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UNIVERS ITY OF RICHMOND LAW SCHOOL

TORTS Examinetion Mr o *use May 29, 1961

1. Doe, & physician specilizinrg in eye, enr, nose, and throat, gave Poe, a patienty
en snaesthetic before larcing the right eardrum to remove a foreign substance.

Doe made @ misteke and had the instrument against the left eardrum when Fog, still
under the influence of the anmssthetic, leaped from the cheir and ran amuck, break-
ing medical instruments., In order %o protect himself, &nd his equipment from
furthor demsge, end to prevent Foe from inflicting injury upon himself, Doe held
Pos momentarily, and when he could hold him no longer pushed him through an open
window four feet above the ground. Poe landed in Eoe's flower bed breaking his

erm end destroying some of Roe's flowers. What, if any, are the rights and lia~
bilities of the purtiss? Give reasons.

2. P, o young woman, purchused 2t a drugstore a tin of aspirin and a tin of
tablets designed to be dissolved in weter to create a skin lotion for the treat-
ment of eczemn. As she left the drugstore to walk home, she was hailed by D, a
friend, who wes driving by. D offered hor g 1lift to her home. D spoke thickly,
and zs P entered the car to sit beside him she caught o strong reek of alcholic
breath. The time wes early evening and the distance to her home about a mile
through & residential section of the citye

As D drove along P watched him carefullyr, insisting that he drive slowly, and
worning him to be especially careful at evafy intorsoction. 4&s they neared her
home they came to an interssction with a treffic lighte. Just before the car
entored the intersection the light turned rsd. P yélled to D o stop, but in his
confused excitoment he prossed the accelerator instead of the brake. The car
derted into the intersection where it wos struck by E, driving into the inter-
section from the cross-street ot 60 milos an hour. The speed limit was 20 miles
an houxr .

Dt's car was overturnod. T wos badly bruised but menuged to crawl out. Her
heed was aching badly, and she took two tablets of whot she believed to be aspirine.
In fact, in her dazoed state, she had mistakonly swallowed two of the skin lotion
pills which subsequently ceused her suvere intostinal disorders, lasting for six
wWeGls e

F brings action against D cleiming demages for tho injuries suffered in the
impact end for the illness caused by the pills. What result? Why?

3 & city ordinence made it & misdemeanor to park a vehicle in any roadway for
more then 18 consecutive hours, and another ordinance similarly prohibited the

use of fireworks without a licenses Connie found the gasoline geuge registering
empty when she enterod her convertible on the gvening of July 3, and wondered if
gasoline had been siphoned out by a thief. After using the convertible and having
the tank filled with posoline, she apain parked it on the street in front of her
apartment building. Gesoline leaked slowly from the fuel line. Twenty-four hours
leter o small pool of gasoline had collectwd around cne tire of Sid's sedan which
was perked just behind Connie's convertible. The gasoline was ignited by a fire-
crockor tossed by lO0-year-old Dennis and +the resulting fire severely damaged both
cars. Tho firecracker had been given to Dennis by a friend with the lmowledge of
Dennist! father. Discuss the possible liabilities and defenses of Connie, Dennis
and his father.

4, O is the operator of a bus that runs along a city street. One day, P, a
passenger sected neur the operator's seat, engaged @in conversation. As the bus
approached F's destinction, P rose to move to the proper exit nesr the center of
the Bus. &s he did so, he made a final bantering remark to O, who turned his head
to reply, #&s O turned back to watch the road ahsad, he noticed thet C, 2 child of
10, had dashed into the strect to retrieve u ball snd was just a few feet in front
of the bus. Hastily, O applied the brzkes with full power, bringing the bus to

an abrupt stops. F was thrown to the floor of the bus, suffering injuries. The

(Ovor)
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front bumper of the bus gruzed C's back, inflicting minor bruises. In actions by
C against O, F against O, and P against C, what results? Why?

5, P, who was suffering from bursitis in her right shoulder, received e series of
X-ray troatments from D, a doctor spocializing in X-ray therapy. #s a result of
the treatnents being nezlipgently excessive, £'s shouldsr began to itch, turned
pink, then rod, and blisters formede The blistors reptured, leaving the raw
flesh of the shoulder exposed. She complained of this condition to D who gave
hsr 2 prescription for soms salve. &fter using ths salve for a period of two
years without complote success, she consulted a dermatologiste. After teking a
history and malking an exemination the dormotologist prescribed a substance used
in the treatment of rediodermatitis and correctly advised P to have her shoulder
checked every six moanths as cancer might develop. #s a result of this statement
P developed severe cancarophobia, i.0., foar of csancor, for which she brings an
action against D. May she recover? Why or why not?

6. P, a six-ysar-old boy, while playing in front of a parked automobile manu=
factured by D, inadvertontly cams in contect with the redictor ornament on the
car and pierced his eyeball. The ornement wuss a pointed piece of motal some 10
inches long fastened to the front of the car over the radiator. It pointed fore
ward and protruded severazl inches boyond the front of the vehicle. P brings an
action arainst D to recover for the loss of his eye, alleging negligence in plan
and desipne What result? Why?
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