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<1 <1 A PANAMAX ship, the largest type of vessel normally
transiting the Canal, moves through Gaillard Cut. The Cut
was widened in 2001 so these huge ships could pass when

traveling in opposite directions. » Sandy beaches beckon.
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Foreword

A 1913 edition of the British magazine Puck fea-
tures a two-page, full-color cartoon depicting Uncle
Sam astride the Isthmus of Panama and the nearly
completed Panama Canal. The cartoon also shows
the pyramids of Egypt, the hanging gardens of
Babylon, and other familiar human creations. Its
caption reads, “The seven wonders of the world
salute the eighty.” Cradled in Uncle Sam’s arm is a
figure, a saluting, white-haired, white-suited musta-
chioed man with the name “Goethals” printed on his
collar. This is my great-grandfather, chief engineer of
the Panama Canal.

Though my proud reaction to this cartoon is nepo-
tistic, and not everyone shares the cartoon’s unabashed
jingoistic sentiments, few would quarrel with hailing
the Panama Canal as a wonder of the world.

Built at the beginning of the twentieth century, the
Canal has become a vital link in the global economy
of the twenty-first. The environmental and social dis-
ruptions caused by its construction long behind us,
the Canal exists in harmony with the fragile rain forest
ecosystem of the Isthmus. While there were many
changes in the Canal and its operations through the
years, much of the Canal uses original equipment. The
locks, the gates, the dams, and the breakwaters were
built to last by very smart people.

While visiting and transiting the Canal are the
only ways of absorbing its full majesty, beauty, and
significance, William Friar's remarkable Portrait of
the Panama Canal provides an unusually thorough
and faithful perspective on the Canal as it paints a
compelling portrait of the skill and sacrifice of those
who built and have operated this crucial waterway.

This is a personal book as well as an account of
an engineering and economic marvel. William Friar
makes clear his own attachment to the former Canal
Zone and the Canal itself. My attachments are per-
sonal as well. On my first trip to Panama in 1996,
William Friar's mother, Willie K. Friar, the now-
retired director of public affairs for the Panama Canal
Commission, encouraged me to explore the work-
ings of the Canal in great detail. | saw the lock gate
operations through the eyes of the men and women
running them every day. | am grateful to Ms. Friar for
helping me make a connection to an important
piece of family history.

Upon seeing the Canal, | was reminded of the
first time | understood that my great-grandfather had
accomplished something significant in a faraway
place. In Vineyard Haven, Massachusetts, where |
grew up, directly across from the elementary school
stands the General George W. Goethals American
Legion Post. Early in my kindergarten year, a friend
led me across the street to climb the trees in front of
the legion hall. Later, a teacher scolded us, saying
the trees belonged to George W. Goethals and that
we had no business on them. When he asked me my
name and | said George Goethals, the roomful of
students howled with laughter and the teacher looked
most displeased. That is all | remember from this
frightening experience. But it did lead me to learn
more about my famous forebear.

A The Panama Canal actually opened six months ahead
of schedule and under budget. The credit for this belongs
to George W. Goethals, who was the chief engineer of
the Canal during the last seven years of its construction.

For decades my curiosity about the Canal went
unsatisfied. When | finally experienced the Canal, |
was awestruck by its genius and its significance.
William Friar’s Portrait of the Panama Canal, revised
to recognize the historic transfer of Canal operations
to the Republic of Panama, offers an enticing pre-
view of the Canal for those who plan to visit Panama,
and a souvenir for those who have experienced it.
| am delighted to welcome you to Friar’s Portrait and
to share my enthusiasm for this marvelous achieve-
ment of the human spirit.

—George R. Goethals,
Williamstown, Massachusetts, May 12, 1999
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