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FOREWORD

In organizing this work it was thought best to

begin with the several leglslative acts of the 1926
General Assembly creating the State Department of Con-
servation and Development and appropriating money to be
used by that agency in advertising the State, Members
appointed to this Commission, who were to have so much in-
fluence on the entire program, are introduced and the
reader 1is given insight into the perplexing problem of how
the advertisling fund shouid be spent. A relationship is
shown between the attempt to use thls money Jjudiclously
and the creation of the Division of Hisbtory and Arohag-
ology which was to consist of Dr., Eckenrode, Colonel Conrad
and other workers. Mention is made of those members of
the History Advisory Committee who were appcintgd on recom=
mendation of Dr. Eckenrode and who were to paasion the
vafious markers propossd for erection.

| Continuing with a selection of the material from which
the markers were to bs manufactured there is a discussion
of the more important duties and decisions incidental to
the inltiation of a new and complex program. The program
is followed through the years with a datailed.aocount of
the various difficulties encountered with respect to erect-
ing and maintalning the markers. A sketch of certain im-
portant historical facts which relate to our State seems

appropriate and is intended to pique the interest of the



‘peader and to prompt him to inquire, "What would I have.
used as marker subjects had I been entrusted with the

duty of carrying out the program?" Attentlon is next
focused on the approximately 1300 markers which appear

on our highways and which represent the work in its en-
tirety. The historical subjects with which the plaques
deal are divided into the several dozén phases of :
interest suggested by their titles and inscriptions.
Charts are presented giving both the number of markers
erected in each of the countles and the tptal number of
markers in the State representing each of the various
phases of historical interest, A number of historical oc-
currences to which refesrence l1s made are discussed in some
detail,

Effacts of the "Duke Reorganization Plan" are exe
pléined, which removed the project entirely from ths juris-
dictlion of the Conservation Commission, placing its admini-
strative gnd regearch functions under the State Library
while assigning responsibility of marker installation to
the State Department of Highways. Resignatidn of Dr. Ecken=
rode lmmedlately before the Reorganization Plan was to go

‘ into_effect and continuance of the program under Mr. J. R. V.
Daniel recelve brief comment after which a survey is made ™
of the entire project. |

In attempting an evaluation of this ploneering work,

cognizance has been taken of its merits which have eliclted

pralse from so many authorities both within and without our



State. Thought, too, has been given to the hardships

under which the work was accomplished as: local pressures,
lack of adequate records, inaccessibility to hlighways on
which markers might be erected etc. Whlle concurring in

" the belief that publlc interest -~ especially among those
from distant points ~ Justifies thse large proportion of
Civil War markers, 1t is suggested that future marker
interests should include more history of a later date and
should include particularly those topies which portray Vir-
ginie és a progressive, agriculturally and indusfrially-
minded Commonwealth which 43 locking to the future. Attempts
have been made to show how the wonders of nature may combine
with facts of history in the Shenandoash Valley to provide
interesting subjects which would broaden and give better
balance to the selection of marker interests. Flnally, it
has been suggested that advancement made by the negro has
made members of that race and occurrences intimately assocl-
ated with them wofthy of more consideration, ,

Having completed a study of the hiétqrical marker proe
ject as it was conducted in Virginia, progress of similar
programs was noted in other states. A short account is given
of the principles and techniques employed in each of the |
"twenty-three states known to have participated in a publicly
supported system of ldentifying its historical sites, In
making a summary of findings the pioneering influence of
Virginia's movement is shown which induced other statss to
mark their historical sites and share their history to the
benefit of all. |

vi



In beginning & study of Virginla's hiatariaa1~markéra
1t 13 well to review tha‘ﬁaeugmic‘baekgroum&‘which proﬁideﬁ
the necesanry impetus is initlate the program. e introduce
tion of more lé&ar saving devices, shorter hours of work,
improved btransportation raciliti@a, and vetter tcuiiat 8CCOM~
m@é&tiana, had encouraged the spending of newly scquired
leisure in travel., “he economic aﬁvanta@aé to be galned in
having tourists spend more i{ine in‘cur State became increasing-
1y evident as Chambers of Commerce and other public spirlted
arganizations‘becama‘&wara of the nesd of 1mproving and énlarga
ing their cwn communitles, This awskening Lo tha.aevantages'
which were to be galned in appealing to tra?alera aame to the
attentlion of our legislative body. In 162¢, the Geﬁeral
ﬁaﬁembiy, with &n esr attuned to the deslres and needs of the
people, pussed two luportant lagislative'aeta vnich were to
have direct results in helping to davalﬁg our ?irginia regources
and in stiracting persons from without our bvorders who might
contribute te thls united endemvor. The Tirst of fﬁéae'éﬁba
provided for the creation of the Department of Conmervation
and Development, Also, it endowed the Commission with suffie
cient suthority fto create such sebt-up, subject to the consant

of the Jovernor, as it deamed ngcessary to carry oub ita own



1
general functions.

The second legislative act accentuated the importance
of advertising the State in authorizing the expenditure by
the department of funds for that purpose in the following
words:

"Be 1t enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia,

that there be, and is hersby, appropriated to the

Commission on Conservation and Development, out of

any moneys ln the State Treasury not otherwise

appropriated, the sum of fifty thousand dollars for

each of the bienniums ending on February 29, 1928;

provided the appropriation here made shall not be

available if the sffect thereof is to further in-
crease the deficit in the State Treasury. The ap-
propriation hereby made shall be expended by the

Commission on Conservation and Development for ad-

vertising the advantages and resources of the Stats.

2. This act shall be in force on and after August
" first, 1926."2

The seven men appointed to this newly created Commission
and who were thereby charged with such important duties relat-
ing to the welfare of the 0ld Dominion were all men who could
draw from théir own rich business backgrounds in realizing
the extent to which publicizing the advaptages to be found in
our State would add to the growth and prosperity of its
various énterpriaes. These men were as follows: William E.
Carson, Chairman, Coleman Wortham, Lee Long, Thomas L. Farrar,

- Rufus Roberts, Junius P. Fishburn and E. Griffith Dodscn.3

1 Laws of General Assembly, Laws of 1926, chapter 169,
pp.307-313,

2 Ibid, chapter 368,‘p. 660,

3 Elmer 0. :Fippin, "Policies and Programs of the Vir-
ginia Commission on Conservation and Development", The Fifth
District Banker and Financler, 1l: 13, May 1930,




Various businesses had been known to spend large sums
of money in advertising their communities but so far as can
be ascertalned, up until this time, public funds had never
been used in advertising the resources of a state.4 There«
fore, members of the Commission could not profiﬁ by the
experience of others and were forced to ﬁse thgir imagination
and rely largely on trial and error methods‘of procedure In
planning a publigity program. Some of the problems which a-
rose were as follows: Should advertisements appeal to
interests of tourists or industry? Should the State be ad~
vertised as a whole? Through what mediums should advertising
be conducted? Should pamphlets and booklets be used?

A8 a result of plans made soon after the forming of
the Cormmission a large scale advertiaingkprograﬁ was begun in
1927 as ads were inserted in such leading magazines of the

nation as The Saturday Evening Post, The Literary Digest, and

The National Geographic.s These advertisements publicizing

the 0ld Dominion called attention to the advantages which
waere ﬁo,ba found by people willing to make Virginia their
home. In adiition, a number of pamphlets had been planned
publicizing places of historic interest in Virginia as Monti-
~ cello, Natural Bridge, and Yorktown. A careful record of

results attained through what might be termed this direct

: 4 Report of W. K. Cargon, Chalrman, July 26, 1926
to December 51, 1954, "Conserving and Developing Virginia,"
(Richmond, Virglnia: Conservation and Development Com=-
mission), p. 19, ’

5 Ibid, p. 20.



appeal 1In advertising accentuated the relative importance
of indirect advertising which would make our industrial
plants, rural sections, and historical sites so iInteresting
and attractive to tourists that they would wish to méke
Virginia thelir hcme.s

In September, 1926, there took place a seemingly
small incident so typlecal of the many everyday occurrences
which are soon forgotten in the "hurly burly" of everyday
life. Yet, this spparent triviality was to give birth to
an idea which was to be momentous in its far flung consge-
quences. On that date two leaders of our State engaged in
sarnest conversation beslde a small marker or monument whioch
had been erected to the memory of Jack Jouett near Cuckoo
Tavern in Louisa County. The two friends read and re-read
the inscription before engaging in a lengthy conversation.

Virginia has always been both consc¢lous and proud of
its historical background. Yet, up until this time there had
been a general disregard of this rich lope of our State.
Virginia, the State so wealthy in 1its historicsal heritage
had done little to disseminate this information by marking
its many interesting sites: Tourists and other out-of-State
visitors entered our State in which had been concluded two
great wars of history only to leave its confines without hav=-
ing been apprised of the informative and interesting details

of either of these great conflicta. Also, leaders and events

6 Flppen, loc.cit., p. 37,



relating to the many other important phases of our history

had not been brought to the attention of our highway

visitors. To gather up the threads of our story in defense

of this assertion, the two State leaders regarding the
memorial on that day - Harry F. Byrd who was to assume the
office of governor in January and his campalgn manager,
‘William E. Carson, who was jJust beginning his duties as chair=-
man of the Conservation and Development Commission knew nothing
whatever of Jack Jouett or his epochal ride to save Thomas
‘Jafferacn ;nd other prominent members of the Virginia Legis-
lature from Tarleton'!s Raiders in 1781, Yét, it has been

sald that the ride of Jack Jouett was more important in its
gonsequences than that of Paul Revere. The teachings of this
lesson were unmistakably clear, whille the more important
facts of Virginia history should have been known to the goneral
public, some of 1ts most Iinteresting detalls had been so little
advertised, so obscured that they were unknown by some of 1ts

" most cultured and enligﬁtened citizens. Why should Virginia
be advertised as a historical Staﬁe.when thers was so little
provision made for informing 1nte}ested highway travelers of
that history of which we boasted so proudly?

The incident just recorded initiated a concerted and
systematic attempt to désignate significant sites in Virginia.
Thus it was in keeping with the newly awakensd effort to
attract tourists that circumstances and a clever brain con-
spired to give birth to a novel idea as William E. Carson

conceived the plan of having places of unusual historical



interest marked and identified for the benefit of our
visitors.7 According to this original plan the Common-
wealth was to assume charge of a program which would proe-
vide the necessary research and install at or near each of
the more historic sites a plaque or marker which, in addition
to designating the locale of the occurrence, would bear an
inscription relating in a few words the event commemorated,
The se pléquas were to be placed close to the primary high-
ways or those arteries of travel which the touriats would
most likely fraquent.

The question of erecting historical markers was dis-
cussed at the October meeting of the Conservation and
Development Commission. Major Shirley, Highway Commisaloner,
waa present at this meeting and suggested the practicability
of having the Highway Department erect and maintain the

7 A nunmber of individuals have dissented at recog=-
nizing ¥r, Carson as the originator of the State Historleal
Marker project. Mrs. Henry F. Lewls, writing in the
September 21, 1935, issue of the Times-Dispatch, claims
. that she originated the plan. She states that Governor
Trinkle approved the idea and the legislature passed a bill
which created the Historic Monument Board of Virginia. The
work done by this Board was deemed so satisfactory that the
following session of the legislature appropriated $2500. -
Many markers were erscted in the Colonial colors of blue
and gold before the work was taken over by the Conservation
Commiasion.

Despite these facts, however, and any claim which
they are intended to support, it ias undeniably true that
it was Mr, Carson who conceived and promoted the large .
scale, State systematlzed, and directed, tourist attractlon
which was so successfully carried out by a division of the
Departmgnt of Conservation and Development of which he was
the head.




markers. The Conservation Department, however, would

select a qualified historlan who would do the necessary
research and designate the sites which were to be commemow
ratad.s lajor Shirley suggested that a short, heavy, con=-
crete column should be the base of the marker which would
support a metal tablet béaring the historical inscription.
This type\ﬁf marker was to cost approximately $75.00 and was
to be placed at the proper angle and distance with respect
to the road so that it might be read conveniently by
motorists, Further discussion of the proposed project fol~
lowed, during which Mr. Wortham moved "that the Commission
employ a qualified person to carry on ths historical re-
search relating to the location and appropriate marking of.
historical sites throughout Virginia, and to handle the ad-
ministrative details of the program of setting up the

"?  The move was seconded by Mr. Fishburn and adopted

markers.
unanimously by the Commission.

At the next meeting of the Commission, Mr. Carson
stated that he had talked with a number of persons regarding
the selection of é historian qualified'to undertake the
marking of Virginia highways. After thorough investigation

1t was found that Dr. H. J. Eckenrode appearsd to be an

8 E. G. Dodson, Minutes of Meetings of Conservation
and Development Commission, October 15, 1926.

9 Ibid.



authority highly qualified to carry out the proposed work
of designating the many historical places of interest in
Virginia. Dr. Douglas 8. Freeman, Editor of the Richmond
News Leader, and a historlan of great abllity himself,

recommended Dr. Eckenrode as a man with whom he had worked
and whom he thought most capable of administering the
historical program of the Conservation Commission. Mr. Car-
son added, "He is available to the commission."lo
Dr., Eckenrode was present and was introduced to the Commise
sion at this tlme. Dr, Hekenrode made a short talk in which
he explained some of his plans for executing the project.
His ideas included the creation of several highways from
which the highway traveler could view the more interesting
battlegrounds. These roads were to be known as Battlefield
Highways.ll

At the conclusion of the talk, Mr. Fishburn moved that
Dr. Eckenrode be hired at a salary of £250 a month and ex-
penses. This move was seconded by Mr. Dodson and Dr. Ecken-
rode was directed to report for work on January 18. It was
agreed that Dr. Eckenrode's title was to be "Director" of
the new agency which was to be known as the "Division of

Archaeology and History".12 It was also agreed that the new

10 Ibid, December 15,
11 Ibid.
12 Ibid.



division should be financed out of the Advertising Fund.
Authority to finance the new enterprise in this way had
been specifically provided under a clauss creating the Com-
mission which reads, "The Commission shall have control of
the expenditure of any Staﬁe advertising funds heretofore ;r
hereafter created, and shall have control of an expenditurs
of such funds for advertising the resources and advantages
of the Commonweslth in such means as it may deem best." 13
Hence, a formal request to Governor Byrd to have the $50,000,
which had been appropriated for that year, to be set up on
the books of the State auditor's office was all that was
necessary. Governor Byrd's approval was fortheoming and the
Commisslion was credited with the money necessary to begin .
operations. v
Other workers were added to the staff of the new Divi-
sion untll soon it included, in addition to Dr; Eckenrodae,
Bryan Conrad, M. F. Pleasants, Mrs. Mabel Dyson, Rex E., Allyn

and Mliss Mary E. Bowers.l4

13 Laws of 1926, chapter 169, p. 307.

14 With the exception of Dr. Eckenrods, starting
salaries are not known exactly. An approximation may
be made, however, through a study of the following recomw
mendation for increases which was made to Governor Pollard
in 1930:
Colonel Conrad, Assistant Director, £2400 to

$2600,

M. F. Ploasants, Pleld Assistant, $2400 to
$2500,

Mrs, Mabel Dyson, Research Assistant §1320 to
$1500.

Mary E., Bowers, Stenographer and Clerk,
$1320 to %lSéO.
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The assignment of J. R. Horsley to the Division
under unusual circumstances was to cause considerable eme
barrassment. Mr. Horsley had been appointed by Governor
E. Lee Trinkle for a period of two years to conduct an eco-
nomic survey of the State. The appropriation of $10,000
with whlch this work was to be carried on proved inadequate
and 1t was decided to discontinue the project. The question
now arose a8 to what should be done with Mr. Horsley, whose
salary had been set originally at $4,500 and whose term of
office had some time to run. Mr. Carson talked with
Mr. Horsley and 1t was agreed that the latter's salary should
be reduced to $4,000415 At the December mseting of the Com-
misslon, it was moved by Mr. Dodson that Mr. Horsley should -
be assigned as field asaiétant to Dr. Eckenrode. This motion
was seconded by Mr, Farrar and Mr, Horsley was asked to re-
port to Dr, Eckenrode.} In 1928, ét the expiration of the
term for which he had been appointed, Mr. Horsley's salary
was reduced to $250 and he resigned, _

Colonel Bryan donrad, a retired army officer was to be
Dr. Eckenrode's chief assistant., Because of his military
background, Colonel Conrad might be depended on to be parti-
cularly helpful in those phases of ressearch which related to
military affairs. Mrs. Dyson, too, was to assist in the re-

search, M. F. Pleasants was to have charge of the erection

15 Dodson, loc., eit., December 15, 1926,
16 Ibid, March 23, 1928,
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and maintenance of ths markers. Rex E. Allyn was to be
useful as a driver and in the fleld work which was to be
done while Miss Mary Bowers was to také charge of the éor~
respondence and keep the necessary office records.

Attention was now focused on the more important facts
of Virginia history as the need arose for selecting those sub-
jects which were to be presented on the highways. The pre-
sentatlion of Civil War highlights whioh had tgken place in
Virginia at once promised to be the phase of greatest interest
value 1n attracting the historically minded of our 3tate
visitors.lv 0f courss, there were many other phases of
Interest such as 0ld homes, churches, and birthplaces. Each
of these, in addition to other aspects of history, were to be
submitted for public approval on Virginia roads as the program °
progressed, There was much work to be done both in the field
and in the library. The {irst field exploration took place
on January 19, 1927. This work was done in Henrico County and
related to the battlefield at Yellow Tavern on which General

Stuart had been mortally wounded during the Civil War.la

17 The magnitude of the task confronting Dr. Eckenrode
in appealing to heterogenous tastes was to appear immediately
88 a member of the Conservation and Development Commission
was strongly opposed to depicting events of the Civil War.

It 1s significant that Dr. Eckenrode thinks that any criti-
clsm as to the number of Civil War markers which have been
erected originated in this early opposition..

3

18 State Historical Markers of Virginia, p. 22..
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At the February, 1927, meeting of the Conservation
and Development Commission, Dr. Eckenrode submitted a memo=-
randum of his activities which includedvthe classification
of certain markers as to perlod and importance and the
classification and listing of scme subjects for markiné.

In explaining the proposed exescution of his program,

Dr. Eckenrode went over the subjects of about 30 markers
which he suggested for installation on the Jefferson Davis
Highway. He wished to have these approved. Therefore, in
keeping with the commonly shared bellef that there sé/uld be
an over all mipervisory body of distinguished historians,

Dr. Eckenrode recommended ten men to be known as a History

19 It was to be the duty of these men to

A@visory Committee.
consider and:-pass on the various marker subjects and inscrip-
~ tlons submitted for their approvai. Prominent Virginisa
historiens and sducators suggested by Dr, Eckenrode were:

Dr. Douglas 8. Freeman, Dr. H. R. MeIlwaine, Dr. L. G. Tyler,
Dr. W. G. Stanard, Dr. J. A. G, Chandler, Dr. P. A. Bruce,
Dr. Richard L. Morton, Dr. J. I. McConnell, Dr. D. R. Ander-
son and Dr, W. J, Wayland. This suggested Committee,
approved on motion of Mr. Wortham, geconded by M¥r. Farrar,
was sent to Governor Byrd. On April 1, Governor Byrd

appointed & Committes which but with two exceptions included
all of these men.20

19 Dodson, loc. cit., February 24-25, 1927,

20 Exscutive Journal, February 1, 1926 to January 31,
1930, p. 131, For a 1ist of men end their addresses, see
appendix II.
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It is interesting to note that at this early daté,

Mr. Carson was firmly of the opinion that'fhe counties

shouid ultimately meet the expense of installing markers.
With this plan in mind, arrangements were made tovhave

Mr. Horsley visit the different county seats and confer with
the boards of supervisors regarding that posaibility.gl
Gradually, however, 1t began to appear that it would be the
part of wisdom to allow the State to continue defraying the
marker costs. Therefore, when an appropriation was made by
the 1928 General Assembly for the new Division the matter
was settled most satisfactorily.

Thought was now given to the selectlion of the best
material to be used in the manufacture of markers., Investi-
gation included a number of materisls. Calculations were
made to show the approximate expenss, including initial
cost and maintenance for periods of twenty-five and fifty

years for each of the materials. These estimates were as

follows:
Initial Cost 25 Years 50 Years
Wood Markers $6.50 to $12.00  $31 to $44 $72 to $87
Iron (raised letters) $30,00 $40,00 $562,00
54 Maintenance
Basgis
Aluminum £50.00 $98.00 $148,00
State Basis 2.50
for b6 Years
| $60.00 $72.50
Stone Mountain Granite $65.00 $68.00 $65.00
Georgia Marble (3 in,) $36,00 $36.,00 $36.0022
(4 in.) $45.00 $456.00 $45.00

"2l Dodson, loc. cit.,, February 24-25, 1927,
. 22 Ibid, February 18, 1927,



14

In Pebruary the following specifications for markers
wore enumerated by Dr. Eckenrode:

(1) Easy legibility from highway.

(2) Second class markers to be read from passing cars
without stoppling.

(3) Turnouts on road for reading important markers.

(4) Moderate costs,

{6) Moderate or no maintenance costse oz

(6) Durability and reasonable dignity.

Members of the Commission were inclined to have the
markera manufactured in Virginia if feasible. In consldering
this possibility 1t was pointed out that markérs manufactured
from Richmond granite would ordinarily cost from $71 to $116.
It was thought possible, however, to reduce this cost to as
low as $40 or $50 through the use of new sand blast aquipment.24
No decislon had been reached by May as to the kind of meterial
to be used in the manufacture of markers. In that month re-
presentatives of two local firms asppeared before the Commis~
sion. Mr, McMénua representing the Richmond Granite Quarries
suggested that his company mighb be able to manufacture the
markers {or approximately $70 each on orders from 100 to
1doo.\ Mr., Wallace of the McNeel Company proposed that Stone
Mountain Granite be used.25

Wilbur A. Nelson was consulted regarding cert&in materi-
als. Mr, Nelson was asked to "investigate all different stones
involved and to report on their composition, weathering quali-

tles, and genersl sultability for markers."26 The erection

23 Ibid, PFebruary 24-25.
- 24 Ibid, February 18.

25 Ibid, May 5.

26 Ibid.
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of shrines was being considered at this time and at the
May meeting of the Commission 1t was agreed that markers
and shrines "were so important as publicizing agencies that
a large part of the publicity fund might be spent in erecte
ing them,"av
In June estimates were still being received from
various companies. Results of the various tests which hed
been made showed that wood did not have sufficiont durability.
Cement proved undesirable while both granite and marble were
heavy, unwieldy, and expensive to manufacture and transport,. .
In addition, inscriptions on granite proved difficult to read.
This last weakness eliminated granite from further considera-
tion gince a high degree of legibility would be required for
“inscriptions to be read from moving automobiles. Aluminum
was finally tested. This material was expensive, It had,
however, the redeeming quallties of beling light, tough, and
comparatively cheap to transport. It was thought too that
aluminum would be durable. Therefors, in August, nistorical
markers of aluminum alloy wers ordered from the Niles Company
in Lebanon, New Hampshire. These markers were to be in two
sizes, the 24 inch tablets costing $60 while the 36 inch tab-
lets would cost $75 aach.28 These prices were exclusive of
the posts. At this time Dr. Eckenrode reported that he had
approximately 300 inscriptlions on hand which were in the final

27 Ibid.
28 Ibid, August 18.



16

stages of being arranged and checked.eg Minutes of the
August meeting of the Commission reveal that the total ex-
penditures of the History Division through August 15, 1927,
were $10,921.11.

While 1t has been seen that some historical marker
work had been dons in Virgiuia up until this time by various
patriotic and public minded socleties, it had resulted in
"Policies to be avoided rather than principles to be fol=-

lowed™ as Mr. Rachal has aptly phrased it.30

Therefore,
Dr. Eckenrode was beginning a project in which much pioneer-
ing work was to be done.
| In planning the program, thought had been given to

the hacessity of differentliating between the varlious markers

which were to be erected. It was decided to use symbols for
:rthis purpose. The use of highway numerals to individualize
the markers was considered. Highway numerals, however, were
often changed es the highways ware extended so i1t was de-
cided to use letter symbols instead. The various roads in
Virginia had code letters. Maln roads ﬁere designated by a
single code letter while branch roads had a cods of two
letters. It was arranged that each marker, while bearing a

code letter or letfers in agreement with the road on which

1t was to be placed, should include a number differentiating

29 Ibid.

30 Williem M. E. Rachal, "Historical Markers on
Virginia Highways", State and Local History News, IV:
151-153, March 1949,




it from other plaques on that particular road., It may be
well to polnt out that the maln roads or those designated
by single letters did not follow alphabetically with respect
to geographical location as might be expscted. The symbols,
together with the inscoriptions which the markers were to
béar, were sent to the factory in Lebanon, New Hampshire
where the plaques were belng prepared.

November, 1927, was an especially intereating month in
the history of the project because 1t was during that time
that the first shipment of plaques‘reached Fredericksburg
from the factory. As these markers were put up on the
Richmond-Washington Highway they became the objscts of much
interest both to local oitizens and to tourists. - The need
for turnouts to be used by motorists wishing to get a safer
and more leisurely view of this new addition to the highway
was at once evident. The Highway Department was sympathetic
to the request for turnouts but their appropriation had not
been sufficient to cover this extra expsnse, so the idea had
to bs abandoned for the time,

Marker sites were located as close as possible to the
subjects to which they related. In choosing these sites too
consideration had to be taken for highwsy safety and for
sufficient visibility so that the event to be depleted might
be read. Of these two considerations safety of the highway

was, of course, most important., Even in the days of

31 Times-Dispatech, November 9, 1927,
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comparatively slow moving traffic, care had to be taken
in selecting a marker site so that a tourist in approaching
the spot might have a considerable distance of highway be-
fore him end therefore be enabled to percelve another
motorist who might have bsen tempted to slow down or even
stop on the highway to read one of the plaques. In conforme
ing to the various requirements, the markers were erectad on
the shoulder of the highway at those points thought most ad-
vantageous to safety and visibility with great care being
taken that thelir twin inscriptions on either side, consist- |
ing of & few well chosen words, should be at right angles to
the road, and therefore, equally visibls to traéalers going
in opposite directions.az Leglibility was further improved
by having the marker height approximate that of an individual
sitting in an automobile, a
Progress of the work was accompanied by a number of
revelatlons and developments. It was soon discovered that
the public could make definite contributions to the program.
Often they were able to give infdrmation gleaned from local

32 It will be readily understood that state and
county-line markers which were erected at a later date, did
not bear twin inscriptlons. Instead, the inseription on
either side related to the two political entities under
consideration and were so placed on the highway that the
tourlst coming to a line might read the interesting facts
pertaining to the particular state or county in which he
was about to travel.
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sources or were helpful in establishing the site of cer-
tain ocourrences. In the absence of written records, the
memorlies of local c¢ltizens, particularly those of older
people, were often prodded as a means of eliclting informa-
tion which might be obtained in no other way. At the same
time, the initlal purpose of the project in appealing to the
visitors within our State often ran counter to the ambitions
of locally prominent individuals bent on propagating the
memory of some long deceased kinsman whose sole claim to
fame may have lain in the fact that he was a local magistrate
and who, therefore, would be of no concelvable-interest to
tourists. In this way family and local pride caused consider-
able embarrassment to the division putting up the markers.

Markers began to be the victims of injury as hunters
armed with rifles and shotguns seemed unasble to resist the
temptation to use the plaques as targets. Also, the marker
gltes smeemed to be particularly inviting spots at which
motorist might turn their vehicles around on the highway. A
number of markers wafe hit and injured accidentally by drivers
of trucks or automobiles, Persons injuring the markers were
made to pay for them whenever 1t was possible to ascertain
who had caused the damage, Often 1t was impossible to
establish the 1dentity of the person who had been responsible
for the injury and in these cases, the State had to assume
the cost of necsssary repalrs, |

Several yeara/after the erection of the first markers

the paint became dull and they had to be repainted. This was
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a laborious task and was accomplished by unscrewing the
nuts and removing the plaques from the metal parts to which
they were attached. The plaques were then loaded into a
truck and taken to a central location for palnting after which
they were returmed to thelir original sites on the highway.
A more serious obstacle arose from the material of which the
markers were made. It was discovered that time and the
weather conditlions to which they were sub jected éaused the
alumlnum alloy to peel. After a study of this new situation,
Df. Eckenrode soon decidedvto change to thse use of cast iron.
The change was effectéd and the cast iron plaques proved very -
satisfactory. 7

When the markers were first erected, the moderate speed
of the motorists at that time allowed them to read the in-
scriptions as ﬁhey passed. As highway speed increased, how-
sver, this becama impossible. This new problem was met through
the editing by Mr. William E. Carson of a marker booklet which
contained the symbols, text and location of all the markers.
The Marker Booklet published by the Department of Conservation
and Development, first appearing in 1930, has been revised
a number of times and 1s now in its sixth editién. Thas sig=-
nificance of the work is so important that time may be spent
profitably in a brief review of 1ts contents and value to the
tourist. It is intended primarily to enable the travaler to
read his highway history at high speeds. The motorist has
but to catch a fleeting glance of the marker symbol after which

his booklet becomes a vicarious agent to which he may turn
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and read the inseription on the marker which has just bsen
passed, |

As is to be inferred, the booklet contains a logical
arrangement of marker inseriptions as they appear‘in 8o
qusnce'along the highways from north to south and from east
to west. Let us assume that a historicaliy minded tourist
is on a business trip through Virginia end that he is going
to travel exclusively on Highway Number 1, By turning to
the appropriate page in the Marker Booklet he may apprizé
himself of interesting historical sites to be passed on his
trip. Preliminary review may lead not only to a quidker and
more comprehensive understanding of the historical signifi-
cance of sltes to be observed but may suggéat certain
especially 1ntereating points at which stops may'be made,
The Marker Booklet provides an index which alphabstically
arranges the list of inbriptions on county-line and state-
line markers and another index which provides a numearical
118t of the same markers. Historical markers, or those relat-
ing to Interesting parséns, a%ents, atc.,‘ara alphabetically
arranged according to.titlaa while they are also indexed
according to their symbols in alphsabetical and numerical or-
der, Hence, anyone knowing either the title or symbol of a
marker may find it immediately in the booklet and read the ine

33
soription.

33 This booklet has proved the most popular publica-
tlon ever put out by the State, as more than 150,000 copiles
have been distributed by the Department of Gonservation
and Development.



Everyone in the division was very busy as the proe
ject spread to varlous primary highways throughout the
State, At that time the vehicles used in transportation
were in charge of the Division of History and Archaseology
and thousands of miles were put on their speedometers as
personnel and equipment were taken to necessary points,
Workers engﬁgad in the program were often forced to remain
in the field for a number of days. When this was necessary,
the men defrayed their own expenses and ﬁere later reim-
bursed by funds from the Division.

The public was not long in withholding its approbs-
tion, as letters of praise in an ever-increasing volume be-
gan to come from tourists all over the country:. In passing
through Virginia, these visitors had admired ouf newly e~
rected plaques and thelr interest had caused them to write
for further particulars, Many of these letters wers from
officials of state agenciea or of patriotic societies who
were seeking information which might be used in improving
their own states and communitiea. Soon other states began
to pattern programs after that of Virginia. By 1930, news
papers, toco, had begun to take cognizance of the highly
original and unusual historical venture taking place in the
01d Dominion and the consequent publiclity of their articles
focused national attention on the work being done by

Dr, Eckenrode,34

34 An edltorial appsaring in the New York Times and
entitled "History on Wheels" is typical of the newspaper
praise heaped on Virginia for initlating the unique histori-
cal project. This editorial is reprinted in the Jenuary 7,
1930, iassue of the Richmond Times-Dispatch,

22
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While reverence of forebears and local civic pride
often conspired to cause public disregard of the general
prineiple under which the program operated, the great mass
of citizens were hslpfﬁl.. The work being done byr
Dr. Eckenrode and its favorable reception by the public
had the desirable effect of encouraging socletles end in-
dividuals interested in preserving local history to enlist
the assistance of the Division of History and Archasology.
Individual effort often merged into concerted community
group achievement as neighborhood historians prodded tha
memorieas of older citizens, dug around long neglected grave- .
yards, visited old churches, examined local records and“%ggn
pasged their findings on to the Staﬁa historians, After ac=
cunmulating historical information to Be turned o%er to
Dr. Eckenrode, interested laymen wcuid often write a prd—
posed inscriptiﬁn, suggest a location, and in certéiu
instances, even offer to bear the cost of the marker and
its installation. The assistance rendered by such local
gréups was invaluable. The ébmﬁunities of these groups were
being correspondingly benefitted as the symmetry of State
designed plaques replaced the haphazard methods of recogni-
tion hitherto used by various socleties.

Dr, Eckenrode was always grateful for what was tanta~
mount to an offer of both 1abof and materlal assistance by
societlies and individuals. In some instances, Dr. Eckenrode
met with groups to discuss their local hiﬁtory or draft in-

scriptions for thelr approval before having such inscriptions



placed on markers to be erected in thelr locallty. The
Division Head was fair, though impartial, in deallng with
i representatives of the various localitlies and in every
instance they were led to understand that the final deci~
sion as to whether a marker should be erected, 1ts in-
scription and location, in the event tﬁat a plaque was in-
stalled, were decisions which fell entirely within the
jurisdiction of the Divislon of History and Archaaology.ss
While the offers of societies or individuals to pay the
cost of manufacture and 1ns£a11a§ion of markers to subjects
in which they were especlally interested, wers accepted, it
was made perfectly clear that these offers had no bearing
whatever on whether the proposed subfject would be found
historically Jjustifiable And would therefore rebéive the
approval of the Division.

The depreéaion years brought about a number of changes

in the marker program. In 19353, the company which had been
manufacturing the roadside plaques went into bankruﬁtoy.

Soon afterward, the contract to manufacture markers was let

‘ S
to the Salem Foundry and Machine Works of Salem, Virginia. 6

Tha cholce proved to be a happy one, as the work of this

company proved most satisfactory in every respect. Home

35 The Department of Highways was asked to concur in
decislons as to the location of marker sites inasfar as
highway safety was involved.

36 Times-Dispatch, November 4, 1933,
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State manufacture of the markers not only seemed appro=-
priate but the factory location at Salem was to prove
another advantage. Hr. Pleasants was often in that viéin-
ity incidental to the normal discharge of other duties
with regard to the project, and was able at little incon-
venience to drop in and supervise actual factory operations.
During the depresslon, the amounts of money received
from taxation and other sources of revenue decreased and, as
a consequence, funds available for expenditure by the various
departments and divisions of the State were reduced on two
separate occasions by executive order.av To offset this dis~
advantage, certain costs incidental to the venture were
lowered, Marker costs, which were at first $45 per marker,
now fell to $30 each. Also, the cost of installation was
somewhat reduced., Neverthesless, the Division did not have
sufficient funds and, at times, the project was virtually at
a standstill. Despite these obstacles, i1t was announced in
1934 that 1200 markers had been erected, while inscriptions
had been prepared for 500 more markers when the funds became

availa.bleﬁ38

37 Times-Dispateh, January 20, 1933.

38 Times-Dispatch, July 16, 1934, These figures are
not to be interpreted as meaning that exactly 1200 markers
wore standing at that particular time, A marker erected
at a given site and subsequently destroyed was not neces-
sarily replaced, if in the interim, some other proposed
marker were deemed to be of greater significance in 1its
historical iImport. Also, the change of roads at times
nacessltated the removal of markers which, due to such
changes, were no longer on & traveled highway.
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During the mid-thirtles the Department of Highways
was able to provide the turnouts which had been needed.
This innovation enabled the motorist to pull off of the
main road and read the marker inscriptions without en-
dangering traffic,

The year 1937 was the tenth anniversary of the pro-
Ject. In October of that yesr, an editorial of apprecia-
tion regarding its benefits stated that 1ts originaiApurpose
had been almost completed. According to this stétament,
every oourthﬁuae green in the State was to have a marker
upon request of itas board of supervisors. Also, read the
editorial, "some replacements and f£ill-ins will be made
after which this valuable work will be wound up."39 Doubt=-
loas, the labor involved in providing replacements and £ill=-
ins was graéter than had been anticipated. Also, in account-
ing for the fact that the project was to continue indefinitely,
it 4s relevant to note an important principle which continued
to govern the activities of the Division., ' The agency c¢on-
sidersd #hat ons of 1lts objectives should be to increase the
interest of Virginians in their history. This broader con-
cept of 1ts dutles induced the Division to undertake many
additional activities unknown to the general public, It was
intereated in military campaigns which had been conducted in
Virglinia. It studied the routes taken by Cornwallis,
Lafayette and other generals, meny of which were too far

removed from highways to have markers erected depicfing the

39 Timeg-Dispatch, October 13, 19837.
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'evant‘ These marches were plotted on maps which made
possible the retention of historical data which might
otherwlse have been lost because of changing landmarka‘4o
Virginiatls atore of historical riches has included
many old homes. As time passed, more and more of these
homes burned. Therefore, the Division undertook a photow
graphic survey in which hundreds of the alder and more
historic homes were photographed, Becauss of this precau-
tion, the preservation of much that is of hiatérical
interest is assured.él The Division of History and Archae-
ology did much work in surveying battlefields of the State.
In surveying the Yorktown battlefield, the actual site of
Cornwallis's surrender was discovered and ascertained to
be some distance from the spot originally supposed to be

the surrender ground., An Intensive study was made of the

....battlefields around Richmond and the scene of the heavy .

fighting at Cold Harbor was thought to have been located for

the first time;éa'

The Divislon cooperated in the'deﬁelopment

‘of the Fredericksburg snd Petersburg Battlefleld Parks while

the Richmond Battlefield Park was developed as a Federal
project under the directlon of the Division.

40 H. J. Eckenrode, "History Division”,Conserving
and Developing Virginia, fReport of W. BE. Carson, Chairman,
July 26, 1926 to December 31, 1934) p. 72.

41 Ibid.

42 Ibid, p. 73.
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As early as 1928, Dr. Eckenrode was receiving fre=
quent requests to make talks on historical subjecta.45
Therefore, he asked the opinion of the Commission regard-
ing this new demand on his time. The Commission decided
that such duties should be assumed since they fell under
the broad aim of increasing historical intersst in the State,
Soon the Division wasg responsible for speeches and was pre-
paring newspaper and magazine articles concerning Virginia
history.

Increased interest in Virginia.hiatory‘led to the ox~
penditure of many hours in research iIn preparing a history

sultable for reading by the public.44

8t11l another interest,
which qulckly asaumed the proporﬁidna of a major project,
was the attempt to locate and sultably mark the graves of
distinguished Virginiens, In addition, large amount of cor=-
respondence dealing with Virginia history and activities of
the Diviai;n had to be answarad.45 Some attention waa even
given to the Indlan remains of the State although little
progress was made in this latter work due to the'lack of a
trained archaeologist.

The coming of World War II made it increasingly 4iffi-

cult to obtain iron needed in the manufacture of markers.

Therefore, it was decided in 1941 to terminate the program

43 Dodson, loc. cit., March 23, 1928.

44 Eckenrode, loc. cit., p. 74.
45 Ibld.



until after the war. The work was recommenced in 1946.

As the progrem came to exlist under Dr, Eckenrods,
the public~initiasted marker was a more or less routine .
procedure, Thus, if a society or individual wished to have
a marker erected to a ﬁerson or event, the gradually sccepted
method was to gather all available historical data relating
to the particular subject of their interest, These facts,
authenticated insofar as possible, were used in writing an
-agourate, clear-ocut account of the historic&lbepiaode“unaer
consideration showing its significance to State or national
history. Then, in antiuipation.of its accéptance, the whole
was condensed ihto 8 few well chosen words suitable for in-
sdription on one of the roadside plaques.  The stary,‘in-
saription, and any documentary evidence in 1ts support ﬁould
be sent po/the Division of History and Archseology. Workers
of the Division would check the facts and 1f they thought
the subject deserving, would pass all material relating to
1t elong for further consideration by the. History Advisory
Committee., If ﬁhe History Advisory Committee concurred in
finding the subjsct hiatofically Justifieble, a marker was
ordered for erection. The final text of the inscription,
howsver, was subject to the approval of the Division and
needed chﬁngas were often made. Similarly, while considera-
tion was glven to the wishes of the apbnsor in selecting the
marker site, the Division remained the final authority.

By 1948, the material used in the manufascture of

markers had undergone further change. It has been seen that
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the material first used for this purpose was an aluminum
alloy and that cest iron was substituted as the aluminum
proved unsatisfactory. Since cast iron was difficult to
secure after World War II, a superior aluminum alloy was
now used in the manufacture of markers, This aluminum
marker proved very satisfactory and had the advantage of
being light and more easily handled than cast iron. Thesse
plaques, costing $60 at first, had in 1948 reached $72.46
This price was exclusive of transportation or other charges.
Later the price was to go even highar.47 The markers weighf
ing approximately 80 pounds, exclusive of the pipe-posis,
are 3% feot wide and 3% feet high, except in the center,
where the améll triangle as a setting for the State Seal
rises to an additional helght of same 6 inches. The plaques
are Z-inch thick although this dimension is inoreased to a
full inch on the edges. The symbol is at the top of the
marker followed by the title and body inscriptlon. Beneath
the latter is mother inscription glving the exact 1ocation'
oflthe marker, while at the b&ttam,,appearing in small
letters, it the name of the agency approving the marker and

the year in which the plaque was manufacturad.48

46 Copy of letter from Division to Oklshoma Histori-
cal Society, December 16, 1948.

47 Cost of erecting a highway plaque in 1950 was esti-
mated as follows: $75 for the marker, 85¢ for pipe-post, with
$25 being allowed for installation. It may be noted too that
per-unit cost of markers might vary wlth number ordered.
December, 1950 memo in files of Division of History.

48 December, 1950 memo in files of Division of History.
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Although the inséription may contain as few as a
dozen words, space permits the use of as many as 60 words,~
depending on the length of the words and the size of the
lettering. Three-inch title letters were sometimes used
with two-inch body letters which permitted the use of 9 lines

" of 30 spaces each. The more usual procedure, however, was

the use of two-inch title letters with 1l4-inech letters for
the body inseription which permits the use of 13 lines of
35 spaces each. These inscriptiona‘in black block lstters,
rising in relief to & height of 5/32 of an inch, afford
splendid visibility against the aluminum white of the "floor"
or face of the marker.49

In late years, exact marker sites have been sgelected
with oconsideration for the expense of constructing turnouts,
Preferably these sites were near some secondary road lead-
ing to the historical aubject;So Curves as locations were
avolded, State laws have come to the assistance of those en-
gaged In the project too, for while markers are usually
located close enough to the highway to be on State property,
there 1s another alternative, Markers may be erected on
private property. This privilege known as "easemént" is
based on the consent of thé property owner. Easement ia a
written agreement between the State and the property owner
giving the installing agency permission to erect a plaque
on such private land. This privilege is granted voluntarily

49 JIbid.
50 Ibid,
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by the property owner and may ba terminated at any time
~on his requost, State law provides that the exact deaign
of the Virginia Harker may not be copled and that none
but this duly authorized highway marker may be lnstalled
on Virginia highwaya.ﬁl

"~ Once a site was determined, a hole was dug and cement
poursd leaving the pipe-post 7 feet long and 3 inches wide,
to which the marker was attached, firmly imbeddsd in a |
cement cone 3 faet deep and 18 inches wide. A card is maine
tained in the offi#a'showing the life history of sach
markar.az It is interesting to note that fewer markers are
destroyed or injured now than formerly, This fact is no
doubt,due; in part, to the turnouts which were provided make
ing 4%t possible to move the markera further béﬁk from the
highway wﬁérs thay worae less likely to be hit by passing
>.aatomobilea or trucks. It 1s encouraging to think, too,
that educational pfoceasea and other enlightening influences.
may have dscreased the number of marker injuries uhiéh wore
hitherto due to vandalism. Individuals who may have acci-
dentally deastroyed & marker are asked to pay only the actual
cost of the marker with no allowance being made for the

other costs incldentsl to the erection of a plaque.sa

51 Ibid, Decamber;lgse memo in files of Division of
History, p. 2+ «

52 Ibid, December, 1950 memo in fllea of Divislon
of History, Ps l.

83 Copy of letter from Division to Happahannock
Lumber Company, March 16, 1951,



A number of changes too, have been made in the
method of preserving our roadside plaques. Experience has
taught that ths markers which are exposed to various
weather conditions should be painted every two or throee
years.54 Many experiments have been conducted to deter-
mine the most effective paint, and the sasiest and most
. economical method of applying this coating. The result
has been the madoption of a highly satisfactory paint and an
equally satiasfactory method of application. The first Ime
provemanﬁ to be noted in the painting was the practica‘of
performing the operation on the spot rather than removing
the plaques to a central location for the purposa; Still
the painting which was done with a brush was a laborious
task. Tharefore,'it was decided to use the spray method of
applying the paint. This experiment was successful and
spraying has become the approved method qf applying paint to
the markers. This then is a survey of those procedures
wailch brought the program‘to 1ts near-completion just bew-
fcfe the project was placed ugder new authority by the re-

organization of the governménbs

54 Copy of letter from Division of History to Charles

%vzns, Secretary, Oklahoms Historical Soclety, December 16,
948, '
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CHAPTER II

In beginning his work Dr. Eokenrode was quick to
reallize the many important happenings which had teken
place in Virginia., He was to use his knowledge of im-
portant events most effectively., It may be admitted too
that Dr. Eockenrode was fortunate in having so muech history
from which to draw in presenting his own Roadside history
of ocur Stats. The most important events which héd taken
place seemed to arrange themselves roughly into three ime
portant periods.

From a standpoint of interest Virginia hisfory got
off to a propitious start., The SARAH CONSTANT, GOODSPEED,
and the DISCOVERY, of course, brought the settlera who
were/to establish the first permanent English settlements
to bs made in the New World. Once established at Jamestown
thege settlers had to adapt themselves to 1life in & new
land. They were to encounter hardships, many of which were
due to thelr own foolhardiness, Smith saw that crops ware
planted, that shelter was provided, and that the sick re-
ceived the proper care. It was he who led them against the
Indians. HMost important of all, perhaps, John Smith sup=-
plied the patience, courage, and wisdom which prevented
complete extermination of the colony.

Tradition links him romantically with Pocahontas and
this relationship between whites and Indians presents

another individual worthy of note in Powhatan, the father
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of the Indian Princess. The romantic marriage betwsen
John Rolfe and Pocahontas, which seemed to presage future
friendly relations between the two races, ended in her
death. The terrible Indian massacre of le22, followed by
a similar tragedy in 1644, incited the whites to make war
on the Indians which led to the gradual withdrawal of the
Indians from eastern Virginia.

Time was to bring many pictursaque personalities to
the struggling colonles. Governor Berkelay was such a
figure. It was not until meny years later, embittered by
the reverses under the Commonweslth, that Barkeley was to
exhibit an intolerance which was to bring him inte sharp
eonflict with an aarly advocate of a more representative
governmant.- The ensuing war between theso two outstandingly
able and attrsctive loaders adds another colorful page to
Virginia history. This memorable conflict, beginning when
Bacon had dared to fight the Indians without the consent of
Berkeley, had ended abruptly with the death of Bacon. Yet,
the many incidents aurrounding the uprising affords a wealth
of material to the scholar who wishea to present not only
important but sensational history.

Other important Individusls soon came onto the stage
of Virginia history. Some of those individuals were to make
an indelible impression on contemporaries., Thomas or Lord
Culpeper, the reciplent of vast domains from James II,
Francis Nicholson, and William Byrd are typical examples of
early colonial gentlemen who not only exerted tremendous ine

fluence cverAcolonial affalrs but continue to have great
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gontimental appeal for those students of this period.
The fine home which Byrd bullt at Westover where he
gathered a fine library 1s typleal, too, of the many fine
old homes which began to be built by other wealthy planters.
The plcturesque figure of Alexander Spotswood ia
another object of great historical interest. The bullding
of the powder magazine at Williamsburg and the buiiding of
iron furnaces are examples of odnstructiva achiavamgnt
initiated by this Governor, which commend him to those of
a practicel turn of mind, The building of iron furnsces
was Important because it meant that ths colonists would no
longer send to England for their ploughs, axes, and tools
which they needed, Thus Alexander Spotawood, while initiat-
ing an innovation of sound economic value and convenience,
also prnmpted the early settlers to take those first steps
in gaining seconomic independence of the Mother Country,
Spotswood is well remembered, too, for his part in a
historic expedition. Up until this time little was known
of the land that lay beyond ﬁhs Blue Ridge Mountains, As
Governor Spotswood felt thaﬁ he should be familiar with this
more distant land, he thoughtvlt might prove advantageous to
send settlers there. Disdaining the simple method of send=
ing experienced woodsmen and explorera, Spotawood orgenized
and led an expedition himself. On the return from this ex-

pedition of romance and exploration, Spotfwood organized the

order of "EKnights of the Golden Horseshoe" and gave to each
of those who had accompanied him a.tiny golden horseshoe.

In a way, Spotswood's expedition was a forerunner of similar
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exploits carried out by Daniel Boone and other hardy pio=-
neers at a later date. |

Among the other phases of Virginia history to which
Intereat is directed none is more unfailing in its appeal
than that of the esarly church. A numper of religilous de=-
nominations, 1né1uding‘Puritan and Quakar;were among those
reﬁresented in Virginia. A study of old churches is most
intriguing because of their many human-aﬂsqciatiuna. In cer=-
tain instances, no doubt, an individual may -have been
christened in a church, continued to attend the same church
as a young adult and be married there, and still later be
buried in its cemetery.

Anyone entrusted with the responsibility of meking a
dramatic roadside presentation of our history might wéll have
looked with favor upon the church, an institution intimately

related to the most vital events of human existence, birth,
| marriage and dsath.

As the years rolled by, a gigantile struggie befwaen
England and France for possession of the'Haw World was to
precipitate the French and Indian War., Events immedlately
preceding the outbreak of hostilitles were to foous attention
upon & young man who, within a perlod of twenty years, was to
win fame fighting under two flags. At this time, the immedlate
‘boint of dispute was the Ohio Valley. Both the French and
English ware building forta in this area so vital to the plans
of both nations. Dinwlddie, Governor of Virginia, decided to

_aendka messenger asking the French to withdraw. The young
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man selected for this lmportant and dangerous miasioh was
Goeorge Washington. This 500-mlle Journey begun in October,
1753, was to prove fruitless, |

San Braddock was in the New World beginning prepara-
tlons for an attack on the French and their Indian allles.
It was abt Alexandrla, in Virginia, that he collected his
army. It was past Winchester and Wills Creek that Braddock
marched on his way to a French and Indlan ambush, a terrible
defeat, and his own unknown grave, This disaster holds
further romantic intersst for Virginians bscause it was the
same young Virginian, George Washington, who advised General
Braddock in fighting the Indians to use the same methods which
they themselves employed. Finally, it was Washington who
took charge of the remnants of Braddock's demoralized troops
after so many of his oncs proud army had been slain by the
French and Indians who had been lying in wéit for thelr enemy.

The defeal of Braddock left the western frontier open
to'haatile attacks by the Indians. Hasty preparations were
now made to defend the west against those attacks. Forts
were bullt, one of which was at Winchestor, where Washington
had hls headquarters for several years after Braddock's
defeat. Despite all precautions, however, Indians attacked
the frontier settlements and such assaults were to continue
even after the final defeat of the French under Montcalm at
Quebec.

Those stirring events of the Revolution, which were to

give birth to our nation, immediately recall the names of
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many whose deeds of groeatness have kept them before the~_
public eye and who, therefore, need not be mentioned in
this sketch. Suffice 1t 1s to say that Virginla may feel
particularly proud of this confliet in which so many of
her famous sons took such a prominent part. The capture of
the Northwest Territory by George Rogers Clark, a Virginian,
was a spectacular victory and one which was equally important
1ﬁ its consequenaes.s5
 Virginians took an extremely important part in those

labors and responsibilities incldental to the building of a
new nation. A period of rapld growth was to follow and in
a remarkably short apan of years the young natlon was ready
to inflict a second defeat on what had been the Mother Country.
This second vichory in the War of 1812 marked the coming of
age of’our’own country..

A victory over Nexico was & milestone in another perilod
of progress and éxpansion which was to be brought to an end
by the Civlil War, The extremely important part which Virginia
and Virginlans played in this gigantic conflict was to insure
" her of a rich legacy of noble deeds in behalf of what at Appo-
mattox becames the "lost cause'. vAppomattox wes & sad day for
Virginia but a day which marks the beginning of & stronger
union which was to be the basis of greater naticnai achlieve-

ment,

55 Arthur C. Bining, Asa E. Martin and Morris Wolf,
This Our Nation (New York, Newson and Company, 1950)
ppe 108-09.
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Virginia was to teke an active part in the many inw
ventions, discoveries and improvements which were to.pro-
mote the welfare of our civilization. Some of the inven-
tions had been made relatively aariy. In fact, 1t may be
sald that Virginians initiated a number of inventions and
that this determination to improve mants lot spread to
scientifically-minded men of other states. It was James
Rumsey, for instance, who first successfully sonstructed a
steamboat at Shepherdstown. Cyrus HcCormick,(born in
Réckbgidge County, invented the reaper. This single invenw
tion was of inestimable value to those farmers the world over
who raised wheat. An inventor who performed a great service
for women was James Gibbs. This Virginian invented the sew-
Ing machine which did so much to lighten the labors of women.

Matthew Fontalne Maury was a distinguished scientlst
-who made discoveries which helped seamen not only of his own
state and nation but those who traveled the seas throughout
the world., William Holmes McGuffey, for many years a pro=-
fessor at the University of Virginia became famous for his
Eclectic Readers.

Virginia's responsiveness to the educational needs of
her youth 1s the reason that those examples of individusal
contributions just cited are but typical of the many made by
other leaders of our Stgﬁe. None knew better than Robert E.
Lee the need of teacheré ané good schools and when after the
war he was seeking a pcéition in which he could most benefit
his war impoverished State, it was to the fileld of education
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that he turned,

Lee advised the youth of this and other southern
statea to forget all bitterness of the recent conflict and
~to work in hermony with their conquerors 8o that~peaee and
proaperity might be restored. Many years have passed since
this wise admonition., In following the precept and example
of a beloved leader, our State has again arisen to a posi-
tion of leadership and has been closely identified ﬁith the
many interests of the union. We have since cooperated in
 the fighting of three wars and now share the manifold prosper-
ity of a great and united nation. Virginlans may boast of
our good schools, great factories, prosperous business
houses, modern hospitals, fine churches, productive farms,
and beautiful highways. Also, we have a rich history of
which we méy be prqud and which, when presented, is of great
interest to thoée who dwell without our borders but who, on
occasion, tour our State. ‘

This briefﬁsketch of but an infinitesimal partlof our
State history and, therefore, but suggestive in its implica-
tions will, iﬁ is hoped, encourage the reader to review
mantallj the many historical facts of which he has knowledge
and which it becomes incumbent upon us to share as a contri-
bution to the intellsctual and cultural enjoyment of those
disposed to vislt our State.
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CHAPTER IIX

It is a tribute to the diplomacy of Dr. Eckenrode
that those of widely varied origins and outlooks may pass
along the highways of our State and find some marker inbcripu
tion which enables them to identify themselves with some
person, some interest, or undertaking of which they may feel
proud, While preserving historical authentleclty, Dr. Eckenw
rode presents the history of our State in such a way that
historical facté which may not redound to the credit of cer«
tain groups are submerged by a recognition of“tbe'worthwhile
contributions made by those of similar 1dent1ty; Thus,
those having Indian blood who may be embarrassed by the de-
prodations of some of thelir ancestors may find consolation
in the facb’ﬁhat.athar markers hopnor the Indian, that members
of that race are much réspacted, while Pocahontas is one of
the most romantic of figures,>®

Those from the north whq may wonder if a touch of
bitterness remains in the hea%ts of Virginians over incle
donts of the Civil War may be reassured by the falr and dis-
passionate statement of militéry fact on our markers., Our
visitors are made'to feel welcomey that they may study
| history in i1ts natural habitat as 1t were and be lndelibly
impressed by information relating to past events of interest

668 State Historical Markers of Virginia, sixth
edition, p. 136. -
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imparted to them on the soil rendered sacred by those very
nistorical happenings. No doubt but that on cccasion dis-
eretion urged Dr. Eckenrode to move cautiously lest he
offend the sensibilities of people within our own State.
A specific example may be found in the disregard of an
interesting though tragic event transpiring in a small town
of Carroll County. The directors of the marker project
probably thought that the historical recency of the eplsode
obviated the possibility of presenting it tactfully.

| A study of the various marker subjects and thoir loca~
tlons emphasize the fundamental facts of history with regard
to our State., The results which we reach today might have
baen predicted yeéra ago because of the very circumstances
of which they are but a natural outgrowth. Tidewater, the
first part'of our State to be settled, was for many years
ita richest and most thickly settled natural division. As
such, 1t had the largest number of political and religlous
leaders, the largest plantations and the finest homes and
ehurches. In short, this region had the most important history.
The great natural harbor of this region with four natural
arteries of travel in its rivers, in addition to the Chesa-~
peake Bay, caused it to receive a continued influx of immi-
grants which contributed to the condition already described,
, With the coming of the Revolutlionary War and the ad-
vent of the second great era of our history, those same
natural advantages which had been used in producing a thriv-

ing colony now became the very means through which this new
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civilization as troops from the Mothsr Country landed in
Virginia. Thesae same conditions prevailed and were in-
tensified, if anything, during the Civll War and the bepine
ning of the third important historlical era, as the Tidewater
section, became all important in the attempt to take Riche
monds Thus, the decisive stage of two great wars was
reached in this section:s The primacy of the section con-
tinues to exist, too; in at least one respect: namely,
Tidewater has more miles of through highway then any other
section of our State. Since Tlidewater has more history and
more miles of highway on which to exhibit that history, it
is logleel to think that 1t should have more markers. Thus,
State plaques designate more places of historical interest
in this natural region than in any other section of compar-
able aizeﬁy It 1s this conformity to the predictable‘which.
makss & study of our highway markers most interesting.

Casual attention to the Clvil War Harkers might lsad
the traveler to conclude that these plaquos represent a nisge
cellansous number of Individual engagoments taking place dur
ing the great intersectional conflicts This conclusion would
be erroneous: It is trus that a number of single sngagements
are depicted which are unreleted to a goneral plani An ex-
ample may be found in Elizabeth City County where a marker
~ points out the locale of the naval battle between the Vir-
ginla and the manitarssv On the whole, however, these

£7 . Ibid, p. 202.
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markers deslignate troop movements of armies engaged In
cempaigns as those of PFlrst and Second Manassas, Seven
Days Battlés and Fredericksburg. Loglcally considered,
the various moveoments and conflicts depicted by the indl-
vidual markers merge into the larger scale, more signifi~
cant campalgns, which, in turn, mark the ebb and flow of
Confedesrate fortunes.

Churches are of great interest to the publie. Age
end historical assoclations are the basis on which churches
are selected as subjects of historical interest to be de-
picted on our highways. Typical of the especially appeele
ing early Colonial Episcopal churches now standing, to
which attentlion is invited through marker inscriptions,
none 1s more certain to arouse interest than St. Peters in
New Kent County. David Mococum, its pastor, known to have
married George Washington and the widow Custis, and, as was
thought by many in this very church, gave 1t the proper
hiatorical‘background.58 Por years St. Poters was known as
the church in which Washington was married. When it was
discovered that he was married elsewhere, possibly in the
home of the bride, this church was often spoken of as the
church in which Washington was not married,

Parson Moccum, who served as pastor of S5t. Peters for
40 years, seems to have been a great personality. Despite

his unpredictable temper, which Bishop Meade readily excused

58 News Item 1in Richmond News Leader, September 30, 1934.
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on the grounds that the Parson "was four.timas married
and much harassed by his iﬁat wife", this minister
apparently did much to papularize his church. At the be-
ginning of the Civil War,‘sﬁ@ Petors was a prosperous
church with a lérgé attendance, It was much abused during
the Civil War and a compan& of soldiers from Hartford,
Connecticut wrote theilr names on 1ﬁs wallss Desplte the
* fact that many of its members were either killed during the
- war or moved their membership, contributions, some of which
were ?eceived from the north, made it possible to rebuild
st. Patera.sg
| Robert "King" Carter and the traditions which sur-
round this remarkable man lend fame to Christ Church, Lan-
casbter County, which "King" Carter himself built on the site
of ths original church bullt by his father, John Cartar.so
' Among the members of Christ Church in Middleaex County
to the south of the Rappahannock were the Chicheleys and
Robert Beverley, father of the historian., The comparatively
recent interment in its cemetery of ex-Governor Montaguse
and the former Attorney-General Saunders add more interest
to Christ Church in Middlesex County. These and other old
Colonial Eplscopal churches of Tidewater are the more
interesting because of the vicissitudes of fortune to which

59 Ibid.

60 Henry I. Brock, Colonial Churches in Virginia,

p. 46.
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they have been subjectsed. A number of these were used
variously as school houses and hospitals and even as
stables by Federal troops.

Turning our attention to other religious faiths,
we find that the arrival of Reverend John Craig, a Pres-
byterian minister from Ireiand, marks the beginning of
Presbyterianism in the Valley,,ﬁs that pastor did much to
propagate his faith in ﬁhat aection.sl Augusta alone has
- four markers dasignaﬁing churches, all Presbfterian,
deemsd to be worthy of specisl interest. The congregation
“of oné of these churches to which the Reverend Cralg
ministered, that of Tinkling Spring, he found to be prosper-
ous but "théir leaders close~-handed about providing neces- |
gary things for pious and raiigiéﬁé uses,"62

The Presbyterian churches in the valley were custome-

arily built of stone due to the avallability of that building

d material in the valley., This 1s in contrast bo Tidewater}
churchas which were éf brick, The fact that the valiey
churches were not abandoned after Braddock's defgat iv a
tribute to the courage of John Craig who insisted on remain-
ing and bidding defiance to the French and Indisns. Another
famous church of the Presbyterian falth was Timber Ridge in
ﬁbckbridgs County. About the timé of the founding of‘this

church there was sharp division between two factions ol the

61 Ibid, p..86.
62 Ibid.
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church regarding outdoor revivals.63 George Whitefleld
had introduced the practice of outdoor preaching. One
 faction called the "New Side" approved the practice. The
other faction, however, the "0ld Side" in the words of
Brock, "opposed such goings on",

Lutheran churches are among those designated by
ouf State marker system. According to the custom of the
time, Alexander Spotswood purchased a storm-wrecked ship
of Germans who had planned to settle in Pennsylvania. IHe
héd these identured servants settle in Spotsylvania.
There they built Hebron Church which we are told is the
oldest Lutheran church in the country.64 Many of the
Lutherans later joined Presbyterian churches. Baétist and
Methodist churches were founded too, in other parts of the
State, which today have become very,interesting subjects of
our roadside plaques. |

01ld hlghways, taverns, birthplaces, old homes, and
academies are_to be numberedkémong the subjects used,as
marker inﬁérests. Many people are certain to respond to
homes, rich in their historical assoclations, beautiful in
their arcﬁitectural design, and lovely in their surround-
ings.

The story of how a small.academy with but twelve stu-
dents and a single teacher became a great educational institu-

tion is a most inspiring narrative., In 1830, leaders of the

63 Ibid, p. 90.
64 Ibid, p. 94.
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Baptist church in Virginis realized the need of a school

in which to train the young men who were interested in

thé ministry. At the time there was no seminary in our
State, so church leaders approached a certain young minister
with the request that he undertake the instruction of young
men who wished to enter the minlistry. -The young man,

Edward Baptist, was well fitted for the work which he agreed
to undertake, He had been graduated from Hampden Sydney
College and had eatabliahed.a reputation as a scholar and
pulpit orator.

The preacher turned teacher and for two years he in-
structed ministerial candidates at the farmhouse where he
lived in Powhatan County. The school which was operated
under the sponsorship of the Virginia Baptist BEducation
Soclety and was known as the Dunlora Academy, was to last
for a pericd of but two years, Edwafd Baptist resigned in
1832 and the school was moved to a large farm in Henrico
County.65 At 1ts new 1ocatien; near what has now become
Bryan Park, the new school became the Virginie Baptist
Seminary. A few years later another locaﬁion,and & new name
was in order., This move brought the school within the ecity
where at the present location of Belvederse, between Broad '
and Grace Streets, 1t became in 1840 Richmond College. Ab
this time, theological tralning was abandoned. The schobl

65 Iimes-Dispatch news item, October 10, 1948,
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remalned on this site for a period of seventy-four years
where it provided educational raciiitha}for tha'yéﬁng men
of Virginia and other states.

In 1914, Richmond College moved to its permanent loca-
tlon in Westhampton and i{ts adminiatrative funotiona were
enlarged to include the college of that name which had
operated as a woman's college since 1870. Under the new
administrative expansion the school became the University
of Richmond. The school has continued to receive funds from
Virginia Baptists and their support has erabled the University
to grow to its present size. - Thus, thaugnuthe‘initial pur=-
pose for which little Dunlora Academy waa/astablishad has
long since been abandoned, strong material and sentimental

ties continue to unite the University of Richmond with that

" religlious denomination which had founded the famous old

scademy, It was these sentimental ties which urged leaders
of the University to begin a search some years ago for the
site on which Dunlora Academy, the parent institution, had
stood more than a hundred years ago.66 Dr. Boatwright, for
many years President of the University, led in the search
assisted by Dr., Garnett Ryland, Secreotary of the Virginia
Baptist Historlical Society. The search for the original site,
long since forgotten, was to be full of discouragement.
Finally, after much diligent effort, and with the
asslstance of Mra. W. P. Joervey of Powhatan County, the little

66 Ibid.
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that remained of the rotting foundation of 0ld Dunlora
Academy was diacovered in Powhatan County. Strangely
enough, the site proved to be but a comparatively short
distance from the boyhood home of Dr. Boatwright, whose
father, Raverend Reuben B. Boatwright, had preached in the
naighborheoda After the discovery, plans were begun to
henor the spot on which the institution once stood with a
historical highway marker,57 At the dedication ceremonies,
held soon afterﬁar&,}cgaﬁcellor Boatwright and Congressman
Watkins Abbitt, deliveQad the principal addresses at the
highway sibte ssveral miles from the adademy ruins, Dr. Eokene
rode presented the marker while Dr. Garnett RHyland delivered
the benediction.s8 ) |

In prqsenting a chart indicating number and distribu-
tion of markers, a number of factora mllitate against the
practicabllity of attempting a more accurate computation than
has been achieved, In the first place, markers are being
deatroyed by accident from time to time and since no marker
replacements are being erected at present the number of
markers standing on a given date is necessarily affected.
Changes 1in highway routes, too, render soms ineffective, and
these together with others which are removed for reasons of

highway safety further deplete the number of roasdside plagues.

Further lnaccuracles may arise in making interest divisions.

1n 67 State Historlcal Markers of Viréinia, sixth edition,
P 2.

68 Times-Dispatch, news item, October 10, 1948,
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Cognizance has been taken of the varied phases of
history to which the marker insoriptiohé relate and an
attempt has been made to classify each according to the
particular aspect to which 1t mure'nsar{y pertaing.

Usually thia has boen easy since most Inscriptions per-

tain to but one phase of history. Inlother instances, tha
highway plaques are two or thrse-fold in their interest and
may direct the attentlon of the reader to saveral aspocta

of history which may represent a chronological span of more
than two hundred years. In the lattor case, 1t nmay be
difficult to determine the particular aspect to which the
marker inscription primarily relates and & final declsion
may well be opsn to controversy. For instanco, a marker e-
rocted at Kalvern Hill in Henrlco County, emphasiges the
fams of tha4old mansion which once stood on that site. Ine
scription further emphasizes the prominence of this mansion
in comnection with events of both the Revolutlonary and
Civil Wars.eg Since ssparate divisions have been mede fop
markors relating to old homes and to the Revolutionary and
Civil ¥Wsrs, 1% becomos diffiocult to decide, not only to which
class, but to waich of the three principal pericds (Vis.,
Colonial, Revolutionary md Civil War) thia marker should be
assignod, This overlapping of interesta which might be
called dual reference, ofton arises in connection with

churches,. A mumber of marker subjects clagsifisd as churohes

69 State Historical Markers of Virginia, sixth edie
tion, p. 36.




seem to ows their prominence to a rolationship with some
event of the Clvil War and might, tharefara, be clasalfied
according to this topic to shich they seem most relatsd.
Therefore, while it is not claimsd that the computation
which has been made 1s infallible as to total number, their
classification, the number of msrkers within a classifica-
tion, or the eras represent, it 1a belleoved that the degree
of exactness attained is ccnsiatant with tho foregoing con-
aidaratinna.vo

| It will be roadlly soen that the congestion of a city
might preclude ths practicability of inaballingkmarkara which
might be run over by some vohicle or which, more serliously,
might attract the attention of motorists and thereby create
additional traffic hazards. Indeed, many cities elther fore
bade the placing of markers within their limits or allowed
them to be placed there under very strict ragulatiana.ql
Tha development of higher mpeed automobiles has apparently in-
ersassd the precautionary maaéuras of safaty enginsers who '
sought in this way to reduce the mounting motor fatallitles.
Thersfore, the sites of many importent historical happenings
are unidentified and we find moast of our markers erected in

cauntias«va

70 Seo Appendix.

71 Richmond officlals have been reluctant to allow even
four markers to be erected within her city limits. A very
interesting article appsared in the August 22, 1647 issue
of the Times-~Dispatch in which the writer lamented a laock of
identification of many places of interest within the oity and
pointed out that marksrs placed on the building line might not
endanger traff'ic.

72 State-line and county-line markers of which thera are
approximately 276 are not included iIn this study.
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CHAPTER IV

‘Tha reorganization of the State government was to
have a sweeping effect on the marker project, Plans for
this proposed reorgenization had been under way for many
months and extensive studies had been made by the Burch
Commisgsion, headed by former Senator Thomas G. Burch of

Martinsville, and Griffenhagen and Assoclates. ©

On the~
bagsis of information gained from the reports of these
speclalists on State government, Govérnor Tuék, in January,
1948, recommended to the General Assembly the "telescoping"

of seventy departments into fourteen.74

The reorganization
plan which the Governor recommended to the General Assembly,
and which he predicted would save $900,000 in capital outlay
and $500,000 in amnmual recurring expenditures, touched every
phase of government,

Reallzation of the much discussed reorganization was
further actlvated when, on being granted the necessary
authority to carry out his prépaaal by the Genersal Assembly,
Governor Tuck, in April, 1949, appointed Charles J. Duke,
Bursar of the College of William and Mary and who had served
as a member of the Burch Commission, to make a further study

of reorganization plans.75 In his December report to the

73 Times-Dispatch, news item, March 9, 1947,

74 News Leader, news item, January 21, 1948,

75 Times-Dispatch, news item, April 25, 1948,
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Governor, which was applauded in the editorial column of
a Richmond newspapser, Mr. Duke was:Quotad as stating that
the reorganization of the Department of Conservation eand
Devalopment would save §$37,650 a year, lower its departe
mental operationvlc.s per cent, and reduce 1its personnel

76 one editorial concurred in ths Te-

by nineteen employees.
port with respect to the bivision of History and Archasology
which Mr, Duke suggested be discontinued after June, 1950,
. While taking note of the fact that the marker project
had been so skillfully executed as ﬁo gain national recognie
tion, the report pointed out that ths Division had been
organized originally for the sole purpose of erscting markers
and that by 1934 approximately 1000 markers had been erected,
while only some 400 had been erscted thereafter. The report
further stated, "It is the opinion of your staff and of a
committee of outstanding professional hiatoriane.in the State,
whose counsel was sought by your staff, that ths saturation
point in the historical marker systam has.about been raached."77
As to meeting the nead'of the limited amount of research
in the future which mightvarise in connection with the marker
project, it was stated, "Historical research can best be
undertaken by the State Library in cooperation with the Statets

institutions of higher learning. . By Statute the State Library

76 Times-Dispatch, editorial, Dscember 29, 1948, -

77 Charles J. Duke, Jr., "Report“on the Headquarters
Organlzation of the Department of Conservation and Develop=
ment." Chief-of-Staff, Richmond, December 28, 1948, p. 24.
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is responsible for preserving and publishing historical
documents of Virginia. The State’a educational institutions
are staffed with compstent and reputable historians and part-
time services could be made available for historical resesarch
more economically on a project basis.“78 |

. Cognizance was taken of the necessity of repairing,
painting, end otherwlse proserving the markers erected. In
observing that these services had formerly constituted the
duty of & full-time employee, in addition to a seasonal em-
ployee, the report continued, "In the course of this study it
was apparent that the duties of the separate maintanance
force to keep historical markers in good repair could be
agsumed by the flsld force of the Department of Highways see.
In the past the Department of Highways has been called upon
frequently when historical markers have been torn down or
_‘damaged. The Department of Highways has suppllied working
erews to the'Division of History and Archaeology to aaaist
the Division's fiold maintenance personnel, The approval of

the Department of Highways must be obteined before any histori-

cal markers can be erected on the highwaya. For this reason,
the rasponsibility for maintaining the historical markers in
the State has been transferred to the Department of Highways. 7
In eliminating the Division of History and Archaeology,
Mr, Duks dirscted that after January 1, 1949, the Division

was to retain only one hlstorian who, with a single clerk~

78 Ibid, p. 6.
79 Ibid, pp. 24-25,
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stenographer, would carry out 1ﬁa duties until June 30,
1949. At the snd of that date the slerk-stenographer
was to be cub off and the historian was to remain until
June 30, 1950, |

Drs Eckenrode did not await results of the reorganie
gation report which had the effect of transferring the
duties of erecting and maintaining the markers to the Dew
partment of Highways on Karch 15, 1948, snd the research
incldental to the projsct to the State Library on July 1,
1950, In November, 1948, it was announced that Dr. Ecken-
rode would retire on Deocembor 1. Later his ratiramant date
was 8ot at January 1, which enabled Dr. Eckenrode to round
out. twenty-two years of aérvice in the employ of his native
Sbata.sc

In line with the Duke report, Mr., ¥Wright, Chalirman
of the ccnservaiian and Development Commlission, asgresd not
to ask for additlonal funda\with which to malntain the Divie
sion. On December 31, it was announced by ¥r. Wright4thab
Hr, J. Re V. Daniel, an employes cof the Division since 1946,
had beon appointed to succeed Dr, Eckenroda and, dn =
accordancs with Mr. Duke's recosmmendations, would remain
to lock after duties of his office until its formal closing. -

Regarded from & detached standpoint arrangements thus

made for the continuance of the marker project seem sensible.

80 Hews Loader, nows item, Havémbaf 30, 1948,
8l Ibid, December 351, 1948.
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A Times-Dispatch editorial commenting on its provisibns

termed it a logical plan and ﬁddéd that "confirmatory
evidence 1s seen in the recent resignation of Dr. He J.
Eckenrode, director of the Division, effective this week." 68
Certainly, the elimination of the Division of History and
Archaaology effected an economy in carrying out the marker
work since, instead of the five persons formerly engaged in
the project, there is now but one and it 1s no longer neces-
sary to maintain a separate office. On the other hand, it
has been stated that an effective marker prcgraﬁ cannot be
maintained under the "unworkable Duke Reorganization Report"
and that in view of this all-important consideration
apparent savings cannot be calculated in terms of dollars.
Since the Reorganization Plan went into effect, fifty-
one markers have been aerected by the Highway Department on
authority of the History Division of the State Library. A
number of these markers were replacements. Five markera |
were pald for by the City of Lynchburg, while the coét of ro=-
placing & broken marker was defrayed by Korth Carolina which
assumed responsibility for this damage. Due to a lack of
aluminum, no additional markers have been ordered since
March 23, 1951. Hence, the highway marker pro ject remains

In temporary suspension.84

82 Times-Dispatch, editorlal, December 28, 1948.

83 For a list of positicna abolished and salary
savings, see Appendix.

84 Letter from J. R. V. Daniel, January 14, 1952,
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At what time the program will be recommenced is pro-
blematical. In the meantime, thefe are a number of subjects
under consideration which would make very interesting marker
sub jJects, One of these subjects is St. Paul's, the oldest
bhurch building in Prince Willlam County from a standpoint
of contlnuous service, Thia church was first Episcopalian
and then Presbyterian. Prominently connected with events of
the Civil Wer, 1t was used as a Confederate hospital and
later as a stable by the Federala. MNore than one hundred
Confederate soldlers are buried in its churchyard.8 The
Lewis-McHenry Duel of 1808, in vhich both principals were
killed, resulting in the outlawing of duslling in Vifginia,v
is the subject of a probosed markey to be srected in Mont«
gomery CQunby.86 Final disposition of these and other pro-
posed subjects awalt a more plentiful supply of aluminum which,
in turn, depends on an unpredictable future. '

In securing the proper basis on which to evaluate
this work, it is thought imparﬁant snd altogether appropriate
that differentiation be made between those facts which, when
portrayed on highways, are attractive to tourists and which,
therefore, are entirely in conformity with the original aim
of the work and other facts which may be less sensational in
théir nature but more local and more important in their histori-

cal implications. Failure to differentiate between the more

85 Division of History, file no. 58.
86 Division of History, file no. 88.
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sensational aspecta of history and that which 1s more
likely to have mass appeal on the one hand and other
historical lore, which fulfills a more fundamental need
on the other hand, 1s thought to be the foundation of some
censure of the project. In keeping in mind the original
purpose for which the program was begun, we are able to
attribute a cause and effect relationship in certain ine
stances and, therefore, to understand and sanction view-
points which might otherwise be attributed to the whimsical
fancles of those unmindful of some ococurrences which, though
local in nature, constitute a valuable addition to other
historical facts which, considered as a whole, constitute
our historical heritage. The original aim of the program
glves 1t a certain national aspect which, at times, runa
counter to loocal interesﬁa. It is at these points that
pbaaible criticisms may arise most readily. Those who but
dimly remember why the project‘was started are thoée most
likely to be most critical of lts execution., It is in evalu-
ating the highway plaques in terms of their intended role
as effective agents 1n popularizing our State rather than
as important instruments in disseminating historical facts
of a more local nature that we gain the proper perspsctive
which enables us to make a failr and impartial appraisal of
the work which has been done and which may be seen on our
roadslides. 7

Let us conslider the many Civil War markers. Accordiné

to some critics thé Civil Var receives far too much
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attention. In merely glancing through the guide to Vir-

ginie markers, the subject becomss the object of ménoton»

ous repetition as a perusal of the bulletin reveals whole
pages of marker 1nscripfiona which are devoted entirely to

the Civil War. Markers with reference to that subject, too,
may sesm monotonous to those who frequent highways adjacent

to Richmond on which numerous Civil War markers are prominent=-
ly displayed. It 1s readily understood how some'individuals
may think that the great struggle of 1861-656 1s unduly em=
phasized.

The emphasis, which has been placed on intersectional
strife, may be questioned both from certaln psychological
angles and from the standpoint of the historian seriously
interested 1h diffusing important historlcal Information.
Might thla emphasis 6n our Oivil Var be construed as a glori-
fication of war? Does it prompt those who view the plaques
dealing with the subject to live too much in the past? MNost
important of all, does it focué attention ﬁpon those persons
and events relating to the destructive art of war to the ex-
clusion of many of the more useful and constructive arts?

For instance, the exploits of Jubal A. Early as a
warrior are emblazoned on & number of markers while Dr., Hunter
McGuire, at one tlime Hedical Director of the Army of the
Shenandoah and who, after the war was ended, engaged in many

constructive activities for the benefit of mankind is not
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mentioned at all,®” Similarly, General Hunter's, the
northern general's campalgn of pillage is widely‘publia
cized through our State marker project, while William
HeGuffey, a northern educator who settled in our midst and
became widely known for his beneficence, receives no men-
tianaBB Therefore, while some individuals lament the rela-
tively large number of Civil War markers and the affect of
these markers, there is anothef side to the question,
Gonerally speaking almost everyone 1s interested in
some phase of war. The movement of armies and, as 1t often
appears to the uninitiated, the interesting journeys of
large groups of men with the attendant implications of armed
conflict invest military exploits with a haleo of romance.
Virginia is extremely rich in its Civil War associations.
The removal of the Confederate Capitol fronm Montgomery to
Richmond, of course, provided the magnet-like attraction which
drew those hostile armies from éhe north, The prolonged
attempt to take Richmond led togone of ﬁhe most gigaﬁtic
struggles In the history of the world for tﬁe possesslion of

87 This man, whose attainments in the fleld of medi-
cina have been widely acclalmed throughout the nation,
was born in the Shenandosh Valley at Winchester, During the
war he is coredited with organizing the "Reserve Corps
Hospitals of the Confederacy" and perfecting the "ambulance
Corps", After the war he was a leader in establishing what
is today the Medical College of Virginia, while he himself
organized the St. Luke's Hospital, In addition, he wrote
extensively on medical subjects. .

88 Dictionary of American Blography (New York:
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1943), pp. 57«58,
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¢
one strateglc place. Massive armies entered the State
to fight, crossAand recross,its‘boundarias. Many of the
dead, friend and foe allke, were buried in Virginia
cemeteries, whille Federal prisoners of war were confined
in that prison made infamous by circumstances - Libby
Prison. |
A great proportion of the great northern generals
were at some time engaged.in Virginia, while the 0ld
Dominion supplied some of the most able and colorful sou-
thern generals whé spent much of their effort in defending
their home state. The colorful activities and untimely
death of Jackson and Stuart hava"madé them fascinating
figures to north and south alike. The Shenandoagh Valley
is, of course, the locale of the famous "Valley Campalgn
and the brilliance of its planning and execution have made
'it a "Mecca" to the militarily minded from many parts of the
‘worlde |
| In the great naval base of Hampton Roads, then, as now,
the greatest naval base on earth, was fought the first battle
between iron-clad ships =~ the'Merrimac and Monitor. The
Battle of New Market symbolizes the dash and bravery of the
young V.M.I. Cadets whovpartipipatad in that battle fo save
the Shenandoah Valley as the granery of the Confederacy. The
last.Battle of4Cedar Creek is equally remembered by the
Federals. It was in thls battle that General Sheridan made
his famous ride from Winchester to arrivé on the battleground

in time to turn the tide of conflict in favor of the Federals.
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The Battle of the Cfater at Pebtesrsburg 1s much publicized
not only because of its relative Importance but because of
the sensational nature of the military exploit involved.
This then is why our Civil War Markers are so Interesting
to those who visit in our State. A large percentage of our
visitors probably had a great grandfather or some other near
relative who fought in Virginia. Soms of these tourists may
even have a relatlve who was killed and perhaps was burled
In our 3State. Regarded in this perSpactiva; such arocas, con-
centrated into a comparatively small area, may be revered as
hallowed ground entrusted to our care,‘which we should pro-
serve and’proparly identify, that people from distant places
may come and view those spots which their forebears trod and
on which they fought. Gould those in charge of the project
and entrusted with the duty of inteérsesiing tourists, neglect
happenings related to the Civil War when these events ware
mors likely to interest visitors than any other phase of our
history? Should not everyone df the imporﬁant facts relating
to the war have beon used as marker subjects under the circume
stances? Also, could the avowed plan of Dr. Eckenrode to
designate troop movements on highways have bsen effected with
fewer plaques? These are the considerations which make us
hesitate to state that there are too many plaques which con-
cern those persons, places, and occurrences which pertain to
the great conflict of 1861-65,

We now come to another possible criticism of the

markers, Might any of them be considered trivial in their
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historical relevance? This of course would be a nebulous
type of criticism whioch waﬁld be hard to prove or disprove
and tha true validity of which would depand on & number of
factors relating to public iInterest and known psychological
facts. No phase of the marker question could be more
controversials To one individual the inscription of a plaque
might be meaningful and engrossing, while to another person
of different background, 1t might be meaningless and of little
significance,

Let us consider a marker erected in Middlesex County
of which the followlng is a part of the inscription: "Near
here in June, 1608, Captain John Smith was hurt by a stingray

- while fishing in the river.“sg

To the lover of history famil-
iar with the early settlement at Jamestown this inscription re~=
calls the terrible hardships of the firast several years which
wera endured largely through the inspired leadership and courage
of Captain John Smith, The great importance of Smith, then,

to the welfare of the colony, aftachas equai importance to one
of his strange adventures.

It will be recalled that John Smith was very much
interested in the New World to which the settlers had recently
come, It was but natursl then for one of hias adventurous spirit
and inquisitive mind to spend considerable time in éxploring

the country. This Smith did, going as far up the Potomac as
the present €1ty of Washington and as far up the Chesapeake

_ 89 State Historical Markers of Virginia, sixth
edltion, p. 100,
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Bay as the present city‘of Baltimofe, On one of these
exploring trips near fthe mouth of thelnappahannock‘ﬁiver-
he and his men beached their boat on a sand bank and
~attempted to catch some very strange-looking f£1sh which
had aroused their curiosity. These fish had long talls
.which closely resembled a saw, Finally, Smith was éble to
stick his sword in one after which he began to p#llrit
towards him, Just as Smith was about to take it in his
hand the fish wiggled his tail around and stung him severs-
ly‘in the wrist: A few moments afterward the spot on which
ha‘had been stung began to turn purpla'and Smith¥§ arm be«
‘gan to swell, Soon his shoulder, too, began‘td'éwall and
Smith became deathly sick. Gonvinced that}he was going to
dle, Smith picked out a spot at which he requested his men
to bury him. Finally, Sm1th bogan to get bettérana,»gfter
the wound was rubbed with a certain kind of oll, he soon
fecoverad,go o

Not only is the 1nciden£33ust roviewed an unusual oce-
~ourrence but one which.might easily have had a disastrous
effecty Death to Smith, the man who controllad the-deatiny
bf the little settlement, might easily have meant the extinc-
tion of that smell colony to which we now proudly refer aa‘
the first permanent English settlement made in the New World,
~ In thus analyzing in the light of its larger implications
v:irwhat at firat might seem to be’a trivial incident,twe find

that 14 gains tremendously in importance‘énd significance.

A genulne 1liking for and understanding of nistory, and

90 John Esten Cooke, Stories of the 0.d Dominion, ps 49.
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~ the ability to see the relationship between events, are
qualitiaa which enable the student to ses in the apparent-
1y trivial an incident of éeep significance. No doubt that
ell of our Virginia marker 1nscr1ptiona, if viewed thrdugh
the discerning eyes of the historlan, would be intéresting
and meaningful. For instance, let us think of two markers
erected in Chesterfield end inscribed as followsy

Leels Headquarter591

At the Clay home to the east Lee golng to the
defense of Petersburg, had hls heaaquarters on
June 17, 1864,

82
Advance of Petersbhurg

Here the Union Army of the James, on May 9, 1864,
turned southward towards Petersburge..

~ These markers, if read ﬁurriedly and without thought as to
their deeper meaning, may seem trivial. Yet, these same
markers may quicken the pulses of those individuals of an
imaginative mind interested in military history and they may
thrill to the sound of marching{feet that trod that section
almost a century ago. Many marker inscriptions which/seem
trivial at first may keep alive the flame of historical
interest, help to relate events in their proper importance,
give detalls or supplement known historical facts and there-
by fulfill worthwhile needs, |

| The opinion has been expressed that many of the markers
are too far froﬁ the interaests with which they deal. Accord-
ing to this opinion markers should be preferably within

91 State Historical Markers of Virginia, sixth esdi-
tion, P 24.

92 Ibid.
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sight of thelr subjeocts and at the most should be not more
than two miles distant., 1In considering the above opinion,
1t is 1lluminating to give thought to the following facetious
though truthful statement, "Headliners in history were unad—
commodating when they melected out-of-the way places to per-
form the deeds which made them ramous.“95 And further in |
the same article we read, "The Commonwsalth of Virginia
roalizing that 1t is physically impossible to accommédata the
main highways to history and atiil keep them as direebvas pos-
sible, has moved her history to the highﬁayzs-."g4

Were we to subscribe to the bellef that markers more
than two miles from their historical sites are not effective
we would be provided with a standard enabling us to divide
the plagques roughly into three classifications. Those markers
whose inscriptions bear the words ”heré“, Yat thils point" or
some other phr&sa indicating thatvthe plaéue is approximately
at the subject would, of course, be ideal from a standpoint
of location. Those markers whiéh bear the inseription “near
here", "nor far from here" etec., or give an actual distance
indlcating that they are not more than two mileg from their
sub jects, would be in a second class. The location of these

plaques, whille not ldeal, would be satisfactory. The third

93 The Highway Mapgazine, June, 1932, vol. XXXIII,
no. 6‘ P 1. \

94 Ibid,



class would include those markers which are more than two
miles from their subjects and which would, therefore, be
considered ineffective.

Doubtless, Dr. Eckenvrode was keenly aware of the
psychological advantage of putting the markers as close as
possible to the historical sites to which they'fslated. It
follows that he was anxieﬁa to get this advantage. It often
‘happened that inaccessibility made 1t inadvisahie to erect
memorials to certaln episodes. In such cases, if previous
~plans had begn made to raccgniza such spots, they were
abandoned. In other instances the question as to whether a
marker should be erscted created the regrettable neceésity
of choosing between two evils - that of erscting no marker
or of locating a plaqus at a distance which they recognized
as being a conslderable distance from the subject to which it
pertained, Probably they felt that failure to put up certain
markers would constitute neglect of historical facts which
would have unusual interest appeal to tourists. Mention may
be made of ths fact too that in all instances in which the
markers could not be at the historic site they were located
as close as possible to some secondary or other road 1eaaing
to the actual site.

In eny event, some of our most interesting memorials
pertain to historical sites which lie a considerable d istance
away. For inatance, the marker in Rockingham County depicte

ing the Battle of Cross Keys is three miles removed from the

69
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actual scene of the battla.gs The plaque in King Williem
County which relates to the Pamunkey Indians is eight miles
from the reservation. Another marker of unﬁaual interest =
that erected to Montpelier and Madison's tomb - 1s five miles
from its subject.gs White House in New Kent County, Brandon
in Prince George County, and Green Spring in James City
County, average a distance of five mliles from the markers
which point out and recount the history of the famous old
mansions.97 A plaqus honoring Patrick Henry, our greatest
orator, is seven miles from the ectual birthplece, while

the plaque designating the site of the Westmoreland Assocliaw-
tion, one of the first united protests against the Stamp Act
and whose resolutions were drafted by Richard Henry Lee, is
seven miles from its intersst.>® Fin&lly, that memorable
surrender at Yorktown on which we base our independence is
recounted on a roadside memorial seven miles away in Warwlek
: Gounty;gg The number of markers which are more than five
miles from the subjects to which they pgrtéin is not large,
A careful study of those markers, which are a comparatively
long distance from their historical sites, aeems to indicate
that‘they were considered to be of such significance that

95 BState Historical Narkers of Virpginia, aixth edi-
tiqn, Pe B7. .

96 Ibid, p. 96,
97 1Ibid, pp. 43, 99, l27.

98 Ibid, p. 32.
99 Ibid, p. 129.
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they should be brought to the attention of the publia re-
gardless of the psychological ﬁisadVantagé of not being in
close proximity to their subjects. It is not thought that
the endas of justice would be served in criticizing
Dr. Eckenroda for a procedure which seems to be perfectly
proper, |

| Also, those in charge of the markers cannot be held
responsible for the wide dlscrepancy which exists in the
number of plaques placea in the diffaraht counties and cities.
Facts of unusual interest were presented if it was thought
that such events could be presented effectively on the highe
way. It often happened that little history worthy of note
happensd in a county. These counties could not expect to
have markers commemorating important aveﬁts when none had
teken place in their vicinity.

In several particulars 1t is hoped that the work al-
ready begun will but mark the initiation of a policy plac-
ing preater emphasis on certain aspscts of our history. For
instance, only three of the markers mention individuals of
the negro race. Since in the events to which twé of the in=
sceriptions refer, the good deed of one in informing and,
therefors, preventing a possible massacre of the whites, 1s
offset by the other in perpestrating that hainoﬁs crime 1%
may be said that they, in effect, cross each other out and
that the negro race is represented by only one marker - that

erected to Booker Washington, the great educator and founder
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of Tuskegee Institute in Alabama.loo With this single oX=
coption, no marker designates the birthplace,'hhé‘déathélace,
or even a church, which relates to that race. It 1s true
that their status as slaves for many yéars pfecl@ded‘the
paasibility of their making important contributions to
history. It 1s equally true that since obtalning their free-
dom, the negro has made an advancement which is‘truly‘phéno~
menal. It 1s doubtful if comparable advancement has been
made in an quggfspap of time by any other race in the history
of mankind, Booker Washington's attalnments in the fleld of
education, George Washingbton 'Carwver!s genius as a sciantist,
and Richmond-born Bill Robinzon's renown in the entertain-
ment wérld, exemplify the amézing capacity of this race for
improvement. Both from a standpoint of benefits which they
have conferred upon soclety and thelir amh;tion to improve
their lot, the negro 1s very far ahead of ths Indlan. #Wwhile
1t must be conceded that the Indian 1s the bensficlary of &
certain romantic attraction, 1t will be readily agreed that
the Indian has shown a tendency to "revert to breed" and has
shown but a fraction of the ambition and energy which has
characterized the negro and which has enébled the lattsr race
to make such astonishing progress through evolutionary stages

.of comparatively short duration. Numerically speaking too,

100 Ibid, Pe 141.
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the negroes in Virginie are far greater than the Indians.
Yet, deapite these facts, the Indians, aside from the many
markers which concern thelir depredations, and Whiéh, there=-
fore, are not of & laudatory nature, are givah»far more re-
Acognition as a race than are the negroés. In reflecting on
our failure to acknowledge the bengfits conferred by the
negro we are reminded that the publicizing of this race largea«~
ly awalted the enterprise of .a northern man who, through the
medium of music, so popularized their legends and habitat
that the single word "Suwannee" 1s known around the world.
Considerations of merit and the interest which they have a-
roused in other perts of the country indicate that these
‘people'might be the subjects of mors markers. When the
marker préjact is racommenced we may look forward to the pos-
sibility ﬁhat the negro race will racelve lncrsased recogni-~
tion in confbrmity with the more important role which his
'ability is enabling him to £1ll in our State. ,

In considering the apgcrﬁicnment of markers it is
rather surprising to find that no marker 1s erected to a
'Gatholic Church nor is‘a‘single church of this denomination
msntioned in any of the plaque insc;iptions._ Ih explanation
of this omisslon, it will be recalled that the "Glorious Re-
volution" in England stirfed,up & strong antl-Cathollo reac-
tion and &s a result the Catholic feligion was not tolerated

101 -

in Virginia at that time, Then when Catholics came to

101 Reuben Gold Thwaites, The Colonies 1492-1750.
Epochs of American History, (thirtieth impression; New York:
Longmans Green and Company., 1925), p. 76. :
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Virginia/in some numbers they had a tendency to settle in
urban areas in which we ha&e but comparatively few markers,
Approprlate attention 1s called to certain places of
unusual beauty which have been connected with the history of
our State. Other marker inscriptions, while dealing primar-
11y with other phases of interest refer incidentally to the
attractions of nature which are to be found within the bor-

ders of Virginia. It is especially appropriata that markers

""'have been erected to Virginials state parks. Through these

markers the stranger on our highway is directed to sites
whéré he and his family may spend a reétful vacation smldst
the beauty of our State. It is pleasing too to find that

the highway traveler is informed of the three great natural
péthways through which the early ploneers passed as they
turned thelr faces to the setting sun and adventures in a new
home to the west, The gateway most known to eastern Virgin-
ians is the Potomac, The natural pathway best known by those
living in the western part of ﬁhﬂ State 1s that which was
used by Danlel Boone and which is a natural pass through the
Cumberland Mountains. The most romantic gateway, however,

1s probably that of Goshen Pass which was used by General

‘ Agdrew Lewis in defeating the Indians at Point Pleasant.102

It will be remembered that it was through "aisle of nature's
temple” that the body of Matthew Fontaine Maury was born on-
its way to Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond.

102 samuel Kercheval, A History of the Valley of Virpinia
(4th edition, Strasburg, Virginia, Shenandoah Publishing House,
1925), pps 114=15-16.
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CHAPTER V-

We may now turn our attention to the so-called "natural
wonders™ and consider what effort has been made to bring them
to the public attention. Bfoadly speaking, we might consider
many lovely spots, particularly those in the Shenandoah
Valley as being "natural wonders”. Strictly speaking, how-
ever, this phrase 1s more often used in referring to those
places of a more stupendous and awesome natural beauty and
those which are more often commercialized. Virginla has a
number of places which might fall under this 6lassification
but only one, Natural Bridge, is the subject of or 18 men-
tioned in our marker inscriptions.

It 1is easyvtb explain the acceptance of Natural Bridge
as a subject for marker commemoration., At one time worshipped
by the Indisns as the "Bridge of God" this stupendous creation
hag many times been classed as one of the seven natural wonders
~of the world, Then, too, 1ts assoclation with Thomas Jeffer-
son, who, in 1774, purchased it with other lands for the sum
of twenty shillings gave it the proper histérical background.los
vThe unusual and refreshing touch which nature gives tovhiatory
in this particular makes us wish that more such extraordinary
piacas of attraction were made the center of attention. Moun-

tain Lake, "Silver Gem of the Alleghanies", is strikingly

103 State Historiocal Markers of Virginia, sixth edition,

P 54,
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iovaly in itﬁ unsurpassed location, while tho Peaks of Otter
and the Cyclopsan Towers ére unusual éreations of the forces
- of Qaﬁura. No doubt but that the use of theéa'or comparable
secenic wonders as marker subjects would arouse great interest,
Also, the natural caves of the Shenandoah Valley are ﬁnuaualn
1y gcod examples of the marvels of nature. It ls iikely that
the average motorist would welcome the occasional straying
from the more convantional pclitieal, soclal, and economlc
considerations to inoclude matursl history in lts aphera of
attention. Yot, it is readily understood why recognition of
such places might hava been thought to be without the scope
of the marker project. In the firet place, until tho advent
of modorn motoring facilities, the mountainous areas wore come
paratively inaccessible and wore customarily theught to be
the beneficlary of but littlo historical assoclation. Wwhile
the latter Balief may be trus it is equally true that investie
gations concerning the caverns have unearthed a number of
historical facts, which, when combined with the geologlosl
processes involved in the making of thess caverns, paint a
welird and mystical story with a charm uniquely tholr own.

The whites knew of the subterranecan cavities before the
Revolutionary War. It wes not until after the forming of
eué pnation thet there was any extensive exploration. Thomas
Jeffévson wan among the early lesders of our country who

104

became interested in caves, Some yeara befors, however,

104 'Times Dispatch, news item, August 18, 1946,
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& most uni@ue and novel discovery had initiated the interest
in these underground chambers. 'In February, 1804, a hunter
varlously referred to as Weirs, Welre, or Weyer, saw a
groundhog which he had been hunting enter & cave.los Think=
ing he would be able to trap the animal, he himself entsred
the cave where he found to his surprise what seemad‘like a
8t111 larger cave leading into the darkness. Using a light-
wood fagot in further axploraﬁion, the hunter found to his
astonishment that what he had at first thought to bs an un«
uauallyllarge cave was, Iin reality,‘but the entrance to an
immense underground chamber. Weysr told his strange find to
friends and more extensive explorations took place. We now
know that Weyer had found the entrance to the Grand Caverns.
of the Shenandoah. By 1836 the young people of the community
were beginning to hold their dances iIn this underground spot,
Explorers were very much excited at finding a very
ancient grave in one of the caves.t% we have evidence, too,
that the Blue Grottoes near Harrisonburg were known and used
by the Indians. Pleces of burned fagots and Indian relics of
war have been found there. Appropriately enough the chambeﬁ
in which these articles were found has been named the Indian
Room. The coming of the Civil War brought more history and

additional enchentment to these caverns, because both Federals

105 Kercheval, op. cit., pp. 327-339, _
106 Times-Dispatch, news item, July‘ll, 1937.
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and Confederates are known to have hidden there and otherwlse
‘used these caves, Some years ago the United Daughters of
the Confederady were asking asaistance in identifyihg Con-
federgﬁe soldlers whbse names may bé plainly saen on the
walls and stalagmiﬁes of the Virginia Caverns wharavthey
were inscribed almost s century ago.lov It~has been said of
these inscriptions, "In Virginia Caverns is the ‘most remark-
able Confaderate War‘mamorialkin America, a mémarial mads up
of signatures of Southern soldiers Qarved in subterranean
stone. Like the 40,000-year old CroaMagnon carvings in
caverns in France and Spaln, the conféderate carvings, pro-
tected from wear and tear of sun and wind and rain, 40,000 or
'1005000 yéara from now should be as diastinct gnd clear as when
put there by‘young Confadefatas during'tha War Between the
States: These underground carvings will remain a memorial to
the Confederacj 1ong'aftar above-ground Confederate monuments
have orumbled to dust."O8

This 1s a parttof the féﬁcinating story of our caves
presented with such detalls és gseem to commend 1t_for‘poasiﬁle
use as markerwsubjents inva section whose natﬁr#i romantic
"attraétian has been almost obscﬁred by an emphasis; ho matter

how deserved, on details of the Civil War,
Certain of our rural and urban industries have important

and interesting historles and the publicizing of these facts

107 Times-Dispatch, news item, February 4, 1937,
108 Ibid, |
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through our marker inscriptions would seem to be consistent
with the purpose for which thé project was initiated. Cer-
tainly, the dissemination of such relevant information

might do much to brighten the economic outlook in our Staﬁe
and attract thoss representatives of labor and business who
might be considering Virginia as a future home. Those coun=
tles in c¢lose proximity to and just west of Norfolk are
famous the world over for their peanuts and Smithfield hams.
The Albemarle section and the Shenandoah Valley are well
¥nown for their apples which have a resady sale in countries
as far distant as BEurope. Rockingham County, in this vicinity,
is not only the center‘of a great turkey raising 1ndustry‘
but the important experiments which were carried out in that
county and which made possible the thriving business are fag=
cinating. Petersburg has great trunk factories and, like
Suffolk, has important psanut factories, Large cotton mills
are located in Danville while the same city may boast of its
large tobacco market. Certaingasetiqns of southside Virginia
have a soil which 1s unexcelled for 1ts production of bright
tobacco. There are large textile mills Just‘cutsida of Rich~
rmond, In additlon, John Rolfe's plan of commercialized

tobacco has rsached its undreamed of frultion as Richmond,

. but a‘faw miles removed from the site in which tobacco was‘

first planted by the whites, has become the largest tobacco
‘manufacturing clty in the world.
Failure to publicize a number of 1mp0rtant facts 1s

~ apparently related to a seeming disinclination to publicize
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other noteworthy events which have transpired at;a comparae
tively late date. ¥hile historical facts occurring during
the three great periods of our history - the Colonisl,
Bévelutionary and Clvil War eraas, recelve an enormous amount
of attention through the roadside plaques, scant attentioﬁ

18 pald to those years since the Civil War. Interest in our
State has doubtless been inoreased tremendously as inscripe-
tions along the highway have surrounded persons aend events of
a distant past in a hagze of romance. The history of thrse
great perioda have been pressnted most effectively and present
great sentimental appeal, There are many people of a practi-
cal turn of mind, hdwever, who oxhibit but little interest in
having thelr future pathways guided by tha 1ight of those 8x=
periences which took place many yeara in the past.

Many people with but little thought for the distant
past may be vitally concerned in fhs happenings of a mors
recent date, We do not have more than several dozen markers
which deal with those events which have taken place sinqa the
Civil War. Therefore, it may be wondersd if more attention
might not have been given to history of a more current nature.
Would 1t not have been fruitful of results to have publicized
those facts of a more recent and practical nature which would
have pértrayed Virginla as a prpaéerous, growing State, rich
in 1ts resouﬁces end afrordinéfgpundant,@pportunigiazg;;xin
ties to those willlng to make it their hurwe. The plaque in-
scriptions are eloquent memorials of'thé past. Are those

inseriptions comparably effective in conveying those facts
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which convince their readers that Virginia is a land of
future opportunity?
| No doubt but that much frustration was axperiéncad

in a work of this kind and succeas of the project repreéented
victory over various hafdships‘ In some cases there were
events which met every standard of worthiness but thelr sites
ware too far removed from a primery highway on which they
might receive public attention. Conversely, ﬁhera were in
- other instances avallable highways but no appropriate history
which might be displayed on them. A lack of authenticated
records at times proved a serious héndicap¢ Deaplte the vast
amount of research involved, however, until lately the authen~
ticity of but one marker has ever been questioned. During
the past éummer the subject of one of these markers became
the centeﬁ of controversy, the detalls of which are unusual
in the‘exﬁrams. 4

Thafmarker subject around which this sensatlional bit
of current history has been woven is that of Genéral ﬁaniel
Morgan offRsvolutionary War fame;;og According to all avail-
able evidence, General Morgan is buried in Mt. Hebron Cemetery
in the City of Wincheater. The marker inseriptibn to that
effect In Winchester is supposed to be based on authentic in-
fonnahién‘and itas valldity had never been questionad; During

the summer of 1951, considerable interest and some concern

wag aroused among the historically minded of our State at the

109 state Historical Markers of Virginia, sixth
edition, p. 207.
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renowal of the attempt to remove the remains of that
legendary hero, A revival of the controveray ensued when
patriotic citizens of Cowpens, South Carolina, lnsisted
on taking the body of Gensral Morgan to South ¢arolina and
interring it at the scene of hia}graat triumph over the
British on January 17, 1781.110 A committes from Cowpena
pregented their old argument in stating "Morgan is our hero".
To this Virginians readily repliad that Morgan was buried
where he wished to be interrad, in a Virginis burlel ground
guarded "in death as in life by six‘othar Revolutionary ﬁar
heroes who formed themsalvéa into a bodyguard and were
pledged to follow whorever he 10&."111 |

Colonel Bryan Conrad of marker fame, & resident of
Wincheater but away abt the time, jumpéd aquarsiy into the
controversy in ssnding a telegram to his fellow townsmen.,
The telegram read, "Hold Oeneral Horgen. Winchaster has pro-
duced but two generals in 150 yesrs and I don't want to be‘

w112y matiers stood

lonesome when I reach M. Hebrbn-
when out in the mid-west there arose a Hew gonsternation-
producing angle. The lisgourli Historical Soclety produced a
coffin plate bearing the inascription, "Taken from thes coff{in
»of Ma jor-General Daniel HMorgan whose remains were this day
oxumed aftar having lain 1n'£he ground sixty-aiﬁ yoars.

Winchester, Virginia, June 135, 1868.“113‘

110 "Who Gots the Gonoralls Body?" Life, 31:53,
September 31, 18E51.

111 News Loader, news item, August 31, 1981,
112 Times~Dispatch, news item, August 19, 1951,
13 News Leader, August 31, 1951,
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What was the significance of this new find? Investigation
revealed that the plate was given to a St, Louls Musuem in
1920 by Harry F. Hefner of that city. Hefner did not
remember where he had gotten the plate. He did recall that
it had formed part of a museum display prepared by Dr. Alfred
F, Hopkins who now lives in Texas. When contacted there,
Dr. Hopkins stated that the coffin plate clearly indicates
that the remains of Daniel chgan, once interred in the Win-
chester Cemetery have not been in thaﬁ rasting place for a
pericd of eighty-thres years.
| Acéaptanca of Dr. Hopkins' theory immediately raises

more questions than it answers, Either the disinterment - if
indeed this act has taken place - was legal and would there-
fore have been & fact most 1ikely known to all, or the body
wag stolen,in which case every sttempt would have been made to
keep the -gmulish theft a secret, In considering the former
posslbility, 1t is diffi&ult to see how the body of so pepulér
a hero could have been exhumedffor the puréose of burlal else-
where without at least arousing such a popular outery as to
find itself into local, if not state and national news. In
considering the latter possibility, 1t is only logleal to
assign s ono motive for the crime. Who stole the body, for
what reason was it stolen, what disposition was made of the
remains? Finally, and most 1llogical of all, why should
thleves stsal the body and}then advertise their ghouiish dead
by removing the coffin plate for public écrutiny?

Questions‘of evan a nore sensaltional nature arise in

connection with the finding of the coffin plate out west.
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How could anyone come into ﬁosgession of so unusual a relic
as a coffin plate without questioning lts origin or without
remembering the identity of its donor? The fact that the
plate bore the name of so distinguished a man causes the
whole story to assume added improbability. How, toeo, could
a learned professor receive so unusual a gift for exhibit
without questioning its impliqations?

Even more improbable, how could an exhibit of this
nature be viewad by the publie without the news finding its
way back to Virginia and Winchester? It would seem probable
that the coffin plate in question is a counterfeit preparsd
for what purpose it is difficult to imagine. An editorial in
the Richmond News Leader advised that the good people of Wine

chester should obtain and use a disinterment permit. Read
the editorial, "A decent respect for the historical verities
(there has been mighty little respeoct for General Horgan's
bones in the current feud) shogld prompt an investigation to
determine what, if anything, 1ies beneath the marble slab at
W;nchsster where by common belief the General is supposed to
be buriea," l?

Despite the acclaim won by hls original and creative
labors, Dr. Eckenrode is not certain of the widdom of certain
methods which he used in carrying.oﬁt his project. He 1is,
_howgver, certalin of one thing: Were he to begin the project
again, he would take Washington as a starting point in number-

ing the roasds instead of Richmond, and all markers on roads

114 News Leader, editorial, Ssptember 1, 1951,




leading south would be deslgnated by an "E" asymbol. Of

this mistake Dr. Eckanrodé says, "those things you learn
afterwards." Also,‘Dr. Eckenrode thinks that,mafkers on
roads running east and west should be designated by an "S"
symbol. Dr, Eckenrode admits, too, that he made one mistake
regarding historical facts. A marker erected in Warren
Gounty designating a certain road as the road used by
General Braddock in going to ?ort Duquesne proved to be an
error. Even to this day, however, the highway confinﬁes to
be known as "Braddock's Road". This is the only instance in
which the authenticity of his work has ever been questioned

successfully.
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PART II

THE MARKING OF HISTORIC SITES IN OTHER STATES

Results of inquirisa to authorities of the various
states, with respect to state supported highway marker
work being done in their states, has brought the follow=
ing results: ‘

Ten states did not reply to the inqulry, an omlssion
which probably indicetes that no program of that nature
is being carried on 1n those particuler states. The states
from which replies were not racelved areg Arkansaa,,cbn-
nectiocut, Indiana, Louilsiana, Mimnesota, New Mexico, Ohlo,
Oregon, Rhode Island and Texas. |

Repiiés indicate that fourteen states have enacted
no lagislétive program for the ersction of markers. These
states aréz Alabama, Arizona, Californla, Colorado,
Florida; idaho, Iowa, Maine, Michigan, Nebraska, Eevada,
Horth Dakota, South Carolina aﬂd Utah, Th§ replies are not
to be consgirued as meaning that historic sites are not being
marked in thess states. As a matter of fact, the designation
of historically interesting spots is a work which is baing
carried on literally throughout the length and breadth of
the land: Most of the markers, toc, are being erscted on
the highways. Maine; for Inatance, has most interesting

markers along the trall taken by Benedioct Arnold on his way



to Quahen¢1 Florlida, too, has a number of markevs.a
¥arkera in both of these stutes have been lnitlated and
financed moastly by members of the DJsA.Hse The Lincoln Highe
wey Assocletion has placed a number of markers in ¥avada
desiznating the tralls used by the Pony Express Hi&era.s
Hative gsons of the Golden West and natlive daughters of the
Golden ¥West have erected markers which have added much to

the interest and attractliveness of California highwayn.4 The
interest shown by patriotic énﬁ historically~ninded 0rganiza~.
tions of these and other states in marking thelr hilsteric sites
1 probably Indicative of the fact that thelr various leglolaw
tive aspembllen msy be stimulated to lagal enactment leading

to & state-wlde publieiy aupported synﬁém‘ef garrying out this
important work.,

Hlchigan ls among_the states reporting speclal interest
in ldentifyling 1lts hintérical apots of interest as & public~
ly supported program. Repeated requests to thelr General
Assembly for the funds whilch would ensble them to ercct
merkers have met with failura,jsa the Historlicul Boclety of
Hichigen has "linmlted 1ts participetion to furmishing historlis-
cal dats, suggestions, and participating in the dedlicstlon of

memorisls furnished by loecal or other graupa;ﬁs Interest of

Letter from Hapzaret A. ¥halen, July 05, 1951.
Letter from Dorothy Dodd, July 23, 1951,
Letter from Fred G. Greuliech, August 31, 1851.
Letter from Eleanor H, Horgan, August 14, 1851,
Letter from Emaline Qurads, &ugnﬁﬁ 7, 1851,
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the peaople in securing public funds for merking ilmportant
‘sites 18 to be found in a state law permitting the boards
of suporvisors of the counties to appropriate sums of
money to mark sites of public Interest in their own counw
ties. Such su&a ars not to exceed §100 In any glven year
and are, of course, raised through local taxation.

The only assistance rondsered by Nebraska In connooc=-
tion with the marker project is through its highway depart-
ment in providing turnouts for sltes at which markers have
been erected. Highway markers in Nebraska have been erected
entirely at the expense of the D.A.R. and other patriotic
organizations. The Nebrasks Hiastorical Soclety, however,
1s hopeful that the State may accaept the regponsibility of
financing & marker program at some future data.a

Eorth,ﬂakota is anbthar~atate whose authorities recog-~
nigze the need of a state-wide, publicly supported marker
system. The State ﬁi#tériaal Soolety has erected a number
of markers but many sites of gfeab 1ntares§ remain to be
suitably identifled, not only for the traveler, but for resi-
dents, It is hoped that legislative enesctment may enable
thalﬂighwayiﬁﬂpartmant to assume this reaponsibility.7 We
now turn to thoss states which have bsen engaged actively in

commsmorating their historical sites through a system of

6 Letter from James C, Olson, July 25, 195l.
7 Letter from Russell Reid, August 28, 1951.



markers designed for that purpose.

In the past small legislative appropriations supple-
mented by larger sums ralsed through the benevolence of
private individuals has enabled the D.A.R. in Missouri to /
srect markers at historically significant placea., MNore than
sixty granite boulders placed along‘tha Santa Fe and Boone's
Lick»@rail wers financed in this way. It is interesting
to note that these granite boulders were erected betwesn
1910 end 1913. The state legislature has recently sutho=
rized the appropriation of §$10,000 to be spent in erecting
markers along its highways.e

" The marking of historical places in West Virginia be-
gan undergprqvisians of the WeP.A. during the thirties.
Approxima%ely 350 markers were installed and have been maine-
tained by%the State Road‘CQmmission., At one time a marker
booklet w@s issued which gave the location and the insorip-
tion on-egch of these~mafkérs¢\ The tost was £5,00. This
booklet or Guide is no longer published.’

0fficilals studying the possibilit;es of the marker
project in Illinols realized 1ts need in stating, "Those
interested in history - those who have found relaxation,
-1ntelleotu§1 occupation and perhaps inspiration in the study
of the past - will not need to be convinced of the desira-
bility of promoting wider knowledge of the‘history of

Illinois and greater interest in the State's story. Other

8 Letter from Eioyd C« Shoemaker, July 31, 1951,
9 Letter from Eleanor J. Cook, July 23, 1951.
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states - notably Virginia ~ have demonstrated that one of
the surest means of attaining these ends 1s a system of
historical markers along the highways."lo
| Since the project was begun in Illinois during the
depression years bf the early thirties arrangements were
made for cooperation between several agencies in a plan de-
signed to erect markers "at practically no cost to citigens

w1l 11 accordance with this plan, markers were

of the state.
cast in the shops of the Pontiac Reformatory under the direc-
tion of the State Supervising Architect. Aboubt seventy
markers had scon been erected by the Highway Department and
were to be maintained by the same Department. The small
iﬁitial}aaat‘was met by the Illinois State Historical Soclety
and 1t was estimated that the only cost to the State would
be the iron pipe standards on which the markers were placed
vand the small cost of repainting the markers occasionally. 12
It has been impossible to 1§arn details of marker work
which has been done in Marylapé through cofrespondence with
officials of that State. The man who began the work died
before 1ts eompletion leaving records which were "vague and
vdiserganised.? A desire to recommence the program of markingw

historical sites has arisen in certain quarters but no

dafinite decislon has been reached and, at the present writing,

10 Paul M, Angle, "Historical Markers for Illinois
Highways"™, Illinois State Historical Journal, 27, no. 1: 110,

April 1934.
11 Loc. cit.

12 Ibid.




o1

the program has not been resumad.15

Georgias 1s one of the several states in which the
marking‘af histofioal sites was first begun as a W.P.A.
project. A4 grant of $13,000 in Federal funds in 1935
enabled Georgie td finance the manufacture of memorial tab-
lets. These memorial tablets were manufactured in the
foundry at Georgisa Polyteehnig Institute. A commission was
appointed to select places at which these tablets were to
be placed. At the expiration of this work, no further plans
were made until the 1950 General Assembly created a commis-
sion which will un&eétake the work of marking historical
sites in the future,l? |

Twenty-three highway'markers have been erected in the
State of Washington. W.P.A. labor was used in the construc-
tion of the signs for this program which was begun in 19839,
Materiels snd supervision was furnished by the Department of
Highways and the}State force eraoted the markers.ls The use
of peeled logs, erected uprigﬁh and suppcrfed in the ground
by rock masonry, presents a rustic appearance which is
further accentuated by cedar planks fastened together and
forming a panel bearing an appropriate inseription which is

suspsnded from & cross-plece, harmonizing with the peeled

13 Letter from John P, Trimmer, July 27, 195l.
14 Letter from Mary G, Bryan, July 24, 1951,

15 Letter from Sidney Walsh, Auguéﬁ 28, 1951.
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'uprights. The large rectangular«shapéd_panels having
measuremsnts somewhat ih excess of elght feet in length
and six feet in width providavspace for ninety-five words
made up of three-inch letters burned into the wood by
means of the ancient artmknown as pyrographi. Reslstance to
weather.COﬂditicné‘and'é; imprdved;appearanca are galned by
.abplying a mixture of shellac snd alcohol to the markers with
an air brush.le Later two céatsAef varnlish are used in emw
phasizing the natural grain and the dark appearance'of the
" burned wood. Landscaping and other attention to the natural
beauty of the Washington Highways provides a proper setting
for their historical markers.

In %926 appropriations were made and a commission was
:formad ingﬂew York to erect markers in connection with the
celebratién of the sesquicentennial of the Revolution. Ap=-
éropriateiy enough this commission was interested primarily .
in the marking of Revolutionary sites. Appropriﬁtions were
sufficient to cover the manufacture of many markers which
- were installed by pabriotic societles and other groups inte-
rested in their State history.\ The inscriptions of these'
mamorials’are very condensed. After completion of the initial
work the commission was abolished but 1ts duties were taken
over by the State Historian. HNo systematic record of the A

markers erscted has been kept. A tentative llst now avail-

able groups these markers according to countles.

-

16 "Historical Markers", (Washington State Department
of Highways, Olympia), n.d.

17 Letter from Kilton W. Hamilton, July 26, 1951.
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Historians engaged in thié work, however, call attentlon
to the fact that a list now being compiled will glve these
memorials by highway routes for the convenlence of travelers.
But little work has been done In Wisconsin on their
historical marker project, initiated in 1943, and under which
their first markers were erected in that year. The program
was soon brought to an snd by World War IIula The rustic
wood-carved markers, too, were ﬁnaatisfacbory because they
were often copled by private indusbtry in the advertisement
of resorts, roadside stands, etc. For the past several years,
the Wisconsin Committee'on Sites and Markers has been engaged
in selecting those sites most worthy‘of commemoration and
look forward to the near future when they expect to erect
metal markers at the altes deemed to be moat’noteworbhyclg
These markers will be made of aluminum and 8ither of two de-
signs may be used depending on bhé location and avallable
space at the proposed place of\installation. The larger mar-
,rker, having sufficlent space for 150 words; is intended for
use on publilc owned lands as the areas adjacent to highways
which have a comparatively large amount of space while a
smaller marker, permitting the use of approximately sizty-
five words, is designed for use in cities or at sitea in

20

which there 1s less space. Prices of these markers are

18 Letter from Raymond 8. Sivesind, July 24, 1951.

19 "Wisconsin Historlcal News", (State Historical
Society, Madlson, March 1951), p. 2.

20 "Wisconsin Official Marker, a Guide", (Wisconsin
Markers and Sites Committee, Madison, April 1950), pp. 2=3.
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comparatively high as the larger marker coats about $166
whils the smaller merker costz approximately $87. In con=-
- ‘sldering the Importance of marking their historic aitea,
“ the historically-minded citizens of Wiseonsin cite the words
of Dr. Albert B, Cory, State Hiastorian of New York. Said
Dr. Cory: "All of us have an obligation to encourage a deep
roespect and understanding of those things, events and people
in the past which give so much meaning and lead to so much
understanding of our way of 1life today."gl
As In most states, the marker project ln Pennsylvania
is one of ths components of an integrated attempt to cone-
serve the historical heritage of the State. The marker pro-

22 The program was

ject of Pennsylvania was begun in 1946.
supported by leglslative enactment and appropriations. Admini~
stration was in the hands of the Penfhisylvania Historical and
Museum Commission, although this body worked in close coopera=-
tion with societles and Individualas interested in hlstory.

The first markers wers eracted by the Staﬁe Highway Depart-
ment in September, 1946.23 Since that year, epproximately
1050 markers have been erected. Of that number, sesventy-five

have beenﬁof a smaller make which wore manufactured for and

21 ™Wisconsin Historical News", loc. cit., p. 7.

22 (Guide to the Historical Markers of Pennsylvania,
(Harrisburg, Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission,
1948), p. iii.

253 Loc. cit., (It will be noted that this was exactly
nineteen years to the month from the date Virginia erected
her first markers.)
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used in cities and other places in which less spece is
available for their erection, Pemnsylvania,as Vermont,
haes used its State colors in designing an attractive color
scheme for its markers which are of aluminum mounted on
cement posts with aluminum covers. Also, Pennsylvanla has
insﬁalled & numbar of approach markers which consists of
& 15 by 2l-inch sluminum plate with the inscription, "History
Marker Ahead",24

A speclal committee created in 1928 to prepare for
the "Tercentenary of the Founding of the Massachusetts Bay
Colahy“, which was to be celebrated in 1930, stated, "Thou-
sands of tourists will come here in 1930 to pay their tridbute
to the shrines of Americat's beginnings., Every spot of
historical éigﬁificance should be properly marked ‘.‘."85 An
expenditure of $15,000 was authorized for the marker project
and the Department of Public Works was asked to have the
plaques manufactured and erected. It was deocided that the
markers were to be erected enﬁirely in the area occupied by
the original Bay Colony and that iInscriptions were to relate
"exclusively to events whioh took place before 1750. The ine
scriptions were prepared by the Tercentenary Commission,
"indi cating the ancient ways of the Purltan times", while

the cast iron markers and posts of a similar material on whioch

the markers were to be installed were manufactured in a.

24 Letter from Glenn A, Mower, August 1, 1951,
26 Letter from Dennis A. Doolsy, August 9, 1951,
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foundry at Carlisle, Pannsylvania.26 These plaques,
described as very much like those of Virginia, North Caro-
lina and Delaware, were made in two sizes, the larger of
which weighed 200 pounds, while the smaller weighed 165
pounds. Commenting on work done in Massachusetts in desig-
nating its historically important places, Dennis A. Dooley,
State Librarian writes, "Dr. H. F, Eckenrode and E, 0. Fippin,
of the Conservation and Davelbpment Commission of Virginia,
gave valuable information and advies in the esarly stages of
‘the prOQram."a7 No plaques have been erected in Massachusetts
for approximately twenty yeafs. The Department of Public
Works will endeavor to keep the markers already erected,
painted and in good repalr, but has no further plans for de~
signating important places within the State.

The Highway Department of Wyoming has erected fifteen
historical monuments. Present plans are to erect tan addiQ
tional monuments each year until the more significant histori-
cal and geographical polints hava been marked. In Wyoming,
unusual intereat is taken in identifying places of geographic
interest. Thus, we find that markers in that State describe
such natural wonders as "Wedding of the Waters", "Dinasaur
Graveyard", "Shoshone Canyon" and "Devil's Tower", 25

In 1930 the legislature of New Jersey authorized the

26 Ibid, p. 2.
27 Loc. cit,
28 Letter from T, D. Sherard, August 16, 1951.
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eraction of markers and appropriated a sum of money to be
used by the Historic Sites Commission which was created

29 2 large number

for the purpose of directing this work.
of markers were erected between the years 1930-41, after
which the scarcity of metal made 1t necessary to discontinue
the program.ao The work of identifying its historical sites
through the erection of metal highway markers has not been
recommenced in New Jersey sinée the war, dus to a lack of
funds, and as yet no tentative plans have been made for 1its
resumption. |

The General Assembly of Delaware passed an act in 1931
which authorized the erection of historical markers within
the State and appropriated the sum of $20,000 to be used in
defraying its expenss, Under authority granted him by legise
lative act, the Governor appointed a Historlic Markers Commis-
sion, the members of which were to rémain in office until
1933.31 After consulting various authorities, the Commission
decided'to have two types of ﬁérkers manufacturea, Those of
the bronze type were to be secured to housea or boulders while

the metal markers were to be erected at suitable sites on the

highways of the State. Two of the bronze tablets which had

29 Letter from Olga G. Atkins, July 31, 1951,

30 The markers of New Jersey, as those of New York,
have been erected according to countles instead of highway
routes as in most states, Plgures as to the total number
put up throughout the State are unavailable.

31 Guide to Historic Markers in Delaware, (Delaware:
Historic Harkers Commisslon of Delaware, 1933), pp. 4-5.
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been manufactured were secured to boulders while a total
of twonty-five bronze tablets were affixed to houses. One
hundred and fifty~two metal markers were erected on the
highways. The latter type of markers and the posts on which
they are installed are of cast iron. The background of the
moetal markers was painted with aluminum and the Jettering
wag painted with black paint,ag At the expiration of their
work an attractive gulde was published by the Commisslon give
ing a list of all highway markers inoluding thelr code numbers,
location acgordiné to highways and the text of &ll inscrip-
tions. Reads the preface to this guide, "With the system of
excellent roads of which the State boasts and with the
assistance of this boéklet, 1t is hoped that visitors, as
well as nativa Delawareans, may gain some knowledge of those
men, end events which have made the State conspicuous in our
locél and national histarya”33 No markefs have been erected
in Delaware for many years and so far as can be ascertained
all of the.work of thuSAﬁdantifying its histcrigal altes is
regarded ds completed ekoept the maintenance of plaéqss al-
ready placed.

The marker project in Korth Cérolina began in 1935 whes
the General Assembly of the State authorized the program, the
duties of which were to be shared by the Department of Conser~

vation and Dévelopment, the Historicel Commission and the

52 1Ibid.

Sn————————

35 Ibid.
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Highway and Publlic Works Commission, Representatives of
Korth Carolins aaknéwl&daa gaglstance rocelved from Vieginis
in stating, "0fficiasls of the Virginla State Comulssion on
Conservation and Dovelopment generously co-opérated iﬁ \
lsunching the Forth Gérclina yrogr&m.“sé The first of North
Cerolina's markers were evected in 1936 snd, despite the fact
that & laek of funds braﬁght the work to & stendstlll &t one
time, 294 plagues had been installed by Mareh 1, 1940, At
the time, the: thought was expressed that et least several
rundred sdditlonal markers would have to be erectod before
the project even approached camplﬁtiun.és Since thet time @
considorable number of plaguen have been erected along the
Mighwayse Thege markeré and wvarious techniques employed in
thelr Iinstalletlon clozely reserble those of Virginic to whom
she is sdmlittedly indebted in planning her own progrem.

Unlike the method used in Virginia, however, lorth Cafa~
1ine divided the State up Inte dlstricts in preparaticn for
erecting lts m&rkers.sg Trere are seventecen districts in all
snd esch dlatrict is represenﬁa& by one of‘t&a first sevenw
teen letters of the alphabet. Usrkers in esch of these
districts are nurbered chronologically as they sre erected. The

first marker erected in YA Aistrict besrs the code number A-l

24 Horth Carclinma Department of Consgervabtlion snd De-
. velopment, "Oulde to North Carolina Historical lilghway Mar-
kera®, second edition, {Raleligh: HNorth Carolina Historical
Cormiasion, 1940}, pp. 3~4.

35 Ibid.
36 Ibld, 1089 edltion, pp. 3-4.
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* while the f{irst marker erscted in "Q" district bears the
code number er.sv Aubhority to authorize the erection
of markers 1s vested in representatives of North Caro-
, 1ind's inatitutions of learning which meet every few weeks
to consider sites proposed for marking and 4o pass on and
correct inseriptions which have been submitted for their ap;
provael. Every precaution has been taken to insure that éil
inscriptions are basad on praéed and indisputébla facts, OF
great importance in North Carolinats marker prdgram is a
. guide which provides an alphabetical list of all plaques and
gives the inseription of each. |

The erection of historical marker in Kansas was first
sponsoraed by the State Chamber of Commerce.38 The work was
taken over by the State in 1940 when the Governor authorized
the Director of Highways td erect fifty markers at sites sug-
gested by the Kansas State Historlcal Society. Later six
additional markers were installed bringing the total erected
to fifty-six, These markers iére of rustic wood and bore ine
soriptions of as many as 150 words., Some of these wooden mar-
kers have been replaced with metal markars.39 Those in charge
of the program feel that Kansas 1s sufficlently rich in its
history to Justify the installation of several hundred markers.

7 id.

Somiman———

. 38 "Inscfiptions on Kensas Historicél Markers",
The Kensas Historical Quarterly, Topeka, Kansas: 1941, p.3.

39 Letter from Lela Barnes, July 25, 1941,
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Financial considerations, however, have brought the program
to a close and at present there are no plans to reopen it.

South Dakota does not have an accurate account of the
number of markers made in the shops of the State Highway Conme
mission and erected on the roads by workers of the Highway
Department. It is complained, however, that this type of
marker, which was manufactured at.small expense of wood, de-
predlates rapldly and the State has already begun the instal=-
lation of the type of aluminum plaque which i1t hopes to use
exclusively in the future.40 South Dakota has endeavored to
compensate for a lack of turnouts by the use of marker signs
warning the traveler that he isa apprﬁaching a highway marker.
These approach signs ars of cast aluminum and are 24 by 15
inches, The background is brow while the letters and figures
are in yellow. The reverse of ths approach signs contains
two figures ~ that of the sun and a coyote.él

The ersction of historical plaques in Oklahoma 1is a
Joint undertsking of the Highﬁay Departmeﬂb and the Oklahoma
Historical Society. Other interesting facts regarding the
program in this State are unavailable.4

Tennessee has begun a program for designating its hisg-
torical sites which calls for the installation of approximate-
ly 200 metal plgquas each ysar. The Tennessee Historical

40 Letter from Will G, Robinson, July 31, 1951,

41 "The Wi-iyohi", South Dakota Historical Society,
Aug‘lst 1, 1951’ NePos '

42 Letter from Hollls G. Haney, July 25, 1951.
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Commission 1s at this time especially interested in the
“'sites of Civil War battles. The director has recently
selected places for marking designed to "show the continu-
ity of different campaigns“,45 In carrying out this plan,
sltes have been marked already 1llustrating interesting facts
regarding the campaign conducted betwsen Hood and Schofield
in 1864. Another series of markers will depict Nathan
Forrest's ralds into the western part of Tennessee during
December, 1863, |

The Vermont Historic Sites-commiasicn was created by
an aoct of their State legislature in 1947, 1In addition to
the developmént of shrines and carrying out‘other labors ine
cidental to'the graservétion of Vermont hiatdry, this Commis-
sion hes erected seventy~five markera-44 The State colors of
green and gold were usad'in designing these attractive metal
markers which are placed at sites deemed to be worthy of identi-
_‘ ficleation, Of the approximately $£21,000 spent in historical
work since authorization of thé program, %é,OOO has been spent.
on highwey markers, with an additional expenditure of $2,000
1n‘pub113hing a guide book to the markers and shrines. Details
of the work are handled by one research historian and a cleri~
cal worker enabling the office to sift suggestions received
from the public, make a survey of the State and plan work to be

undertaken by the Gommissicn.45 The Commisslon emphasizes the

43 Letter from Campbell H. Brown, July 25, 195l.

44 Letter from Harris W. Soule, July 24, 1951,

45 “"Historic Sites Commission, Report for Biennium
Ending June 30, 1950," Montpeller, p. 8.
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~fact that the number of places worthy of special recogni-

| tion is limited and that all sites likely to be approved
will probably receive a marker within the next two years.
Those interested in this historical work comment on its
value, "Communitiss throughout the State wlill gain economi~
~cally from the development of local historic eites of atate-~
wide interest 5ecause the thousands of persons attracted to
these places will not only lsave money but, what is more Iimw
portant, good will, n46 ;

Kentucky began & program for marking its historical
aites in 1947, Since that time twenty markers have been e-
rected at sites selected by the Kentucky Historical SOciety.47
Twenty additional places of interest remaln to be identified
similarly. The plaques are to be maintained by the Highway
Department,. | | _

Work on the historical marker project in Mlssiassippl
has an interesting and inspiring history of its own. 4 bill
oreating the ﬁississippi State Historical'ﬂommission and
authorizing the erection of markers at sites of hiatorical

' ' 4
interest was passed by the State legislature in 1948, 8

46 Ibid, p. 6.
47 Letter from Bayless E. Hardin, August 13, 195l.

48 This Commiassion was to include one senator who was
to be appointed by the Lisutenant Governor and one representa-
tive who was to be appolnted by the speaker of the House of
Representativea, Mississippl is the only State, so far as
can be determined, in which members of thelr legislative body
also serve as members of the State Historlecal Commiasion.
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Realizing that the $9,000 appropriated by the legislature
was inadequate to defray all expenses of the program, the
Commisaion was thrown largely on its own resourcses in pro-
viding for the erection of markers. In planning for the
required economy of operation, it was decided to ask citizens
in the varioua localities in which the markers were to be
placed to assume the duty of insitalling them, In executing
this plan, each member of the Commlssion was made responsible
for the erection of a certaln number of plaques.

Costs of transporting the markers to various points
in the State e¢alled for further resourcefulness, This pro-
blem was met succesasfully by having the markers sent from
the factory in Marietta, Ohlo, to the highway district offices,
where through arrangement with the Highway Department, the
engineer of each diatriét delivered the markers to the Indivie
duals who were to install them. Using these methods, the ‘
sixty-twe aluminum markers, costing %92.5Q each and making up
the first factory order, waredereoted through a plen of public
cooperation and public participation tending to increase not
only’appreciation'of their history but affording splendid
training in citizenshlp. U At a meeting of the Commission in

' 49 William D, McCain, First Biennial Report of the
Mississippi State Historical Commlssion, July 1, 1948 =
January 1, 1950, Jackson, Mississippi, 1950, p. 10. ,

50 It may be noted too that local communities often
arranged and participated in such appropriate ceremonies in
connection with erecting the highway markers as were condu-

cive to increased common interest and a feeling of mutual
accomplishment in its successful completion.
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March, 1950, it was discovered that a sufficlent balance
existed to permit the purchase of fifteen additlonal
markers., At that time, it was expected that these markers
would be Installed in the next few montha, The State
Historical Commission hopes to continue the program and 1t
is their desire that all important historical sites be
eventually designated by a highway sign.s1

Various organizations have erected so many markers
in New Hampshire that a booklet has been published listing:
them.58 The Stét@ of Hew Hampshire, however, did not begin
a large-scale, state~-financed program of designating its
historical sites until 1951. It was declded to use bronze
and, since that material is scarce at this time, wooden
markers have been erected for the present. It is hoped that
the Highway Department,}whieh has charge of installing the
plaques, may be able to replace them later with markefs of
bronze. Those interested in the program feel that the in-
stallation of temporary wooden marksrs ma& be an advantage,
since errors in inscription may be detected and corrscted
before placing the permanent bronze tablets.ss

8. K. Stevens, Pennsylvanla State historian and presi-

dent of the American Association for State and Local History, .

51 Letter from Charlotte Capers, July 25, 1951Q

52 Route Gulde to New Hampshire's Historic¢ Houses and
Markers of the Colonial Period Up to 1776, (National Soclety
of tne GColonial Dames of America in the State of Hew.
Hampshire), 70 ppe.

53 Letter from R. Maurine Brunner, July 25, 1951.
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expresses the opinion that "Montana undoubtedly has the

most unique system of historical markers to be found any-
whers .s.."s4 A large sign erected at the State iine of

all highways leading into Montana Introduces the traveler to
these markers in the following wordss

"HOWDY STRANGER"

You are coming into the heart of the West where
you will cut a lot of mighty interesting old time trails.
Just turn your fancy loose to range the coulees, gluches,
prairie, and mountains and if your imagination isn't
hobbled you can people them with picturesque phantoms
of the past.

We have marked and explained many of ths most
interesting historical and scenlc spots along ths high-

ways. Watch for them and help us to preserve these
markers.

Here 1s wishing you lots of luck and meny plea-
sant miles in Montana. 55

HONTANA STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION 4
Montana has erected fifty-three large, attractive, rustie
wooden markers which are particularly approprilate to publicize
important historical‘happeninga of & state having wide open |
country. HMost of these marker inscriptions refer to incidents
taking place when the country was truly "wild and woply“.sa
| 3 éummary of the more important practices and methods

gset forth in the preceding study of the historical marker pro=-
ject as 1t has been conducted throughout the nation, in states

54 8. K, Stevens, "History by the Wayside", American
Heritage, 1-~2: p. 18, September, 1949. *

55 Historical Markers, State Highway Commission of
Montana, foreword, n.p.

56 Ibid.
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‘extending from New Hampshire to Washington and from South
Dakota to Mississippi, yields some intereating facts.
Twenty-four states, including Virginia, are known to have
taken part in the project while a number of states are
hoping to have such a program in the future. In New York
and Massachusetta, the move to designate important histori-
cal placas was begun inecidental to the observance of state
anniversaries. Georgla and Wéshington began their programs
as W.P.A., projects. Missourl erected the first historical
highway markers involving the use br state funds. These mar-
kers were erected between 1910 and 1913, Materials used
have varied from the granite boulders placed besid67Missouri
highways to the sign-on-post metal markers used first by
Virginia and New York at about the same time in their sxtenw
sive historical highway programs, but in which Virginia did
such original, outstanding, and systematic work in appealing
‘to the interests of tourists as to be acclaimed even/by the
New York Times as the origina%or of the "History on Wheels"

modern historical highway marker, Massachusettis, New Jersey,
Delaware and Faryland soon began their own program copylng
ma thods used by Virginia. O0fficials of Massachusetts and
North Carolina acknowledge their indsbtedness to Virginia in
starting their own State programs.

Massachusetts and Delaware used cast iron in‘ths manue-
facture of both their markers end pbsts while New Hampshire
is the only state known to favor bronze in her future histori-

cal markers. Wisconsin, South Dakota, Kansas, Washington and
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Montana have used rustic wood in their program. Although |
the nation!s most picturesque markers have bsen made from
this materisl, Wisconsin, South Dakota, and Kansas have
turned to metal because wood markers have to be repainted
often, deteriorate rapidly and have a 1life expectancy of
less than ten years. There 1s a growing tendency through-
out ths nation to use metal - especially aluminum. Twelve
atates, Including Virginia, are known to use aluminum at
present, Pennsylvania and Vermont have used their state
colors in designing attractive aluminum markers. South Dakotae
has‘already used approach markers while Pennsylvania is plan-
ning their employment. Pennsyivania and Wisconsin have de-
signed their markers in two sizes, one of which is to be used
in the c¢ity while the other i1s to be used in the country.

A number of states have followed Virginia's lead in providing
guides for their markers and today North Carolina, Delaware,
Vermont, Pennaylvania, Kansaa, Montana and South Dakota have
published attractive guldes to their markers.

The numbsr of markers erected by various states extend
from the fifteen and twenty-three erected by Wyoming and
Washington respectively to the uncounted thousands eracted
by KRew York.s7 Virginia and Pennsylvanla are probably second
and third with approximately 1300 and 1000 installed respective-
ly. New York has extremely short inscriptions, while Wisconsin

and Kansas inscoriptions often consist of as many as 150 words.

57 List of New York marksrs,
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Washington's markers are thought to be largest in size,
Known expenditures'of various states in beginning their pro-
gram ﬁary from'the "no initial" outlay of Illinois to the
approximately $18,000 expenditure of Virginia during the
first year of ihstalling markers., Methods used by Mississ-
ippi in carrying out her marker program are economical,
resourcaful and most effective in inviting state~-wide §uﬁa~
1ic‘part1cipation, interest énd support, Greatest particl-
. pablon in the highway marker program has occurred in the
Mlddle Atlantic States where all states have engaged active-
iy .in the program.58 Least participation 1s to be found in
the‘éouthwestarn states 97 No state of that group is known to
have taken part in a state-supported program.

Today the program of erecting markers is inactive in

. FNew Jersey, Kensas, Maryland, Delaware and Massachusetts.

Lack of funds is the chief cause for this inactivity., Nelther
of these states expresses disappointment at the results
achieved, Most of these statés will probébly reopen their
program while in flve states - Missouri, Mississippi, New
Hampshire, Georgia and Tennessee - a system of state-supported
markers has been inaugurated but recently. At present, Tennes-
see has the most ambitious program for marking its historicsl

sites..

58 3States referred to are: New York, New Jeraey,
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and West Virginia.

59 BStates here referred to are: C(allfornia, Nevada,
Utah, Colorado, Arizona and New Mexico.
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In evaluating Virginia's claim to primacy in the
historlical highway marker program and the eitent, therefore,
to which the 014 Dominion may have influsnced other states,
it 1s well to weligh the relative merits of related work
carried on first in Missouri and later in New York at about
the same time a similar progrem was being started in Virginia,
Commenting on the lneffectiveness of the early marking gf ,
historical sites, such as was presumably done in Missouri;

Dr. S. K, Stevens, Pennsylvania State historian and diregctor
;;of the marker prqject in his own Statse, explains that the
early materials used made the reading of inscriptions diffi-
cult and that thelgtone or bronze tablets, or column was
"often planted aboubt with shrubbery, which did an effective
Job of hiding it from public view."ﬁo This possibly ekplains
the reason that the early historical project in Missouri re-
ceived so little attention and which neither prompted other
states to begin such a program nbr was able to contribute to
the programs of other states once they were started,

New York markers met many requisites of a modern histori-
cal highway marker. The material used was metal, the plaques
were placed on the highway in appealing to tourists and the
1nacriptions were conclse and readable, New York's possible
claims to primacy in this uniques method of designating

significant places, however, is seriously marred by the fact

60 S. K. Stevens, "History by the Wayside", American
Herltage, 1-2: 16, September, 1949.
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- that her program has been seversly criticized. Dr. Stevens
remarks that New York's legends are poor and that the sub?
Jects selected are often too localf Dr., Stevens adds that
even "New Yorker's are free to admit that their program

suffered from a lack of careful;planning"'ﬁl Mr. Hawes, an

/
authority on markers and President of the Sewah Studiecs in  /

which largs numbers of metal markers are ménufactured, agys"/
quite frankly, "New YorkAhas'some of the most'unaatisfacfary
markers in tha United States"‘sg According to Mr; Hawes,
plaques have been erected at too many placas In New York in
which there has been no interesting history to justify them.
On what, it may be asked fairly, may Virginia lay claim
to primacy regarding the historical highway movement of the
nation? 1In answering this questlion, it will be remembered
that even today offici&ls of two states mention the asaisﬁance
rendsred them by Virginia while, no doubt, cther states would
~ willingly acknowledge a similar indebtedness through the
‘proper officials had these men not died or had they not been
replaced by others who were unacquainted with or who were
unwilling to admit the help received from another state,
Writing of work done by various states in designating its
historical places, Dr. Stevens has this comment, "Virginia's

markers in particular have attracted nation-wide attention.

61 Ibid, p. 18.

62 "Conferencs on Historic Marking", Micﬁigan State
Collegs, Lansing, May 21, 1951, p. 3.
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Hundreds of thousands of travelers through the "0ld Dominion
State™ have paused to read the black and white highway
MATKOTE +se."C% Thousands of letters of inquiry received .
in Virginia from individuals, societies, organizations and
state officiala throughout the natlon,who sought information
aa’to how they might begin a similar program in their own
state, 1s indicative of the interest which Virginia markers
aroused., Finally, the subseéuent beginning of almost 1de9§1~
cal programs In other states uslng much the game methods”and
technliques first employed in our own State ls conclusive
evidence of the tremendous influence which the marking of
historical spots in Virginia had on the similar endsavors of
a nation. Dr. Eckenrode claims to have established but one
precedent = that of being the first to mark military campalgna
and troop movements by markers placed on the highways., Our
study tends to prove that this claim 1s entirely too modest
and that Dr. Eckenrode might claim for his native State the
honor of being the "father™” df the highwa& marker pfoject.
Dr. Stevens is authority for the statement that "The
~ long range result of the marker of today will be & lesson in
Americenism for the thousands ofipersons who travel American
highways. This lesson will be made apparent to many people in

the community and in the stats in which markers ars located

63 Stevens, loc. ¢it., p. 16,
64. Ibid, p. 57.
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who never realized that theirs was the locale for something
which played an epochal part in the drama of Amerlca's evoe
lution as a land of liberty and opportunity_.”s4 It 18 1dle
probably to speculate on the possible effect which the marke
ing of historically significant sites in Virginia has had /
eventually on the tremendously inoreased interest manifasted}
by our nation in its past. Certaln 1t is that long before

the advent of the "Freedom Traln". Virginia had its own
"Freedom Train" in reverse which through the medium of those
viewing our markers, was disseminating not only important bits
of Virginia history throughout the nation but, more important,
was instilling and inculcating in our visitors the desire to
atart such in a prograﬁ in thelr own state that the historical
heritage of their own homslénd might combine with the histori-

cal lore of other states to become the common heritage of all,

64 Ibid, p. 57,
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APPENDIX I

ORIGINAL HISTORY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Executive Journal®

from

Fabrﬁary 1, 1926 to January 31, 1930

Secretary of Commonwealth {p. 131)

April 1, 1927

Appointed and commisslioned as a member of the Advisory

Committes on Historlical Markers of the Buresu of Archaeology

and History, at the recommendation of the State Commission

on Conservation and Development, to each of the following

persons;

Dr. Douglas S. Freeman
Dres Jo Av C¢ Chandler

Dr. H,
Dre P
Dr. R.
Dr., D.
Dr. J.
Dr. W.
Dr. S.

Attest:

R
A
L.
R.
P.
Jde
c.

M. W. Hutchinson

McIlwaine
Bruce
Morton
Andsison
MeConnell
Wayland
Mitchell

Sacretary of Commonwealth

Richmond
Williamsburg
Richmond
University
Williamsburg
Lynchburg
East Radford
Harrisonburg

Richmond

Harry F. Byrd

3 ‘
Executive Journal is available in the State Library.
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APPENDIX II

HISTORY ADVISORY COMMITTEE AS OF 1949

Mr. D. A Gannaday; Radford College, Radford.

Mr. Randolph W, Church, Virginia State Librgfy, Richmond.
Col. E. Griffith Dodson, State Capitol, Riohﬁond.

Dr. J. D. Eggleston, Hampden-Sydnsy,

Dr, Wilmer L. Hall, Virginias State Library, Richmond.

Dr. W. Bdwin Hemphill, World War II History Division,
Charlottesville.

Mrs., Rose MacDonald Skoggs, Berryville,
Dr. W. Ho T, Squires*, Norfolk.
Dr. E. G, Swem, Williamsburg.,

Rev, W. Clayton Torrence, Virginia Historical Soclety,
Richmond.

Dr. John W, Wayland, Madison College, Harrisonburg..
Hon., Alexander W. Weddell™, Richmond.

Dr. Maude K. Woodfinﬁ, Westhampton College, University of
Richmond, , ,

&
&Deeeasad.

The above information from A Hornbook of Virginia

History, (Richmond: The Division of History of the Virginia .

Department of Conservation and Development, 1949), n.p..



APPENDIX III

YEAR BY YEAR APPROPRIATIONS VOTED BY THE LEGISLATERE TO
DEFRAY EXPENSES OF HISTORICAL MARKER PROJECT

Year Amount of Appropriation
1927

1928

1929

1930 $20,770
1931 $20,670
1932 $19,220
1933 $19,220
1934 $17,005
1935 $17,005
1936 $17,005
1937 $17, 005
1938 -$17, va :
1939 617, 400
1940 $18,355
1941 $18,355
1942 $18,770
1943 $18,170
1944 $21,775
1945 $21,595
1946 $25,505
1947 $21,545
1948 $27,065
1949 $22,465

1 Funds from Publicity fund first uged,

appropriations began 1920,

Regular

- 122



123

Flgures on previous page from Report of Controller.

Pigures with regard to years 1927, 1988 and 1929 cannot
be exact. It is felt safe, however, to guess that figures
for those years are pretty well in line with those of sube
sequent years. The following figures have been taken from
minutes.g ”
Summary of expenditures as of November 17, 1927,
History: :
Salaries - - - - - - - { 9640,79
Travel = « =« « - =« -«  1953.48
Markers = = = = = - =«  2678,02

Supplies and Equipment 5169.,91
$ 17442.20

Taking the average yearly expenditurs for the first
three years as $20,000 (estimate) we arrive at the following
eatimate of the total cost through 1949:

$369,680 ~ total cost of all years from 1930 through 1849,
60,000 - cost of project for first three years.

§$456,680 - total cost of operation of project through 1949,
It may be noted from the preceding that yearly appropriations
for the project ran from $17,005 to $27,065 with an average

yearly expenditure of approximately $20,000,

2 Minutes of Conservation and Development Commission,
November 22, 1927, p. 5.
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APPENDIX IV

Positions Abollshed>

Virginia Conssrvation Commission

Division of History and Archaeology

Position ' Salary Saving
Director {His. VIII) $ 4,624.00
Clerk Stenographer C 2,227.20

Assistant to Director (His. VIII) 4,200,00
Assistant Director (His. VII) Part-Time 2,656,08
Pleld Assistant (His. VII) 3,768.00
" Tpade Helper (Seasonal) 328,00
Art Index Clerk (His. VII) Part~Time 1,488,00
$19,291.28

3 Charles J. Duke, Jr., "Report on the Headquarters
Organization of the Department of Conservation and Development”.
(Chief-of-Staff. Richmond, December 28, 1948), p. 1.
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APPENDIX V
PHASES OF INTEREST REPRESENTED BY HISTORICAL MARKERS® e
Phases of Interest gﬁﬁzgﬂtiﬁgﬁgﬁfirghﬁgg
1, Civil VWar 271
2. Revolutionary War 48
3, Places (other than homes, buildings,
, : townsa, etc. 75
4., Towns 79
5. Churches v , 78
6. Homes, esteates, plantations | 146
7. Birthplaces | e .
8., Deathplaces (graves, graveyards, burial
grounds, tombs) 18
9. Taverns, inns, hundreds 18

10, Institutions (schools, academles,
colleges, universities) 30

1l. Roads and highways - 18

12. Rilvers, creeks, fords, swamps, etc. 24
13. Persons : 33
14, Forts, arsenals 42
15, World War I 2 ‘
16. Mines (coal, iron, gold, salt, furnaces) 11
17. 1Indian 5 | 22
18, Court Houses 17
19, Mills 6
20, Organizations, expeditions, events 14
21. S8tate parks, recreation centers 18

22, Miscellansous buildings (other than court-
houses, mills) as shrineg 5

23, PFerriles, landings, bridges, wharves, etc. _18
Total - 1012

4 This gudy represents all markers erected in counties
and cities exclusive of state~line and county-~line markers.
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APPENDIX VI

DISTRIBUTION OF MARKERS ACCORDING TO CITIESS

%

Number of Markers Cities Total Number
22 Norfolk 1
15 Petersburg 1
12 | Lynchburg 1

9 . Portsmouth N
8 . | _ Winchester 1
4 Charlottadville, Hampton and 3
Richmond .
3. : - Danville and Roanoke 2
2 . . Bristol, Fredericksburg, 4
Harrisonburg and Radford
1 : 'Alexandria, Colonial Heights, 6

Martinsville, Newport News,
Staunton and Waynesboro

0 - Buena Vista, Clifton Forge, 7
Falls Church, Hopewsll, South
Norfolk, Suffolk and Williams-
burg .

5 It will be noted that "Number of Markers" in each
instance i1s followed by a list of cities having that parti-
cular number of markers while figures to right indicate total
number of elties in that marker-group classification.
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APPENDIX VII

RELATION BETWEEN NUMBER OF CIVIL WAE MARKERS AND TOTAL
NUMBER OF MARKERS

- Total Number Rumber of Civil
City of Markers War Markers

Norfolk 22
Petersburg o 15

b
2

Lynchburg
Portsmouth
Winchester
Charlottesville
Hampton
Richmond
Danville
Roaﬁoke

Bristol
Fredericksburg
Harrisonburg
Radford
Alexandria
Colonial Heights
Mertinsville
Newport News

Staunton

w kY
mlHHPH,PH!D!ONN&W»P-&;&CDtO

Waynesboro

. _
UJOOOOHOOHHOO&NPOD!OCDNW

6 This study includes all markera which have been
erected in clties of Virginia.
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APPENDIA VIII

DISTRIBUTION OF MARKERS ACCORDING TO GDUNTIE87
" Numbar of Markers Counties Total
| 44 Henover 1
37 Henrico 1
29 Chasterfisld 1l
26 Fairfax 1
19 Prince William and Spotaylvania 2
17 Frederick, Jamss Clty, New 51
Kent, Orange and Westmoreland
18 Caroline and Gloucester 2
15 Clark and Faugquier
14 Culpeper, Dinwiddie, Loudoun,
Nansemond and Surry
13  Charles City, Lee, Prince 7
Goorge, Rockbridge, Shenan-
doah, Smyth and Stafford
12 Albemarle, Campbell, Charlotte, 5
King and Queen and Prince
Edward
11 : Tazewell L
10 Augusta, Botetourt, Brunswick,
Bssex, Lancaster, Loulas, Nore
follk, Warren and Wythe
9 Hadison and Warwick 2
8 Amella, Bedford, Isle of
Wight, Hontgomery, Northampton,
Scott and Southampton
7 Goochland, Halifax, Nottoway, 5
Rockingham and Wiase
6 Accomac, Cumberland, Elizabeth 9

City, Giles, King Willlam,
¥iddlesex, Nelson, Roanoke and
Russell

n——

7 It will be noted that "Number of Markers" in each ine
stance 1s followed by a list of countles having that partiocular

RUEBSF 8f BBTHEIEs"TA EnlicHFs, v1 08  FighE Sndtonte total
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DISTRIBUTION OF MARKERS ACCORDING TO COUNTIES {(Continued)

Rumber of Markers

5

Counties Total
Appomattox, King George, 9

Mecklenburg, Patrick,
Powhatan, Pulaski, Rappahan-
nock, Richmond and Washington

Alleghany, Buckingham, Fluvanna, 7
Grayson, Northumberland, Pitt-
sylvania and Sussex

Amherst, Bland, Henry and 4
Princess Anne

Dickenson, Floyd and Franklin 3
Bath, Buchanan, Carroll, Cralg, 10
Creensville, Highland, Lunen- [
burg, Mathews, Page and York

Arlington and Greene 2

100
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APPENDIX IX

RELATION BETWEEN NUMBER OF CIVIL WAR MARKERS AND TOTAL
NUMBER OF MARKERSS

Total Number Number of Civil
County of Markers Yiar Markers
Hanover , 44 .27
Henrlco 37 ‘ | 27
Chesterfield 29 v 15
Falrfax . 26 ; 156
Prince William 19 1l
3potsylvania 19 9
Frederick 17 11
James City w7 2
New Kent | 17 3
Orange 17 6
Westmoreland 17 0
Carollne 16 v
Gloucester 16 0
Clarks - 15 6
Fauquler | 15 9
Culpeper 14 7
Dinwiddie 14 3
Loudoun : 14 6
Nansemond 14 3
sSurry 14 0
387 165

8 This study limited to twenty counties having larger
total number of markers,
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- destmoreland « The Washington Home
Charles City « Weatoveyr, Shirley, & Berkeloy

APPENDIX XIX

Historic churches and homes, subjects of marker intorsst, which wors o
open for inspection during Historic Carden Week in Virginla, April 25,1851,
Cities = Potorsburg - Blandford Churehe Richrmond « Wilton.
Countles «~ Horthampton - Hungaras Church

Princess anne « Eastorn Shore Chapel

B

Gloucester - Churoheas Ablngdon & Ware. White Marsh & Cappahosio —

Prince Georgoe - Brandon

King Ceorge « iarmion

Staflord » aquis Church

Loudoun « Ok Hill

Orange « Montpsllier & Hontbollo-—

Clark = Old Chapelk

Albomaxrle « Hontlcello, Ach Lawn, & Castle Hill
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