckingham in prayer
as in dancing, it would be a ecitadel of saints, Wher-
- ever I went there were fiddles going and houses‘rﬁcking
and on the tables lay dusty Bibles;”lhz -
The center of life in the eounty still revolved
around 1ife in the village at the court house.

Buckingham Courit House was a village of ime-
portance,s lnasmuch as 1t was the county seat
where Rolfe Eldridge, Jrs, presided over the
county archives, then housed in the old court-
house designed by Thomas Jefferson after the

- BErchtheum, Besides the counby jail, 1t con-
tained about 50 dwelling houses, a Iree

- church, a Presbyterian Chureh, a female a-
cademy under the direction of Mr. Fairchild,
two elementary boys' scheols, a high school
under the direction of J« G« 8¢ Boyd, prineipal,
% mercantile stores, an apothecaries shop, three
taverns, a tanner, & silversmith, & milliner
and man%na maker, 2 wagon makers, 2 cablnet
makers, and a miller. The three taverns had
whiskies, wines and cider on taps Cider and
two grades of wine were made locallyé apple
and peach brandy were distilled in the county
on a falrly large scale, and a lovw grade of

- beer was made on the plantations for privats
use as well as to supply the demand of Buck-
ingham taverns for cheap alebholie drinks,"1l3

ﬁa. Ibid.s pe 203,
143, 23?%.: p. 20%.
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Life was not entirely confined to the nall keg warme
ers in the towns, but was lived on the farms. The fol- |
lowing is a letter written by an overseer of a Buckinge
ham planter writing to the absent owner reporting the

condition of his property. It reads:
NMerrey Oaks Dec b 1829

Dear Sir, I now set down to rite you a full
accot of the worke of the Farme since you left
wvhich I did not do until now as I could not
get the time from my worke to tell you as Full
ag you wonted what had bin don. I had fall

on the lce Pon laste weak which trobled my arm
gso I couln rite and you will plez to excuse
any Erreors nov as I am still stlff in the Arm
and it is a burdene to rite kreckly, This is
my reasin for any Prrers. The fore colts is
well and I am breakinge two of them to the
wagon which they does very well as you coul
wonts They're mothers do well and I bred

them last weak to Mr, Patisons horesess The
sheep are well excep the shrop ran has a sgoar
on his lepg the leff which I am curing with
bezvax and taller and he do wells The Parstur
is good now until this late for which I am
thankful as it heps keep down the eating in
the Sheds. I sole fore cows to henerson six
calves and certifyfied the Amt to yore Lady.
The negeroes is all well and there is three
new bables two boys thank god two of them sald
to be mine but I doan no as to that poynt.
There is not been much sickenesse amonge the
negeroes up until this time this weak wehn
some coles started and I give our hoarhounde
and rum and had it sean toe that thar closs
was 1n Propir Shape and no Teers. All the
Fyerwood is under the Shids at laste it took
a long time fore that thls weak we are ready
to Carrie off sbout ate thousan pound of Tobac-
¢o which is gll good well will hawl it to Cairy
as soon as the roads 18 dry some. Yore Lady
has riten you full about everythin as she tole
me about all the Money took in as I seen no
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reasin to repite hear what she has keped accot
of as you wished to releve me of the trouble
about Money. Yore Case in Cote has gone
Agaynst you and you had to pay the Fyne of
$27,15 which I did you are well off of that as
the Man wonted to meke moar trouble although
he is my own Blood i must say he akted like a
Deyvle in this Cayse, and I have nothing good
to say for hims, And so now I have tole all
I know there is some detaylas too small to
rite, but you will here them all when you you
come back which I hope is soon. With high
- respects and love 1 am your servent. _
' The negroes all send love and say hurry
back from Chattynooga,"l’

During the Ninettenth Century many homes were
built which became the ideal aristocratic homes of Pied-
mont Viréinia¢ Some of thésg flourishing homes were:

heatland, bullt by Arthur Mosely in 17903 Selma, built
by Charles Irving in 1780, and Mt, Pleasant, built in
1799 by Davld Patteson.  The name of the battle Saratoga
in the Revolutionary War was given to the home of James
T. Hubbard in 1805. PFerry Hill was another famous name
given to a home in Buckingham, This home was owned by
Col. Thomas M, Bondurant and the name came from Ad-
.miral Ferry’s victory on Lake Erie in the War of 1812,
New Store has been the home for mahy as well as the
historical setting for many events., It was the home

of Peter Francisco. Later it was the birthplace for
Philip MeKinney who wvas elacted Governor of Virginia
in 1892, ﬁh was the only Governor who caﬁa from Buck-

1T, 1bid.



inghai County. New Store, now a deserted village, vas
the scene for the last camp of General Robert E. Lee
the night before Appomattox, Clifton, the old home near
Shepherds was the place which housed General Grant. the
night before'Appbmattsx.~ These two war weary armies
Qere camped only five mlles apart. Chellowee was a
plantafion home that was owned by Colonel John Bol-
ling; The plantation was patented as early as 17%8.
This plantation commanded one of the best views of
S Willist wbuntain to be had in the county. These are
a few of the old colonial and southern style homes,
many of which are intact‘today«lhs
Some of the oldest churches in Pieﬁmont Virginia
are in Buckingham County. It has been pointed out that
Tillotson Parish was the Episcopal parish for Bucking-
ham County. Little information of value is known about
~ this paﬁish. There wera, according to Bishop Meade of
the Eplscopal Church, two churches in the Court House
‘an& the other was Ste Pebters near Curdsville which was

consecrated July 22, 1832‘1u6 _

145, Joseph Barrye Wall, "0ld Homes of Bueckingham,"

Today and Yesterday in the Heart of Virginia, ppe 272-
285, reprinted in %ook form from the Farmville Herald.

146, Mr. J. Luckin Buggy "Episcopal Churches," To-
day and Yesterday in the Heart of Virginia, p. 365,
reprinted in book form from the rarmville Herald.,
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There 1s 1ittle if any information available on
the Presbyterian churches of Buckingham County. Al
though there were influential Presbyterians in the
county, they never gained the prominence of the Baptists
or Mothodists., The Baptists played an important role in
the carrying of religious ideals throughout the county.
Little definite information can be attalned concerning
the individual churches, The Methodists at first did
not play a large part in the religious scope, later
developed with great revision. In 1801, Buckingham
County reported 470 Mothodist members in spite of .
violent antagonism. 'Bethel Chnfch in Buckingham vas
founded in 1833 but before this time it was a camp
ground for eircuit riders including Bishop Francis
Asbury, Recky Mount church has had preaching appoint-
ments since 1788 when Joseph Dawson was appointed.

Salem Church is also an old church.lh?

Thus, we have seen our way of life begin, develop
into the society of a plaln everyday way of life that
vas tYpically Southern. These people uncovered their
g0il, cleared their fields, planted their crops and
Aprayed‘for help from Almighty God that they would sur;

‘ 167, HdraéevEg Cromer ’"Mbthodist,Churches,“,Todaz
and Yesterday in the Heart of Virginia, pe 363, reprint-
ed in book form irom the Farmville Herald, :




w68

vive on that red c¢lay soll of the countys The people
vorked hard, seldom enjoying pleasures, bul were duly
revarded for thelr toil., For 'they,es‘cablished what was
to them a truly important blessing~~HOME, Buckingham
County, Virginia.
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APPENDIX A
LAND CLASS LEGEND

CLASS I-~Land not in farms and usually not adapted or
avallable for agricultural use--no bullding imprnvements
and is held primarily for forest purposes.

CLASS II--Farms which do not and cannot normally provide
a reasonable minimum 1iving standard in their present

state of development.

CLASS iII~~Farm propertieé in this class are considered
Vté be normslly capable of providing a reasonable minimunm
standard of living from farm earnings--aboult on the level
of the state avarageuécleared and well operated for sub-

slstence crops.

CLASS IV-~The farms are larger, the bulldings are better,
and normal income available to owners is larger. They

are good substantial, above average properties.

CLASS V--~These properties typify successively higher
income opportunity--better-than-average farms--larger
“and on the average probably better operated and building

improvements are better too,.
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APPENDIX B

A 1ist of the tithables taken by John Bernard for

the year 17739

(listed in the ordér in which they were

taken with the number in each househeld)

John B@rnardgiytoauddla

Richard Fordeesasssss
John Fleedesescsessee
Robert Burtcn.‘..'...
Thomas Mbp.~.....¢...
William YODessasensese
James MODesevesessnss
John Bernardy Jressee
Robert Bernardiassses
Samuel SoutherNessess
toses Kidderessssvses
Samiel Kiddeeasssonse
John QuallSsesssseses
James Kiddseesersecas
Benjamin Kiddessessse
William BasleYeecsses
Isaac Berrymalsssesse
Peter ChastaiNesseses
Villiam Manninsesesss

| N = ™ Ry S e AP Y FUR \nf!d’ R S

Tsaac Bryantesscsacsssvcee 2
John SCrUZEScesessscansnce 7

Nicholas MorriS.secessssss 5

Jahn Palﬂnr.a...-.-...-.-. I

James Palmor..........«... 2

John Palmory Jreessesessss L
Villiam WilkersSONssssessss 3
Jobn ToneYessessvesssecans I
Danlel Taylorsevessanceses 2
'Majnr WilkorsoNisssssesses 1
John Snoddyesssciesessssss 3
John Hobson...*...a..§..;. 5
John Bushc¢‘o..cs...;..o..21
Thomas SCrUgZSecesseonssan 2
Champney DaviSsseswesscnes 1
Thomas MeCormack DaviSiees 1
George HardiwlcKesessssnsa 2
Willlam AndersOfececessses O

Henry Anderstnesssvssscesns h
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Nathaniel AndersoNseceses
Joseph JenkinSeseseaesie
John JenkinSeesesssssses
Elias JoneSssssssssscess
Mathew Davis‘...e......s
Mrs. ANn DaviSesssessses
Martain BynioNesssosnsns
Francls GilleYesssssoens
Danlel PerroNscesssessces
Charles PerroNecescsssss
William SalleYasseessass
Moses SalleYessessecsens
Blmore Walkeleecsssssssss
John HariSeseesssscesces
Willlam ﬂcg1a§9n¢-¢.....
Reubin Jordaneeccessesses

- Peter Te Trentessscocnss

H OOW Wl W W R R 0 N O\ N R R R R

Hugh MeCOrTAcKs evsossnes
William Salley; JdTeseses
William Smithasecscscses 3
Wme Hunt AlloNesessssses 9

ot

George Hunt AlloNessssenl?
Mrs. Elizabeth Allen§Qbo 3

Fdward GibsONesssessssoe 5

Rane ChastaiNeseescsessane

Gregory MattheusSesessecese 7
Henry Bolleessesessosssses 1
Mathlas AyreSescscsssscees 5
Joseph AdCOCKsssavesvossss I
George AdCOCKsssseosossnse 3
Anderson AdcOCKeseseosesse 2
John AdcOCKessessssasssess 3
Jogseph Adcocky JTeeetocses L
Judith Bellesesesessecsena2l
Henry Bellissesescssssesss O
John CarmeTessensessesssss 1
Archer ChristalNesesssscse

Seth CasONeessssssssssssns

Rane Chastain, dlaseassnss

NN E W e

Isaac ChastaifNececsoevsses
William Carnelessesssssess 2
Joseph CarteXesscessvessse 2
Robert CarYesessessssssesesl’
William DurkiNeeessevesses 1
Pater DOrlGecessssssvsssen 3
Peter Guarrantsesecscscsess 3
John GibsSONssssssssscscses 2

John JOH&S.duoc.uoonoucubol@
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Samul L@SUX‘Gt:.oOiwouw-qo ‘

......
..........
............
.............
............

.........

AAAAAAAAAA

John Wever....a..,-..q‘.‘

Charles Uheler. sesssnssen

............
..........
..........

Cole Dolphin Ii_z"‘erq.‘.“c‘.‘o‘.‘_.
Francis MosleYeiessesesess
Rolfe Eldridgee. seesssene

Robert Huddleston. eresses

Thomas Stephenssesesseess
Thomas Mathews essesnersns

Charles Pattesonsesssssse

Wrme Ke Neakland.uu..n .

........

JQhD: Far_’guson. sessescsses

Moses Far BUSONsssssessess

2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
v 1

S R Y Y T na'ro < D O O

Vim. Farguson_. seestrenEB S
Edward Fargusoesseeseess

Charles Layn,'.,.ﬂ LI EXEY

Thomas Dope nessssnssensey

John Birks. ®essssreesense

William Williamson ey
Mark DD}). *essee "n"o_oﬁéto.t‘nvj}

James DOPsseesencsssecnas’

Bdward DOPesssscessasnses
John Protchardecessscecss
Randolph Wrighteesesesees
Jobhn PattesoOnesesececssss
William JenningSeeesecese
James Mﬁtth@WS.{gqggq;ng
Bartholomew Zachal'Vessess
James Pattes@q(,tg{,qQ{gg
Isaac StapleScesecescscas
Richard Northesessessssss
Adrian Anglincsesececsses
Mace Froelandeeceecssssses
Robert Freelandessececess
RObert Kylesseesesssasens

W Bradl_y_.‘, sSssscsssnsens
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‘ThCSw Thurpiﬁo,.cnnv-..-c¢

Jﬁhﬂ B?Oth@fﬁ;toto'cgacyoo
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,Ben w1ttdil§¢00'ioobttvat;
ThOS& Stillattoononﬁqgunoo

.......

‘wm? StillaQ¢btotpyngoniﬁat
'WM(.phel§30§ﬂtdovaivi¢nit.

‘Jchn Pﬁﬂdletﬂﬂaﬁoaonilt!io

........

,,,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,

...............

(((((

'R;Qhﬂfé Tayler.........-‘p
Wm. Duiguid...e.;.chﬁpsu.
_Ann Dulguidesanssssnnscascs

450$eph Brady.ﬁ;..n.o......

Wnme BradelloQibotbtoodoot

Jamas Hundby.i‘oc.dJ0ﬁtoon

L R SR VRN OO

...........

- John P&ttﬁSOﬂ.eooo;-o.w~c
- Samuel Colemana.i..;-.;.s

Thomas wright;.....a-...‘

,,,,,,,,

Wm‘ Hayq(gcdcbbottéuonooo

Aleck umlth0000§.0000000¢

Ed‘]ard Iiarmanoitoatqoooﬁo

}F“,!u 4?.;4 R

S SRS -*’»5“ R T I S

John Hundby..-..-oy-....-

Jcel walkiﬂS.tu-aqcuraooo

.....

&Wu@l Stapleocc....¢.‘..

Alexander Lon....-.......

e e R T T T L o S T T T = da

Hilliam;walker*.....,....
Coi;lJﬁééph_Cabell.ag¢4.gl7
Col. Hartwell CockeSeaseslO
John Nichelas............BS
Antony Agee......;....... 2

Mﬁthew AgCCesenvavsensnss L

IS&&C Agee..a-;-o.¢o.u.-. 1

AﬂtOﬂY Agee, Jleseesseses 1

John HammoONeeeasssonssses 3



. John Shoenakorsvesssessese
C William Burt0n€iiéditii¥in
John Br&mmer;;;yfcﬁg;axai.

John Brammery Jresevssesvs

.. James Brammelsedessesssesss L
-L

John ChastaiBWff¢i&iifiii.
Y‘Rane‘Chast&ini£§giiwiffiib

,,ﬁtGPhGQ Cartelsveecsassves

Samuel Jordansesessesssssel3

,Wm, BiniDHidiiiﬁdiiiiiﬁiﬁq 6‘

~ Banjamin Cottrel.sesseeres

- Samuel HamilioNeseseessese

Morris HamiltoNewesewsees

~ James GODasssnanswessssredes 6v‘
,_BEﬁjﬁ&iﬂ{Gﬁpt&it#&iwiidnia 1
Antony Murrygwsy¢¢e.xv¢¢;¢lk

. thﬂ Dﬂuglaﬁa saesan s ene e

James DouglaSsswaensssasss

1

2

1

N

7

Majj_BenjaMin‘HDW&T&%((#&.QS

. Raﬂdalph‘Jfo@TSQﬂ(diiii{tl3

~ Hardin Pérkins.a;wyae.ayw¢ 9 ;

‘Reubin Jordalesssesseseees
John CObbafﬁ-divqiiyﬁniidh

Henry Whit301foii{ffiﬁiad-

6
2
2

- John Kiddesweesssssesessse

Bdward KerseYessssssrvevs

CWilliam Holtesewevaovwoass

James SCIUESJesessssovoey

John Cabellisseneasesasse

’Da?i& ?ﬂttﬁSOﬁi{ii#iiii;t

Willlam Jonesdsssesassses

James Pamplindevessnceces

ThOmaS Thﬁrnhill§f§&(dniv

Gaorge BurkeS dssesessees
Thomas Wrightieseecasscscns
Solomon Hancock;;;;;;;.{;
David Burnetesssessesssse
Henry DaviSseeeseseessces
James DonaldSesvesssassss
HughiScotts.Ai‘;-;gie.»;;
John Mﬂ?qodni&i&{iiiio-dt
John Whitesssssssseeseone
Ralph FlowerSsesessssvess
Andren FlowerSssecesecesss
Thomas Hancockssseesvoses

Robort HughesSsedeieesssseas

TR O

L
8

‘Richard}James;g;;;;s;.44;11
9

- Charles PattesoNevessveas
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» Mallory JohNS esasesosnsnsa-
o William StatiNesssessssses:
- -Richard -Balleyeesssvsssese

. .Reubin Staton«............;
o+ John ataton¢.~......¢.,...;

. ‘Thena . D&meren.q.-;tﬂo....‘<

- .George Sta%on*......¢.¢~¢*

. William Geff.t............f
-<w5lliam QU senenessscins
. Mary Robertsolicessssscsass .
c.James . BemninSesesssessssse .

. Archelus Hansard...‘c...‘yn

. .Leonard BallOUdsssssnsesce
. William Anglin......-‘...‘
. Isiah BurtoNecessassescoser
. Robert EVanSessssessnssnsse

- NHathaniel BurtOlescsessses

- William CreaseYesesssveons

- William PerkinSesesesesaes
- William Perkingy Jreceeses
- James Smitheesessoissseses
. Buchanan Kitchenseassesses
~.Danlel VWeavereesvasscvsssss

Thomas PabtesONeesssascons

1
2
1
1
2
ki
1
2
L
1
6
1
X
2
6
1.
6
7
L
Ly
1.
1
1
7

Valintine MayO.eeeesssses
. Wne ChamberSeesessessssss
- -Robert BlakeVesssessrssse
James Burnetfesecssesenrse
--Francis We Spencelssesens

‘Francls SheltOliseesssases
',James-chl.g....ﬁo.p'».;.

nJQhﬂgH&ﬂSfﬁqunﬁdittccdb!

. JOhn,TQ??Y&&...‘&.OQ}.&..
- Edward Jenkin3¢.¢-.....g-
,Thamas Murreleseesssssnss

‘DBVid‘B&ndﬂrantpobcocqocu

»John;Bun&urant, Jlesesons

JOhn Whﬂ”as ?illiQMObtoho

Samuel Spencerssssescssss
David,Pryer.“¢..‘f.¢dss.
Anthﬁﬂy Dih@l.;oqvqg..uﬁc

Th@m&s-Garratt‘.o»;g.....

John DurhaMesesoccnsosses

Tbﬁmﬂs'Thﬂma3¢ép.qoo-d-9-

RiCh&Td SharPesssssssnens

RebertVJQnes...-.....¢...

H W 0 OH MMM R U WO N H D E RN RGN NN D

TOSGPh*GlOV@?..gb;péoopoo

John Glover..‘..-.--.w.u.'8
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. Willlam Bryantsssssesssene 1

,,,,,,,,,,,

- Wm, Hcyobitiibppyyjpﬁ}pypglo

- John Booker Hﬁyppyppp,papplg

‘‘‘‘‘

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

Ea ik R L L

‘Richard Rippley,;;,;;;,,,. 3 ‘

9Thbma5,Blakycojp)ﬁggﬁpgp)pll
Vwm, Bab@rthcdtqt{{{t({ﬁg(i
John Bundurant, STscssssss

~ Edward MaXeVsesesesssessve

Selvanus MapCesesesssssens
Samgsbn MﬁXBY¢o¢q§q-ys1ysq
James Mereditheessesssesss
. Jamas Honline.g.,,.gg,g,.,
Richard North Cuttesssaces

William Caniday. sonineseen

Simon HUASONessssossssevae

Benjamin Tindalessesseesss

John Benﬂing srsssnsessirnn

Nathaniel Maxﬁyp’mtﬁpfvyyg

.Edward DavisoNesscesessscces

O N R e W R R W W

James Agee; STuseesssesvss
James FOTd;i;yppwgpypoy§,p
Janes Ford, Jresessscecess
Boaz Eordbto?upy»}0v'(p¢pp
Nathan Ayers..q..*...,,y.,
George Ingloesssssessssces

Samuel Webbq{qygqq{(quqyﬁ
John Véstiniitinﬂatﬁ{vtf{n

Darby Bundurant,,,,,,,.,‘,

NI R R R D s R e e

Thomas CObbguuﬁgmwyatpgéﬁy

Zachariah Ellet (constable)..

, William Gata&.).,..,.’. sasess e l“

.......

BOberﬁ Smithe IR A R AR R Y 1
James Coucheses AR L PR

Capt. Joseph.Benning,t.,@Q

Yme Smi tho L R R )

LI S N

Jeremliah X;Ihitney. venasane +11
Richard Bundurant,qgg.gg‘. 1
Edmund DaViSan1!qqlqnnqqc 1

John COUCh.-.diwt&n.yqqtqc 5
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Davlid RakoSesssesssnassanes
William RakoSeessceosssvson
Stephen Garrattessesescsses

Charles GateSceesssscrvocse

Mathias ObrioNecsescossosas-

Joseph Thomas WilklsoONsasae
Joshua TayloYessséesscossss
John BacocKkeesseisnssssosses
Henry ThOomaSeessssscssssnse
Henry Barkelescesesessscsnss
Archelus AustiNiecssersscose

Thesdrick Wﬁbbu.bohéa.a;icoll

George Polmelessesoassssssss
Charles Garratieesssccesses
Charles DavisONessesosssscs
Farrel McFadeeNessseesssens
Josiah JoneSseesesssasssenes
Thomas SanderSeecessssssasss
John Glover, JTescassscsssss

Joal Bunderantsssessessosss

John MoYessssssnsonvisensoe

Wne RayleYseeseeesnsssscsss
James ThOE&Swogii.»tddtndon

Tucker WoodSONssesesssvoanee

o R L B S T I £ I s T S = S R « . X

Wme Webbtqontotoccoooauoqo
Charles Tﬁneycu‘-vﬁto-ttoo

Wite MOPTiCavesennsnsvasense

John Shoemakar..¢...¢.«q..

Yime S0ULheINessecssvenases.

John Fearn.‘...;.a.......ﬁ
Henry Smithesesesssssnnecs
Thomas FearNeecssesnsssssss
William Kiddeeesesssosanss

John BatBSiOCQDQOl‘Qlitoto

Samuel PayYl0leeessssononss.

Samuel Taylory Jlessecsess
Shadrack WoodsONesssnsssee
Willlam Wo0dSONessssssvens
James Cunninghamecseresece
VWilliam SCrUgESessesesssss
James BrOoWNessecsscascasss
Archer RenoldSecssesecoanes
Melton Burfordescesssenses
Morris LonghOrNsseccsscccne
Thomas Burfordeecesssescses
Richard BlankSesessesassse
Danlel JoneSeecsvessesoene

Jehn BosticKkeeoaosnsovsnne

1
3
1
3
2
8
2
1
1
9
6
3
"
3
2
6
2
2
1
9
1
5
5
L
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John DaYassssesssosvnavecce.

James PalmePecscsscssovene.

Jape JONNSsssvessossssnssa

Nizon Palmelesesinesssvens.
Benjamin HodgeSeesssssoane:
William Johns, Jresescsssse-
John BoutOnNesessesivesinae:
Thomas GOdSeYassseessseesra-
John LeCessssensrssvsassne:
Young LeGesssssssnveicenes
Richard LoGesssssassssnsos:
Daniel Sanders..~s¢¢a.;..a-
Sheerwood McCormackescssves:
David MbCormack.ﬁc,..aua'¢v
Caleb HineSeesssssvesvense
John JenningSeesssssessses:
Peter AtkinSsesssesscssses:
John Hillardsesssvsonsosss.
Richard Cornwellesesesssns.
Abraham Danlelssssessessne-
Janes Dialiibtitatﬁitibtoi;
John MeCormacksesvessessse
John Walkerasssevssessesssns

John AlleNescsssescessssos.

S T R T = T L o WO S S O VR CRNE ¥ I SR PR

Vme Taney.sc.¢.¢;su»¢:ae,;

James Mop, Sreessssssaveuss

Willlam CannoNesessssssowsl?
Servis DaYsessecosvvnsonis:
Joseph StinsoNsessscevveinn:
James LdeNSessssvessnnssos
Nehemiah We Shanecsesscsss
Richard MackashanGssesssss:
Richard PasloVesssessoness-
Richard Tayloressesssssees:
Richard Robertsonesssssess-
Robert Pricketscecevesscas:
Thomas PhelpSeesescsasssos-
Evan Lecessesovessiveesrons-
Wme Hensleeeessssonvasoioy:
John Cummingorsissscecssss:
Zachariah Hensloceseinssee:
Sarah Prjer..q..aes.a;aa.-~
James SoutherNesscessssses
Joseph PaynCeessvcssscccss:
William Marting STesseesss:
John Ganﬁaway,VJr.iea.».s.-

J&QOb‘MaddOXbQSOQGlaiaii't=

2
A

John CannONesesssossssseseld
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William BuxtOllessssesvaves
_Ayers Hodnettseveeersnnees
. Tohn Peaky Jresenssssssses

. -¥illiam Voodallessséassens
| David Woodalleessessessses

o oW W

.aAnthy.Winston.v-;@.»..‘¢,3k

. John. MoseleYessssecovsnsne

nCharles,Mbseleyc.gg.a¢.¢w.

,
L

. Samuel GlOVeTrsssssssseesesl?
William Wattesseenssnvsenell

,Edward‘Pryer;¢¢»q;.f.¢sgcg
 William Gregor¥essseeenses
. Jeffery PeAkesseeesssvencs
AWilliam.Rcseberry...oec»..
William MaddoXesseassvsess
CWilliam Pryeresscesssenens
. James WOodall‘g‘......¢.¢s
- Anderson JenningSsesescons
. Hehemigh Evittesecesscccss

. Thomas EVittessvnsssressice

.‘William"Peak.qn-‘.go.,»-.r

4 Thcmas,WOodo»¢;..y¢¢...¢-¢
~ Robert Sand8r8,~33qu'ogdc

Danlel SanderSsesscsscssss

e I S R I S R R T - S '

thn‘ngkerg,g.....-....'.
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These are the tithables of Buckingham County, Vir-
ginia of 1773. They are listed identically in the same
ordery although some are repeated or spelled wrong. They
are found'in the oripginal handwritten manuscript in the
Virginia State Library in Richmond. The name listed is
the name of each family head with the number in that
household following. These tithable lists were taken
by Charles May, Charles Patteson, John Nicholls, Wile
liam Cannony John Johns, and Geo. Hooper. They were
compiled into the complete list, given above, by John
Bernard, The names of slaves wore seldom given. Fre~.
quently some caption such as "ferryman," etc., appeared
with the name. One of the most interesting incidoents
concerning the listing of the tithables was the fact
that between the names of James Briston and Charles
Cotterel appeared a distinct picture of an Indian head,
It is not known to what this sketch referred. 1In the
177% 1ist, it appeared again beside the name of James
Briston.

In 1774, another list of tithables was taken. This
1list differed very little with that of 1773. For specif-
ic names contained in each family head, the list of tithe
ables is available to anyone seeking this information in
the Virginia State Library, Richmond, Virginia.



APPENDIX C

Maps concerning the development and growth of
Buckingham County, Virginia “
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PROGRESSION OF THE PROPLING OF PIEDMONT VIRGINIA

Map 2, Virginia in 1671, Practically all Tidewater
was settled to the fall 11&9{

Map 3, Virginia in 1702. Advancement of settlement
is along the tributaries. ' These were thinly setitled
areass )

Map 4., Virginia in 1729. The Piledmont region was oc-
cupied but scarcely populateds By 1775, the complete
state was occupied.* ’ _ '

Map 5. Location of Buckingham County among the counties
of Virginiaa'

Map 6. Buckingham County and surrounding counties in
thelr present form.

Map 7, Buckingham County as.established May 1, 1761.
Map S.A'changes in area of Buckingham County.

Map 9. The slate indﬁétry of Buckingham County.

Map 10. The town plan of Curdsville, Virginia.

*M7irginia Countles," Bulletin of the Virginia State
Library, Jan. 1916’ platas 8‘10!
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On the 22nd day of July, 1932, James Meade Anderson,
Junior was born in Andersonville, Buckingham County, Vir-
ginia, As a descendant of one of the first families of
Buckingham County, he received his first five years of
formal education at Andersonville Elementary Schools The
following two years were spent at Buckingham Elementary
School, His high school education was recelved at the
Buckingham Central High School where he graduated in 1949.

Degiring to pursue a higher education he entered the
University of Richmond, Richmond, Virginia., While at the
University he was a Dean's List student, president of the
Forensic Counecil, preéidsnt of the Future Teachers of
America, as well as an avid follower of the University's
athletic teams.

To better qualify him in the field of teaching, he
returned to the University of Richmond, and began his
graduate study in the field of hilstory,

He is currently instructor of Latin at the University
of Richmond while his former professor is on sabbatical

leave of absence.
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