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PREFACE

Richmond has today become one of the most important cities
in the South, The foundation was laid for this early in its history.
In 1775 Richmond was a village of only a few houses; in 1860 it was
a growing city. The story of the years between 1775 and 1860 is tied
up closély with the story of the migration of people into Richmond
and with their }.ive$ as they helped to develop the capital of Virginia.

I have in this paper attempted to show the trend of migration
into Richmond from 1775 to 1860 and to show the important part that some
of the individual immigrants played in developing the city.

i‘o all the people who have helped me T wish to express my
gincere thanks. Dr. Ralph McDanel, of the University of Richmond,
hag always been willing to help mej this I have greatly appreciated.
The librarians at the Virginia State Library have been very helpful in

finding materials and giving suggestionse



CHAPTER I
RICHMOND'S GROWTH FROM 1775 TO 1860

The site of the City of Richmond, Virginia, was first visited
by Englishmen'. early in the seventeenth century, not long after thelr

arrival at Jamestown,
Hatures with strong and artistle hand, has formed

a splendid site for a great city, at the_Falls of the

river called Powhatan (The JamesS) eeese *

Captain Newport and Captain John Smith, with twenty other men,
explored in 1607 this area at the Falls. The next year Captain Newport
returned, as he believed he could find a route to the South Sea by sailing
up the James River. 2

Farly attempts to establish settlements at Richmond failed, but in
16l); the CGeneral Assembly ordered that a fort be built at the Falls to keep
back the Indiang, A the Indians were still giving trouble in 1679, the As-
sémbly of the Virginia Colony granted Captain William Byrd certain rights to
the landg at the Falls, if he would settle fifty strongly armed men there to

LeGnristian, W, Ashbury, Richmond: Her Past and Present, p.l.
’ .Ibida p.2. ’




protect the settlement in the East, Captain Byrd took advantage of this
and "fforte Charles" ,-3 as it was then called; protected the eastern settle-
ments of Virginia until the frontier moved west of Richmond.

At the Fort Captain Byrd erected a warehouse, which sdon became
the trading post between the East and Westj here boats from the East and
wagons from the West met,.ll

After Captain Byrd's death in 170L, his son, Colonel William Byrd,
succeeded him, In his jourral under the date of September 19, 1933, he re-
corded?

When we got home, we laid the foundation for two

large cities, one at Shacco'sy, to be called Richmond,

and the other at the falls of the Appomattox River, to

be named Petersburge These Hajor Mayo offered to lay

out into lots without fee or reward, The truth of it

is, these two places being the uppermost landing of

James and Appomattox rivers are naturally intended for

marts where the traffic of ths outer inhabitants must

centre, Thgs we did not build castles only, but also cities

in the air,

Richmond was established as a town by law in 1742, but it did not
grow beyond a hamlet until the time of the Revolutionary War,. ‘

Williamsburg was the capital of Virginia before 1777, but as the
war continued, the General Assembly realized that this city was Operied to
attacka by the British. They passed a bill removing the arms, ammunitions,
troops and also the public records to Richmond.®

In May, 1779, because of the danger to Williamsburg and because

of the central location of Richmond, the Assembly passed an act moving Vir-

3Tbid. pe5.
LTpid,
SIbiEo PeTle

(’fbia. P



ginia's seat of government from Williamsburg to Richmond. This decision

cauged the population of Richmond to grow rapidly.7
Mrs, Edward Carrington described the Richmond of 1779 to a friend

in a letter.

It is indeed a lovely situation, and may at some
future period be a great city, but at present it will
afford scarce ons comfort of life., With the exception
of two or three families, this little town is made up

of Scotch factors, who enhabit small tenements here
and there from the river to the hill ceeae

Richmond was unpreparsd for the sudden increase in population,
As government officials moved into the town, they found hardly sufficient
homes. Temporary public buildings had to be used until permanent ones
could be planmned and built, Not only did the war bring in govemmén‘h Of'=
ficials, but businessmen, such as innkeepers and newspapermen, came fram
Williamsburge Foreigners came and settled in Richmond, drawn by the trade
and industry growing up around the tomn. About 1761 Richmond's populatien
was 16003 about half of these were slaves. The Qeneral Assembly in 1782
incorporated Richmond as a city, making it the sixth one of the Commonwealth.’

Morse, the geographer, has deacribsed the Richmond of 1709,

It contains about three hundred houses. The new ones

are well built. A large and elegant State~house, or

Capitol, has lately been erected on the hill. The lower

part of the town is divided by & creek, over which there

is a bridge, which for Virginia is elegant. A handsome

and expensive bridge between three hundred and four hundred

yards in length, has lately been thrown across James River..se
A canal is cutting on the north side of the river, which is

Z_Riclmond Capifal of Virginia, pp. 13-lL.
OChriStiaﬂ, 22.93-_&. p.lBo
I1bid, pe2l.




to terminate in a basin of about two acres in the
town of Richmond. The opening of this canal promises
much wealth to Richmond, 10

In 1790 the first census of the United States was taken and

Richmond!s population had growm to 3,761l. The report divided the figures

as followss
Freewhibemalealéandup-.....; 878
Free white males under 16 + ¢ ¢ « o & o 353
Free white females v 6 2 s b v e w 786
A1 other free persons « « s « « » « o o 256
Slaves -oa.no;o‘:tcc-oolzh’?g

Total + o o » o3,761 11

Although Richmond received only a small percentage of the foreign
immigration in comparison to some of the cities of the North, more came
than the majority of people realize, To help this, as early as 1788 an
Amicable Soclety was formed to aid strangers and way-farers who came to the
citys The society was a closed one with only sixty membersj; it lasted until
1855, 32 Richmend seems to have tried %o make these strangers feel at home,

Soon after the Revolution the govefxment. of Virginia and the
United States became iﬁterested in passing laws concerning immigrants, On
May 8, 1705, the Attorney Generaly Edmund Randolph, gave the following opine
ion to the Governor of Virginia on the question of arresting foreignerss

The Executive cannot give a direction to the
Sheriff to arrest foreigners at the instance of their

consuls without a particular application in every case.
For the act enjoins the Executive to use their discre-

mﬂm, Henry. Historical Collectigsof Virginia, p.10.
]%First Census of the United States (1790) p.lQ.
Tordecal, Samuel, Richmond in By-Cone Days, lst.ed, p.7.




tion where he (the consul) shall require aid for
exacuting the samej = nor does the law of nations
Justify such a procedure, 13

Congress, in 1794 on Mr. Madison's motion, passed a law to make
the obligatory period of residence before naturalization five years. The
Federalists raised the term of probation to fourteen years in 1797 and
passe’d' an Alien Act saying the President had the power of arresting and
sending any alien out of the Union_.lh The majority of Virginians were
against these Aliens and Sedition Acts passced by the Federal government,
and many debates were held in the General Assembly. Finally the Genersl
Assembly passed resolutions against these laws, and sent them to various
other states,

The Legislature of Virginia having on the 2lst

of December, 1798, ordered certain resolutions, cen-

suring the administration of the Federal Government,

to be transmitted for the concurrence of the Legisla=

ture of the several states, and receiving in its last

gessiong proceedings of some of the states on thoss

resolutions unfavorable to thelr views, referred those

proceedings to a committee, and justifying the resolu-

tions, and solemnly adhering to themy as true, constitu-
- tional and salutary.

The resolutions, embracing & varlety of topies,
if not intended, were well calculated, as a declaration
of war by the State of Vir i%nia against the government
of the Unl'bed 5tates esaee
Some foreigners were tried in Richmond because of these acts.
By 1800 Richmond's population had grown to 5,737; Richmond had

grown more rapidly from 1780 to 1800 than at any period during the Colonial

Dcallendar of Virginia State Papers, Vol.IV, p.29.

Ut Ter, Tyon Gardiner, History of Virginia, Vol.II, p.327.
lsAddiaon Alexander, Analysis of the Reno?% of the Committee of the
Cmmnittea of the Virginia Assembly, on the Proceedingg of Sundry

Other States in Answer to their Resolutions, p.3.




era, Part of this increase was caused by foreigners, particularly the

French, coming to help us during the Revolution. Later political refugees

fled from France during their Revolution, and some came to Richmond.16

There was in EﬁrOpe, particularly in the German states, actual
enlistment of emigrants to come to this country. The Cerman Princes were
80 worried about the decreaée of population in their states that they acw
tually passed laws prohibiting Amigra’oibn. The agents worked so secretly
that it was hard to trace them.'’

Newlanders at Hamburg in 1792 had such an indirect
way of working that it was very difficult for the govern-
ment to trace them down and find the person chiefly
responsible for enlistmenta. Unemployed men and deserters
meeting by chance certain agents on the street or in the
inns would be referred to othera. These in return would
refer them to American ship captains, but in such a way
that if they were examined by officials, it would be im=
possible for the emigrants either to identify the enticers
by name or admit they Wei-g going to America otherwise than
of their own free will. ‘

These promotion agents usually \fmrked- on & commission basis and
made a great deal of money on these emigrants, There have been claims that
some Hugenot fémilies in France paid as much as six or eight thousand livres
to escape religious persecution. Sometimes these agents increased their
profits by stealing emigrant property and cash.19

Richmond had received her share of these foreigners who came from

Furope, and by 1810 her population had increased to 9,735. The number of

16Richmond: Capitol of Virginia, p.l5

17Brite, John Duncan, The Attitude of Eurcpean States Toward Emigration
to the American Colbnies and the United States, pelbl .

18751d, p.1oo
19“1'b‘i‘§'," p.158




inhabitants in the city had grown to 12,046 by 18203 there were 6,40L
whites, 4,393 slaves, and 1,246 free negroaé.zo

Because their political rights were either curtailed or complete-
ly withdrawn, many German Hebrew families settled in Richmond about 1820,

By 1830 there were 7,755 whitéa; 64315 slavesy and 1,960 free negroes, mak-
ing the total population of Richmond 16,060, Tﬁe population of Richmond
in the past ten years had increased by thirty-three and a half per cent.21

During the decade of 18LO to 1850 Richmond received a small, yet
valuable group of English, Irish, and French, as well as more young Germans , 24
The majority of these Germans came {rom Hesse and Saxony. HMany of them
lived in New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore or New Orleans before coming to
Richmonde In 1840 Richmond's population was 20,153; in 1850 it was 30,280,23

‘Most of these immigrants adjusted themselves easily to their new
home, but some of their ideas horrified the more conservative groups in Rich-
mond for a while.

A German political club in Richmond advocated old age pensions and
other measures of social security as early as 1850, One reaction to such
radicalism was a sudden growth in Richmond of the Know-Nothing Party, a
secret organization devoted to political activity against foreign born citi-
zens and immigrants.2h

Richmond continued to grow., In 1860, just before the War Between

the States, the population had grown to 37,900. Of these 23,625 were whites,

%gghristian, opecitss pa98e

bid P °

22pToTond Capital of Virginia: Approaches to Its History, p.19.
aﬁSdhmicht,Herman, The German hlement in virginia, Vol.ll,p.29.
2 Richmond, Capital of virginia: Approaches to 1ts History,p.l9.




2,575 free negroes, and 11,699 slaves 25

From the period 1775 to 1860 Richmond had gromn from a village
to a citye. These inunigranzs, who had entered the city and made it a home,
had given liberally to the political, social, and culturel 1ife of Richmond.
TWhether they remained here the rest of their lives, or whether they stayed
only a short time, there are traces of their work. Every vocational field
had its representatives. There were ministers, doctors, teachers, writers,
and many others who migrated here and made Richmond their home. They became

a part of Richmond,

25gchuricht, opecited, peS3.



CHAPTER II
THE IMMIGRANTS' PART IN EDUCATION

Many of Richmond's early schools owe their existence to immigrants
who came here from Europe. In many old newspapers are found, inserted by
foreigners, advertisements of‘academies for both young gentlemen and young
ladies, offering such subjects as French, dancing, mathematics, English,
and bookkeeping, Many of Richmond's prominent citizens of the day were

educated in these schools,

Frenchmen, because of the aid France had given the American Col~
onies in winning their independence, were very popular in the United States
in the years immediately following the Revolution. One evidence of this
popularity is the desire of many Americans during that period to learn the
French language.

Richmond had its share of French people who came in during the
pericd of the American Revolution and who remained here; some earning their
-living by teaching school}._ Other political refugees from France came durw
ing their Revolution, settled here in Richmond, and entered the field of

education, .
7o Richmond belongs the pulmary distinction of founding the first



acadeny of sclences and arts in English America having the scope of

LtAcademie des Sciences et des Beaux-Aris dea Ttats Unis'£26

Thia academy
was begun by Chevaller Alexander Marie Quesnay de Beaurepaire.

Quesnay de Beaurepaire came to Virginia in 1777 wishing to dis-
tinguish himself as a soldier in the American Revolution., He was the'grand-
son of Dr. Quesnay, famous French Philosopher, economist and court physician
of Louis XvI."27

Sir John Peyton, a colonel of the Gloucester Militia, welcomed
this former captain of the Royal Guards of Louis XVI to Virginia and pre-
sented him to CGovernor John Page. His army career did not last long because
he lacked funds, his 1ettérs of recommendation were lost by the carelessness
of the Governor's clerks, and he had a long, serious illness, During hié
illness he lived for two years with the Peytons in Gloucester at their home,
- nIglehan" 28 |

With the suggestions of John Page and others in his mind, Quesnay
de Beaurepaire set out for Philadelphia in 1780 to establish his academy in
the capital city of the United States. Minus his letters of reommendation
and without enough funds, he mived in this war-weary city to compete with
other Frenchmen alreédy established there as teachers. Although his curricu=

g leagher, Margaret, Education in Richmond, p.19
Gaines, Richard Howard, “"Richmond's First Academy Projected by M. Quesnay
de Beaurepaire in 1786%, p.lie
Virginia Historical Collection, XI (1892) p.l.

28Roberts, John G. "The American Career of Quesney de Beaurepaire," The
French Review, XX (19L7), Hay, ppeL63=h6li,




lum included languages, music, drafting, cartography, portrait painting,
and drama, he was not too successful, Part of his work was the presenting
of a French play at the Southward Theatre, but his dramatic activities soon
stopped because of Philadelphia's laws prohibiting dramatic performances.
As his ains in Philadelphia were not realiged, he moved to New York.2?

New York was not interested in fine artsj therefore Quesnay de
Beaurepaire began to think of Richmond as the ideal place for his academy
of fine arts. By 1785 he was in Richmond laying plans for his large acad-
emyt The Chevalier gives a description of the city he chose for his acad-

emy:

~ Richmond from its situation about 39th degree of
longitude and 37th degree of latitude and by the easy
approach of vessels up to the walls of the Academy (on
Shockoe Hill), seems to offer the most sultable place
in America to establish a general botanical emporium,
The seasons of the year there make their influence
regularly felty the winter is just cold enough and the
summer warm enough to cultivate what grows in North and
South France.

The situation of this city is charming in all resw
pects} its position embraces a valley and two hills, upon
one of which stands the Academy. James River at the foot
of enclosure (enceinte) forms a Buperb cascade of about
three miles long. Transporatation will not longer be
interrupted in this place because of the use of a canal
of a league in length now under construction, which will
rendey the r%ver navigable 80 leagues above this capital
of Virginia.8¢

Prior to the opening of the large academy, Quesnay had a small
school here in Richmond. An advartisement in the September 2hth, 1785

edition of the Virginia Gazette said:

291bid ppeLi6li~Li66. |
30Richmond Academy of Arts, The Academy of Sciences and Fine Arts of
the United States of America, p.10, -




v The schools of the Academy, dancing among them,
arse to be held opposite the Bridge, until the Academy
is completed, t

Soon the Frenchmen showed "ill=-disguised irritation over the lack
of serious-mindedness of the Richmond people who are inclined to encourage
nona of the branches except dancing.“3

The motives of the founder of this Academy are best expressed in

his own words!

IsaW % « » « o the advantage ¢« « « ¢« « Of
multiplying, under circumstances as interesting
as those of the birth of a Republic, the relations
of France with the Republiec, and of uniting it to
my native land of new motives of gratitude, of con-
formity in tastes and of the most interesting com-3
munication between the individuals of two nations. -

Through subscriptions about twelve thousand dollars was raised,
and a site on Shockoe Hill was purchased. This block became known as Acad-
emy Square and was bounded by the streets known today as Broad, Marshall,
and Twelfth and extended beyond the present College Street. The cornerstone
of the building was laid June 26, 1786, in an impressive ceremony led by
Masonic Lodge 13. The Virginla Gazette of June 28, 1786, recounts the event:

Last Saturday the Ancient and Honorable Society

of Free and Accepted Magsons met in their new hall at

8 a.m.; were properly clothed and walked from thence

in posaession to Shockoe Hill under a salute of cannony

for the purpose of laying the foundation stone of Ques-
nay's Agﬁdemy; being met by the trustees. of the under-

‘ba.king.
The building was a frame structure on a brick foundation, Botanica

gzIbid.
311.: The Richmond Acadeny of Arts, _O-E._c_j:;b'. Pe3e
ROberm, ‘92093-‘?_0 Pohéﬁo



gardens in a formal French setting, which might be studied by botanists
from all over the world, were planned.

Because of financial probleps Quesnay rented the completed Acad-
emy building to Hallam and Henry, a theatrical troupe, and continued his
classes in the old building; but supplies for the Academy, such as globes
from England, had arrived. -

His plans were to make the Academy international in scope with
Richmend the center and with branches in Balt.imcra,‘ Philadelphia, and New
York. Quesnay secured the support of many of the leading people of the day,
both in the United States and In Europe. Sarah Bachey the daughter of Ben=-
jamin Franklin, supported the project and wrote to her father asking him
to support it. There are listed in Quesnay de Beaurepaire's Memoire one
h‘;mdred seventy~five people who are supposed to have supported his project.
Thomas Jefferson early had misgivings, and soon these turned to disapproval.
In letteis exchanged between Quesnay and Jefferson, the latter argued that
the United Stateas was not ready for an Academy such as Quesnay had planned,
Beaumarchais of France refused his support. Quesnay did win the favor of
the Paris Royal Academy of Science and of the Royal Society of London.3>

In 1786 Quesnay went to France to secure more funds for hié Acad-
eny, and in 1788 he published his Memoires in Paris. One of the original
co;ﬁiea j.s found in the Virginia State Library. He presented a copy of these

Memotres to Louls XVI and Marie Antoinette,

BSIbid sy P .h69o



While Quesnay de Beaurepaire was still in Paris, the French
Revolution broke outj he 'did not return to this countys He did plan to
return, however, and while phamp for the Revolution, he signed
his name "le Chevalier Quesnay de Beaurepaire, President de l'Acadenie de
Richmond en Virginie o &

The Richmond Academy, as the largest bullding in Richmond, had
the honor of being used in 1788 by the members of the Virginia Convention
to hold their meeting to ratify the Federal Congtitution. By 1800 the
Academy had become a theatrej it was desiroyed by fire in 1803,

This projects; although it failed, went beyond the paper stage.
Had Quesnay succeeded in establishing the Academy on the scale conceived,
Richmond would have become th; intellectual centre not only of the South
and a great part of the North, but perhaps of the whole country. The Chev-
‘alier was well ahead of his time.>'

Another Frenchman who became a part of Richmond's educational
system was Louis Francois Picot. He was an ardent Royalist who fled from
France in 1790« In the United States he is bettér known as Louis Hue
Girardin, Girardin being his mother's name. Afraid that he would be fol-
lowed to Virginia he assumsd>this nama@e. For over ten years he was closely
associated with early education in Richmond and until his death he was the
friend and correspondent of Thomas Jefferson.3® '

Girardin belonged to the group of refugees whose admiration for

36Ibidu, Pe h?oo '
Gaines, loce.cit. XI, p.ll.
38Meagher, 9_2001*1. 9 pp037""38 .



the author of the Declaration of Independence :Eeached the point of being
a cult. He was a teacher of a type superior to the "vﬁgabonds who went a-
bout. earning a living combining the teaching of dancing and French and |
sometimes drawing, earning for their country a reputation of lacking serious
purposa.“39 In America he considered himself a trus American and tried to
keep alive the interest in learning which he had brought with him. He was
always fond of books and study. Prior to his coming to America he had done
some literary work. |

¥hen he came to America, he taught for a time at Georgetown College
in the District of Columbia; then in 1803 he took a professorship in history

at William and Mary College. VWhile there he continued his literary work.

One book he started was the Amocenltates Graphical, written in both French

and English. In 1805 he started a translation of the Revolutionary Annals

of France, which he never ct;vmp‘.!.etad.L‘0

In 1805 Girardin moved to Richmond and advertised in 1808 that he
had taken over Haller's Academy and had reduced the tuition. When the corner-
stone of the Richmond Academy was lald in 1809, Girardin's pupils marched in
the procession. In his Richmond school he offered Greek, Latin, Italian,
French, and Civil and natural history. Charles Fremont taught French compo=
sition. Hrs. Girardin, the former Polly Greenhow of Willlamsburg, tock care

of the female pupils and taught them ornamental arts. The school occupied

39Philips, Edith, Louis Hue Girardin and Nicholas Gown Dufief and their
L Relations with Thomas Jefferson, ped.
OTvid.,ppe3-h.




the house that was formerly the home of Mr, Edmund Randolph‘chl
VWhile in Richmond Girardin was the sole editor and joint proprietor
of the Richmond Enquirer.

In December, 1811, tragedy struck when the Theatre fire caused the
death of his wife and only son, He might have lost his life if he had
not left the theatre that evening for a smoke.

Because of this he left Richnond and.for a while he taught near

Staunton. He continued to do some writing for the Riclmond Inquirer,
Lo H. Girardin's best knwwn literary work is his completion of the

fourth volume of Burke's History of Virginia., This was done under the
close supervision of Thomas Jofferson, John Daily Burke was killed in a
duel with M. Cocquebert in 180&; After completing only three volumes of
his history. The fourth volume was started by Skelton Jdnes, who was also
killed in a duel after completing only sixty-three ;:»agea.l‘2

 Later in 1821 Girardin went to Bal:timre to be principal of a college.
At the time of his death in 1825 he was President of the Haryland Academy
of Science and Literature. It has been said, "he brought to the New World
the best of the ():1.«1."1‘3

Another large scale project was attempted in Richmond by a Swiss

gentlemen named d'Ivernois, who proposed in 1794 to transplant to Richmond
the College of Geneva. He considered the moral climate of Switzerland un-

hlideagherv opecit. pp; 38=3%
hz‘ﬂillim’aﬁgﬁ leirherlﬂ v S.Z: Po98.
hB?hilipS, OpeCi o3 Pe 55.




favorable. Thomas Jeffersen favored this idea and even gave some financial
support, but it was to fail.m‘ _ ‘

From 1787 to 182L a ¥elshman by the name of Fitzwhyllson kept a school
in Richmond, During the Revolution he was & member of the band of Lord
Cornwallis's armyj he settled in Richmond after the war.. In his school he
taught English, mathematics and bockkeeping.‘ Not only did he teach school,
but he played several musi_.ca‘l instruments and kept a bookshop at t_he corner
of lain and Pearl Streets,! His interest in music caused him later to
found the lusical Society, which gave concerts in the Tambark Hall at the
corner of lain and Pearl Streets,i6

An old gentleman by the name of lonsieur Joseph Bonnardel, who had
fled from France at the time of the French Revolution, taught French lessons
privately. He wore at all times 0ld court costumes which showed he had known
better days. Mordecal asserts that he kept every article of his clothing
that he had brought from France with him no matter how old or how worn it
was, He was too proud to ask for assistance, Every movement of his body
was stiff and angular and operated like a machine. His home was a small
wooden house on Grace Street west of Fourth. Bonnardel imagined every hand-
gsome pupil who was old enough‘bolbe in love with him. "The old man rather
lived to love than loved to live.ns7

James Ogilviey a Scotsman, kept in Richmond a classical boarding school

for boys over fifteen. Among the subjects offered were rhetoriec, logic and

Ll - . | )
leagher,; opecits; pe33.
l‘sgearl St’;r'é‘g‘a""ﬁ';tmr’l“eurteenth Street,

hé&&eagher OpeCites pe3S.
h'?&zordacai,“_geg'.'_g_'f_p_: s lst.ed., pel3l.



Scotch metaphysicss The éonmunity looked upon Ogilvie as an eccentric,
and he wasg reputed to use opium.

On certain Sunday afternocons he gave moral and educational lec-
tures on such subjects as "the Evil Effects of Luwxury" and t"Juvenile Eduw
cation.® The good people of the city made so much fuss that he changed
his lectures fram Sunday to Saturday. The people in the Gazette called
his lectures a "gross and open profanation « « +» « o Instead of lj.etening
to lectures we should be qualifying ourselves for future felicity.rll

Ogilvie also had his pupils given public examinations at the
Capitol, a form of juvenile torture of the time., He also had his pupils
attend the Burr trial in Richmond.

~ About 1820 Ogilvie returned to Scotland to assume his ancestral
title, Lord Finlater. Soon after this he killed himself because of a faile
ure in elocution. He was noted for his love of elocution and his é.bility
and he deserves some credit for improving the taste of public speaking in
Richmcnd.w

Previously I mentioned that L. He. Girardin took over the Haller
Acadeny in 1808. It was incorporated in 1807 by a Swiss gentleman, C, S.
L, Haller. Among its trustees were such men as John Harshall and W. H.
Cabells The curriculum was wider than that of the other local schools,
Art and music ware a vitsl part of instruction.

The faculty of this school included L. H. Girardiny, who later took
over the school and Charles Fremont.

hBMeagher, ﬁ cit.., p.li2.
ittle, o5 History of Ra.chmond, pel7.




Dr. Haller stressed the ornamental without
neglecting the practical, He exalted the import~
ance of educating the taste of the young ceese
Nevertheless he had excellent ldeas, 'ggme of them
today the common places of educatione’™

Fisher in his History of Mommental Church states that Haller

ran away from Richmonds Nordecal called him an "impudent adventurer." 52
These are the most important immigrants of the period who have
had a part in creating an educational system in Riclmond,
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~ CHAPTER ITI
THE GERMAN MIGRATION TO RICHOND

When Richmond became the capital of the Commonwealth, there
were already some Germans here in the city. This number was increased
by a portion of the Hessian troops, who were brought over here by the
British to fight the Americans during the Revolution and remained hers

to become citizens of this new country.

The German subsidiary troops, = the “d'....d
Hessians," as they were called in Virginia =~ were
only the involuntary unfortunate victims of an
abominable bargain, which the Englis;); King had ar-
ranged with covetous German Princes, 3

Thousands of these Hessians were captured during the Revolution,

and a portion of them were brought to the 0ld Dominion to be held prison~

ers,

The German Virginians were much grieved by the
deplorable part their captured countrymen were destined
to take in the War of Independencey and the modern )
slave trade of German soldiers was most sgvegg].y con-
demned by all intelligent people of Germany.

In &1 the prison camps the Hessian troops were encouraged to de-

sert. The officers were separated from the men, so that the troops could

533ehuricht, %E.cit.,l, peli2.
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be more easily persuaded to join the American forces. FPromises of"thirty
Spanish dollars hard money,"55 and the use of musiclans, loose women, and
liquor helped persuade many of the Germans to desert.

When the war was over, Congress offered many advantages to these
German soldiers who cared to remain in this country, The Cerman Princes,
vwho had sent their men over here, gladly consented for many of the officers
and men to remain, as they wished to reduce the number in their armies at
this time 056

On February 8, 1783, the Duke of Brunswick

issued an order directing the reduction of his amy,

and giving the officers and mén permission to re-

main in or return to America, and granting those

who did so six month's pay. Each captain was to

receive an allowance on being retired, of $15; %

first lieutenant, $83 a second lieutenant, $6. 57

One of the Hessian soldiers who settled in Richmond was Joseph
Darmsdadt, who Mordecal heard, came to this country as a sutter with troops
that were sold by his pz~i'.11c:t=:..58 He was one of those who escaped the perils
of war and on December 6, 17814, he declared his intention to reside in the
Commonwealth of Virginia and tock an oath of allagiance.59 Tradition says
that Joseph Darmsdadt was captured and as a prisoner was taken to Charlottes-

ville where he early dreamed of & life in the New Wc»rld.60
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Soon after settling in Richmond, he opened a market and proved
himself to be a shrewd man. lHany Germans had settled in the Blue Ri@ge
Valley, and Damsdadt's knowledge of the German language "attracted many
of the farmers who drove their wagonsz to Rj.chmond, laden with the products

61 e 1ived in the

of the dairy, the mill, the forest, and the chase,"
market place and received’ their goods. His socisl disposition atiracted
the select members of society to his market. Almost all of Richmond's
citizens went early to market to get supplies for their homes, and lr,
Darmsdadt always kept a large pot of coffee, which he prepared himself,
before the fireplace to serve to hié friends, the judges, lawyers, doctors
and merchants of Richmond.62 Kany prominent citizens met here to hear the
news. "Its propristor retained it and its customers some thirty or forty
years, until his des.th.”é3

It will be observed from the foregolng that the

citizens of Richmond instead of feeling bitterly to-

wards the Hesslans as a people, received with open arms

those who had the gogﬁ fortune to become acquainted

with American ideas.

There were many other German names in Richmond by 1788, The list
of members of the Amicable Soclety included *Wim. Schermer, J. Kemp, Jgseph‘
Darmsdadt, J. Kerr, A, Leiper, Samuel Myers, Jas. Marx,“és and others. Socme
of these Germans;, who came in this early period, were attracted_by letters

written home ‘by the former Hessian soldiers describing Virginia., So many
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Germans were in Virginia by the end of the eighteenth century that "on
December 23, 1794, House of Delegates of Virginia resolved to publish in
German the most mportant, laws of the State.»%®

The majority of Germans who came to Richmond in the late eigh-
teenth and early nineteenth century were leaders and were interested in
education. Even as late as 1840, according to the census of Virginia,
one twelfth of its population could neither read nor write, The Germans 3
though, had had their parochial school since the days of Governor Spo‘oswood.é"

Some of these Germans brought new ideas to Richmond. W, S. Ast, a
Prussian by birth established in 1794 the first Mutual Assurance Company
against fire in Virginia',r‘ Mr.‘ Ast's office was near the corner of Franklin
and Governor at Thirteenth Streets. He was .“a small, shrivilled, wizenfaced
man, who looked as if he was the descendant of the mother of vinegar."68 His
secéetary in business was Louls M. Rivalain, a Turk, but not a Mohametan,
and an accomplished clerk, but not a handsome ma.n.69

William Ast brought the plan of fire insurance from Prussia, and
was able to extend his plan widely to Norfolk, Petersburg, and Fredericks-
burg, as well as in Richmqnd; " Every person paid a certain quota of insurance
on the value of his house. Extensive fires in these cities, as so many of
the houses were frame, exhausted the first quota of premium, Other payments
were required, and same refused to paye The campany went through hard times,

but it is still in existence today./
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A German, who is almost a legend in Richmond, is the {isherman,
Widewilt. He used Fock Landing, & small island that had been formed in the
Jameg River by a severe ice freshet, as a resort for oyster boats and small
crafts, Many peaple expected this island to disappear as it had been formed.
"The courageous work of the German fisherman calls forth admiration and has
gsurrounded his name with mmamce."71

These CGermans, who came to Richmond, had their affect on the re-
ligious 1life of the city. During the years 1837, 1838 and 1039, several
families from Bavaria arrived who had been accustomed to the German mode of
worship, There was at this time only one Jewish Synagogue in the city, which
was called the Congregation Beth Shulome. About 1840 some twenty families
were organized into a socisty for religious purposes and held their services
at the home of Mr, Meyer Angle. Soon more immigrants arrived, and a syna-
gogue was built on Marshall Street near Sixth. In 1848 the Synagogue, Beth
Ahaba, on Eleventh Street near llarshall, vas dedicateds'® Not only was i:he
Hebrew religion well represented, but there were also Catholic and Lutheran
churches,

After this large migration, which included the family of J, Brauer,
V. Hecher, C. Liewer, and others, Richmond became the center of German life
in Virginia, Celebration of German national events were held in the city,
The German Virginian citizens hoped these celebrati'ona would demonstrate to
theilr countrymen the strength of the German element here and give them more

national self confidence. They hoped also to create more understanding of
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German mores among the Anglo-American citizens of Richmond, !

Some of the Germans who came to Richmond about the middle of the
nineteenth century were fanatics, who cherished the idea of Germanizing
America, Thus number was small but activg for a short while, and set up an
organization calléd "The Free German Society." This society caused suspician
and eriticism among the other citizens in Richmonde. Herman Schuricht, who
came to Richmond in 1859 from Germany, gave an account of this organization
in one of his booka.’n‘

It was about 1650 when a certain Mr. Steinmstz
came to Richmond and made energetic efforts to organize
a "Freie Germeinde," He was assigted by brewer Richter,
of the Chimborazo Brewery, Kr., Kempe, Mr. A. Rich, two
Messe Tenpel, Mr, Steinlein, etc. Several meetings were
held at Montlcello Hotel, where Steimmetz addressed the
members on their principles of Free~thinkers. A great
deal of animosity was aroused, particularly among their
countrynen, by the holsting of a "red flag" over the
neeting house, and this demonstration brought down on
them the appellation of "Die Rotnen® i,e. "the Reds."
In the early part of 1851 Steimmetz was advised to shake
the dust of the city off his feet if he did not desire
to be subjected to complications peculiarly disagreeable
to himself, and he heeded the advice,  ¥With his disappeare
ance the whole movement was wrecked.'

Jealousy of the German's success in Agriculture, industry and com-
merce and the demonstrations in public festivals of the iova of Old Father—
land increased the i1l feelings with Anglo-Virginians. Germans held mass
meetings demanding equal rights in the City Council. A leader in this move

ment was C. R. M. Pohle, who was born in 1821 at Delitsch, Prussia, came to
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New York in 18L)i, and moved ‘o Richmond in 1852. In Richmond ilr. Pohle
was appolnted Pro-Sector of the anatomical department of the Richmond
Medical College and also filled the position of Drum Hajor of the First
Virginia Regiment., He wrote two dramas and some poems which were severely
eriticised.® |

As Richmond had such a large German population, there were several
newspapera published in the German languags. In 1853 B. Hassel, who was |
bom in Cassel, Hessia, founded the Richmond Anzeiger., In 1900 it was the

second oldest Richmond newspaper in existence. It -had many difficulties,

and at times its owner acted as editor, compositor, printer, and distributor.

Herman Schwricht published & daily newspaper called Die Virginische Zeltung,
which soon went out of existence bégause of the Civil War. Reverend Hoyer,
pastor of the German Evangelical St. Johannes Church, published a paper
called the Beobachter, é. weekly paper which existed only & short time as it
Was 80 poorly supported.77

The Germans of Richmond established certain social associations
such as "the Vocal Musical Association," "thé Theatrical Society," and "the
Social Turnverein."” As these immigrants were also interested in dramatics,
three German amateur theatres werse develoi:gd.w
Certain German immigrants here spent part ofr their time writing to

Germany to encourage others to come here, Frederick A. Mayo, a native of

Dederan, Saﬁ:on}, published & book in 1850 encouraging migration to Virginia
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and West Virginia in Richmond, Virginia. In his book Schuricht tells a-

bout one of Mayo's letters.

nineteen per cent of the whole population,

- An Immigration Soclety was organized in Riclmond
to cooperate with the Emigration Soclety in Massia,
Saxeny. He also states that the engineer Frnst Kurth,
born at Koelln near Meissen, and residing in Richmond,
had been authoriged to give his countrymen all informaw
tion they might ask about Virginiag that he had been
employed upon the recommendation of Dr. Cabell by the
Society for the construction in Virginia and that the
plan of the Danville railroad bridge across the James
river near Richmond and other architectural works were
drawn by Mre Kurth, No visible traces, however, are
left of any noteworthy results of the Saxon-Virginian
colonization enterprise.

By 1860 the Uerman element in Richmond's population represented
80

19
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CHAPTER IV
THE IMMIGRANTS IN COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

Not only prior to the Revolution, but for several years afterwards,
the supplies of goods imported into Virginia were handled chiefly by Scotch,
English and Irish merchants, Quite often the principals of these mercantile
houses resided in Great Britain, and the Junior partmers conducted thelr
business in Virginia, Usually young clerks were ordered not to marry Vire
ginia girls, as it would‘weaken the central organization., This tendered to
prevent social intercourss with Virginian planters, and sometimes caused the

merchants to form comnections with disreputable characters and to form habits

of intenzperanca.al

The merchants prior to the Revolution had drawn many of the plant-
ers far into debt, and during the Revolution there was a cessation of trade
which céuséa prices to rise on imported goods and prices to go down on pro-
duce. To save planters from ruin and to punish Tory merchants, an act was
passed confiscating British debts. Ths affect of this disappeared when
peace came; and the British merchants kept the monopoly of the trade in Rich~
nmond for many years after 1783. Some of these young British merchants de-
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cided to stay in Richmond and gave up their promises not to marry Virginia
girls.az

One of the most important Scotch merchants was John Allan, the
foster father of Edgar Allan Poe. He was born in 1780 in Irvine, Scotland,
and received his formal education there., At the end of the eighteenth cenw
tury prior to emligrating from Scotland, the Allans and Galts, another family
of Richmond merchants, were petty traders and smugglers., John Allan's forw
mal education was aided by a gift of keeness and a familiarity with the
forms of business correspondence, legal papers, and accounts ;83 His letters
show him as a man of "decided and astute personallty, not without a pleasant
and softer gleam here and there, but only too often with the glitter of
steel and an affected piety."Sl In his youth he had been left an orphan,
immigrated to Richmond and worked with his uncle, William Galt, a rich
Scotch merchants

Willims Galt had a prosperous mercantile and tobacco business in
Richmond and over seas. He was sald to have accumulated by his death one

of the largest fortunes in Virginia,

Mr. Galt's generous and native clannighness were
the mainstay, the hope, and the means of final gratifi-
cation of a host of squabbling, poor Scotch relatives.as
In the same counting house with John Allan was another young
Scotchman, Charles Ellis, who also had relatives living in Richmond in the

trading business, After serving for some years in Mr. Galt's businesa,

821,34., pp.27-29.
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John Allan and Charles Ellis established a partnership in a general merw

cantile and trading business to be carried on both by sea and land. Théir

most profitabla business was the buying and selling of tobacco., Their

two uncles, William Galt and Josiah Ellis, probably backed them either by

capital or gufficient credit to establish their business on a fimm basis 56
The store called "£llis and Allan" was on Thirteenth Streat.

The firm dealt in everything under the sun, and
would do or perform anything which was profitable and
ostensibly lawful, Peace could not satiate nor did
war abate the infinite variety offtgeir correspondence
and their ways of gathering pence,

The war of 1812 did not stop their trade, but they continued to
get goods and news to and from Scotland.

- In addition to the great item of tobacco (in which
most of the imported merchandise purchased from the firm
of Virginians was paid for in kind) the partners dealt
in wheat, hay, maize, corn, mealy grains, fine teas and
coffees, cloth, clothing of all kinds, flowered
stuffs, seeds, wines and liquors (especially Philadel-
phia claret)j outfitted slaves, supplied plantations
with agricultural implemenis, nails and hardware; chart-
ered ships and coastwise schoonerss imported tombstones,
and, as a side issue, were not above trading in horses,
Kentucky swine from the settlements and old slaves whom
they hired out at the coal pit till they died. The concern
also advanced moneyj dabled occasionally in city real es=
tate «seee It was on the whole a thrifty, a Scotech, and
gometimes a soggid atmosPhere in which Charles and his

partner moved.
+ Philips, who lived in Richmond a.t this same time and was known

by the Allans, was a milliner from Scotland. It was in her home that Mrs.Poe,
with her children, boarded. lrs. John Allam and her friend, Mrs. William
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lackenzie, visited Mrs. Poe and her children at Yrs, Philip's home and
assisted Urs. Poe by bringi_.ng‘ her foods Mrs. Philips was sald to be from .
a well known Scotch family?

One of the best known of the business men in early Richmond was
Joseph Gallego, a native of Malaga, Spain; who was born in 1768 and die¢
in 1018, Joseph Gallego waa of noble birth, and it is saild that he was
connected with the family of the famous Count Ferdinand de Lesseps, who
was responsible for the construction of the Suez Canal, He came to Riche-
mond with Mr. John Augustiis Chevallie of Rochelle, Francej they continued
to be friends and married sisters, the daughters of lirs. Mary Magee.©
He lived in the square that Was bounded by Fifth and Sixth and Hain and
- Cary Streets. His home was called "oldavia.wt

Vhen he came to Richmond in the latter part of the eighteenth cen—
tury, he became a shopkeeper of genéral meichandise and ship chandlery..
He set up the Gallego Mills in 1789, and his flour was unrivalled in the
Spanish, European, and South American markets.’?

lr. Gallego and his wife attended the theatre in Richmond the
night of December 26, 1811, and Nrs. Gallego lost her life in the fire that
nighte. Mr. Gallego escaped by leaping from a window after his wife was 1051'..93

John A, Chevallie, the friend of Mr. Gallego, came to Richmond

soon after the Revolution to collect the claims of Baron de Beaunarchais

and to be an agent for Penel, Dacosta, Brothersy co-partners and merchants
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in the tomn of Nantz » France. He had been brought up in the anti-
revolutionary days of the French society. Baron de Beaumarchais had
furnished large quantities of arms and supplies to the United States
during the Revolution, and Mr. Chevallie was trying to collect over
eleven thousand poﬁnds from the State of Virginia.gh

In 1803 he issued a petition to Governor Page on behalf of the
family of Baron de Beaumarchais.

Your knowledge of the eminent service of Mr.

Beaumarchais {0 this country will make you commisg~

erate for the suffering of his Representatives who

are m:xable to discharge his debt and support th%r

families if kept much longer out of this money.

The company of Penet, Dacosta, Brothers, had shipped military
stores to Virginia for use in the Revolution: In 1791, the General Assems
bly passed a decree to pay the de‘m:r.96

Hordecal says about Chevalliets work of collecting debta,"After
many years of constant exertion, he succeeded in his object at last if my
memory serves me."97 )

Prior to 1804 Mr. Chevallie had been appointed as Inspector of
the Penitentiary, and in 180L he declined the appointment for a second
term because of private business ¢98

‘Among the other Scotch merchants was William Brown, a native of
Kirkandbright,; Scotland. He lost his life in the theatre fire of 1811,

In discharging the social duties his conduct was

invariably reggg,ated by principles of honour, rectitude
and integrity.
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Nathaniel Dunlop was & native of Ireland and came to Richmond

as a young man, As a merchant in Richmond, he acquired success and a

good reputation .100

Archibald Free}.and was a successful tobacco manufacturer of

Richmond and an exporter. He was born in Glasgow, Scotland, and died

in Rictmond in 18L9,20%

Each of these business men was part of the life of the city,
Another was John Lester, who was born at Sauly in Great Br:i.ta.j.n.102

One of the most respectable of the commercial houses about 1800
was that of Hcclure, Brydie and Company, which was located near Shockoe
Warehouse, When Mr, Brydie, who lived a£ the south-west corner of Grace
and Seventh Streets, died, Mr. John McCredie took his place in the busi-
ness. Mr, McCredie one night in 1807 was rushing across Capitol Square.
aé there had been a fire alarm, The sentrie hailed him, but either be-
cause he didn't hear the .call or because he did not heed it, Mr, McCredie
failed to stop and the sentry shot and killed him. %3

Among the small shop-keepers of Richmond was Aubon de la Foret,
a Frenchman, who kept a c‘onfectionary and candy shope.

Few could compete with the Forester for the palm of

- ugliness. To look at him and at his sign, you would
be apt to think it a misnomer - so little were the
man and the name adapted to each other. His nose would

have been very prominent, but that it was turned hard-
a~-gtarboard, which probably saved it from running afoul
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of other objects. His legs were mismatched, one
being exceedingly bowed, which gave him & lee lurch
in walking. His eyes stoolf so prominently out of
his head that one might suppose he could see in all
directions at once, and his complexion vied in hue .
and wrinkles with his own dried figs. But with all
this lack of "personal pulchritude,” as Mr. Rootes
termed beauty, lr. Laforest, as he was usually
called, was a worthy, honest, and industrious man,
and his children inherited, with his good namey ﬁome—-.
thing better than his figure and his features,*O

Richmond needed its watchmakers, and soon after the city became
the capital, James Galt of Willlamsburg moved to Richmond and advertised
that he would "keep clocks in repair by the yéar at reasonable iates."ms

There was competition for Mr. Galt in the business of J&m Reetly from

Dublin. 100

‘Near the ravine between Clay and Leigh, and Seventh and Tenth
Streets, there was a place called the French Garden which served refreshments.,
This; wasg 6on$tructed by Didier Colin and some of his co-exiles from the
massacre at St. Domingo. Here lemonade, fruits, and other refreshments
wére served to visitors of the.Gardan. It was Didier Colin who owned the
land and after his death "some of hia surviving Mnera, thinking that he
had for fear of another disaster buried his money, dug up his flower-roofs,
his strawberries, and other fruits, in their fruitless search for the hidden
'l;a:'euasura.“]‘07

~ There were sevei'a:l. German-Hebrews in the business field in Riche
monds Jacob I, Cohen, the elder, settled in Richmond towards the end of
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the Revolution. Cohen and Isaacs, afterwards became a prominent firm,
Jacob I. Cohen left Renish, Prussia, in 1773, faught in the Revolution,
and then settled in Richmond as a merchant, By 1787 he and his partner
omed the Inn named "Bird in the Hand" which was at the foot of Church Hill.
It was one of the oldest hotels. He built up a reputation for stern integ-
rity as a merchant and banker and was honored by his fellow citizens in many
wayse In 1794 his name appeared with John Marshall and others who were re-
celved as trustees of the Masonic Ha:l.:!..lo8

Marcus Elcan, another merchant, came to Richmond about 1782 and
according to the records owned a slave and one animal, probably a horse, in
1738, He was a member the Richmond Lodge in 1785.109

An advertisement of his store came out in the October 11, 1787,

Virginia Gazette,

Harcus Elcan, has for sale at his store, a neat
assortment of seasonable goods consisting of different
colours and quzlities of broad-cloaths, with trimmings
suitable, coatings, frizes, striped and rose blankets,
rugs and flannels ....s Teneriff wigs, Geneva in cases
and pigs, porter in bottles, Liverpool salt, and a
number, which he will sell for cash, country uce,
and Public Securities, on very moderate terms,

These early Jewish merchants settled heré and grew up with the
city. Ot.hers of these were lMre Myer Kirkheim, the candle maker; Jacob More
decai, a merchant, Zalma Rehine, & storekeeper, and Jacob Lyon, a merchant:ll:

Joseph Marx, who was born in Hanover, Germany, came to Richmond
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sarly in life and entered the mercantile business too. He soon became a
merchant of the first class. Although starting business on the narrowest
scals, his ventures soon became profitabie as well as numerous. Mr. Marx
was generous and helped many calls of charity. The Bank of Virginia, the
first in this Stats, was established in 180L4 and the Farmer's Bank, which
had branches throughout the state, was founded in 1812, Joseph Marx was

one of the six directcrs.m

Isaé.c Leegser came later to Richmond from Neuenkerchen, Westphalia,
&n 182l when he was only seventeen., After arriving in the city he attended
school and then entered the mercantile establishment of his uncle, Zalma
Rehine. Isaac Leeser, like so many of the other immigrants, was drawn to
this city by relatives who had already come hers. He remained in the mer-
cantile business only five years as he didn't llke it. Writing interested
him more. He was the founder of the Jewish press in America, a Pioneer of
“the Jewish pulplt in the United States, translated the Bible and became an
author and publisher, The journalist, John Hamden Fleasants, helped him to
receive recognition as a writer by opening the columns of his paper to him
and by drawing public attention to his work,13

Gottfried Lange tried many fields of interest after coming to Rich-
mond in 1837 from Erfurt, Prissia. He was a shoemaker and a poet. After
his arrival in Richmond, he worked for sometime as a common laborer on the

James River Canal. V¥hen he had saved some money, he sstablished himself as
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a shoemaker, pruned vines, and at last opened a wine and beer aaloon, In
1851 he founded, because of his great interest in public affairs, the
organization of the "Teutache Kranken-gesellschaft zu Richmond," which in
his presence celebrated its fiftieth anniversary on October 19, 1891.11h

The coal mines near Richmond drew immigrants., Mr., Helnrich, the
outstanding mining engineer of his day in the Richmond field, was born in
Germany and was graduated from Frieburg (Germany) School of Mines. Arrive
ing in Richmond in 1850, he practiced as a Civil Engineer and architect
and taught drawing in the Richmond schools., Although he later left Rich-
mond to work in salt mines in Canada and to conduct a mining and mechanical
institute in Drifton, Pennsylvania, at his death in 1886, his body was
buried in Hollywood Cemetery in Richn-xond‘;]’lS ;

Many otherg came to Richmond prior to 1860 to enter the industries
and other businesses. There are in the Richmond courts records of these
immigrants applying for citizenship. There were watchmakers, storakeepers;
confectioners, shoemakers, merchants, tailors, tavernkeepers, cabinet-makers,
segar makers, and many others, Fach of these with their families played
an important part in the life of the growing city.

lns‘\Sohuricht, gg.cit., II, pelil.
iadleigh, F.R., The Story of the Richmond,Virginia, Coal Fields
and its Development, ppe29=30.




CHAPTER V
IMMIGRANTS IN THE FPROFESSIONS

The immigrants brought their religion and sometimes their minis-
ters with them, The Catholic religion was not represented by a priest
prior to 1791 as there were few, if any Catholics, in Richmonds During
the Reign of Terror in the French Revolution many Catholic priests fled
to the United States, and one of these was Abbe Jean Dubois. He landed in
Norfolk in July, 1791, and caue to Richmond. Father Dubois had letters
from Lafayette to many prominent people and families in Virginia;- James
Monros, the Randolphs and the Lees. 0

When the Catholic priest arrived in Richmond, the General Assembly
was in session and invited him to celebrate kiass in the Hall of the House
of Delegates. The present capitol building had just been completed, and it
was here that the first Catholic Mass was offered in R.’Lchzzmmi.1]'7

During his short missionary work in Richmond, Father Dubois sup=
‘ported himself by teaching the French language, and he himself was taught
English "by a no less illustrious personage then the great Patrick Henry

nimsels,n 18

116A Pi'iest. of the Diocese, The Catholic Church in the City and

Diocese of Richmond, p,.38,
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Father Dubols left in 1792,. but he was followed in 1798 by Father
T. C. Mongrand, who was the first regular stationed priest in Richmond.
When the law was passed in 1798 requiring all aliens to register, Father
Mongrand was the first to register at Richmond, Viminia,

His letter was dated "Shillelah" December 18,1798,

He gave his age as fif{ty-four yearsj his place of na~

tivity Tonnay, Francej his occupation minister of the 119

Roman Catholic Churchj his place of residence "Shillelah",

Father Xavier Michel (sometimes called Miguel) followed him in 1811
He was a French secular priest belonging to the ?athera of the Falth, and was
formerly Canon of Toulonse, Father John McElroy was sent to help him, and |
they served until 1813 .120

Joseph Gallegoy the Spanish merchant of Richmond, left at his death
in 1018, 2 thousand dollars for the support of a Catholic Chapel. In 1821 ur.
Southgate, a Scotchman by birth, and one of the most properous merchants in
Richmond at the time, gave the Catholics a small organ.]‘21

By 1840 there were enough German Catholics in Richmond to have their
omn priest, The first one was the Reverend Mr. Braun, who came in 1848 and
first said Mass in the Cathedral preaching at intervals in German, Later
these Germans movéd their services to a house an Marshall Street on the south~
west corner of Sixth. '

In 1850 Father Braun left, and he was succeeded by a German Jesuit,

the Reverend Mr. Palhuber, He was greatly respected and Zl.mred.l22

19, o
O%bid. » pali0.
120057 o3 Pebe
1217%1a,
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German Catholics of Richmond are noted for their

Sonon. of Thair pioun. snd caritile sedmsties 2s

As early as 1791 there was a German Hebrew Church, Beth Shalome.
This church followed the Portuguese form of organigzation which was strange
to the German immigrants. Later another synagogue was built on Marshall
Street ﬁea-r Sixthe In 1848 the present synagogue Beth Ahaba was dedicated.lzh

The German Lutheran Church did not have an early beginning in Rich-
mondj the majority of early Lutherans were in the rural areas, In 18Ll a
representative was sent to Richmond to see if there were enough prospective
Lutherans there to encourage migsionary worke The minister received a 15.%13
encouragement, but it was many years before there were enough Lutherans in
Richmond to organize a congregation. In 1051 John Samuel William Schmogrow,
who had come from Prussia in 1849, was sent to Richmond. He established a °
church which was dedicated in 1854 but survived only a short time. The min-
ister resigned in 1855 and went to (}hio,}'zs |

There were in Richmond two Scotch ministers who were the best of
friends and vho were loved by Riqhmonders. One of these was Reverend John
Buchanan of the Episcopal Church., He was born in Scotland in the year 1743
and graduvated as Haster of Aris at the University of Edinburghe

The man upon whom a degree of that sort was con-
ferred in those days possessed rather more of the
general lknowledge which appertained to that high de-

grea, than is acquired by the superficial skimming
and cramming which enables one to obtain such a degree

12 churiéht, gp_.cit-., II, pe29.
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in too many cases in more modern times '3 He
became, thersfore, a close gtudenteesse

John Buchanan, who had planned to practice law, gave up the idea
and instead, came to Richmond to join his oldest brother, James Buchanan,
who was a merchant in the City. Another brother, Alexander, too was here
with James Buchanan, John Buchanan gave up commerce and returned to Enge
land to study the minigtry, coming back to Richmond just as the Revolution
started, _

At first he could not get an Episcopal church and became a prie

- vate tutor. His study of law and his short time spent in commerce helped
him in his work in the ministry., After tutoring for a while, he assisted
Reverend Mr. Selden, who was the Rector of the Parish of Henrico. At the
death of Reverend Selden, John Buchanan succeeded as Rector of the Parish,t?

Reverend John Dunburrow Blair was a P:esbyterian. He was of
Scotch descent, but he was born in this country. His father wag Reverend
John Blair, and his mother was the dsughter of an English merchant named

Dunburrow, 125

These two Parsons, as they were called, not only were close
friends but officiated at the same church on alternate Sundays. In a let~
ter to Parson Blair a friend wrote:-
"~ The Rev, Mr. Buchanan, of the Episcopal and the
Rev. Hr, Blair, of the Presbyterian church, who were
linked together in a very warm and intimate friendship,
officiated alternatély, according to the forms of their

respective churches. On one Sunday, the people were
Presbyterians in extanal appearance, and the next they

?ﬂ Ord, iocitu, p.29.
30-3L

Ibid.,
12 ibldo P l3



were Eplscopaliana in aspecty but still the same.129

The Episcopal vestry of the Henrico Parish had passed a decree
permitting Reverend M. Blair to preach at St. Johns! Church in Richmond
every other Sunday.lsa

Parsozi Buchanan never married, and at the death of his brother,
James, he recoived enough money to live in comfort the rest of his life.
Pargon Blair did marry and had to depend upon his salary from his church
and school to support his large family. His friend helped him out by glv-
ing him all the clerical fees he received from marriages or christenings J31

These two friends died only a few months apart. Parson Buchanan
died at eighty in December, 1822.1°2 His friend, Parson Blair, died January,
1823, at sixty=four, >3

The first Methodist meeting house in Richmond was built in 1799
at the Northeast corner of Nineteenth and Franklin Streets.’>l From an ar-
ticle by the Reverend Doctor A. G. Brown we learns

- The house was ... of brick, fronting thirty-five

feet on Franklin Street, and running back forty feet in

& line with Nineteenth Street... . This ... was formerly

set apart to the worship of Almighty God in the year 1800,

when there were only twenty-eight white Methodists in the

cityy and these for the most part not of the nati: {g popu=

lation but immigrants from England and elsewhere. 5

These immigrants took part not only in religion but also in the

field of medicines Dr. James MeClurg was the son of an English army sure

mglbido 9 p.Bé °
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geon and settled in Richmond in 1783, residing first at Tenth and Bank
Streets and later at Sixth and Grace Streets. He was not only active as
one of Richmond's leading medical practibioners, but he was active politi‘-‘
cally as well. Dr. McClurg served as a member of the Constitutional Con=
vention in Philadelﬁhia in 1787, was three times mayor of Richmond, and
served as first president of the Medicall Society of Vj.rgﬁ.rx:i.a.13 6

Another doctor of Richmond about 1800 was Dr. Cohen, a physician
and surgeon from Hamburg, Germany.

Dr. Willism Fouchee was educated at Edinburg and served as physician
and surgeon in the Revelutione He tock up his reside\nce‘ in Richmond after
the war and became the city's first mayor. Although he served in the House
of Delegates and was a member of the Prioy Council, he also practiced medi-
cine in Richmond until his death in 1835'.137 |

John Brockenborough, Jr., graduated in medicine in Edinburgh in
1795 and became one of Richmond's prominent physicians. He‘ built the house
which became the ¥White House of the Confederacy. Later he deserted medicine
for banking.138

| Aboﬁt 1860 the medical profession in Richmond was well represented
by Germans such as

Doctors M. A. Rust, Wilhelm Grebe, Garwenzel, Th.Bolde-

mann and Deutsch, and by the druggists 0. A. Strecher,

Julius Fischer, H. Bodecher, L, Wagner, J. Kindervater

and Zaechrigsen, who altggugh & Swede by birth, asso-
ciated with the Germans.*?

136Richnﬁond Capital of Virginia Approaches to Its History, p.233.
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Same well known writers came to Richmond during this period. Among
these were John Thoﬁpson Gallender, "a well educated Scotchman, an able
writer and a grea.t sot.ﬂu‘o He was employed by the editor of the Examiner
in promoting the election of Thomas Jefrerson and entered fully the field of
Federalists‘ and Repﬁblieans‘ arguments. John Callender was an able writer,

whether drunk or sober.m

A foul=mouthed, foul minded creature by the name of
John Thompson Gallender,-a Scotchman who had been obliged
to flee his own country for political offences « drifted
to Richmond, and the Republicans unable to resist using
his facility for calling names, they were ashamed to call
themselves pernmitied %g abusive articles to disgrace their
organ ~ The Examiner,

He wag tried in 1800 under the Alien and Sedition Acts for libelling
President Adams, found guilty and sent to jail, The trial in Richmond was a
Vfaree except to Callender. The Judge lost his temper, and during the trial
the Council for the Defenée dropped the case, Callender's sentences were nine
months in jail and a two hundred dollar f‘ine.n“?

While in jail, he continued to write, and his article "Richmond Jail®
appeared in The Examiner., In jail he wrote a volume of his book entitled

The Prospect Before Usj .smna.sa.y"rhomaa Jafferson aided him with the book by

sending him cne hundred dollars.il! In his book he described Ur. Adams as a
"hoary-headed incendiary who floated on & mere bladder of popularitys énd nevey
opened his lips, or lifted his pen without threatening and acolding.“lhs

ihhgﬁcrdecai, 22.01t¢" polé;. ‘
Party Viclence. 1790.1800," Virginia Magazine of History and Biography,
XXIX, p.l75. ,
mBStanard, _02001‘&:.' p.80.
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After Jefferson was elected presidenty John Callender was.released
and tried to get something in payment for his service. As he failed, he
changed politica, and Mr. Jefferson immedlately became his target.n‘é

Thig Scotch blackpguard in the course of a few

months became the most outrageous oppoment of his

former friends. Securing an interest in the Recorder

a Richmond paper, he poured forth a constant stream of

the foulest calumny and abuse, No name and no subject

was gacred from the attacks of this drunken scoundrel.

It seems strange that the men of the generation so ready

with the pistol as they were, should have allﬁed Callender

to live a day after some of his publlcations. 7

As long as he lived, Callender's ability as a writer was at the use
of anyone who could pay for it. He died of drowning; he fell into Shockoe
Creek while clrunk.‘.lh8

The only foreign born person to be offered the candidacy of Vice-
President of the United States was Albert Gallatin, who was born in Geneva,
Switzerland. His full name was Abraham Alphonse Albert Gallatine In April,
1780, in company with a friend, he left Geneva secretly and came to America.
Prior to leaving Switzerland, he had been & pupil of Johannes iron Mueller, and
the Elector of Hessia, a clasemate of his, had offered him a position in his
cabinet. He came to Richmond to collect claims, Although he could speak littl
English, his talents were soon discovered by Patrick Henry and other leaders in
Virginia, ¥ »

When he firgt came to Richmond, he boarded in the home of Mrs. Allegn

and fell in love with her daughter. At first Mrs. Allegne refused to allow her

u‘g"Party Violence, 1790-1800", locecit., pel79.
Ibid. T
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daughter to marry Mr. Gallatin, but later consented.lso

Later Mr, Gallatin occupied the residence on a square between

Leigh and Clay Streets. He made the statement that Richmond was more fasi-

nating to him than Bostone >t

¥r,. John Marshall advised Mr. Gallatin against becoming a lawyer
and advised him to spend his time studying statesmanship and finance. He

followed this advice and later was a member of the United States Senate,

Secretary of the Treasury, and Ambassador to France and Engl:i.sh.l5 2

In a letter written in 1848 to the Virginia Historical Scciety he

recalls with pleasure his experiences in Richmond expressing it "with all

‘the warmth that age gives to its recollection of youth.153

One of the Scotch lawyers of Richmond was John Warden, who lived

at the corner of Franklin and Fifth Streets.

He was one of the best read and worst featured, most
good tempered and most 11l formedj but among the most well
informed of the Richmond bar = his mind and body were a
bundle of contrasts. His ugliness was so attractive and
8o strongly marked, that the boys used to amuse themselves
in drawing likemess of his short thick figure, crooked
legs and satyr-like features on the walls of the court
room, But his talents, wit and humor campensatedlggr the
externals, in which nature had been so niggardly,

My, Warden, who alwaya retained his Scotch accent and Scotch alle-
glance, looked contemptuously on Republicanism in its infancy and on its
rebel representatives. During one of the sessions of the Legislature, he

lgoxbm., IT, p.l9 .
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he was reported to have uttered rude remarks about that body. He was told
to apologize or go to jail.
The sarcastic Scot assumed the prescribed humble -

position, and thus apologized: "Mr. Speaker, I confess

I did say that your honorsg were not fit to carry guts to

a bear ~ I now rétract that assertion and acknowledge

that you are fit." Then slowly rising, he brushed the

dust from his keens, = mubtered ¥ a domed dirty hoose,®

made his bow and retired, amid lgba mirth and mortification

of the members and bystanders. 5

Phillippe S. Peticolas, an artist who made his home in Richmond,
was the son of a veteran soldier, Colonel Nicholas Peticolas, and was born
at Megieres, France in 1760. He painted from 1ife a miniature of George
Washington. As & young man, he served in the army under the Prince of Deux.
After leaving the ammy, he went to San Domingo to take possession of an es-
tate left him by a deceaged brothers In 1790 he came to America locating
first in Philadelphia., It was during the latter part of his 1ife that he
acquired proficiency in the art of miniature painting. Persuagion from John
Gallego helped him decide to settle in Richmond in 1805, By 18LO he was a
menber of the welle~known St. James'! Episcopal Church. 156 ‘

The United States received many immigrants from 1775 to 1860, Rich=
mond, Virginia, received only a small share of these, but this group was im-
portant to the growth of the city as I have tried to show by tellingof some of

the important citizens of Richmond who migrated heree.

155Thid,
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