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PREFACE

Ko one hss ever wrxitten or pnblisﬁed 8 history of the slste
'1ndu8£fy}in~33qkinghsm_QQﬁntyﬁfV@rgﬁﬁia;:“Rmny,geologists and
newspapei éofiespohdeﬁfs‘h§§$ #iittéhg‘froﬁ~tine tb»tine, short
artioles ond technicsl descriptions of verious phases of the
Buckingham slate 1ndus try ) ‘bu t ai 1 of the . i'e late d rub ;;she d motexr-
1al;§hat 1 have had acocess to hes been somewhat aketchy aﬁd inscou~
rate. Gonsequently, this assay 1s an attempt to f£ill, in a
cenmréhensive manner, another of the numeroaé‘gé;s 1n the economic
and 1ndustrial histo:y of Virginia. | ‘

. It is imgossible to overestinnte the 1mportance of industrisl
history 1n its relationship to Virginia 8 politicsl and social
trends.' It 1s intended that this essay not cnly snpplemenu our
existing ina&eqnate epcncmic %istory of Virginia, but ‘thet it might
gsomeday serve 88 an sid to the scholar who will write a8 definitive
history of industry in Virgﬂnia., ‘ N j - k,

The inspiration fbr this eséay mus t be oreditea to ny grand-
_father, Arthur L. Pitts, who believed thst the dignifﬁed‘beauty and

permsnence of Buokingham slste was not only distinotive but symbolic

of Anglo-3axon traditlons.
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" CHAPTER I

SIATE DEPOSITS IN THE UFITED STATES AND THE GEOLOGIC AND
*  "'HISTORICAL BACEGROUND OF SIATE DEPOSITS IN- -
aacx;xem CGOUNTY VIRGINIA |

Deposits ‘of slate, ‘a’ valuable and widely used’ buildmg
material, have ’been diacovered in’ eeventaen of’ onr United” Stat‘es.

Of these seventeen atates only eix, Eaine. Maryland ‘Bew’ York,

Q‘p

Pennsylvania, Vermrwl- and Tirst nia_ nosaesa ‘extensive deposfts of
A 1
eommercial value. ~

T ey

The slate region of Maine lies near ‘the oenter ‘of “the state
‘i:n the scmthern part of Piscataquia Oounty. YV This helt of slaty
,mok ia fifteen to twenty miles wide and thirt;v or more nﬂles long.

s Sy

The portinn of the belt yielding commeroial slate ia oo fine& to :

a small area around the towns of Monson. Blanahard and Brownaville.
S In Ma:ylanﬁ. slate aeposita occux 1n ‘Harford, Hontgoxmry, and
Frederick ﬁountiee. The main depasit 3.3 e pro}ection of the Penn—-

,,,,,,

sylvania slate belt into Harford County axound the town of Carﬁiff.
The slate be}.t in Eo:ctgemery ana Frea,erick CO'ant 1es 13 approximatel,/y

twelve miles 1ong and one and one-—hal:f mnes wide.: This belt 15
1. Thomas R’elson nale, Slate 123 the United States U S. Geol.
Survey Bull. 586, Gov. Print. Office. Washington, D.C., 1914,

pp' 50"1640
3. Ibid;, ppo 74“’83.
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scntheasg of Suger Losf, Mountain between Hyattstovm and h&t. -
Eph:ra 1m. -

R York Slate deposits are & continustion of the Vermont:
deposita and ere. locatea prinoipally in Washingbon County.i

s The nchest slate depoaits in, the United States gocur in Penn-
sylvania.,\éi‘hese ?ennsylvania deposs.te, aside fmm thoae of Imx-
caster Oounty and 8 part of York Gounty,‘ oscur chiefly 1n Horthhams-

,,,,

;approximately thirty-two miles 1ong. The oente:rs of the slate e
B

fin&nstry along this belt are t'he towns of Bangor and Slatington.
\The l’e&oh Bottom Slatee deposit is abmt ten milea 1ong an& ., Tenges
Afrom one-quarter mile »o oneuhalf mne wide. 'I.‘ha &eposit liea
pa:rtly in York and Lancaster Count ies, I‘ennsylvania and . Hari’ord

7
Gounty. Maryland.

3. Georga ‘Bleekman The Sto2 cf Slate and the Slate Industry_,
’ (ﬁ&rIiSbnrg, ?8.. 1 11 'Y Pp- 6-210 Lo

m“mm

4 Ball, 218 Gov. Print O ﬁoe. > Wash.,, D.ﬂ.,1928, E. 37. ‘

6.- According to Dele and Bleekman, "Pesch Bottom Slate”, proha’oly
the most widely known trade neme in the slste inmdustry today,
derived its name from thst of » small villsge slightly west
of ‘the Susquehsnna River, formerly an important Ffreight stop
on the now disused canal. This villsge is locsted in the
triangulsr township which forms the southeast corner. of
York County, Pennsylvania. .

7+ Geoxge Bleekman, Op., Cit., pp. 13-21.

-
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1Vermom; hae fOur &181:11101: alata ﬂiatriets. One dist:rict

‘extenda along the Cnnneaticut River for moxe than two-thirda the
i L
lengt:h ef 't;he state. ?he next district 18 fm the center of tne

stata neax Korthfield and reprasents 8 belt oa? olay alate which 13
ninet;y milea long ‘by one 'co aeven milea wide. The most in;;ortant 1

i

’Vermont d'lst:rict extenda :f‘or twenty—-siz miles Vbetween ii’aconic Range
on the west and I.ske champlain on ‘the esst. The :f’ourth district 'i
oeeui:gie;a sn area :fram two BT three aqua:re miles nea; the town of
”Bensm in Butlsnd Goanty.a“'"'

In Virginia there are :E’onr prinoipal slate amas, which,z o
liete:i 1n nrde:r of i:heir importanoe ara. Th.a Buokingham—-?luvanna
area. 1nclud .’mg the Albemarle belt- The Amherst Oounty belt the :

f ' R Rtk

Fauqnier-culpeper area, ‘and the Quantico belt lying in Spottsylvania,

Stafford and} Pr;lnce William Gount ies.
i‘he Virginia alsta aeposita fall into two distinct ela sses

4

| coording to the gealogie age 5.:3 whioh they were formed. "‘hse slate
’belta in Amherat Faaquiax-Cnlpepe:r and Azbemarle Oounties, fo med
in the earliest 61‘?1810}3 of the I’aleczoic ‘ers, conatituta the first

olaae angi are designateﬁ a8 eamb:rian deposits. Slate daposi‘bs 1n

i ¢ R .
; ; 1 : . [

8. Qhoms Kelmn Dsle., Slate 1n the United States, rp. 120-146.
. 9. Ibid., pp,‘146~154.;

(3)



3[BT ML Wai7

sy sedep BALPISYUY M
© simrusp dAuspaUd @ Coa
$1/SYIG FLYIS FO NalLvs o DNIMOHS

STLYLS QILINANIRLAY VU :

2



‘ Buckingham-k‘luvanna Counties, and Spottsylvenia : tafford and |
Pr.’moe mlliam Count 1es ecnstitute 'the seccma gronp. These slate ,.

beiis, formd 1n the x;eriod fcllcm ing the Gambriﬂg snd next below the
10 :
Sil'arian, are designated as Or&ovician deposits. A S

. Of the slate aepcsits i:a Y* rg*nia, thst of the Bnckingham §
&131: riet, mhich forms 8 part of’ the Bnokingham~?1uvanna Ccmnties ezea
5.3 ‘the most valmble, osmrcially. Slate suitnble :L’er roofing _’;
.purposes has been quazried in Al’bemérle - Amherst Buckingham and ,

Fa*uquier Gountiea bnt tc: no appreciable axtent 1n zmy exeept Bueking-
-11
hamq
!
. This exeellent rooi’ing slate deposit in B“ckmgmm-muvanna

i ;
Gounties is hrgely expoaed :ln 1948 in the neighborhooﬂ cf Arvonia,‘
Buckingham County. Arvonis 18 qitustea on Hunts C:reek, 8 tribu’tary
of Slate River three miles aouthwest of the roint where the Slate .

| River empties mtc the Jmes River. mhis main slate fomation '
covers an area of eight to ten square miles with a;;proximately one
and one-half’ sqnare miles lying north of the James .'m Fluvanna Goun-
ty,f. The geographical center of this fomaticm 1s approximtely :
ﬂfty—-thme milea weet-no:rthwest of Richmmd anr} aixty miles

s Lk
3 S '5 o
t R o

10, See map page 6. -

11. Joseph E. Roberts, Annctated Geolcgical Bibliographx of
Virginis ,(Richmond,Va. 1942]. See saotion on slste produoc~
i tion in Virginia. Fe 441. ;
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12
‘northes st of I:ynohburg. ~

" Eorth of the James River th@ fomstli on extends for aprroximately

e
N4

;ffone and one-half miles .‘mto E‘lnvanna Gounty. ‘.{'he Fluvanna or north

end of the forzratien 3.8 located almost entirel;y on the Urper Bremo
EEstate, fcrzmrly ownad by General John Hartwell Cocke. The eastern

bmmdary of this nort:h end of the aerosi‘t 13 'a point one~half mile |

Wet of ;the tcvm of Bren:o. The western bcundary, Strathmore Creek, |

bounﬁary.. This creak :t’lcms in a qont}mesterly direotiom through
s z
tha Bremo Estate and enters the dames River at 8 point one and two- .{
i 15 .
ﬂ fths miles eoutheast uf Shores Failroaé’ Station.:;; caa T

[T
1.8

~South of the Jomes the formati:m strikes ahcmt south-southwest

extpnaing to one mile scmth of Eenlan or i’lva andf}me-guarter milea/

:from the amth bank of the. Jamea. x The eastem bonnélary, south of
the James, liea approximately cme thousana yards weat of ‘bhe John

Coeke Ezemorial Briﬁge. Its weeteﬁ boundary extends to the Vir- };
‘ginia Nill's site on Slate azm. | L e

Stephen Taber 8 nated Virginia geologist, est ixmted the depth
of the Buckingham slate fomation at mare than one thousand feet,

r“' P

12. George Bleekmn, O _p_. Git.. Fp. 61-63.
JB. Thomas Relson Dale, Slste in the United Ststes, p. 147.

vf‘l
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He qualified his statement, -however, by adding that complicated -
.foi;l.d‘_iqg; and ::aiqlt:ingp made an accurate estimete of the depth im-
possible.{i‘;_EL;:J oo e , , | I

1 _‘ Geologists have: proven conclusively, ’by the- discovsry -of -
’crinoi&s, brachiopoda, trilobites ana other related fossils thet

‘ Athe Buekingham Blate ‘beds were formed dur ing the Ordovioian Age snd

16
made their appearance along. with the first Korth Americen lsnd masses

: One unusually well*preserveﬁ. crinoid was c‘iiscc;ered in Buck-
.’mgham quarry in 1912 by dr. Thomes E. Williams m:& othere. The -
\9;':‘1;9‘91;‘1:‘; cup, thus compressed, was three 1nohes:\high‘—vand‘two;and
pnﬁee{hgif:linc}jgs wide et.the top. ' The speoimen, now in the Nationel
Enseum, eovered sn sres.of slate slsb: fourteen by eighteen inches.

, The imprint of seventeen. tentacles with their thickly messed pinnulse
was clearly discemable.n : ‘

- 'l‘o nndemtand prorerly the. origin and age of this Buckinghsam

slate deposit it is peoessary to study csrefully the power ful geo-
logic forees thet sheped it into 1ts present dey form.' kS

15. Stephen Taber, Geelo& of the Go}.d Bel‘t in the Jamea River Basin

., .- YVirginis, (Choriotteaville ,Va.,1915), Be 43¢ - :

16. "Thomas ‘L. Viatson snd S.L. Powell, "Fossil Evidence of the Age of
?irgigia Fiedmont Slates", Am. Jour,: ‘8cl., 4th Ser. Vol.XXXI,

Fp. 83~34. A

K.H. Darton, "Foseils in the Archean Rocks of Central Piedmont

-~ - Virginis™, Am. Jour. Sei., 3rd Ser. Vol XLIV, pp. 60-52.

17. T "‘homas Eelson Dale, Siate in the United States, F. 151.

,,ﬂ'.l“
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The nsturel history of this slate bed fell into tvwo seporate

and diatinat geriods; esch’ period of necess*tJ covered thoussnds-

or even millions- of y@éis.ls ‘The first perio& hsd to do with the ' -
slow process of erosion opd disintegration of rocks into minersel
gartioles.' "These mineral porticles slowly turned into elay and -
the alay iv turn was aepcsitea in beds on’ tha ocean floor.s'Suoh'-W“
,mdeposits of clay were the row meterisls from whi h the. limitless
forees of nature faghioned the slate be&s of taday.lg

| The second perio& ‘eov er-ed manv more thousernds of yesrs dnribg.
wnieh;ungeen‘natural farces‘converteﬁ~these clay depoeite.into,'
.shale2n"£hi&ugh 6bmpxé9siohz:7Aé'fhé"eér%h’s surface continued to
‘00l and shrink numerous £olis and wrinkles were formed Just ss .
the akin of'an'apple wrinkles when it 1g baked. The shsle beds
;wexe csught in ‘these folds end wrinkles snd aubjeoted to intense
:metamorphism. Thsse nmuntain-building foroes,fat work in the
‘earth's crust as it contrected,squeezed the shsles with terrific
:pteésure'ﬁn&ei‘high temperatﬁrés.‘,lhtenae pressure chsnged. the
‘orlentaticn of the minute mineral perticles nomally lying persllel
to tﬁéfdéﬁésifféﬁdwbaugedfﬁﬁqm,té*éseume;pérallelism at o considersble

«angle_tufthefdirection of pressure.,_ﬁhen this parallelism resulted

;18. Charles H. Davis, The Storg of Slate, (Chioago 1925) HePe
;"‘:19. Ihidc. n.F»,

20, A shele ig = lanﬁnated rock of clay composition, tut it does not
rossess the eleavage or splitting rroperties of slste.

‘(lo)



in slaty eleavage. or the tendency to split easily, true slate
wes. . fbrme&.; Thexe was aleo, -und er high temperature and pxessnre.rff
an alteratioanf the minersl constituents. Mica, quartz and chlorite
were the predominating new minerals formed.21
4y The, mineralogioal conatituents of Buckinghem slgtes in order of
their reletive abundance are: muscovite end sericite, quartz, bio=-
tite, caxbonate, graphite, pyrite. chlorite, magnetite, with sccessory
Flegioclase, zircon, hemstite, tourmsline and-ruxile.zzﬂ The chemical
qgmpqgnds_gi}ﬁhich,tpesewmineralsiwere’constitnted;;the amounts of
s:é'gsv.‘;}‘f‘ej_,,ip;gsent; end the size of sedimentery particles when these
bg@aiwg;ggﬁepos;ted,Aacccunt;forwthe'diafinetiye,color,and”texxure
of, Buokinghom elate.
?E,ﬁzééie;ﬁime@aftervthsﬁslate”was;fbrued,the,beds'weze:snbjeeted to
fur%her tensions, shesrs andWGOntraetionsrwhich»resulted;in,eystenﬂ
of. joints and fhults. 8lip cleavages, 8hear zones ' and irregulsr .
orifices lin uhich veins of. quartz snd csleite were fbrmed.24‘;whese«
natnralﬁdestruc:;vq,foxces;:endered,mnchuof~the Bnckingham slete
useless for roofing purposes.r

o T““ o;aavage ana bedding of all tee Buokingham alates are,

:';{: * . s ;,
3o : "‘ Foeie - Rt . ‘ L e .

21. Thonns Eelson Dale, Slate 1n the Unitea States. p.<ll., B
22, Thomse Nelson Dsle, Slste Deposits snd the Slate Industqz of
7~' .the United States, “Bull. U. S.,Geol. Survey, Ho. 275, 1906,1.114.
23. 01iver Bowles, O, cxc.. Fe 6.
24, Thomas Nelson Dale, Slate in the United States, p. l4.

'(11)



25 o o e

Vfor +the most pert, identical,’ striking "N, 33 < tb 37 B.,, snd -~
.~ 26 o o . .o
'dipping © 70 to 90  southesst with sn aversge of appro:ximstel‘y 85

o 86 W : The slste is dark gray in color with s slight greenish hue;

has .a:smooth luwstrous surface and is of minutely grsnular erystaslline
~ 2’7
structure. - V-Aeeo:rding to geologicsl study, it is slightly magneti-

..tio:. does not: effervesce in cold dilute hydrochloric acid and is
e o5
very sono:ons.

I Tests by Rogers, Meriiman .end Dale ‘have classified Buckingham
/slates ammg the very best 111 the entire world. . They -have & . -
fstrength of 8 000 to 11 'h,o pounde Fer Bsgusre inch, 8 toughness orf
déflectien on supporta twenty-two inahes apa:rt of 0,266 to 0.366

.‘mches. Eo cther slate :m the world 68D surpass these ls st two quali=-
: ©29:
ties. The most remarkable of all the propertiea oi’ these slates iz

.,«1

their unfading q'aality. Bnckingham slates hava staod ~exposed for
. 20
more than a century and still have their original color and lustre.

; Even the best 1nformed geologists lmesitate to anoe 8 deﬁnite
numeriaal age on the Buckingham slate deposit. Certainly the

25: Strike.; directim at: right angles te the 1nclination of a P
- rlane: of bedding, cleavage, Jjointing, ete. . ’
26, Dip: - inclination of the. o%eagaggiplane ‘0of the bed. ‘ :

27. Thomes L. Watson, Minersl Production in Virginis Durin g Year
- +:1908, Bull. U.S. .Geol. Survey, Ho. I~A, 1909, p. 91.

28. Thomas Nelson Dale, Slate in the United States, 151.

29. Thomes Nelson Dale, Sliste in the United States, p. 188.

30. 1bid., p. 150,

(12)



m;li;gng}gﬁkyeargkthat;this,déposit‘stood,undisédvered and unmolested
overehadow and make 1nsignificant the comparatively féw yesars that
have alapsed 8ince its discovery by pionesrs advancing tnto the |
Piedmonts :

;“ﬂ%éhefmovenentnintoatbe,intérior of Virginis naturslly followed
th%*fivéré aﬁd*by:1724,2when'GeorgeAI~of\\England grantéd Jomes.

Shelton ‘of’ King William county four ‘hundred acres.bounding an un-
31
named ‘river in upper Hanricc Gounty, “the advsence had resched be~

yond ‘the junoture of the Rivenns &nd James Rivers up .the Fluvenns-

32
River into what is todsy Buekingham County. By esrly 1826 when

an additional granu of 1,600 scres of - adjoining land was nsde to -

1&,‘

James Shelton, the Buckingham slete deposit had been discovered. omd
33 |

the unnamed river of 1724 wes ncw oalled Slete River.:

R Grants. during thia perioé, ‘which later became 1mportant be-

T e

cause of their locatian within the Bnckinghaaniuvanna Counties . 34

siéte belt were nsde, in 1?25 to Benjamin Cocke ‘and Richard Cocke,

'21. Virginia State Lsnd Patents (Henrico Gounty) Book 11 p. 348.
%2, Andrew A. Lipscomb, editor, The Writings of Thomas Jeff@rson,
- (Washipgton D.C., 1903}, Vol 11, p. 5. Jefferson states that
“the James River from its Jjupcture with the Rivsnna River to
%?b’  the Blae Ridge Mounteins wss cslled the Fluvanna River,
;55. State Lend Pstents, Book 13, pp. 14~15.
340 Ibido, BGOk 12, Pc 236'

(13)



. . ) b
and “in"1728, 'to John-Eicholss of .Seven Islands.

' #7' Although this slste deposit wes not discovered for one hundred
an&‘eiéﬁtéeﬁ*yeérSfafter”the“ibunding of the Jemestown Colony, -

it 3s resscﬁable tc assume that the earliest settlers were well
acquaintsd‘with the properties and uses of slete a8 zoofing
material. AeWelsh poet. in. 1570 nmntionea the Penrhyn quarries;
and 1n 1602, Carew described the physical characteristios of . the

: - 36
slatea of Canwall. T.,‘?‘.r:‘u):r to these 11tersry references, slate

had been nsed to sover old cesstles at Carnarvon and Conway in Eorth)iw,

3T
Wales.__

The earliest known use of slate was for tho construction of a
- B8

ehspel raof at Bradford-on-Avon. England in the eighth centu:y.
o The first mention of the nse of alate *n Vifgiﬁie was not made
‘nntil the nnvement inland from Jaunstown waa Well underway. In
1662 the colonial Assembly authorized the oonstruction of thirty-
two houses at Jamea Oity and speeified that they be ecnstructéd of
brick apd covered with slate.as A aimilar aet in 1?05 suthorized

the direotors. srpointed for building a house for the Governor of

B35. Virginis Ksgazipe of History and Biography, Vol. XXXIII, p. 44.
36+ Oliver -Bowles, Op. cit.. Fe 19.

37, Ibid. .
28, lbid.
29.-Willism Wsller Henings The Statutes at Large.;?ol. 11, p. 1?8.

(14)



the Golony ‘snd Dominion, to’ send to England for 1ron work, stone i

slate, gless, lead, snd other materialé.4o R R
~In'1787 slste or tile rooi’ing was specified for the large

fabgacaf*wgfeacugeg*aeigg ‘const ructed in Petersburg end Alexendris.

Since o _slate deposita WGIv cpen 1n Virginia 8t thnt tima. =slate

was still ‘heing immrted f:rom England snd Wales.

There are & number of reasons why Virginians had not developed
the rieh Buﬁkinghem siate depcsits. In Virgiris, in the eighteenth
;century; there was 8 greaf'searéity of capitel snd 1abo:; bqth skilled
aﬁd unskilled Espeoially wos there s limited supply of‘ékilled
stoneworke rg and oraftsmen who wonld be essential to the quarrying
industry.42 This was a result, no dmdbt, of Fnglish emigrente
coming to Amerieca from the fafming end lsboring clssses. The eco-
nomie Opportﬁnity offered by farming snd indep endent lesnd holding
was"mnch.greeter then thet offered"by quarzying.”'Poar trsnsporta~
tion, the neoessity of securing a plain living snd the British
administrative policy of discouraging sny 1n&ustry that might lessen

Engiand’s trade, nade the development of slate deposits, prior to

the R@malntion, 1mpossihle.

40. 'Ibm. F. 286
41. Tbid., Vol. XII, pp. 581-582; Vol. XIII, p. 43.

42. 0Iiver P, Ohitwooa, A Historonf Coloninl America, (New York,
1931) » p. 452. . .
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Jefferaon 8 Notes on Virginis 1ndicated an interest in the
43
8late beds esst of the: Blue Ridge mountains~ - and when the Oppoxr=

tunity came for the development(19§ theee deposits, the derosit nlong
o 4d

Slate River in Buakingham County was the first openéé.

43. Andrew A Lipseomb. editor. The Writings of Thomes Jefferson
(Weshington, D.G., 1903}, VoI. II, p. 43.

44. Oiiver Bowlea. Op. Cit., p. 20. . {The date given by Bowles in -
’ this note should read 1795 instesd of 1787.)
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. ... CHAPTFR II
VIRGINIA xnzﬁzaexvz PEIOR TO 1865

. .

‘Willism B. Rogers, inm his geologicsl reports to the legislsture
cfmgxmau ring’ faa@*‘sm;ss 1853 to 1841, gave s lengthy description

of the valuable slate deyosits éituated east ‘of the Blue Pidge Youn~
45
tains 1n *he ncrthexn part ‘of Buckingham Oounty. “Roger' 8 refb:~

enoes mav mell be roepested here.

This. xoofing'slate mokes its sprearsnce on both sides of the Jomes
River, dipping east at sn sngle of sbout eignty degrees with the =
horizon. -In Buckinghsm, the bed is lsrgely exposed in the neligh-
borhood of New Canton on Slste River end the- quarry at rresent .
wrought by the enterprising owner, Mr. Sims, yields g msterisl which
will besr comperison with the bettex quslitiee of the imported
roofing slete... In texture, density and capscity of resisting atmos-
rheric agents. it osn goarcely be excelled by a similar msterisl in
eny: pars. of the world.*** There sre meny other pleces in the .
‘nei ghborhood framw hich slste of the ssme kind mey be prooured, snd
severgl small qusrries have been opened. Increased fscility asnd
chesppess in trensporting this veluasble srticle to Richmond and the
sesboard, will, no doubt, st some esxly dsy, bring it into extensive
use in wr rrincipal towns in thet dlrectim, and will render the
quarrying and preparatia of.it 8, profitable husiness. 46

“'This slste deposit was fiist opened iﬁ'fhe ogar“lvga to obtein
§ 47
slate for re=roofing the state capitol building in Richmond. ~ The

1096,shgets_othheJoriginal roqf had ;torn_loosq fron;their joints

45. William B. Hogers, Regrint of Annusl Rerorts and Other ?apers
" on the Geologz of the Virgﬁnias (?bsthumoua}. (Hew York, 1884)

oS ‘Be. 79,
46. Ibi&.
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‘ﬁliQFiﬁerPigtuﬁﬁ_toﬁﬁnte:,andfdamage the 100f silla and rafters.
Wyatt Colemsn, caretaker at the oapitoi,ﬂoalled‘tne.Governoi’é -
‘gﬁtgnt;opbtqntheQ@g:ect;vg‘pcndition,of the roofiin Ju1y01794.48‘
In Anguat 1794 Dabneyfﬁihbr,nehief carpenter 1n.dharga offbuildnyé ,
ings at the capitol inapested the :oof at the request of Gevernor
Brooke and gdvise& that immedis te action be taken to correct the
_:aulty conditien.%gﬂ
. The General Aasenhly. meeting in December 1795, pessed 8 bill
granting the Directom of Public Buildings s sum not exceeding fiva
.thousand»dollars fo; the(purpose of repsiring or altering the roof
of the csgitol.sé , S ,;,v ,U; | L
Daniel Eylton. William Wcushee and Pobert Eitchell Direetm:syﬂ
of Public Buildings, decided thut che exiating roof oovering could
not be satisfhctoxily repaired,and ordered«that‘thﬁvlead sheets;be
replacea hy slste. On Msrch 20, 1?96 the Directors entered into |
contrasct with Andrew Hoses, Adam Boird end Jemes Carney to cover
the capitol withAone hundred and fifty sqnare85; of elate at fifteen
dollsrs per squere. 1t was further stipulated that the oantract be

48. Wyatt Coleman to Governor, July 11, 1794 ﬁﬁ Virginia State*‘“
" Iibrary Archives, Executive Communications. Hereafter eited

Ly \3;

Ti“ . 88" Executive Communicst ions.
*49. Dabney Minor to. chernor, August 7, 1794, N3, Exeentive Oomwu-
‘nications.”

. /,,

«’508 Journal ‘of Pnrolled Bills, 1795, (Virginis State Cspitol Fn=-

.. 'r0lling Room, p. 29) Esreafter cited as Fnrolled Bills.

“Bl.* Square = eénough 8lste to cover one hundred sguare feet allowing
"8 three inch cverlap.

(18)



5o
fuli’illed by Ootober 25, 1796. Baird Oarney anc‘i Hosea all hed

worked at the capi‘t ol rricr to the time of this contmct but Baixﬁ

e il ¥

is pmbably the only ‘ome of the three with s mowledge of the
%]
Buckinghsm glate deposit. For ressons of which we have no deﬁnite

reoord. the process sf manufa cturing, t:ranspo:rting ana placing the
slgt;e m} the eapitol wse extremely slow and in angust 1?9'7 tha -

})izvectors cf E‘ublic Buildinga reeomn:ended that the unfinished jo’b

. b4
be ahandoned, ?he I:artly finished slate covering Waa :re mcwed and

by Deanmber 12. 1‘79’? the oapitol roof was con;letely ecvere& with
- . bbb
fire proafed wood shinglea‘

The state suditor ruled thet Baird, Camey snd Hosea hasd not

ful.ﬁlle& their. ccntmet. and - refused to issue warrants: for more -
56

then the ,f;_'c!,{,:ﬁ;,‘lz_‘?;;.{l(}a‘ 8d alresdy peid. . Op-the other hend, Baird, "

(}a Iney and Hoses mp :1ntaine‘d_-1‘;ha)t‘ -the ‘¢ Onti‘act -could not be fulfilled
T;h mugh no féult of theiirs and;demsynded-payment for -the remainder -
qf the contracted sum.. T’ayment was atill rofused end, in 1806, Baird

and Hosea, (carney wes, now dead), atxbhorized thelir ottoiney, -

62, Fotry,: Generel Account A, March 30, 1796, Eﬁ%. Virginia State
Iibrary Archives, Directors of rublio Bulldings Papers. . Here=
~after oited as Fublic ‘Build ing Papers. A

53. Galendar of Vir ginis Pspers, Vol. 6, P. 95; Vol. 6, r. 699,

54. Daniel Hylton. %illism Foushee snd Robert Iaitchell to Govemor.

i, cAugust 21,-1797, KS. Executive Communications,..

55. William Fouehee to Govemcx Decmrber r, 1797, 5‘8. ercutive

o - Compmnicset dons. v - : |
56. Kot edded.to Entry. October 1797 Generel Acount A, 35S, Publie

Building Ps pexrsy.
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57
John Kioholas of Albemarle, to bring suit against the comonwealth.

The suit Eroceedings. took place at s district eart held at the
eapitol;-fin‘ Riohmond‘,a, April 8, 1806, I’ert« of the deoision ;.18,‘;,(1!10‘!286.

Aas.» foliowa: .

Upon an sppesl from a decision of the auditor of Public Accounts
refusing to issue to the sppellants s warrant for money due:them from
the Commonwealth for services by them &s performed in covering the
capi tol with slate, ‘thims dey csme sg well as8 the aprellants by~
their: attorney, ss the Attorney Genersl of the Commonwealth, and

~ thereupon & witpess belrg sworn snd examined snd sundry papers pro=

: duaed in evidence, seen end inspected, and the sppéllants and Attor-
ney-Genersal fally heard. It is the opinion’ of.the court thst the :
appgllants arxe entitled, from the Commonweslth to & 322 7s 44 xR
It is considered by the sourt- that the suditor of public sccounts

do issue the appellants a warrant or warrsnts in the treasury for

the some.- 58,

lf cavering the state capitol with slate had been aunoessful

it is reasonab}.e to beli eve that the Bnckingham deposit would I‘BVG

Vbecome widely kncvm at a. very aarly date. However,‘Rogers, in hie

geologienl reports, stetes that after the ﬁrst pro,ject was a‘ban~
doned little further use of this deposit was, made until 18.,3 whem

Edward We. Sims undertook extensive develozzment of the same quarry

from which slete for.the capitol was obtained. This qusrry wes

loocsted in: the center of the field nesr the rresent dgy?ill)ia‘zvnsv
b7 . Oc of Power of Attorney, Andrew Fiosea gnd Adsm Beird to
Eg}m Nicholas, Janusary .3, 1806, NS. Fublic Build ing Papers.

58, Co of COuxt Deaisior, Adam Baird and Andrew Hoseas Va, Gommon-
le,al‘th Apri.!. 8, 1806 M3, Public Building Pspers.
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quarries,

' Mr, White Hughes, ome of the oldest inhabitants 11ving 1in the
'Buok:{ngham slste area, 1:3 1948 states that 8 Mr. David Bnllock o
cperated a slate qnarry 1n the ares in 1813.‘ An article published

L vai

in tbsa Eiehmcmd Times-l)ispatch, Februaay 2, 1913. substantiated the

"fact ‘that a quarry existea at that time by stating that old mren«
2 coe 60
‘t;on Eill in eumberland Gounty Was coverad ‘with slate 1n 1812 or 1813,

Dr. Asbm‘y Ghrietian in his book Richmond Her Past and Present

nrefers to r Devid Bulloek as one of the buildinp directore Sppointed
1571812 ‘for dizecting the erection of the Governox s Mopsion in

' Eichmonﬂ.sl The fsot tha'l: this David Bulloek wos conneoted vith i
public “buildings leads ua to absume thet he was the same David Bul-
loek opérsting the Buckingham ci‘ué‘iry‘f:;

2 1834 Edwerd-SimS, with the aid of few hands snd very orude
arremgements, prerared for market’ six hundred squsres of slste st
twelve dollers pe'r‘féquare.sg Res ers deé’oribed ‘the Sims quarry s’
follows: "The bed of slste wroght by Mr. Sims hes 8p sversge
‘bresdth of sixty yards. The rock splits with grest regulsTity, pre=-
sentling. & amacth'surface'r énd heving such strength and flexibility
ae to gdmit of being sepersted by iron wedges into sheets of one

60. Richmond Times-Disgstch, Eebrmxy 2, 1912,
61, w. Asbury Charistisn, Eichmond Her Past snd Fresent (Richmond,

EERINS vao 1912)’ po 490
62. Willlam B. Rogers, Op. Cit., p.~79.’
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63
hupdred Sqnare ‘feet and ‘not ‘more than an inch in ‘thickness."

The main reason for operating the Sims quarry ‘at this time
was to ihmiah s;ste fo:r the buildings at the University of Virginia.
Whexi)fiae oxiginsl tin reofing material pmved nnsatisfactory, John
Hartwell Gccke,' é friend of Jefferson and an expert 1n every phaae

of building, a&vised that the oovering for the university be res=
s 64 X s A , : s
striete& to s.wte. ’ -

. 44.:, c, i

By lz;'be summer, 18.55 Edwa:rd Sims. under contmct to Generel

coeke, had trassported 1:0 the university enongh slate to cover the'
SR 1
froofs of numer ous dormito ries. The cost of wagon transportation‘

oot

f;*om Buckingham to Gha frlo’c tosville was prohibitive V consequently, )

Sims was obl iged to send his slate down the Jams to Golumbia and
65 '
up the Rivanna to. ¥ilton by 'batteau.‘ ‘

. The slatlng rroject at the univers*ty L con;:leted in June,:
1828, . and the report of the Reotor end Boerd of Visitors indicated
that Simg was paid s lmost $5,000 for slate mmiahedr in that yesr.

Over a ‘three yesr. period Sims received more them $10,000 for slate
67
aﬁpplied ‘the university. -

6. 'ibid;', o i + Tirstnt
- 64, I’hilli ‘Alexsnder Bruce, Eﬁs‘cory_ of the University of Virginia
I 181921919, (New York, 19207, Vol. II, . 382,

65‘ Ibid.) p.:585071

gg: i%?ﬁal of the House 9_;._’ Delegates of the Commmwealth of Vir-

/ ity
1pia, (Reports of the Rector and Visitors of the Univezs
S Virainis) 18%6-37, pp. 4, 10; 1889, pr. 17-15. |
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; Althwgh we have no aceount of how mny hands were employed
by Bir. Sim, old Buckingham reooras for 18'*9 mﬁicate that some
,kslaves werp hiiéd.eg It is alao pcrohable that sane of Gene ral
ccocke 8 sh ves were used at the quarry mile Blafe was ‘being pro— '
Qfmoed for the University.

o In 3,845 Sims tried his ‘mend at nenufscturing s chool slates,
ri’bnt tha rough slate texture snd 8 leck of ebras*ve equipment
‘osused h‘im to absndon the rm.}éef.ag'
. "In 1851 Sims smt sanples of rooi’ing glate and o ‘slate sladb

‘f'to the Gomrnor of Virginia to forward .as a8 Virginia contribut 1on
?{to the World's ‘Falr to be held in Londcn.?»?’ ‘These ssmples were of
“such high quality and aprearsnce that. they won ﬁrst award in L0n~
‘don - in- 1857.7} el o Plarie

Hr. Sims was an enterprising men: snd 'did ‘not confine his tslents

ta- quarrying, ho.  was elso widely known &8 8 mill owner and bridge

,builaer.,\ Lo e
.o Several-attempts were msde by corporstions to open quarries in
_.tthe Bnckingmm area.during the gencral period 1837 to 1860.  However,

- none . ci:‘ ‘these gonpanies -achleved the success enjoyed by the Sims

cprivate guarzy.

66 Filllam ﬂnd Ma;y_ 5;uarterly, ‘Second chies. Vol. X, pl?l.

_\;69...Jcseph E. Roberts, Ore Cite, p. 413,

"70. Virgipie ' tiricsl Register, Vol. IV. p. 176,

71. Buakingham Virginis Slote Gorporatidn,Slete Specificstions,nd.p.

72, Petition to the Speaker of the House of Delegntes Trom Lawsrd
‘We Sims and Others, January 22, 1841, Virginia State I.ibrar,y
Archives. Petitions from Buckingmm Gounty.
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. In 1837 the Virginia General Assembly passed 8 bill author—
izing Abraham W. cohen of Richmand to fbrm the Buckingham Slate
Mining Gompany.‘ Capital stoek was to be nat less than %100 000 nor
more than $500 000 shaxes wculd sell for 100 00 eech. Thia corpor~
ation was tc be chartered for thirty years and.its holdings in land
weie nct to exceed 100 000 acres.véJ Ths corpcration was grobably '

o ‘; ‘e L;'

never ihlly c*ganized since no reoord of 1t3 aotivity ean be found.
f:i An ect to inooxporate the Virginia ﬂlate Oompany consisting o
Qf éhomas B Durrack Theodore F. Grawfbrd, eohn Hepphill Charles
3 anont and their assoeiafes ‘was pasaea by the Genersl Assembly
and enrolled karch 15, 1858. The ccmpemy was. to be eonfined to

the ecunties of Buckingham ena Albemarle with a territorial 1imd~- 4

tation of 2000 mores. Copital stock sheres were not to exceed
74
2 500 ench valued at $100. 00.

Ancther sct passed by the same legisloture, match 29, 1888,
incorrorated the Virginia Millsj81ate Mining awd Mswufocturing
Company. This company was owned and opersted by John S. Nicholss,
Robert C. Eicholas, and Gsorge W. Nicholas all of Buckingham.
Thelr mnaxfer allowed for land holdings up to 1500 acres snd a

meximum capital stock value of §1£0,000. Fach share was to sell

75
for $50 «00.

73, Fnrolleﬁ Bills, Journal 18a6~57, F. 48.
74. ibid., 1857-58, p. 187.
75‘ Ibidt. p. 239.
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- The cutbreak of the 0ivil War did not completely atop
aétivi‘by ‘nyf"t'h'es‘e compsni“es. z?he %ims Ousrry, i‘he Virginis SJ.ate
CGm;any and fi’he Virginia &ills Slate ¥ining and MNanufecturing Com-
Fany were still in existence in 1861, ~There is“‘ an 1ndioat 101'1 thst
aotivity in ‘the slate 1ndnbtry in Buckinghem aid not entirely cease"
until 1863 or aftef. ' The 01d Biehmand l’heatre; rebuilt in bichmona
during the war srd completea in 1865 ?6 ‘was covered with Bucking? )
ham slate ‘which was undmbtedly supplied afters*he outbreak oi’ hos-‘f"z

, 7
tilities .’m 1861. There 1s no reecrd ef any quarrying activity

{n Buckinghém for the yesrs 1864 oz 1865,

76, W, Asbury Christian, Op. Cit., p..452. -
77. Richmond Times~Dispstch, Febmary 2, 1913.
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CHAPTER 11X
QUTSIDERS CAPTURE THF SIATE INTUSTRY DURING .
THE ERA OF° POLITIGAL HECONSTRU CTI 08
Buckingham Cmmt,; remn 1neé compsrat_ive;y :r;‘ree o:f.’,'devaststion .

during the civil War.{ The msin Un*on and "Onfedemte armies marched
thmngh the county On 'bheir wsy to Appoms‘t‘tox in 1865 but it €5~
caped the hlaekened ehi.mneys and ash heaps eo maractexietia of the
,Shenandoah Valley aml the ‘aress am‘anﬁ Richmond and Frederieksburg.
;'?'irginia. in general lay p ostrate when Lee 8urrmdered in 1865-
*her 1arge i:sdust ries were destreged or damaged oommeroe was at a
atandstill snd surplus capital for investment did not exist. Yet
Limediate}.y after ’thr:* surrender. snd under elmost prohibitive eondie-
tiom the seemingly 111’91688 bo(iy oi’ the state began to stir with
new vigor. " The masonable "Presidantial I?lnn" of reconstruct ion for
the ‘South gave Virginians new hore and ‘assursnce. Thr cughout the
‘gtate there was & return to 1ndustry, especially neturel" 1m'tustry

.78
such as nining ‘and quarrying.

<000 The :"deca&e aftor the wor, under the "Pregidential "Plan”, and the
"Redicel Republicsn Plan" of reconstructian, witnessed remewed ine
terest in the Buckinghsm sléte'dep osit. Two of the three ‘canpenies
o‘per’ating .ﬁpric;r to 1863, the Virginis Slate Company end the Virginis

I:ﬁlls Slate }!ining snd Iﬁanufaeturing Company, recomrenced quarrylng

| ‘?8. ??illiam B. Heaseltina, .ahe Swth i.n Amermnn .ii toiy;'r,? (iew York,
© 1947}, pp. 486=488.
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operations iy 1866. (fl‘wo'*-“bé'w compani es, tl;e” Buckinghom Slateé
(}o‘n'z'pa‘z;y and ‘the 0ld Dominion Slate Company commencea opersticns
in 186’7 ‘and 1869 res;:eotively. M

I:a Febmary, 1866 ‘the Virginia Slate Company's charter
was amenaed to allow the eorporaticm to borrow &g 1tal not ex~
eeeding %50 Hoooi.?9 Fo tecord existe on the V’irginia Slate Com=
pany after 1866 and wa have no way of aecertaining why or when‘f 2
1'&8 activi‘ky was halted. The harsh measures exercised by the “
Raaical Beconst metion Govemment as well as the 1nability 1o
‘obtain losns might hsve coaused the 9@&28}’_ t»o’_ais‘cont‘i’zme opera-
tion. N I

ghe.};;g;niasiills _S_lz;tégmn‘ing‘an.&,’liﬁanufacturing Company’,ﬂ_
known efter tre war as the Nicholas Quarry, started back to
quarrying in. 1866 .and continued operating until 1882 when their o
slste holdings were sold to the -Big. Querry Slate COmrany.so
| A new com;eny, the Buokinglr.em Slate Gompany orersted by
John E. lmlfcrd Albert Ordwsy, Phineas Davis and- associa tes was
1ncorporated in Januaaw 186?. The company was to operate with
8’ minimam ea;,ital sieok o:L’ $100, 000 snda ‘meximum of $1,000,000.

‘t

Landwholﬁings were to be 1im:>.ted to 5000 agres in Buckinghsm

79. Enrolled Bills, Journel 1865-66, p. 347,
80. Jdohn Lyle Cempbell, Geology and Kinexsl Resources of the
' James River Valley, Vizginie, {New York, 1882), p. 106.
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: 81 ,
ch:nt.y.i uﬁ;’?ﬁ.;t"eme‘: acre. i”,g@?'ico County. . The one acre in

Henrico County was undoubtedly for storsge or office spsce.
The company was. cc:zposed ent:nrely of Virginisns. . John Ful=

| ford and, Alber Ordway were Richmonders end Ordway had served es
- 82 -
8 ﬂclonel in the Confederate Army. . The third mgin partner 1im .

“ this oommny, Phineas A. Davis, Was 8 small lpnﬁ OWDET 1n EucL-

,in aham Oount.y aad had sold the. eomp my its onginal land holdings
of thirty-fsar acres for ¥1, 906.83, Davis, 1in. a;l,_;:rob&ap;ility,
f&?fﬁ ,;ngnt,ed «his_share‘ in the oompany 8s rertial reyment rfor“}’zis o
| ??P‘L

. 'l’he Bna Imagham Slate Company went into active operaticn in
186? tmf’i was prcduaing f*nished rooﬁng slate by, 1868. when gl gte

valued st §1, 322.20 was shipped to the C‘ollexza of William and. }?ary
- 84

to cover. the existing unsatisfaotoxy roof of the Wren Build ing..

The com;;any incressed ﬁs xesl estate in 1870, when 84 joining
: 85

slate land was purchased f:rcm William {}. x{umphrey. f

81. Enrolle& Bills "Journsl 1860»67 L. 83. R R

82. Virginia. &agazine of History and Biography, Vol. V, p. X. .

83. Buoldpg hem Gounty Regords, Clerk's Office, Buclringham gourthouse

‘ Virginis, Deed Book I, Ee 40. Berea:ﬁ:er cited es County
‘Records. ‘

84, Fillism snd Nsry Quarterly, Second Seriee, Vol. 1II, pr. 200.

85. County Recoxrds, Deed Book I, p. 2'77.‘
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e - Written re ferences. to the Buckinghem slste qunrri es -m.zring‘y |
the 1870's irdicate thst the Buckinghem Slste Compeny's.quar:y.
wasﬁsualiy eslled: the Ordway Quarry. This ocaipsny opersted wifh
llmited success, during the 1870's and by 1882 hod ceased to exiet?a
!L‘he 01d Dominion. Slate Eining Compsny, owned and oyerated by
Philip: A. Dugsn, George Hart, %¥illism Conelly, James C. Davi daona,
Semwel B. Spafford and James Hill, was the first oompany owned by
-out=of=-state interests to ,,en;j:er‘ the Buckinghsm slate indus try.87
A1l the stockholdiers were from ;the_.‘oitynan;,d county .of New _‘,i'brk.;-_and
secording to ,Phiiip A Dugen, Jr., formed 8 very close oorpera’tioﬁj.jﬁ
Thfe‘-'com;: anyiv"purahased 8la. t‘eﬁ lamd near the southern boundsxy of the
Nicholas ‘quarry: property line in 1888 and 1869 from Eljizebeth snd
William Plerce snd Semuel Williams . respectively.%e - The:company was
"locegted opn what was later :discovered to be an excellent. glate-vein,
end . with proper management wonld, unﬁoubtedly,hsve[ beaome ,,on,e;‘;‘o;t‘) EERTy
the moat successful of all the guerries operxating in the ,aréaﬂ.‘
However , .the members of the corporstion expressed a definite lock a
of interest in slote guarrying-and the compeny cer:aae& oerating-
in'a few. ‘yesrs..: - 0ddly enough, when orerstions were hslted, the-

86.r John Iyle- campbell, olog of the Jarzes Rivexr Valley ™
B Ee 07¢ R
8?. Phi...i%: A mgan, Jx. to Arthur L. ."*?itts. Septemh-
“. .-Arthur Letcher Pitts, Private Company Psrer
roary of Plunmex ¥, Jones, New Cantm Via
cited ee Fitts Tapers.
88. County Records, Deed Book I, pr. 206-207.
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corporation still had a ocredit balsnce against it in the bsnks,

:éhéﬁggiiﬁéiEﬁf:%ﬁé”héXt:gﬁtéidéféi 8 smell group of Welsh =
immigrents, merked the beglhning of & new ers in the Buckinghem
slste industry.  Two ﬁidfhéré,°Evan'R.’Wiiliams'aﬁ&"John‘R;”Williams.’
‘Were the first of these Welshmen to arrive in Buokinghsm. In 1871,
’fﬁéxééiéfkéérgdf{fﬁéii”af&ivalf they purchesed & small traot of -
‘Iend slong Hunts Creek nesr the rresent day site of Arvonis from -
iWilliam Price and his wife.gq

“'Phe Williams brothers cerried on limited - ‘quarrying sotivity :
“until 1882 when they'QGQuirea the valusble ‘Kicholss Quarry Traot.gl
John R. Williams, & friendly snd personsble men, had come to Rich=
‘mond “in the lste 1870's to solicit sid for their quarry. In 1882,
‘88 ‘s’ result of Mr. Willisms efforts, the Big Quarry Slate Comgpeny,
com pose& }‘mo"s;ﬁ}.& of Ricﬁxﬁozfdéré, was incomorsted. Members of the
ggddﬁéﬁy7§eté'3655"ﬁ. Blpokburn, John W, Fisher, Willism G. Crenshaw,
| 'K.Y. Syokes, Robert T. Hubard end John R. Willisms. Robert T, o5

'Ehbard weS the only Buckinghem nstive included in the co rporstiam.
- The company olerter provided for & minimum oapltel stock of

':320 000 and @ maximum ‘of $500, 000. It was 8lso specified thst the

89. Pitts Papers, Philip A. Dugan, Jr. to A,L, Pitts, Sertember 6,1909.
-90. Oountg Records, Deed Book II, p. 16.

'91. County Records, Deed Book 1¥, pp. 280, 281.

'92.-Enrolled Bills, Journsl 1881-82. . 103.
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' , 93
company's.offices be locsted in Richmond, Virginia,.

~ - An-1882 the Willlems brothers, with the financisl backing of. .
’che -Big Quarry - Company members, purcha,sea thé 014 Hicholas Quarry
Tract. from Orilla Alice Hicholas, Hempden B. Nicholas snd Ers. . -
M.N, Bargiza for phirtyvthppsand:dollara..twenty thousand 1n~aaah.94
This tract was & part of the.original charter grent mede by- George
11 to John Bicholss in 1728, and consisted of two- hundred znd fifty
sores situsted an both sides ofzshnts,Greekainfthe,middle‘of;the
;gqfxpgdslatg yadn,?éw The Hicholas treot was probsbly the most.
valugble of all. the slate lsnds in the Buckingham,area.‘?

Within 8ix yasrs after the purchase of the Nicholss slate
holdinga the Willisms brothers snd the Big Quarry Company hsi ac=-
quirea,almost»_;wq hupdred end fifty more sores of surrounding land,
an@;:i;@ly,established‘their‘olaim,to,a lsrge portion.of the pro-
duotive slete veln.. The scquisition of this sdditicms1 alste lend
1nvolyéd thrqe,éepa:étg‘parchases.erhe:first,Qfgthese~puroha8gs,.
wss made in 1884 when Willlsm H. Bumpsss end Susan Bumpass- of Hot
ngings,yArkansas,sold‘JphpAR.AQilliam8<and @hewBigAQuarry Company

179 .socres north of Hunts Creek alcug the western boundsry of the
96

Bicholas;t:actyfor,v1,666.66,rq

93. Ibid.*w;.“

94. GountllReeords, Deed Book IV. pg. -280-281.
960 Ibm0 e ke .

96. County Records, Deea Book V Le 509.
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in 1886 John R. Willisme szd Even R. Willlsms, scting iniependently
of the . Big Quaizy ~Campany, :'purohéa‘ed thp Perrow's Big Quarry proper=-
ty from L.B.»LeSneur, Henrietta F. IeSueur, William J. Oslin end
Virginia A. Oalin for two thousand dollaraggv I?e:rrow 8 Big- Quarry,
located near the rrasent dsy site of tha Arxvonis reilroad depot, }
had -begun operat fons in the. lste 1850 's ss 8 private . ooncern, but N
anspepaedgoperat1onagin&1881fbecauaewof~a'boundary dispute with the
Kiqhﬁlas Company. 41«;,;"1?er}r‘,dw"',s ‘quarry was first develored by 'O.)B.‘
?errow,m;d 8t the -time .que riying ;‘v‘v_as"sua rended 1t watsAbe‘ing orersted
by ;John g;; Norvell end others of Bremo Bluff, ,Yirginiaag-av  The "
ownership of ‘this property had passed t o the Perrow heirs by the
tine- of 1‘(:8 .8s8le in. 1886.

. The third pumhase of adjoining prop erty wss maﬂe in 1886 when
& few scres south of Hunts Creek was obtained from John W. and .
Kertha A. Abrahams of Baltimore Maryland.?? |

- The Williams brothers and their successor, the Williems Slate

Compeny, ecquired much more ‘land after these first purchases, but
the cqmpany“s;;quairying potivity has slways been restricted to the
asrea: ,;,in‘c li;ded in the first three purchases. Bk

4t the same t":me;.;-.the, Willlsms brothers snd the Big Quariy'
97. Gounty Records, Beéd Book V, Pe 509.

98, Jomn ILyIe Cappbell, Op. Cit., p. 107.
99, County Records, Deed Book V, p. 8G8.
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Gompany were expanding their slate holdings, the Fdwsrds and

Reberts quar:y. located one mile sontheast of the Kicholas quarry.
e : W 1000
was being develo;ed on 8 large scala. ' Thia quarry wos owned

by John W. E&wards and Fdward rvan Roberts and was looated elong

an exeellent slate vein.: John 0. Senger obtained.a lease to thia \
: 1101

qnarry in 1890 and in 1899 sold his laase rights to Arthur i.Pitte.

The qnantity and quality of slate produced from thia fine qnarry
B made it ﬁgure prommantly m the boom deoaﬁe. 1900 to 1910,
e In 1883 three Welshman. David J. Morgan, 0. P Thomas and A J.
Piefce. formed a company and opened a qnarry oi land leased from
Elisabeth S. Pieroe for trenty years. Their contract celled for
8 royalty cf twenty-ﬁve cente per square i’or 811 roofing slate
f;;é;éeﬁ snd One cent per squere for all flagging Bold te be
paid to her annually thx«nghout the twenty yeare.loa} The quarzy,
knewn 1008113 as thé 'Welsh Quarry . was loeated very near the pre-
sent dey site of Arvon Presbyterian Churoh whioh 13 epproximately
five hundxed yards eaat of the 01& Eicholaa qnarry.
wm Colnmhia Slate Quarry Gompany, owned by wnnam A
LaSueur, Jamee A. Lyons, L B. Le?neur, Jr. and Daviﬂ J Norgan, be-"

: 103 - |
gan developing 8 quarry very near the Weleh Quarxy 1n 1889. The

,,,,,

operaticn of the Golumbia Compsny soon rroved unsuecessful snd the

‘~.;f,f.‘.'; Lo

xloor»éohn Lyle Cemgpdell, Op. Cit., p. 106.
'101. County Regonie, Deed Book X, FPe 278.
102, Ibid,, Deed Book, VI, p. 250. S
103 . Ibid., Che rter Book e 74.
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quarry was a'bandoned.

fIt-isevident that successiul slete qUarrying COILSnl€es o
the Buéki‘ngham'—field* in th ese e“a:rly years were ‘the excertion sand
not ‘the mle. At the beginning of ‘the twentieth century the Willisms
borthers were ‘operating the only ‘lsrge sosle al gte bueiness in Buc k-
ingham. - Theré sre 'a number of reasons why -t he “Willisms brothers'
company was ‘su‘oceséfu—l ‘while the other qusrries inm the field either
fé“iledw‘c»r ’b'e'o-amvei»d’ia couraged. The first end greatest "reason for ¢
their- suocess was the excellent quslity ‘of the 8late veln. uncovered
in" thei::qmrries.: Ko conpsny, even with the bent management. could
meke -p rmﬁt fr’o‘m' poor -giiality slate vveizos. |

A;zothe; 1mportant ‘reason. for,the:suoccess of the Williama slate.
company was the personality,‘» ste:rling character and business acumen
of John'R. Williams. John R. Willisus wes & men of meny talents end
oné who did éot ‘lsck ap art of -persuasion. It was msinly through
his efforis thet the Big Quarry Compsny wes formed snd that the .
Williams'quairieé ‘were slways well ﬁpénced.'lﬁr; Williams wae not
10‘1&3*:1‘11" ‘bresking through Bichmoﬁa:'s aristoorastic shell; and by the
: time of his death in 1901 he wae among the best knewn citizens o:f'
the city. He not only made nnm& Cuis frieaus but he advanced rapidly
1n the business and comme;ccial world. He w8 widely kncmn a8 rresi-
dent of the Southern Trust camgany and later as E:] direotor of the )
Sta;l;e Planters Bank, John R. Williams mede Richmonders, as well as

others,conscious of slate, and his mansgement of the slste ssles
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offices. 12:& Richmond was. snother. large faotor in the success of the
mniams*qu‘aﬁiéé}é?

Anothex prinoipal reason for the eucoess of the w:illiams o
_qua:rries and the Buckingham ﬁeld in general was thst the quarzy
ow:nera of this early perio& being of Welsh origin themselves,
'attracted mny of the heat Welsh slate mkers to this cmntry. " ; ‘”
‘These people veere not only gifted elate makera and qnan-ymen but
they poaseaaed exoeptional dmmatic and nmsical talent. " They were,
tfo:r the mest pa rb, peeple of excellent oharacter and baokgrcuna. |
Their limited financial means\‘iécessarily forced them to live thrif-
;ty and mo&est lives. but theix devotion to the community and to the

:chnrch ma&e them excellent citizens and a worthwhile contribution to
... 106
»American aociety. R

7. "One of tne mest ‘noted end best informed of all the Welsh slote
‘manufacture:rs was ‘Robert 0., Jei’frey. ‘quarry pit meneger for the .
"Williams Sla te Gom;:eny. Mr. aeffrey was typical ‘of a great majority
of the We}sh Ammigrents to Buckingham.__ Eis; obituary is quoted ss
ifpllows“;é i

’jRobe:rt O. Jef;f‘rey, ‘one’ of the oldest, as well 88 one of ‘the best-
known spd most highly appreciated oitizens of Arvonis, died at his

104. Informsticm ‘on John R. Williaus was supplied by his daughter,
). Mrs. James T. Slosn of Richmond, Virginia.
,105. Eichmon& Bews Lesdex, "Slate Workers Go On Strike”, June 2, 1910.
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‘home “here’ yesterday morning 8t 9 0 clock. after sn:illness .of less
than three months.  His decline dated Ffrom the death of Krs. Jeffrey,
his life:companion, who:died here on February 7th. 'Up to thet time
he hsd lived a robust life, being vbvsicslly strong snd with little
if sny-illness, Fverything rossible was done for him. He wes taken
to Richmand snd later a specislist was summoned here, but nothing
seemed~to svall. ‘He psssed awsy guletly of s complication of dis-"
orders. being willing to go end with no murmuring. -

"Robert O. Jeffrey wes bormn in Llanrug, Carnervonshire, Korth
Walea, on gsnusry 18, 16842, He csme to this country in 1863, re=-
mgining for some manths in Slatington, Ps., and later.going to Ver=
mant , returning here in 1865, the yesr of lLee'’s surrender. Iesving
‘here thst ssme yesar, he tresveled extensively, even as far west as -
Cealif ornis, returning to Hew York snd masrrying there liss Jene
Williams, gister of :the lste John R, &nd Even R, Willlems, ‘who after-
‘wards msade such 2 success of the slste business here. ‘He hsd known
this family in Weales, where they hvwd been resred ss nesr neighbors.
In 1876, the year of his marrisge, he came to Buckinghsm snd settled
at. Arvonia, ‘becomingiquarry pit mansger for-the Williesms Slate Com~
csny, 8 rosition which he filled with eminent sstisfactiam until a
short while before his ‘desth. He was reckoned the best .informed
slate quarrymen in the entire Buckingham slate field.,

o iPhree holf-brothers end 8 holf-gister .survive the decessed in
Wsles. They sre John Jeffrey Roberta snd Owen Robverts, Llsnrug;

Evan 0. Roberts,..of Fschwen snd Mrs. John O, Willigms, of Cym=y=-Glo.
He also leaves a full sister, Mrs. Jeme Msrkhsm in Coytesville, K.J.
A near -relstive is the powerful: Welsh gréeacher, Rev, John W, }éorris
of Poultney, Vermont.

He also lesves two sons, Owen und Stenley Jeffrey. prominent
young business men of Arvonia. They were with him duﬁ ng his 1831:
illness snd were.at his: ‘bedside when he:died.. . . :

. .- Mr, deffrey was g member of the Arvaonia Presbyterian cb.nrch a
devout snd.sineere Christien, a mar who held: the respect, esteem and
admiretion of every one with whom he was soquainted. His inner life
wag. flawless; a8 beauti ful exemplification of .what Christisnity can
do with the hesrt. He was the very s awl of honesty snd sterling in-
tegrity, truthful in'every word and detsil of life, sorupulously - .
clean of speech &nd gentle of menper. In his lest illness he was
petient snd submissive, never impstient, but quietly =nd trustingly
ewaiting his end. At the 1sst mesl which he ate with his <fomily he
expresaed a strong faith in Christ.wnity and regffirmed his trust in
Gods -.

7. He" was buxied in the Arvonia eemetery by the s8ide of his late
wife, who had preceded hip to the grave less then three months ago.
Several besutiful Welsh hymns were sung at the grsve. The 0dd
Fellows had charge of the services st the grave, the services in
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the ehureh beipg conducted by Rev. Plummer F. Jones. His grave
was ‘literslly ‘covered with flowers, sweet reminders of his clesn
and fragrant life~-a life which will be remembered by coming gen-
erations ‘a8 sn-incense snd a blessing. 106. '~

o Many of the first ﬁelqh 1mmigrants oame to Buckingham direetly
’frém the ﬁarionethshire slate iﬁelds in ﬁorth Wales and frcm tpef_ﬂ
noted quarries 1n Carnarvanshire owned by Lord Penrﬁy§.1§? |

i  Mangrééérry owners realized too late the absclute necessity of
‘employing these skilled men for estimating, judging end splitting .
;the hetter grades of slate.

- Thé Welsh people first nameﬁ the ares around the slste fields
whem they settled "Arvon“ as tak&u fmm Camarvonshize.} This name
was 1ate Ehanged to Arvania beeanse of 8 similarity to two other
Virginia towns Afton and Avon.19?§ This ohsnge was made as 8 metter
of’ccmvenienee to grevent possible nﬁatakea in postsal delivery.

v~ Durlng ‘the period of Welsh development of the Buckinghem slate
deposits, commeroisl markets for finikhed roofing slate were ex-

pan&eaftd‘théaatate8~west~af Virginia. In 1880 an sxrtiocle in the

industrial and mining journel, The Virginies, ststed thst the =
quality of Buckinghem sléte'wouldvalwayé'givé~it # high position in
the markets of the country. The srticle further stated thot at
106. Richmond Times Dispsteh, April 28, 191Z.

107. Richmond Jews lLeader,"Slste Workers Go on Strike”, Jyne 2, 191Q
108.¥Ths name Arvon spelled out with red slste can be seen on the

- roof-of Arvonias Depot in 1948.
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that time there was o g0od slate trade between Bickinghom snd Nashe
vilde, Teoneases. ‘Slate shipped to Tenmesses £rom Buokingha was

taken in wagons or carts 80r08s the James River ferry to Bremo .

Blut? md from there was floated to anehburg on the Jemes River

:and Kanawha Ganal. " From Lynohbnrg the slate was distxibntea to the
- 109
zwest by xail.

‘11882 three hundred tafty-six tons of slate was shipped Prom
Bnckingham to Ehntington, west Vi:ginia by way of the Riehmond and
: 110
Alleghany Railroad which hﬁd replaced the csrrier service of the oané..

Bot cnly was there an increasing market fcr Buckingh&m slate

aé’adéQﬁété’nsthoas of trQBSportatidn were“develbped; but geologiesl
interest wes slso focused on the sres after John Iyle Campbell

g6 ologiat from Weshington and Lee University, msde » study of the
Blate deposits 1n 1881. In 1882 ﬁhmercusvsampiéé of Buckinghem -
slate were forvwisrded to the National kuseug from. the, Williams o

) 11 '

quarry snd the Fawsrds. and Roberts quarry..

The Williams brothers sttrsoted srchitectursl smnd technical
1nterests to the area in 1884 when they erected a large mill for
m&nufacturing atructural material from slate for floors, shelves,
table tops, blackbosxds snd smaller articles. Some yeors lster
109, The ?1rginias 1880, Vol. I, No. B, . 84.

110. Ibid,, 1882, vol. III, No. 1, r. 183.
1110 Ibldq. ] P. 3? *
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the mill building and mueh of the machinmy was destroyed by 8 wind
starm aml neve:r :cebnilt.

The Williarm quarries also sh.’zpped xoofing sl ate abxoad during
the 1880 8. some ‘bej ng sent directly to Wales.; However. Buckingham

slate was first exnorted in 1876 when a shipment left Bichmond for
113 ¢
E‘ngland.

Marl;ets were growing, and there was a ne tional and mternati onal
,mterest in the Buokingham sl ate inﬁustzy in 1884 when John R |
Willians, I*van R. Williams. Job.n J. Boberts and John W. Edwa:rds were
awaraeﬁ 8 eantract ‘to complete the pmposed Buckingham Railroad Gom
peny: road to- the skate’ quarries. 'l‘he conta-actors did all masonry.
grsding, built all trestles, and furnished all crosaties for the
road. ‘In the summer of 1885 the road was completed 88 far as the
glate quarries. - The Richmend snd Alleghany Bailroad Bompany leased
the rosd for forty years fram January 1. 1885..114 ‘After this mil
11re ‘was constricted; transportation difficulties were solved snd
répid,-de&é.&spment of pew markets took place.”

113.-.Thonas Nelson Dnle, Slate in the United Stetes, 1.8 203-204.
/R chmond &ims-mspatch, December &, 1934, S
" Rionucnd Times-Dispatoh, "Fifty Years Ago", August 22, 1926.
114. Deostur Axtell, Typewritten ﬁotes on the Buckingham Braneh
" Railrosd. Library Mrs. Jemes T. Slozan, Richmom, V.trginia. )
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JHAPTER IV
A TYPICAL ARFA ;oasgmzmmﬂ:_mx ABTHUR I PITTS SIATE COMPARY ..

Any slate company operating :’m t he Buckingham Plelds in 1948
could be selected as F) typioal area organization. Hever has any
company .'m the a.rea whether sucoessful o: unsuocessful, deviated
more than slightly from the accepted and customaxy practices ofh
the field :m general. ‘.‘Ehe companies thnt b.ave failed and the
ccmpanies that nave sﬁrvived ean together 'be classified as typi-
cal,. . All the cmzpanies tb.at have succeeded have operated quarrios
aloné good slate veins, end a very }.a:rge peroentage of the comranieel
that ‘have failed owned p;)or quarries along the aeposit | Thus 11:

is essy to see that the reasons for suocess have always been essen~

tislly the ssme, and the, :easons for failure tha Bame.‘

i-»7 The establishment of the Azth'ar L. I’itta Slate Company marked
tﬁe beginning of & retumm to. the Buckingham slate industry by
Virginians; :The Fitts Company en:exienoed both suceess and failure
during its exiatence' it operated,on,various,ler;rels of prodnction
aﬁé./:z:ive during thirty of the most important years in the history
of ’che Buekingham slate. industry. - For ‘chese yeasona the organization
end ‘operating procedure’ of th.e A L. Pitts company has been selected
88 8 typical example. l , ,

Arthur Letcher Pitts of Scottsville, Virginia, reilroed con-

t:ractor and eanal boat owner. hed ndt iced the volume of roofing
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slate ahipments from Buckingham by way of the James River end
Kanawha canal md i‘ta suocessor. the Richmend pna Alleghany Reile
road, an{i hecame extremely intereated in the commercial possibili-
ties of Slate quarrying. In 1890 he cnme ‘to the Arvenia slpte
ffielas “to- purchase 1srd for prospecting purposes Cand’ in thet
somé year obteined a few scres from a trnstee ‘of the L.B. Hughes ‘
gstste.l-«l«-s —Kstable‘among the slate 1snds which Mr. Pitts ‘rurchss ed
}p'riar" to 1898 were three smsll tracts ‘owned by -Camm Patterson,
Ssmuel Williszs, snd John J. -Tloyd. Mr. Pitts obtoined these tracts,
a&_;tptaiﬁ asrea - 0f sixty~four end. ome-fourth seres,- for $358.38, or
less than six. dollars per;aore}wls The. A.L. Pitts Slste Compeny -
soquired much more lsnd during the years 1898 to 1929, but. the Fon-
tsine Field fract. acquired in 1901 from Mary. E.‘Fontaine, William
;Semggs ana ot hers, wes the gzily large traoct of velusble slste
lsnd the company eve:r cwned.i T I F N T

| !Ehe Pitts Gompany did not begin large soale quarrying opera-
:ti‘bﬁa until 1899 when it purchased the lease ri ghts to. the John
W. I‘dwards ana Fdward Fvan Ro‘berts slate proparties :from Jchn C.

Loemroe v

"Senger. John Senger had opemted the Fawards und Roberts guarry.
tc littie advantage. and for one hundred dollars transferred his
lease to &rthur I.. "Pitts. This lesse called for a royalty of

115. Gouu Eecords, Deed Book Vi, p. 677.
116, Ibld., Deed Book VIII, pe. 2.55 511; Deed Book IX p. 483,

117. Ibid.; I‘reed Book X, pp. 495, 59’7 599. :
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twenty. cents rer square to be I}t?}ﬁ{én”'all roofing slste menufac-
t}lul'ﬁ,d,;ifl‘,‘(}m;jt;ﬂhe_; Quarries on the ?Edﬁa?ds f”’d ‘Roberte ”’“*‘;"”“ “‘“‘*v |
was; 10, remin in effect until March ';,, 190?,_1,18 '
B ,}‘;v;)g.‘._L,. -Pitts, a{ssis“tedﬁfina‘ncially bﬁ: .hig brother, John L. rittas,
hiféé;;;t‘ifty\oxj_mpx‘e‘ men 'am‘i; ‘begsn 1mmediata,.de'§e'iopme:nt of "che‘
excellent slate velin in the ‘Edwards and Roberts . q"uarry,'.; Efficient
and hovest business methods were alwsys 'applied, -end by December
1901 thé .aompany was receiving numerous orders V‘;i’roz;i,_Birmingha m, .
Ala\pama,,t}o,lnmbus,_\Ohio.;NeW .’Orleans,r Louisisna, New York City,
A.nriié;ton,. Alaboma, Charlotte, North Carolize, Knoxville, Temnesses,
a:ad-manygc‘ﬁhei’v .dties outside the state .119 A _gépd market 'J had al-
resdy been esteblished within the state, and the A.L. Pitts Slate
Company Sales office, ;slocéteq at 12-Forth ~Bintiliégtre Ot An. Richmond,
wes golicsting orders from ell over the South. = . -
wno The  demond.for slate from the Fitts Company cmtinne_dv‘ﬁ? in-
cresse, .snd withina few yemrs A.L. Pitts had scoumulated enough
capi{;al,toaerect_a new home and & large-company commissary in.. ...
121

Arvonie s - -t His. naw:.home, containing twelve or more rooms, WwWas

iﬁodern» in every: respe‘ct, and is, in 1948, ome of the finest resl-

depces-in the ares.
116, Ivia., beed Bock X, pe 276,

1319.- ts Papers, File of Oxders for 1901. R o
%g.'%%&?,wnliém H. Osmpbell to A.L. Pitts, Janusry 4, 1902,

121, ibid., Journsl,Building Accounts, January 1, 1906.
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- The- laae to the Edv;ard.s and Roberts properties was to exrire
in 1907, -and A.L.; Pitts, not wishing to have to increase royalty
payments or. take a. chance of losing<his lease rights to s higher.\
biddex aold his. lease contract to the Virginia Slate company in.
1908 for approximately eight thousand dollﬁrs.;ga |

In,190? Aol Pitts, aonsoious of his aarlier Buccesses, be~
,ggnpr;que;qpﬁg@ﬁe@_quarryAonkhis Fontaine Field property.

Ekﬁeptional skill and adequate'finahcial backing’have always
}been  Decesssry. ibr the develcpnnnt of new-quarxies, and. many of the
beginners in the slate businesq in . this reriod often lacked both
:easentdals. WHowever, prospeetive querry. owners hasd attempted to . .
Open 80 many qaaxries in the sres, that by 1907 a more or lessAT
standard procedure vwas established for opening-new quarries. It
is gen erally known that in the Bucklinghsm slate flelds the:re has -

‘atarting,quarries or .in the PIOcesaes 1nyolved in manufscturing
;fihisha&‘alate; so in desoribing the development of the:A,L,dg;pps
Fantaine Field guarry, the slate menufacturing procednre used in
71848 asn. be 8§ylied with few modificstions.

, smhemiiratmstepV;akep;in,planning,the~ibntaige\Eield querry
wasﬂt§ ﬁé§§¥mine,_aawnearly es possible, the exset locstion of
;£;ﬁ§ié£e'?§iﬁ;"ﬁffer carefnl eveluastion of core drill samples
122. Ibia,, Journal, Fly lesf 1ist of aooounts receivable, July 1,

T2 1907.-:
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the*?i?bable1éXt€ntuOffthelvein wos marked off. ‘Inspestion of the
veib tﬁicughismall+hana§ﬁug holes“serfed‘tOfdouhle‘check‘the’ocra*
‘arillatesuits.r‘When)thp:veinawaeithﬁs‘aefinitely:1boatea‘and
atekeﬁfofi;lthe'nextStep wasﬁto'remove'all"top 80il and inferior:
rcék;fiéﬁ*the?msin'sléte bed. Iaborers removed this 801l snd rook
ﬁi£h4hoiééibr4ﬁuiésdrawﬁ dreg pa'nsf@dﬁithsteel'barﬂégefansi
1OWeiedﬁf&cm*steam:driién;:overheadvoableéé ?fhé~suspenéion‘of*5s"
theSe‘cveiheaﬁvéébleé; ﬁheir‘ptOperllodatiOﬁ;”hOilsontal snchorsge
a#&*aﬁgulérfsngport*§resented:é‘maJOr?éngiheering‘pxoblem”én&‘

réqairedsmnoh,laborfto ereot;»<0verhéadkcable‘hoieting‘systems o
. Lei 123 ‘ ~
were'very expensive,

from the quarry pit, espeoislly after the [it reached s depth of -

bul absolutely esserntial for moving stones

twenty or more feet.
éﬁxvln;aiféw»munthé the labor foroe‘hadfrembved'allfaurplus earth

from tlie masin slate vein, and the process of manufeoturing roofing
slate was. ready. to begin., A foree of twety or more skilled - -~

slatems kers joined the ‘unskilled lebor foree and by Janupry 1908;

fdxtyathiee*men;wakilzed,ana*unskilléa;wwere working daily at the
124 e

new QUATry. . ,

4.’ Workmen First opened the exposed slate bed by ‘drilling snd

bIzsting & V-ghaped groove the entire length of the quarry floor.

183, Ivid.. New Querry Journal, p. 2 lists prices of carriages

1388 at - 200.0§,eaé%,#oab1es'at $150.00 each snd pans st $40.00
Ceaoh. 0 o O e

124. Ibid., Time Book, 1908.
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This groove wss from thi’e"é to eix feet deep and Tem parslled to
th&”Sléte*élea#égé;“fﬁftér*éléarihg this ohsnnel, the workmen used
drills, bars ahalénﬁilkchdxgeé'Of‘black’powdér‘td‘f%eefiatge“mssqes
\6f°€hé?élé%efibﬁk: They in turn subdivided these lmrge meses of
slate into slsbs small enough to be hoisted to the surface.
Eotches ent 1n the larger nasses marked a ILine parallel with the “
alaty oleavagﬁ and.workmen split the zoeks by driving heavy wedges
*into each groove. To further subdivide these large massee of slate
pit hands drilled vertical holes xn line with the grain &irection

and aaross the grain and made straight ﬁ&actnres with plugs ana
SRyl 128
feathers.‘_}

The ovorheaﬁ cableways could hoist stones weighing fhve tons
»;;hﬁore and cnulé be adjusted 80 &8s to dump slate in the air on
th;M#aste heap or lcwer the stones to the blockyards. o

- The engines thot hoisted slate from the qaar:y pit wererg!
iooated~someadistangeVfrom the quarxy,:and 59f§ty,g9§,effi?19?°¥ |
:in,goistiné depended on,s;gpéls;t:ansmitted,fromrthg_guarryfgygdge
1tnn$h£vengihezoperatﬁrs-‘fTh@ signalmen seated in a small shenly
.overhanging “tae brink of .the quarry. conveyed the qnar;y pit fore-
‘man'susignals to the engine house by electric buzzer.,,Vaxioug a'
numbers of buzzes indicated 8 &esireAfcr such sction as hoisting,

" " metal expan&ers thh one rounded surfsce to
125' Eb%g?eize 3;211 hole and the other surface ground flat to

fit s wedge or rplug”.
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‘tsking.upvslack,erAholding«steady.w The~signalman controlled the
movement nf each. alate ‘block until it reached the edge of the
_quar:g and‘he Qrdered the aagxne operators to return 311 poorly
balqﬁce& or lecsely ahaineﬁ blocks to tha quarry floor,..
L 8m311 hsnd pushed carta conveyed the good slate blooks from
thckeable hsoks to the blockyard and splitting shanti es. ”he most
rexperienceé and skilled of’all the quarrymen the blockmakers, took
charge cf the large piaces cf slate and subaivided them into blocke‘
'fbuzteen tc txenty-fcur inehes wide.‘ A thorough knowledge of the
properties of slate as well as sound jndgement was essential in
pxoperly bxesking and splitting blocks.; The blookmaker examinea '
the rcck earefully and glsced *halk marks along the surfbce to in~
dicote e exeot’ points where hcles should be drilled. When the
drill’ eperator had comrleted the xequired bsring othex workmen
18“8& wadges or plugs in the a:rill holes and hammered them evenly
until & strain was p’ace& along a8 1ine on the blodk. The block-
maker:. then delivered & sharp blow et ) p srticuler point on the o
rook end & perfeotly straight break resulted. In some instanees,
when thin slebs were gvseilsble, morkmen thiseled s groove on one
slde of tha block ana then turned it over ﬂnd sfauex the opposite.
a1 de gudden sharp blows with a wooden mallet or “beetie" until the e

fraature was made. | o , i :
Eext spl%tters took oharge ef the oomrlet lccks end easil&
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divided them 8long the cleavage 1nto slabs the thlckness oi’ ‘
eight slates. :Other sglitters then split these thinper ala bs,
alirayg subdividing t hem in the centnr until eight. slates were ob-
tsined.“ The 8verage thickness of & single slste was sbout threeQ
s..xteenths ‘of -an inch, but thicker slates were supplied when .
speciﬁed. '

‘l‘he ‘trimmers’ then plsced these rough slates on a trimming

,maohine ‘to reméve tneven edges.  The eim of the trimmer wes to -
126

cbtain the largest rectangle pcssible of 9 glven stendsrd size. -

'.t‘rimming was done with heavy cleaver~like blades attached to over—
head spring poles.: These trimming mochines were ususlly opersted
by :foot treadles, although some qusrries used steam powered pulley
drives ‘bo z'u:a the trimming blades. |

Yard mrkmen loa ded fin*shed slates on wagons or “carts-and
n‘t;:;nsported them tc ‘the aluts ;mrds mhe:re they w ere tunched snd
st. ored in verticsl tiers. These verticul tiers were never stacked

.over three slates high. o
At first Iér. ,Pitts believed his new qua rry woula prcduce an

126. The A.L. Pitts Slate Company price lists glve standord sizes
: a8 follows: '

ches - 18 x 11 mch«ﬂs . 18 x 12 inches 11 x 8
§g§§3m 14 x 10 16 x 12 " 12 x 6
18x 9 " 14 x 9 ", 16 x 11 i 24 x16
»fls x 10 w0 34x & T 12 x 10 " 24 x14
16 x 9 " 4 x 7T " 12 x 9 n 24 x13
l6x 8 " 24 x12 " 12 x 8 : 26 x14
22 x 11 " 10 x 8 ’: ?%xlg . %g ;2’;

" 1 4 X
20 x 11 20 x 12 10 5 6
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excelient,gggra’def cf;;sla:te“ for meny yesrs to ocome, but. ss, the qusrry
§1t'gz'few-'&eeper 'the : sléte“-vem beesme nsr row and faulty. ' The Fone~
'taine Field quarry never did prove profitable end quarrying there

was . 8 uspencled in- 1914.12?

In 1909 A:rtmzr Ia. Pitts became interested in the slate lands .
ffqr:xeﬁ.y;aowned«,by the Cld Dominion Slate Compsny snd csrried on &
lengthy ¢ orxe‘spondemewith‘heirs of the original ‘owners. . None
o}l-i?fheﬂ relatives of the oz?iginal canpany members could produce a
title or proof ‘of title to the lerd end the metter had to be given
u;;,.igs - Many pew’ comx:anies hed: attemrt ed to enter the Blate indus=- -
try ﬁnring thia period and good slate land vas. very expensive and
almost Aimpossible to obtsin.
oz Ehe‘re«waé .pot only & shortage of good:-slsgte lapd in: 1909, bdbut
the Te ;waé?-ﬂs -also 8 shortage of. loeal-qﬁ arry labox.,.:A.L. Pitts, un-
_able: to ohtain enough local abor ror. quarry work, oontraoted with
the. &achold Fmployment Agengy of "hiladelx‘hia to supply him ag
meny competent laborers as. possible.  Mr. Pitts offered to pey .-
Jeach'flahorer» one. dollavrwend fift;:;rcents per:dsy as 8 beginning
v'sge. plus his train fare f:rom Philadelrhia ‘co Arvonia. In
Febmary 1910, after muah delay an& oorresr,ondenoe, theﬁaohold.
Ageney finally managnd to s‘qip nine men, F1lka Oharock Samuel
127, Pitts Pa;.ers. Xew Qusrry Journal, r. 127.

126, 1bid., rhilip A. Dugen to A.L. Eitts, February 25, 1910.
(48)
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Galmar;?Cérai;ﬁvorkoféky,‘William Hettioly, Andy Hatcho, Anton
Senmidlt; John Cleip, FPeter Ginass snd Jan Ksssineu. All of these

men were: fnreignéra gnd four of the nine could not write their
129
_bames. . “In less thsn ome month after their. arrival in Arvonis

gix of the men hod left the sreas, and & short while theresfter the
130
other three left. - This wss the last attempt ever msde by any

of the quarry orerators to bring outside lsbor into the slate.

In June 1919« shortly after the last three foreign lahcrers

left the slate fielﬁa, the loesl slatemakers union called ‘s general
131
strike of all skilled workers. The A.L. Pitts Slate Compaﬁy-:

andsthéwWilliams Slate Company took the lead in oprosing sny kind
of settlement with the union, and meintsined that it was their duty
to deal directly with the men =nd not s rerresentstive of the

uniob. No settlement cunld be sxrrsnged until five months later:
A ls2
when the slstemokers union gave in to the quarry owners. -

+-The -Pitts Compeny suf@éred'heavily during this strike. Many
' 153
large orders from its best cnstamers had to be returned unfilled. .

129. Ibzd., Copy of ontract betmeen kaohold Agency and A.L. Pitta,
- .. February 9, 1910.
120, 1bid., A.L. Pitts to Bacholo Agenqy, Farch 15 1910.
131, Riehmana Hews lesder, "Slate ¥orkers Go on Strike” June 2, 1910.
1523 Fichmcnd Times=-Dispsteh, "Reach Agreement in Slgte Field"®, -

¢,  November 26, 1910.
1 3, Pitts Poperg, Ordexs for 1910.
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Yuch good W11l was lost between the compsny snd its emplojees;
there wée“héavy~ﬁehrecistidh og idle’e@uitment'end the commissary
,wéé*bbéksféd*at‘a?héavy“lbas;;éé'
Vw:ﬂfﬁhértly*éfterzihe strike wns settled A.L. Pitts snd John L.
Pitts bought the' Virginis Slste Oompsny properties st publie suce
+ion ‘Fo 7327"600  amd for & secand - time obtained s lesse to the
Edwerde ond Boberte quarry. There were bidders at the ssle frm
'Danville, gyhchbuzg. Scovteville end Richmond, but the bidaing was
”m030polized ‘by the Pitts brothers and R.S. Tuck of the Bichmond -
Slate fcbmpany;,l 3,5: The Virginis Slste Company owed A.L. git'ts‘ '
approximetely $4,000 when ‘n went into the: hands' of the receiver,
"80 in buying the Virginia Sla'te: Company's property the A.L. Pitts
company aonld ‘afford to bid more than other inte:es*ed parties.lze
This rurchase inclndea all equipment at the Fdweras and
 §btmrta qnarry;*the quarrying plsnt there was in excellent condi-
tion snd the Pitts Company loaﬁzgo tine in’ bringing the qusrry's
production beck to full ecale.“ ' Tu e O
‘“fhe'great pumber of quarries in the Arvonis ares in”l?lo,:and

‘3ﬁst?pfior*tc'lé10; gserved to push competition to & very dsngerous
'ﬁoift;*’dbﬁp&hiés‘failed;‘SOHQ were forced out of btusiness snd
iéé; Ibﬁ&., Journal. &1181 Ealsnce fbr 1910 F. 1l40.

,.135.W¥ichmond Eimes-Disratch "S0ld at *nblic Auotion , leeember

; T4, 19107 ~
:136.ﬁP*tts Papers, New Quarry Journsl, p. 106.
~137.»Ibi&., Joaurnsl, 1911, r. 142.
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at times. the relationships between o*hers beosme strained.‘ A, i.
Pitts managea to steer clear of disagreenents with cther qusrry
operators,but in 1910 he beoame i*volved 1n a quit concerning a
prcperty bcundary line wnth.&r.f .F.;Roberts, Jennie Se Jones. and
others.' In &arch 1909 Kr. Pitts, in a letter to F E. Roberts
stated his intention of giving the Buckingham Slate Company &
,leese on 8 strlp of land ed‘oining the Roberts Duteh Gap property.
and added thst the lease would he g*anted &ocording to a mtually
Vagr&eﬁ upon snrvey map.lse The lease was gz?en to the Buekinghsm
Slate Gomrany, an& aftei work was underwaj hr.“~oberts end the
other owners of the Dutoh Gap prOpexty nmintained thet the Buok=
1ngham Slate Company was orersting on their property. GRoberts,
Jcnes et als filed suit, and in Becamber 1910.a special term of
the Buckinghaw eonrt was called to try the esse.lég,Axhq,oage)yas
deeided in favor Gf mr. itt*. and a nev BuUrvey was orderea by
the ooart.; The sonth end of a quarry which Roberts was working
at that tixﬁ was discovered to be cn proger*,/ which the court -
awarded to mr.APitts. The Bnckingham Slate Company imrediately
obtaine& 8 lease on the Eitts half of the quarry; they. paid a.
royalty oi twent§~f*ve eents FeT sguare . 8ll rodfing slete pro-

140
duced frcm tnls quarry and continued to work there until 1914.

Eoa

128, Ibiﬁ., A.L. Pitts to rY.E. hoberts, Xarch 17, 1909,
29. Richmond Times-Dispatch, December &, 1910.
140. Pitts Tepers, iew Quarry Jourmal, p. 150.
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A In 1911 the ?1tta hlate Compeny wag again produeing-slate
from the Fﬁwards and Roberts querry. This quorry hed been Operatea
with excellent‘results*by the~Pitt3»Cdmpany fxom‘lass to 1906,
In 190'? when the ‘comype ny drew np '8 :t’lna}. balanee ahe et for its
first seven years of quarry o;eraticn the books showed s net pro-.
fit ofu*27 194.14.1%1 This fi gure excluded salary paid to A.L.
Pi*tts.' eommissary prnﬁts, end an autst anding debt of £4,000 st i1l
re ceivable from the Virginie S1ste Gomrany. ' ' S
"'?h&‘o.l}erati'm of the new qua rry ‘:from' 1207 to 1914"@3 n evér*
profitsble, snd it wes not until the Fdwards ond "'Ro"n‘erta/v le sse
was obtsined ﬁnat ‘the *‘c'omps‘n:; bookkeeper cmld agnin use black
15k |
A balance sheet, Arswn up on Jenusry 1, 1912, ligted & profit
of $9,618.08 for the year 1911. The mein opersting expenses as-
1is'téd for that year sre as followe: Cfarniture ‘snd fixtures, -
$222.50; lesse of quarry, $226.20; supriies, $2,174.14; pay roll,
2026,174.66; genersl expenses, $1,772.81; team expense, §1,898.66;
interest sand discount, §468.50; royalty, $2,344.70; freight and
express, 31,756.52; bad debts $160.75; advertising, $100.75; fuel,
%’»1 061 04. ’L’e‘tal o;ezating expenses for the yesr smounted to

38 354 25, and “the total velue of slate produced and sold was
142
$48 0’?3 8’7. f

'141. Ibid., Hew Quarry Journal, B. 1.
142, Ibi&.. Journsel, p. 142.
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An: lgl§4§ profit of y5.327034 wss realized on a payroll of, |
$16,822.98, .-

| ~g3315t6 salea,féil cff noticeably during 1912 snd by the end
of the yesr the ompeny could raalize a profit of only $509.31. :
The fayroll for 1913 totoled 15,348, 86.;44 o

In 1914 the psyroll dropped to. $1a 796. 23 and the books
showed ‘a loss of §159. 081%?;\ A g L

:The . payroll inoreased to $15,622.57 in 1915 snd pxofits
jumpe&;toA$4.05Q.25, A care fully 1temised inventory taken in 1915
#aluea thefcompaby's 8lste and supplies at $30,111. 62.;46

Profits in 1916 remsined alnnst the ssme but the. qnarry cay-
roll. .umped to $20,084. 65.14? |

By 1916 slate -sales hed incressed aonsiderablyﬁoyg;ithg?iglg
and 1914:81um33'55;t~Sﬁemeé €hat.thﬁ—ini%ial;war scare was wesring
off and . Wmsiness was 8013818h985'93,39381-;»Howeyex,,g;;erA;gly.
the wer situation beoame.much more‘seriogsﬁand,slatg_asles,grac-
ticallyuhalted;“.Konechﬁthec4;9¥ries.0perated;fﬁlliScaleyagaépva
until afte:;lszl,;taii; Pitts, assisted by his good friend Semstor
‘Thames 9. Martin, sttempted to °bt81315573:0°ntra¢t8.forislgte
145, Ibid., P. 164s o
144. Ibid., pe.212¢
146. 1bide, Fe- 258+ -

146. Ibid., p. 286,
147, Ibid., p. 2o4.



‘ﬁuring the~war;fbut“the;temporary ngture ~of most build ings belng:

constructed at.thot time excluded the possibility of lsrge con
: 148 |
.traots for slestes . >

-From Januaxy 1. 1917 to. Decemberx i 1921, the totsl payroll
;for the Pitts Compsny wes only ¢7 189 67. For the same reriod
the campany ous tained e loss of @7.67?.57.149 In 1921 the good
slate vein in the old quarry, or Rﬁwards end Roberts gueoryy , wss
exhausieﬁ; Thé quarry was also too deep to orerste prafitaﬁl;?e

~ In 1921 A.L. Pitts begep develoring arother quarn$ on the
FPontsine Field property. 4 small development crew worked there

from 1921 to 1924 and never produced mor ¢ than a few squares of

161
slate.
By Septembex‘lu. 19?4 ﬁthe soanp any 's totsl loss since 191%
162
hed climbed to $13,386.25. The company storpea all quarry orera=-

tion sfter 15824, #nd linmited its activity to small sesle new ﬁevelop~
. ments. 1In 1929 the Pitts Compsny halted sll setivity snd the

finel balsnce sheet set the totsl loss during the previous twelve
163
years at §13,278.09.

Although A'ﬁhur L. Pitts was slmost seventy years o0ld in

148, Ihiﬁ., Acting Ghief of Haval Buresu of Yerds and Docks to
Senstor Themas S. Martin, June 19,1917, (This letter is san
‘ original snd wes probnblv forwsrded to A.L. Pitts by Sens=-
S “ tor Martin.) ,
‘149, Ivid., Journsl, p. 406.

BRI lfﬂ. ibm‘, P. 4070

151, Ibid., DP. 420-431.
152, Ibid., L. 432.
153, Ibid., p. 444.
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1929, he steadfastly mainteined tha% with proper finsmelsl support
‘he could‘ still develop a profitsble qusrry on his Fontsine Fiel&
property. The depression yesrs undcuvtedly prevented him from
securing the necessary fin'sneielvaid tec esxry out further quarry

development .
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CHAFTER V
THE BOOHM }}EGADE 1900 IO 1910

Ihe yeaxs 1900 1:0 1910 wi tnessea intenf;i:fz.ed intercst and
ac‘l‘ivzty in the Buckmgham slate indust ry A noticeable inc:rease h
in the quslitJ of’ rail transmrtntion, the avnilability of snrplus |
[:}) pdta 1‘ and the ettension of markets i’or slste to the South Were
oantributing i’actors 113 tae sudden musiro oming devﬂnrmeﬂt which
took plaee in this so-called "Bmm Decade"

" he sto ckholde:rs of the Chesapeake snd Onio Pailway Compeny,ot
their Octooer 19, 1897 meet‘ng, authorized the conveyanoe by the
Buekinghsm Railroa& Compan,] of its rosd and frenchies tc the Gheae-
}eake and Ohio Gompany. The excnange of deeds snd securitles was

&uly exeeuted ané retifi ed by the Roard of Directors Hovember 10,

- 154
189‘7. The me rger of the Buckingham Reilrosed wa.th the large and

growing Ghesapeake snd Ohic road assured the Pue kingham slate gquarry
oreraturs of first raste roil trsusrortation to sny roint to the
United Stafes. The uncertsin fimsncisl s tanding of the Buckinghem
Railros& was no lenger a pmblem, end efficie nt tmnsportption %aB
now gua ranteed. ( |

" The incresse of spending in the South during the period of

gjtzé;‘at monoyolies, and the liberal Republicen sdministrstion of Theodore

,154. Decatur Axtell, ’.Byped notes on the Buekingham Branck Railrosd.
Nale
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200gevelt also served to oreste interest in the Buckingnsm slaté .
indus try.Os p‘i"tali“}foi"” Jifnxv{ééinien‘t‘; so metic eably 'ébsén‘f during tng‘ .
35‘:51’37"3.590‘3, was again mking its sppearan ce, o1d numerous opera-
t:ors. Tacked by moneg from Virglnia. Indiana, New Yom and Tar;land
unﬂe:rtook slate mannfaeturing on a large scnle. B I
""" phe recent and suﬁ.ﬁen success of the A..,;. Pit‘ts Glate Compan,,
was anotaer reason ﬁ)r this- widespresd interest in the slute fields.
a:. Pitts had personslly trsvelea through the South a numbcr of tim«ns
to bulld up slete egencies snd specify 31 ate :f'or the finest buildjngs
be.’mg etected ‘9%@1&%1@1 ‘fhe growing sabhern o et was‘ é,mtg%g |
importaiat ressan for the development of the slnte indus try after IQOQ
At ‘She ‘beginnj,ng of the tv.entieth contnry only two slaie com-
paniee were oxerating in the Arvonia slate fielda, the A.L. }?itts
Compeany end ‘the Williams brothers comx:any. By "1‘907’@1}3& ’sla' te
comranies v«a:re ei thez: manu facturing slete or developing new quar:ri €8

in the area.

1

The piret pew comrany te begin wosrk in the area after 1900 was
%ﬁéiguckiﬁgmm Slate Ccsmpany Incorporated of Ricnmcnd Virginia.
The' ccmpany was c‘nartered r;ovember 22 }.904 end vas authcrized to
issue capital gtock not to exceed $25,000, Compeny Gi’ficials were

appcin‘tea as follows." an:es e Gcraon, pmsident Frenk M e Brown,

165, Eitts Pepers, Letters for 1901 and 1902.
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treaenrer, Howard Gordon, 8ecretary snd W.H. Wooton, general

mansger. All of the of:ficers excer‘c ¥.d. Wooton vere from .

166
Riehmcn{i.

The Buckinghem Slate Oomremy 1naor;:;:rated e new company, vas
1n no way conneeted with the Buckingham Slate Comp?ny chartered 11:
1867.‘ This ecmrany originally operated an old cmarry first developed ‘
by ZD.W M:rgsn and others. In 1910 the eom}_sany obtaine& a lcase
i’rom A.L. Pitts on the south half of the Dufob Gap quarry formerly
owned b}] F.E.:Roberts Jennie 3.~Jones and others. The Puc kinghem
Slate COmganjms never able to obtain good slata 1rmd or 3.eases |
sncl eeaseﬁ onerationa .’m 1914 _ ‘iowever the eompany existed until

19?9 whm ‘the State CQrporati on commission revoked its charte:r for
: ~187 :

default oi’ charter privilege payménts. ‘

; On Deeember 8 1904 the LeSneur Slate Company, Ope:ated by
Wiliiam A. LeSueur and ﬁnanoed by Albert I»Eolﬁahon of Eewrort Hewé,
Virgmia oﬁtained a charter from the State corporation eommission. f
This qua rry waa operated on 1and fm the cen‘cer of the active slate
ﬁe ld 1msed :from John ?:‘esley Abrahams, .}nliet Abrahams- ond Tiomec:
Abraham, all of Baltimore, E.sryland The lesse wss to hold fer
f‘if‘teen yeazs Wi‘th a royalty of fifteen cente per squere for sll
roof: ng slate croduced during the first seven =nd one-hslf yen rs;

156’ Unelasmfied Ghartﬂrs State Gorpcrﬂtion Comcission,Annusl Eerort
Xovember 22, 1904, Hereaftecr cited as Uno.wssified Charters,

157. See Foot note 140.
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and a royalty of twenty cents cer squsre the seoond geven aﬁd one-f‘
half years.lﬁs

‘! Two ds&s after the LeSueur Slate "ompany obtained ite ohﬂrter
the Penlan Slate Gcmpany Incoxp zatea omned and operefed by ? R.‘
Root snd P C. Root of Virginla. H.P ant ana J R. ‘Root of ﬁrkanSas,
and Albert Boot of Indiana. was cnartoze& with prcvis*on for a -
maximum capltal stec&.of 9100 000. Land holﬁings wer e not ta ex~f}r
ceeﬂ 5 000 acres.%sé o A B A
o William B. Boot and Ralph C. Root took parsonal interest in
the development af the extxerm soatuern en& of \,he Buckingham ve,':.n
near ‘the Welsh named villagv of Denlan anﬁ epened an extensiVe h
quarry there.x Slate wes first renwved from the | o:en yit and Iater :
removed from tnnnels eatenuing on either side of the nain quarry |
opening./ zhe company,'while primarily 1nterestad in‘the mnuface
tuxe of roofing slste, also eonstructed a 1arge mill to msnufbctureAx
atructural slaxe.loo T&e Penlsn Gompany fcund itself unable to’
operste on the oriéibal ma:xinmm capital gtock of @'100 000 snd in

-161-
1906 1noreased the maximum te é250 000.

lﬁa.ncountx»aeccx&s, Deed Book 12, p. 231.

169. Ibid., Chsrter Book, p. 73.
160. Richmond ”inps-Dlsnafch "Slste Indust:y Being Developed",

ien, o Hey 26, 1910, n
161. 00untj Eecord . Ghnvter Book.rp ?4.

s
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i I‘zz Jemus . 1905 the Arvonia Slgte -Company Incorpom’te& -cwned

;bylﬁ B. Hén&y.,ﬁ.p. %infree and athere of, Eynchburg, Virgine , b~
,E§§,9@31I§ operations ebout five hundred yarde northesst of the
,LeSneﬁr SIate Gamrany quarry. ihe Arvonis Com§any wes. operasted on
a snall soale with & meximum eapitel stock of $10, Oeo.lézk

L . The Ric‘mcm& Slate Cerrrnan,y Incm:;;cmt e& Wss the next ¢ company
Fto enter the Buekingham Eield. *ohn Te Pieroe and Fdwara F. Poberts
Thecgme interested *n developing a quar:§ nesr the rresent usy site
%of Ore Bank bnt Iacking the neces%ary oapitnl to carry on the
toperations thev deaided to personally go to Hew York or sane | .
 northern city to Bolie*t f*nsncial aid. However, theJ met hr. R 3.
Tuck ‘8 Richmcnd insursnce broker, quité by accident while waiting

to'bosrd & train for the Horth. Mr. Tuck beosme interested in their
proposition snd’ oslled in ) féw of his frienda to dieeuas the métt§$?
They decided to back Boberts snd Fierce ond pn‘Septamber 14. 1905 the
}ﬁiéhmona“slste”éompéhy wss chortered with ® msximum ospitsl stook

of 525;000.;6?» The -eoms ny, hesded by C.R. Guy,president, F. P. -
Loth, vice-president, and R.S;iTuck;‘seéretaryland”tiegsuréi;'was
‘@:-puccess from tha‘beginning.VVThey‘ad%extised thelr slgte as the
"ueen Anne" vrond snd claseified it ss'the best roofirg slate on

162. Unelassified charters. dune 16 1905,
163, Informet ion supplied by rlummer F. Jones, Hew Csnton, Virginia. .

164 Unclassifieé thrters, Sertember 14, 1905.
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166
ea‘rjl:h.’l 7t In 1924 the  Richmond Slste Compony £0ld: its holdinge to. .

the I,eSUeur-«‘Sl‘a"be;lConpany;»'the LeSuenr Company menufsctures first
classislste from this same quarry in 1948. (R |

5. Ty April 1906, the Virginis Slate Compsny Turchosed a-lease. .
to thefEdaafGS"end”Roberts quarry from the' A.L. Pitts Slete Com= -
péSy"aha“ﬁégeﬁ cperatia under o ohs rter limiting meaximum cspital
sfeEE?fe"‘iaO‘édo;{iThe boﬁpéﬁ% was hecded by W.P. Vensble, presi-

'de'nt Walter Seott, secretary and tressurer, ana Thomas H¢ ‘Gerden, -

165 .
vioe-—president. Thomas H Garden of Proepeot Virginia mneged

'the comrany s ai’feirs.h and was very active 11' carryinp out ec'rany

oo
R

improvem.:nts 1;. the Arvonia ar ea. ':”'i‘he Vi rginia Slate Company did

: too much improving, hovvever, and by 1909 its hold ings were 1n the

hande of a receiver, Samuel ‘i‘. martm of Scottsville. Sazmel artin,

= Thomas- - : i
b:other to Senator/s. lua::“cin, msnaged the company 's ai‘fairs very
. SO CY1E7 e

wisely unt:.l its noldlnge were so‘d ia 1910. ,

A ,salesﬁepm;any,,the ‘svilhams Slate Roofing Comnany Incorromted

of» -Riehmon a, with ,Evan ,rf. V’illiams a8 president end Vv H. "Iood.

secretary, Was . chartered. in February 1907. o

Quarries tperated by the eight sctive oarpanies in 1907 voried
165 Letterhead Rienmond ‘%181,0 Comrany Ineorpo:ated 1908.

66, U elassifie& Chsrters, April 24, 1906,
%67. R?cnmond Times-])ispeteh "Sold at Fublic Auction“ December 4, 19D

168, Unclassified oharfers, 1907.
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greatly .’m si zé snd depth but the largar qnarries measured from two
to four hundred feet 11: bmadth and from fifty to three hundred feet
in depth. Slata pmduction for the years 1800 to 1910 was increase&
more than 50 Eer cent over production for the yesars 1890 to 1560.169
With such 8 e'adden increase in the alate 1ndustry. Arvonia i’onnd
its facilities entirely inadequate to handle the abnomal 1nflux of
people a:nd ,'mtereets. A Broup. of 1ead1ng citizens headed ‘:w Plummer
F. Jones, Axthur « I.. Pitts and R 8. Warren obtsired a oha:tter i’ox the
Arvonia Imprwement C‘onpany 1n Deoember 1906.%?, Ixﬁﬁ)ediately a
hotel and several other buildinga were ereotecl; and civie layout
rlans were drewn for the exranding town. .. P N
The hotel, constructed by the. Arvonié Improvement Company. wae
: an”eighteen room frame ‘building comrlete with an acetylene gas
lighting system and runnfmg wata. ?he hotel and ‘s large etable
were rented to a manager for $50.00 per., month.” The hotel was to
aoeommcaate regular boarders as well as. the zreveling pnbiic.;?:,l o
P The Arvonia Ixnprevement COmpany wes not the only ccmpany top
A add improvementa to Arvonia auring this permc T}he_vsy.rg;pig )
Slate' Gompa ny er eqted & .v.la.rg‘?a?"m story combin "”-"”3"”8 mﬁ
169, "Joserh K. Roberts, Ops Clte, p. 44le’ oot

170. Unclassifi ed Chzsrters, December 7, 1906.
171. Pitts CFPapers, A.l. Pitts to Krs. F.G. Hsmilton, August 20,

1910.
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‘office building beside the hotel and fnrnished 11: throughout 1n 8
w"‘s'hr:‘u:st:.‘v.y moﬁ.ern fashion.’ The aomr any also ereeted pumerous small
: dwellings “for their quarry hands on a tract about one mile eaet of
‘the oenter of ,@xxvro:n:i,a.lw3 R e
S Ai‘thar L. Pitts sdded *o the growing tows in this boom ers by
build ing 8 1arge cozm:issary, warehouee two stables, and several B
'Brm 11 dwelling houses for his wo rkmen. Mr. Pitts also opened
Arvonia's first ”drug’store in 190'7. Iﬁr. R. 0. Richardaon operated
‘*'the store and served as pharmaoist for over thirty :ﬂaarvs.l’”Es |

‘In this period of inoreaeed 1nvestment end expansion the ocmm-
unity felt 8 definite ‘need’ for banking faoiliti es. In 1906 8 char=~
ter was obtained :fo.r the State Benk of Arvonia.“ The ‘ohs rtex named
W.P. Venable, preaident ‘of ‘the 'bank and ReS. Warren osshier. The
isa)ue of cepital stook was not to exceed 325, 00-0‘1‘?4, o o
: In 190’? E. E. Orooke. an excertionally sble and personable men,
'came “to the Arvonia slate fiel&s to Berve as 8 promoti onsl agent.
;Crooke had traveled widely and, aceording to his own admisaion.
« anuld sell worthless zeal eetate with eaae.«“ crooke'e clients were
'asually wealthy. Eorthe:rners who Eknew praotically nothing about the
wlue csf Southern real estate.; Crcoke bought a small seotion of lgnd
1n the 8late area in 1908 i"sr 1ess than ‘bso thouaand dollars and in
172. Richmon{i Times-])ispatch, "sold at Publie Auction",December 4,1910.
17%. Pitts Pspers, Store Journsl, 1907 to 1941,
174. Unclaessified Cherters, April 12, 1906.

(63)




the same year sold it to tbe Ferncllff Slate Oompany of Rm hester,
1756
New York for 8 sum reported to be urwaz:d of $20.000. o

I B

- Thé Ferncliff Slate company. chartered under the laws of Maine

and represented in Virginia by A. L. I’itts, Jr.. began dGVeloping the

_ Ferncliff slste properties in 1969.175 The £irst slete produced

from the quarry was of excellent quality but 1t wag soon di scove red |

_ that the vein was extremely shallow end worthless.

 Another small company bought lend from Crooke and in 1909

, o"pened the Arvam SlateQuarry on land adjoining the Penlanv Slate

Compsny property near Péﬁlzm. ‘The Arvon Slé 'te Compsny operated on

an extremely poor slate veﬁin"iibr slmost four yesrs. In 1913 the

, commny let 1ts workers go elsewhere snd ceased all operetions.
Increased investrment in the slate srea during the years 1900

to 1910 skyrocketed resl estate velues, and made it impossible for

locsl private firms to and ertske manufscturing slate even on a smell

sesle. The price of lsnd in the slaste ares incressed four fold in
178
less than five yesrs.

| In 1910 possibilities in the Buckinghem slate field seemed

175. Informetion supplied by Plummer F.Jones New Caenton, Virginis.

176. Foreign company charters, State Corporation Commission, Annual
Report, August 23, 1909.

177, Pitts Fapers, E.E. Grooke to A.L. Pitts,December 12. 1910.

178. Richmond Times=-Dispatch, "Ineresse in Value of Real Estste”,

March 10, 1900.
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unlimited; good slate veiné“héd been located by most of the qusrry
oprerators; sél‘-é's'?w"ei“'eiﬁp'} ‘1abor was | ohea»pl‘i;ﬁ ond crofits were high.
However, .on June.l1,.1910, 8 general strike of skllled workers para-

lyzed the entire Buckinghsm 81 ste field from Ferneliff to Penlen.



CHAPTER VI =
" IABOR COrnmronsmn‘mnf sraixr- oF 1910'7-

On June l. 1910 following the failure of the looal American
Federation of Lebor Sletemekere Union end the quarry owners to reach
8 wage agreement a general etrike was celled end every skilled |
workman ‘*n the Buckingham slate fields walked off tne job. ‘ The mem=-
bere of the 1ocel union steted in an open letter to all the slste .'
onerators thet they would not return to work until an agreement was
eigned by both the union and ‘the operatore. Operators stubbornly
refused to recognize the tmion. end even the more eonservative eiti-

zene in the erea predieted that the etrike Would 1ast i’or meny o
179 - | ,
months .

pr o The strike situetion did not develop suddenly. DOr WaS it al-
together 8 surprise to the people of the ares. The quest ion of
dii’ferenee between the slatemekers nnion and the Operetors hsd been
a,live one for six weeke or. more prior to the ,etrike date. Numer-
ous meetings were held on both sides and several ti mes eonmitteee

i’rom eaeh body met to discuss differenees, but nothing definite N

+180
could be agreed upon. . At the time of the strike the union slste

makers wexe working under 8 three yesr egreement with the operators.
178. Richmmd o i’.eader. ws1ste Workers Go On Strike",June 2,1910.

180. Riehmond Times-Dispateh, "Strike Deelared by Slste Kakers",
T June 5 1910.. ~
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This first ag:reement was renaily and willingly signed by both
the union representatives and operators in June 1907.181 ; o
common laborers. mostly negroes, did not belong to the union.‘
and eontinued to mrk daily despite the atrike.{ There was alwaye
‘suffmient wo:k such as moving tor, exeavating end freeing the
‘k'vquerries of water. to keep the labor foroes husy.‘ Laborez:s could.
knot remove ar prezﬁare slate in anticipation of the strike 8 en&
,because in a few hours blocks taken dir ectly from the quarry pit
would lose t;heir natura}. moisture o:r quarry water and were there-
‘ after 1mpossible to sx&iit .lég ‘ |
B.un:lreds of skilled workmen wexe ,'}.eft mle by the stxike, end
Arvonia was appar ently ] dead town. Arvcnia 8 entire husinese Iife.
dependec’i on the slate 1ndustry.‘, }ﬁany of the skilled workmen some N
o:f them %’elsh, left arvonia within 8 few iays t o seek employme nt 1n
the quarries of zuaryland Pennsylvania, Hew York Ve:mont and Maine.
The atrike and the late:r exodus of skilled worke:rs tended ta demora-
lize all businese 1:1 the area.t Railroad tmfﬁo fell off notioe-—
ably, ;merohants stood idle hehind their oount era and the hotel'

tmveling trade disappeared almost entiiely. The slate ﬁelds ﬁe-
83

finitely i’elt the effects of the strike.

181. Ibid., "Resch-Agreement in Slate Fields" November 26, 1910.
182, The Richmond Virginian, "Slate Guarries 8ti11 Operated" June

3, 1910,
183. The Richmond Times=-Dis atch, "Slate Quarri& Are Still Idle™,

S, Augus‘t; 11, 1910,
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© 77 Inbor comditions at the quarrics were mot good at the time
of the strike. -The ‘poor wages and working conditions 'of this period
Gould in part be attributed to unususlly stiff competition between
compenies, but the fact rems ined, poor wOikihg'oonditions;did
onﬁw:*”“V*”':°: L

Workers in the Buokinghsm slsté ‘flelds in 1910 were of three
genersl types; locsl skilled workers who hsd lesrned how to msnu=
fecture: slate from Welsh 1mmigrants, skilled Welsh - 1mm1grants ‘and
local Isborers. Loosl laborers were mdstly Hegroes and thqy usuglly
comprised nesrly 40 per cent of a quarry's ‘working force. B

‘These 'skilled men sought only a woge 1norease when they ‘re fused
to work in ‘1910, “but they'were ‘ap sgeinst orerstors who were entirely
independent apnd who knew thst almost all of their quexry hasnis were
bound to them economically. “Quarry hands usually lived in compeny
" hous es, ‘bought 'all their food, clothing end other needs “Prom vthe‘
Gompany o Qumissaryy gaid their doctor bills thfongh'compaﬁy'cooﬁera-
ftﬁéo;'énd.weré"oeﬁerkabié”tofSQQefeoooéh'mOnéy“tO‘tiéé’thém‘over“
iayoffs.  Meny workers remsined in debt to the company for which °
they worked throughout the entire year.185‘%”f" L R

w7 i'Whilé some companies monaged at times: to~ realize a net profit

ofhzﬁopez_cent or more over expend;tu;es,;éa_exclusive‘of oommisoary

as e

1858, Ibid.
186, Fitts Papers, Jourmal, Trisl Balsnce 1911, p. 102.
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“profits there is no ‘reason to believe that the slate workers were
as notably exploited as 8 ome of the other w0 rke rs throughont the
l‘omntry. " Work ers were sllowed to accumulate debts with the com=
penies without the peyment of interest, snd meny of them"'w'e'r'e'
'allmea to drsw full ey in spite of heavy obligations.le?
R ¢ compa Tis on wi'ch ‘our forty hour week or one hundred snd Bix=
4t&'hour month”of'today, the work week and work months of 1910 were
ionéiindeéd;T"waever;fail'qoarriea were exposed:to*tﬁe”weather

and could mot be operated;dariaé'snow; rain or extremes in tempe ra-
‘ture; consequently, some‘%inter‘amnth'ave:agea’ranfas'loafaéthiaety
hours. ‘Summer’ averages exoeeded three hundred hours at times. The
Vaverage monthly working tina throzghout the year was' one’ ‘hundred
end eighty houra.ma' " o R
e Wages offereﬂ quarry workere were usually the aame or very
aearly the aame at all qnarriee. Faeh quarry employed foremen on

a8 salsry besis. In 1910 the A.I. Pitts Slate Comp eny employed two -
salaried men, end from 1910eto‘1925'both men dréew monthly salaries
of $83.33 and.‘50"00’regpecfiﬁely}‘w1th”no incresses. ' Other qusrry
'workers were paid 8 maximum of twenty-five cents perhour and af'"’

minimum of fbur‘eents per hour. ‘Phe average was approximately

o i ,'“

187. Pitts Papers, Store Records, 1910. Used &8 typical example.
188. Ibid.. Time Book, 1907 1924, Used 88 typical examrle.
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189
eighteen cents rer hour.‘ e

iy The worker had no way of ascertaining before hand Jnat hov‘r: ”
maﬁy hou:rs he mi.ght work each week or month. Fither anoidents,
sickness or bad weather could eut his working time indeﬁnite o
amounts. He could however, ﬁgure his annual eamings thmugh o
averages; ) With an average wé rking time of one hundred and eightj B
hcmrs pm: manth end an average wege of eighteen cents per hour he
cou.ld figure his ;yearly earnings to be aprroxima telyép%a 80. ‘

N Despite 1cw wages, quarry mrk was not easy. Een haﬁ. to fbe
strong physically to handla heavy stonea and Operate crude maemnes”_}
for ten or twelve hours each. day.‘ - | - o
In early 1910 twé ymmg colored men were 1nstantly killeﬁ :

: wiithin the spece of one week in the Buekingham alate quarries. Ctne
waa killed when a loose stme i’ell and struok him on the skull, and
the cthfar whe*: 8 cable brokﬂ snd threw him head fi rst into the -
qua n'y pit.lgo These two accidents. occurring olose togethe:r wonld
, 1ndicate apﬁérently tmt nume:;'ous acoié.ents occurreﬁ at the slate
quarries but such waa ﬁr ﬁ:om tm ease. The dange:rcms charaeter
oi’ the wo:.-k forced Operat ors and men alike to exerciee such extreme
caution that 8 phyeician 1n the ar es ststed that fewer aceidenta :

oceu:rred rer 08};1‘&8 in the Buokingham slgtc :field than upon the

1‘8'9';4 ; am. R PR e TR PR ~ .
190. Richmond Times-fﬁi_s_ggtch,!’Skull Crughed Iike Shell',Januvery 28,1910,
Richmond Times=-Dispatch,"His Skull Crushed", Janusry 29,1910,
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181 - s
numerous farnﬁ of the aurronnding oountry. In smte of reooras

of very 'few scoidents and the exercising o:f extreme precantion no
s ome wonld é.eny thet qnarxy work waa, and still 18, extremely danger-
L OuUS el T o ' ( o '
?’o rkmn in the slate field not only faced the eeonomic problems
. of wages and the physical problem of accidents, but, slso, th
social §roblem of seour ing adequate recrestion inthe oommunitw‘
During the week thexe wae no t:ime ibr pleasure ana only on Saturda'y
ai’temoon and Sunday did the average worker have eny spare time. Ho
facilities fo:r health:t’ul e:s:em.tse or any kind o:f oultural entertain-
ment existed. Qhe main events oi’ interest. of necessiw. were
limited to the Saturday afterncon bsseball games and the Ssturdsy
nigh‘b knife and i’ist ﬁgh:ts 1n front of the -ne 1ghbo:hood 3810030;92
The 1attex fom of recreation reaohe& suah eerime proportions . that,
1n 1908 the Seneml Asaemhly of Virginia was forced to rsss an set
11miting the sale of whiskey, cider and other aleoholic beverages
in or around Arvonia.lga . o
Tlm atrike drsggéd on, and in August 1910 the geneml opinion
was ‘that the st rike wculd. 1ast until the following swing or 8umme T.

‘At this time ‘busj ness w:as still at 8 1or ebb railroad activity was

?:‘r o

191. Ibid.
192, Jsmes River Clariom,. July 21, 1912. - :
193’. Acts of the Genersl Aasembll of ‘Iirgnia, 1908, 1;. 718.

(71)



194
slack and little or no work was being done around the quarries.:

;j'.By :fell there Was videspread interest in the idle eonditionf B
of the slate quarries. In October Senator Thomae S, Iuartin tried
to intervene and bring abou‘c ‘a settlement between quan’y management

andvlebor.; The following 18 8’ portion quoted fr0m his letter to

A L. Pitts.

Dear Arthur: 1 ‘nave been hearing through friends of mine a good
deal sbout differences detween the workmen and the oWnIIS- .of the.
querrles in the slste-msking business in Buckingham. 1 heve not hsad
any: of the perticulars ‘end .40~ not -lmow what the real. trouble is **xx*,
My political life brings me into s ane association with workingmen of
the country who hsve geneéra slly been my warm gupporters. 1 have felt
that I waald 1like to hear exactly what the trouble is, snd would be
very glad to give ery service in my power in bringing about ‘better
con,giit,i\one. 195

AST. 'Pitts, in his ‘rerly to Senator Martin, stated thet: the

oiﬁéret ors “wonld ‘denl with the workers ipndividusally but hai no imt en=~
P . 196
tion of reeognizing the ‘gnion.

Senator mertin was not the £irst importan't‘ official to became: -.

PR

inrte'reeted 1n the 1e bor eituation in the Buckingham‘ 'slt'ate‘ﬁe'ld;‘.'

Gove mor William Hodges Mann, in 8 1etter to A L. Pitts and other o

quarry operators two weeks before the strike wae called oeme more

di rectly to the point when he wrote:

194. Richmond Times-Dispatch, "Slate Quarries Are S¢ill Idle™,

~ August 11, i1, 1910. .
195. Pitts TFarpers, Thanaes S.Ezrtin to A.L.Pitts, Ootober 21, 1910.

196. Tvid., AeLe Pitts to Thomas 3. Martin, Eovember 16, 1910.
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It is importsnt not only that leboring men be fsirly trested, but
thst they shsll think so, in order for the best results to be ob=-
toained, snd, therefore, it is in the interest of the employers to a-
dopt that method of settling wWth thelr employees which the employ-
ees desire. axx« To the end thet there msy be thst good feeling and
mutual confidence which will bring employers snd employees together
as factors inthe development and rrogress of our menufscturing and
transportation interests. I respectiully and esrnestly esk thet you
%ill give this netter osreful emsideration, snd trust you may be
able to see your way clesr tn oomply with the request I have ven-
tured to meke in this lettex., 197.

V' On Hovember 21 1910 the sl atemakers strike ﬁnally came. to en
end, and all agreements between the nz:ion and the Operators were

signed. The men agreed to return to x{‘og}’ on rmotically the tems
B 9
that existed prior to the Jm;;e s‘trike.

Aa soon as the atrike vas settled ‘bus iness 1:318%1 lines in-
ere ased and there was agein an Optimistic outlook. .

cred.it fm' the settlement of ‘the strike was given mostly to kr.
E E. Grooke who had been mterested 1n the dévelopment of large
seale s}.ate mannfnetur ing i’rom the Buckingham deposit.”, Credit was

also give:n Mr. F‘ c. Davistm of Richmom fo:r his ‘part 1n scttling the
' 200
strike as K: mpresmtative of tha Ameriaan Federation of Labor.. -

197, 1Ibid,," Governor Willism Hodges Menn to A. L. Pitts. kﬁay 16, 1910.
198, Bichmcnd Times-Disps teh, "Reaeh Agreement in Slate Fie 1:18"
Rt chember 26, 1910.

199. g id.

200. Ipid. = 7

————
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 CHAPTFR vn
o REOOVFPY comﬁoummog AED DEBHFS‘SIOB 1910 T0 1948

.The strike was settled in hovember 1910, but interest end .
actiyity;1n;thew3uckipgham field neVerVggaipiapprogohegvths boom
stage of the previcus.decadé. Fromotionalvactivityxf;om‘;910;t9~_r
1948 was ‘static compared with the years 1900 to 1910. The gsudden
shutdown, at & éritioal moment when competition wes high end. Vix- ,
ginis slate wos in_@emapd,ﬁservgd as a blight that the_inqustryig
hes. never outgrovn... G o e o

- During. the strike, surplus gtocks of slate of commercial
sizes were. quiekly exhausted snd the quarry. operstors,. unsgble to fuk
111 contraetual obligations or snpply locel demends, were forced
to sllow gome of thelr beep;gggtomerg.ﬁo_turn to the Pennsylvenia
end Maryl md quarries for slate and é;tbe_r. ?5°ﬁilné-,‘8upplies-z?l: oo
Mostgofjthg,chkingham.ope:ators abgqueﬁ_themselyes from contrac-.
~ tural liability end possible heavy finsnoiel losses Iy inserting .
‘within each,pontraot;clguses_gf:nonresponsibility in case of strikes,
.aceid ents or circumetances beyond their. control.zq?” The immediate
monetary loss was snnll Wt the loss of good will snd it s conse=
gquent effEQt on future orders wes 8 much larger 1tem.

”he slate industry recovered very slowly. By 1913 produetion
201. Pitts Papers, Columbus Slafe Company to 4.L. Pitts, Augus t

3, 1910.
202 . Ibié.. A.L. Pitts to Columbus Slste Compeny, August 5, 1910.
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203
‘produotion of roofing slate wes beck to normal, “but outside in=~

‘tereat and investment never regained 1ta former level. o ‘
‘ i It has been pointed out thet prior to 1910 most of the qusrry
| }Operatora tended {o remain entirely independent of other oPera‘core
in the area.' However. the atrike end the ee:dous 1a’oor end market”
conditi ons whicn msnlted, neceaedtated collective aotion. In 1911
operators of the Richmond Slate compan_/, the Arthur I.. Pitte %late
Gompany, the LeSneur Slate Company. the Williems Slate Gompany. the
Bnckingham Slate Company snd the Penlan %late Gomxn ny began holding
organized periodio meetings to diaouee ourrent ouerrying problems

Ceng
and praotioes. - Standard regnlatlons eoncerning quotations.

,i’reight omrgea and weges were axong some of the more inportent
b

motions adopted. .

' In February 1913 The Riehmond Times-Dinatch carried 8 full

pege advecrtisement accompanied by 8 lengthy artiole on the Buo king-
ham slate quarriea. At thle tlme approximately e.’xx hnndred and fif-
ty men were employed by the le oompaniee ment ioned. !uen emrloyed
by tha Arvonia Slate Company and the Arvon Slate Comrany whioh were
not mentioned in the a:tiele Would lnve made the number employed
203. Thanss Jelson Dale, Slste in the United States, L. 199. -

204, Pitts Papers, Thomss Kk, %illioms to W.E. Tuck and R.C. Root,

o T June 16, 1911.
295.- Ibld.', Augnst 28, 1912.
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npward of seven hundred. The article aleo stated thet the

latest steam noisting~and drilline eqnipment vas being employed by
\all the quainies.zov o ‘ v . :
o The Penlan Sla te Company was one of the compann:s subscribing
to the Times-DisEston advert:sement but it was evident to all cone
cerned that the ocmpa ny WBS los*ng hemlly and would soon knve to
cease Operating.?oe The extreme difficulty eneountered 1n ndnlng
slate through tunnels and the presence of exceSine folds and faults
in the slate veln rendered the removal of marketable slate too cost-
ly. Bg the summer of 1913 the comrany s assets were being 1iou1dated
andimuch of the useable operating equipment was sold to other ekate
cc'xnrénies.gog I N | - |
”- By the end of 1919 only four companies, the Williams Slate Gom-
pany, the Hidnmnﬂ Slate Company, the LeSueur Sldate Lonpany. snd
the A.L. Pitts Slate Company. were actively engaged in manufactlzr ing
foofing alate. The other slste comranies, the Penlan Gompany, the
Ferncliff Company. the Arvon Company, the Buckingham Compeny and the
Arvonia Company were either ixle or cnt of existence.

'f"The coming of World War I and the sudden 10 per cent drop of

206. Richmond Times-Dispatch, “Slate Industry in 01d Buckingham",
o, Februay 2, 191.,. | |
207. Ibdd. . o S, T

208. Pittis I‘agers, W R Rott to A. L. Pltts, Janunry 28, 1°13.
209.7 Ihido. Journal 1913, pc 4120 - :

(76)



slate sales i:o 1913 probably oaused some of the sbove companies to .
o 210
postpone or cancel all Operations.

. “ Prodhotion flgures for sl ate manufaotured snd sold by oompanies |
in Bucklngham Gounty or in the United Ststes &8 n whole, 1ndioate
that prior to 1912 the slnte industry wos very stahle. Slight 1n- .
creases or drops in produotion Te reen tages oould usnally be inter-

preted to mdlcnte signiﬁoant trends in construetion 01- 1n labor
conditi ons.

Iaxoept for the slight slump 1n 1913 Buokingham slate sales at
the beginning of World War 1 inereased. In 1914 and 1915 sales were
up over the 1912 figure 4 5 per oent and 7 9 per oent respectively.
In 1916 there was a sharp dmp of 15 per oent over 1912 sales,‘ and
‘oy 1918 thlS drop ned grown to 42.6 per'coot.?lz 'By 1919 producti ool
and sales clmbed back 1:0 normal, ‘out the extra exp mse involved in
getting back to full product ion after 2 sleck penod oaused the five
oowranies Operag%‘gg in Buckingham et that time to sustain 8 total

loss o;f.’ @5 304. ) »
E.E. Crooke, a vwster pzomotional ogenf oobtinued to at*iaot

interest to tbe Buckingham sl ate fleld even after the iirst two com~
TR

panies which he iv'du ged to enter the slate bualness had failed. ”'In

210, Joseph K. Roberts, Op. Cit., P. 441.
211, Thomas Helson Dele, Slste in the United States, rp. 194-200.

212. Joseph K, Roberts, Up. (‘it., L. 441.
21Z, Frsnk J. XKatz, Fourteenth Th Cexsus of the United Stetes for MNines
and Quarries 1919, (Washington, D.C., 1920.)
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191u, mainly thrcngh the efforts of C:ooke, the Hational Slate
COmpany of Elzglnia was caartered to operate in the Buckingham
Blate ;area W1tu a msximum pGSblbIe atook vglua of *900 OOO. The
oomganyus 1and holdings wer e not to exceed 100 000 sores. All man;
bers of the oompeny, George W. ?1rknatrick, president Clarenoe ﬁ.
Plstt vice-presidenf, Joseph Fritch Jr.. seeretary end B. A.
Richards. treasurer, were r@siﬁents of Eocnester, ﬂax York. Tﬁé :
Esticnal late Company never grew beyon& the cha:ter stage, éna for
unknown reasons never manufactured slate in the Buckin>ham éiéé.214
R Grooke sttraeted 10081 as‘rell 8g foreign interest, pnd in 1915¢

tne Budkingham Slate Products Gorporation, ecmposed of 8 bosra of

'&ireotors ecnsisting-of John B. Bcatwright president Ednmna W. En-?

bard, vmce-president ana W J. Hubard, secretsry, all of Buckingham,

ohtained a charter from thp State Corporation Oommission. The com-

wroim g

gany was to operateﬂ with a naxlmum rossibla carital stook value ef
$7ﬁo 000‘ The Buckingnam SIate ?roducta Oorporatien bought slate
land a't the north end of the Buckingham depos i.t near the Ferncliff
pro;erty frem ﬁr. crooke, bnt never ogened a quarry.‘ In 1940 the

campany sold its land holdings to Tarvqy W; Ayers of Richmond for
216 ,
$?~ PTEB:  Tini

age e

214, County,aecords. Charter Book p 163.
215, Ibii ., Fe 14d7s
216. Ibzu.. Deed Eook xn, Pe 267.
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_ From 191’% to 1948 only two new companies opened quarries in
the Buckingham slste fl(’lﬁ. Cue of these cormpearies, the Arvonla
Buckingham Slate Comp any,,,Ineorporated, began _operat‘ing;durir»)g‘ ,
World. ":’ar 1 when. slates sales were st & lov ebb. ";Ehe otimer.‘cqn;paﬁy.
‘bhe Pitts Slate Corporation canmenced quanying und.er simi_laf mer =
ket conditions in 1933. The Arvonis Fuckinghem Sleate Coén;e 1y étzne
into exist@ee in the spring of 1918 at 8 tlme waen other quarries
in the ar ea vere practically idle ond msnsge d to secure used quarzy;
ing equipment at 8 very low price.z,n_ The caupany, wi‘ch general .
offices in the hie::chants Eati onal Pank Build ing in R* chmond Virgin 1a.
was 8. olese, corporatim. and it w o very ably managed‘by James 'lf,_,
Sloan. president, Owen R. ueffrey, vice-president and geneml manager
end Fobert L. Cabell, secretary . and treasu:r:e:r.??t8 V _ .
o James T. Sloan and Robext C. Cabell both well known business-
men. o:f ’Richmom at that time. managed glste sales in Richmond snd
elsewherg.;: dr, Slosn. and Nr. Cabell owned interests in the Arvonis
Buckingham Company . but to ipsure. suff’icient financial resou rces, Iur.

A‘Sloan persuad ued the Branch i’amily,, of Riehmond to; back the :OGI!_‘.PHDY-

Thus with assured i’inancial resou 1068, the ¢ ompe 0y . began orerat jons

217. Pitts "apers. James J.. Sloan to A L. Pitts, April 1, 1918. .
218. Ibid.; P , o . S
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: 219
f,on 8 large scale, .

. The resl guiding power behind this compsny, however, was its
viee-president and -genersl menager, Owen R. Jeffrey. Owen Jeffray,
80n of the well-knewn and respeated Robexrt O, Jeffrey, had Lived
and worked in the Buakingham slate sres for forty yesrs prior. to
the Tormstion of the Arvonis Buckinghem Slate Compeny in 1918.??qrv
Owen R. Jeffrey knew slate; he knew the workers of the,slatgifiéida;
he unaerstoodfperféctly the problems to:he~oonfrontedrhy any -compeny
operating in the: area,vanﬁ Jest, but certainly noct least he realized
the necessitJ of. Operating from a slate veln of rroven value,

The property -on which the company began operations wos soquired
by & number of purchases dating as far back ss 1874 when Robert 0.
Jeffrey purchesed slate lsnd from Sam I, Williams.?g}” At his .death

in 1912 Robert 0, .Jeffrey left Owen R. Jeffrey snd T. Stonley Jeffred
31

ss 8o0le heirs to his holdings. . . B PR
) -.Qwen R. Jeffrey toock charge of developing these holdings and.
personally directed the opening of the Arvonilas Buokingham quarry

wh'ich was 1ocate& only a few hundred yerds north of the Richmond

Slate company quarry in the center of an excellent slate vein.

xee b . i - Lo v N " . . 3 R 1

219. Informatiun supplied bg Ers. James To Sloan of Richmond, Virginia
220. County Records, O.R. Jeffrey, thirty-five yesrs of sge,sworn
R 12 aaministrator of H.O. Jeffrey estste in 1913, Deed Book
St S X1X, pe 561 ;

‘221. Ibid., Deed . Book II pp. 120,314,

222, Ibi&., Deed Book XIX Fe 361.
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Suscess wes immediste. The slump of slate ssles becsuse of -
the ‘war hal pested, snd by 1919 productioniand*séles vere back to

formnl.  The Arvonip-Buckingham-querry was producing an excellent
o S I | . 222
‘quality*of glgte just as the post-war‘marketaxbegan‘to”expands S

he compény begon growing from the stert s;d in 1922 pur- -

. e 5 o , 224
ehesed 259 ‘acres of adjoining l=nd from Louis F. Fdwards, -~ ~Seve<
S | 225

61l other importsnt purchsses were made durirg thece early years, -

but the most inportent was srronged in 1924 when James T. Slosn

end Owen R. Jeffrey obtsined a title to lsnds £1 ret purchnsed for

gusrrying purposes ty ‘the -01d Dominion Slete Compeny in 1868.

70141924 the LeSueur Slote Coumpsny initiated a consolidation of

the LeSueunr quarry, the :Eichmond Slate Compeny quarry and the old =

Pierce querry. The company, renamed the LeSueur=-Riochmond Slate =

Corporation; wes directed by Willlem A. LeSueur, C. Fontasine LeSueur,

A.N. Sanders snd:Virginis I, Eeel. The corporation's charter limited
_ . ‘ 227

meximum eapitel stock to §200,000. ~ The LeSueur Corporstion sd-

vopnced rspidly end in 1928 wes meintaining officesin Arvonis snd

. 228 S o

Righmond.

223, Pitts Papers, James T. Sloan to A.L. Pitts,August 19, 1919..

224, County Gecords, Deed Book XXVII, '». 127. : ' o

225, 1bid,, Deed Books XXVII, L. 141, XXVI1I, rp. 22,86, 220, 475

"7t =fo5, xxxV, 148, XIXIX, 456. '

226 Ipid., Deed Book XXXII, p. 47.

227: Ibid., Charter Book, r. 164. | V
o8, Pitte Papers, ¥.A. LeSueur to A.L. Pitts, February 11, 1919.
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. The Blue Ridge Slste Compsny Incorporsted of ilbemarle County,
Virginia, .entered the Buckinghem slste field in 1924 and ere_ctéq 8
large‘mill for grinding waste slsate on land leased from Jennie 8,
Jones a:nd F F. noberts.zzg In 19.,0 the co zpo:mtion rurohased forty
geres oi’ ad;ow}.ng slete land from A IL. J?itts for 5’2,000. This fo:«- .
ty acres inclnded an olﬁ sb.andone& q*uaz:r.; whioh tbe Blue ridge uom-
;:any cperates 113 1548.2?0 Ufrl’xe Blue Ridge COI"panJ utilized gome of
»!t‘le 80 z:er e.ent waste thsat other quarries disoovered t0 be a costlyA
‘burdezz and with Imgh atcne orushers turned out slste powder and
slate grarmles for pigment bases. ccmposition roof ing; cement 1n-

gredienﬁs md’ msny ‘other industrial uses.

T
i

LI ppy Perkins’ Glover, Dr. c.u.‘ éndersor and several cther oitizens

,,,,,

terisn church during the 1920's. The quarry v*as xnown 1ocally. and
appropriately so, a8 "Mud Hole". Ov'nership of the Béud Ho}.e quar:y
elmnged handd geversl times but it was never £ro ﬁtably o;:emted. Al

231

ePforts to further developr this quarz‘y were abandoned. after the
finsmeisl orash in 1929. - VR S L L

.« + By 1928, the lergest production year in the history of the Bucke
inghem slste:field, three roofing slete aompanies’.the‘ Willisus Slate
229, Gountl ‘Peeords, ‘Deed Book L"I‘(. EEs 116 120.

2%0. 1bid., Deed Book XXXIII, p. 47.
23\1, Information snrplied by Plummer F._Jones, bew Cantoan, Virginis.
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C:ompany;g‘the .AxvoniafBuekingha_x_n_ Slate Corporstion snd the LeSueur;;"_
Richmend . Slato Gorporation monopolized all »tho' profitsable quarries
and xmost - of the valusble slate Isnd in the area. These oompaniee
realiged the uselessness of cerrying on- active oompetition against
one smother snd. in 1929 organized a‘mutual -benefit sales and ' poliocy
meking company. called the Buokinghamu‘urginia Slate Corporation.

The corporstion's: offioes were to be looated in ‘Bichmond and members
232

of the 1ndiv1duél, corpanies were to act a8 directors.  Williem A,
LeSueur, president. of the LeSueur-Richmond Slste Coxp‘oxation,servked
»—v;eryvvablyas--preeident of the Buc kingham-Vir ginis Slate Coxporation
from 1929 to 1943.::The ‘corpomt ion- proved to be & suocessi’ul device

for goordinating relations betﬁeenv the quexyry Owners gpnd is  today &

very gotive organization. Officexrs of the }Buckingham-virgipia Slate

G:or‘por\ati,on;in;~l948,are,; - Robert G. Cabell,_III,presidnn_t, ¥aury F.

JeSueur, viee-president,. Owen R. Jeffrey, tressurer snd John R. -
williams, secretary. R S ; o
The economie depression which selzed the whole United: States

in its grip dwing ’ ~the 1920's ecut slate _sales,almospitor @be%z'ero

ofing. . slate production in gg% Buokingham
1888.. - Every caupeny.

point, smd in 1952..x0

qusrries was lower then- in aBny yesr sipce

222, Unclassiﬁ ed Chaxrters, 1928. .
253. Jaseph K. Roberts _Qp_ Cit., p. 441. |

e b
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in the area hsd aoculmzlated hugh stook piles of slate; but for the
benefn ofzgizelr workers mwspeged 1o operate ‘tnree or . i’our months
each yesr. .

New Desl recovery programs placed an emphasis co the ereotion

of permsnent snd substential public buildings snd by 1937 slste:
proiuction in Buckingham Wwa3 almost beck to normal.: . =

** While the four moin slste companies operating in Buckingham inm
19.93 the Williams glate Company, the Arvonis~Buckingham Slote Cor-
poration. the I.eSuenr-Richmond Slste Corporation snd the Blue Ridge
-Slate Corporat ion, were faced with’ large ‘surplus slate stocks, &
new company. the Pitts Slate COII_‘OIB‘LLOD began Opening a quarry im-
the area._ The Pitts 51ate Corporaticn was owned and 0perated by
Jack H._Si:essard of Arvonia a:nd his brother, Rutherford H.Spessard
of Richmom. .Lhe Spessard brothers obtained 8 lease to slate land

on the old rontaine Fie_:.d Tra qt fvom A.Le *itts jp 1933 spd immed-
L 236

Aiately began remonng top soil from the slate vein.
. The Pitts, Slate Corporation continued oP&rations unt'il 1956

when s Ffreshet oompletely filled the new quarry* an old qvarry

.which : hud. only reoently been pumped dry, affer many montha of

tedious work vas also £i1led. This sudden disaster 80 dlsoourageﬁ

72.)4». Lhe Piohmond leos—DisEate h, "Three Lasrge Companies How Operating

235, Joserh XK. Roberts, Op. Cit., P. 441,
256, Unclsssified Charters, Janupry 24, 19323.
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Jaclf SPG}QSaI‘& that he csllea 8 halt to all crerations. “i'hen 8
Afinzsl baler:ce was drawn u;: it was disoove:red that the éempany h;ad
1ost- aryro.a.wtel.; veo 000 over a thme year iﬁeriod.ag? ~

The i’ailuw cf mis con*rany proved conclusively that 8 good
slete vein is pbsolut ely ensentisl for sucaessful quarrying. The
Spessard brothers were excellent bus iressmen and employed only the
'very»latest quarrying equipment spd methods, but t he quality of the
sleate: blocks token from the quarry was "extremely 4‘poor.  Foor slate
qﬁélityv necessarily casused the percen tage of waste r‘ock‘ to bé e:éi
trewely high, and ﬁhe.,handling snd removal of this was‘te*réquii:eé _
s0 much t in;'e‘thdt -te slstemakers £170d idle during most of the dsy.

The corporation reslized, too, thet to keep on operating the new

quarry un&e: Asuéh ~clcxzditi ons would be unwise end Imd begun develor-

.’mg an 016. quaerry in the general erea when the flood forced the
- 238 -

ccmpaay to clcse its books.

N ”’he Buokingham slate industry had retumed to nomsl ani wes
again mcducing 8Iate on 8 large scale when World ¥ar IIX bro‘nght 8
eomplete halt to all quarry :mg aetivity. Buildizg bans, e well ss

an exodua of slate workers ta nigh xﬁying gcvemment cmstruction «

dobs, renderea slate quarry ing 1mpraoticzsl o8 well a8 impossible. . -

2%37. Informsti on supplied by o.ri, Sressard Arvenis, Virginis.
,238.«Ibid¢
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fher Blue: Ridge Corporation, engesged in grinding only weste slaté,
avoided the cost of querrying by waking from old sl pte dumps and
mnaged‘_.‘to operate on a small sceale thronghout the War.zag

; Just prior to World War II, in 1929, the Americep Slete Company
Ineorporet ed, headed by Cha,rle:s C. Tremmell of Woshington, “D.C.,
-president, L.J. Kidd of Albemsrle, mnager. and John 0. Dashlgren,.
secretary and treasurer, was granted & cherter to op erete 4in. Buck-
ingham County  vith &  maxjimum stock Value of £50,000. - The company
vas. primarily oxgani zed. to- produce crushed gl ote prodﬁcts snd wes
associated with:the Blue Ridge Slete. Corporasticm. 40 > World WerrIIl
came before. the. company ecould. begiu operations. .

.In. the spring. of. 1946 4the Williams. glste Compeny,. the Arvonis=-
Bucmgham Slate Compeny &nd the - LeSueu:c Slste Company resumed
operat;ms:at._._about one-third theirx pre-war. level. In 1940 the
th:ée ;o}pf;ngkslat‘e_ compenies had. emp.u.oyed,,approximately four hun=-
dred and twen(ty,worke\rs.n The Blue Ridge‘zciorporation-,managed._ to -

mi:n%aimits small force of spproximtely thi,zty-‘five:regular__ _
T 241
{,_Z‘ue‘abnormal dems nd for slate éur ing the post-war eonstruection

boom eaused the sls te canpanies to gbspndon their practice of selling

259. <1chmond imes-Dlspatch December 15, 1946.
240. Unclassifled Chaxters, hovember 2, 1939.
241. Richmond I Times~Dispetch, Decembex 15, 1946.
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slgte according.to. grades and specifications. In 1946 only one

grade andézge \thickness,.threeesixtecnth;of‘an inch, was being
produced.

In 1947 en entirely new tyre of compeny started operetims in
the Buckingham slafe erea. The new 6onnpany, the Southern Light-
weight Aggregste Gorporation of Richmond and Norfolk bought slkate
property near the old Fernecliff querry property and erected equip-

ment for converting weste slete into material suit able for oon-
242
structing lightweight ‘building blocks.

In larch 1948 .the coupany hed erected specisl boilers,kiins
and conveyors at @ cost upward of $150,(500 and employed & totsl of

twenty-s8ix men. The equirment was powered by steam snd electriocity
’ 244

gnd wes run continuously twenty-four hours each day.

The process used heat to expond crushed slste three to six

times its patursl size. Thig expanded product was logded into ope

rsilroed cars snd shipped to Richmond end Borfolk for further pro-

cessing before being pressed spto building b locks . By Merch 16,
t gt the Lightweight Compepy's plant was approximately

1948 the outru
245

one hundred cubio‘yards rexr 48 .

242, Ibid. ' ) v
24%, luniormstion supplied by Albert F. 01&, Superintendent of the
~ Southern Lightweight Aggregate Corp»oratiovn plent in Bucking-

~ e,
244, 1bid .
245. Ibid.
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| By the summer of 1948 the slote irdustry was 8till not back

to pormal becsuse of sn scute lsbor shortage.

(88)



T LTIT L L CHAPTER.YIIX

B

-7 ou LFFECTS: OF THE SLATE IXDUSTRY OF BUCKINGHAM GQOU
14 ,, JTY
,‘ AlD ?.‘Hr, IEOSSIBILITIF.S FOR INVESTMERT TODAY !

<« Buckingham County 18 thought of by most outslders &8 being a

[ P

very roor . emnty.and st%is,tios«certainiy tend to justify thelr .0 .
thinking. However, it would be better not to think of Buckinghsm
asa~poor:county, but as ap undevelored county. In 1948 there is
no: large- industxy int he county, only one short railroed line, no
publiciutility plents, and the population is almost entirely: rwral.
'Ferirziﬁ g;- lumbering, ;A‘and slafeyquarryin"g,‘ in order, &re the mein in-
dustriege it T T

¢ =7 Phe Bueckinghsm slste dep osit, whi oh produced apﬁroximutely 3.8

per cent ‘of" the nation 8 roof ing ‘slate euprply, ‘18 located entirely
246

45 Marshall distriet. - Mershell &s the county's wealthiest dis-"
triot end, until 1948, psid 30 per - cen t higher texes on essessed

v&lue then the-other four-districts. However, most of the surplus

wesl th derived: from the giete industry has not remainéd jn the coun=

ty;“but-hes been distributed smong qusrry owners living in Ri chmond .

Owen-R. Jeffrey snd C.F. LeSueur are the only lerge qusrry operators

_who msintain residences there in 1948.
Guo +Th splte of having to pay more tax then the othex’ four districtsg

¥s¥sha 117 disiriet did not become strong Or even interested in county

246. Thomas Nelson Dale, Slste in the Unit ed States, pp. 194-200.
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politics untid 1940. In 1940 Dr. C.W. Andersm of Arvonis wss
elected supervisor from Msrshell district, apd he has been backed to
the  1imit by loesl ‘¢itizens in his effort to secure an equaliva-

tim of political power within the- county
' "fne slate industry built Arvonia, the largest town in Marshell

.,(‘

district. The pOpulat ion of Arvonia is hard to determine beoause
definite 1imits to the town have pever beem set, but to say that |

one thousand people live there in 1948 would not be tt:o far wrong. |
Most “of the homes in Arvonia, ‘while mot pretentious, are neat end T
well kept.% The people, through necessity, live thriftly and nearly

11 oi’ them possess large lots on which they raise garaens or carry

on small farming operations. |
o All of the slate companies in the Buekingham :field today Operate

within the limits of Arvonia, Ore Bank and Arvon. No one knows the

FEI

boundaries ocf' any of these small villages.,vend together they are

spoken oi’ as Just Arvonia.

Most of the quarry pits being Operated in Arvonia in 1948 are

three hundred or more feet. deep and i’rom two to three hundred yards

wide. Equipment and methods, with a few exceptions, heve not been

ohanged since 1910.» Fver sinee the progressive Buokingham Slate

Gonp any bought the first twenty horse power Talbot stesm hoisting

g "rengine in 1868, quarry owners heve been upususlly relvetant to mske

(90)



247
-progressive .changes, . . In 1948 the LeSueur Slate -Corporation end

tlitaArvonianBuokingham Sl ate Corparsti on ‘purchased two dismond ..
‘toothed sla.té 88W8 to help reduce the lsbor required in blockmeking.
The ohange to these aews waa undoubtedly 8 pnegesslity, since sui’ﬁ-
eient skilled labor was not amilabla for the old ‘method of prepar—
ing blocks fcr the splitters.f“_u BUSPRR : b e :
“ 'A' revolutionary change .’m trans portation took rloce in the Ip te
A1930 s when heav;y duty trailer trueka. owned by +he .’mdividaal com=
panies began hsuling slate to markets fomerly suppliecl only ’by rai].
:Truck transportaticm m'oved more eoo:nomical than T8 11 transr,ortation,
"and the neeeasity of handling the «late several times 'before getting
iit to the aetnal building aite was elimmeted en ti.rely. The ides of

OEEATE

‘“e&ach comp eny Bupplying its ovm means of tmnspox‘tation wae certainly
nothing new :Ln the Bnekingham :mdustry, ‘L‘he Buckingham Sla te Company
ownea and o;a‘ated its primte osnel baat the “Phoenix" fm 1869,(311&

eould tmneport elate :Ercm Eev: Oanton to Richmon& i’o:' ﬁ fby-i’our
...... . 248. . s, LoBImLraT ST

cexts fer ton. S
From the haginning of 1arge seale elate manufeeturing 1n Buck-
inghsm, there has never been a time when ’nuilders hesitaﬁed to A

: £e e oy Smgay
x ,M,ﬂm, T‘_ o F ; i

24‘?. Journal of minutes of Buckinghsm Slate Compeny of Virginis, -

6t v T NS, Pe £9. Iibrary of Nrs. Jemes T.5losn, Jefferson
Hotel, Richmomi, Virginia. Hereafter cited ss minutes of
Bnckinglmn Slate Company of Virginia.

248Q Ibido. p. 360 ) ‘ _

‘g.* ¥
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speoify Buckingham slate becsuse of its quality. As We have seen
earlier, Rogers, in 1835, classed Buokingham glate along with the
best in the world; Colonel Albert Ordway of the Buokingham Slate
Company wrote in 1865. “In every msket to waich our slate hss

been sent it ranks with the best produced in this coun'cr:.z.z49 In

1880 an article in the Virginian ststed that Buckingham gl ste would

aliways have &8 market becaus e . of '§ts superior quality.

?“"*"The priee oi' Buokingham slate has varied throughout the ye ars

since 1796, ei ther because of aemend," or becaus e of difficulties in

ua'rying and in transportution. ‘:In 1796 the price Was $15 00 per

i square, in 1835, '$12,00, in 1893 $3 20, in 1912. $6 oo, in 1928.

$8 00, and in 1948 $27.00. sij i?jvff[k - 14;ff » fe;" &

i;ﬁA number oi’ ‘medals have been awarded these slates at both na-

ES

tional and international expositions. Among t he moet famous are.

first award London 1857 gold medal, Philadelphia,1876 gold mg%gl,

.St. Louis, 1904 gold medal Louisiana Purchsse Exposi tion, 1903.

, Another advertisement and proo*’ of the quality of Buekingham

rkable un*’ading quality. S1gtes placed oD the

slates 1s their rema

University of Virginia, Virginia Mills, Trepton Mill end many other

old buildings over & century 8go, still hsve their originsl color

249. Ibid., p. 18.
260 S‘»iea‘iﬁeations, Buekingham—Virginia Blate Ccorporation, DeP.

(92)
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"TABLE 1.

-+ : ~APPROXTMATE VALUE OF BOOFING SLATE PRODUCED IN - ..
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1:11882!
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18856
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N1892
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. 1897
!“: 189 8
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57,000
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1900
1901 =

1902

.1903

1904

111906

1906

- -1907

1908

- 1909,
1910
1911
1912

. 1913

1914
1916

1916
. 1917
1918

11919
1920

.. 1921
1922

ES0 TN 0 OO BN I R B A N O lt 1)=lt tyr t'

o LISTED |

3190 211
150,970 ..
124,871
;;104,324«;‘v ;
117,200

. 132,618 .0 -
155,772

- 175,321
,.182,708 ..
134,651 °
, 170,800
176,344
158,747
184,186~
1939

189,651

1 149,435
122,342
99,651

180,260

226,050
182,839 .
281,597
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1923 ~ $299,000
1924 = 203.592
1925 ~ 304,010
1926 = 298,605
1927 = 368,616
1928 = 413,141
1929 ~ 391,540
1930 -, 283,500
1921 - '167,65%
© 1922 -~ 71,208
1933 = 76,114 -
1974 - 102,032
1935 ~ 122,696
1936 -~ 234,820
1937 = 325,107

262,712



and lustra. Gt s

- Pmbably the best sdvertisement for Buckingham slate is thst
it covers 8 ome of the finest .buildings, public and privste, in the.

| Uniﬁed States.; Among ‘these. are the College. of Williem and. Mary,,

Williamsburg, Virginia' Yoo lﬁemoriel Hall I.ibrary, Simsbury,
QQ?D???‘-"‘????; Governor's Mension, Richmond, Vigginis; Harverd School
‘;?)§ua;ﬁess;&d§§nistratiGn, Cambridge, Messachusetts; Klise iemo=
riul Ohapel. Gi'and Rapids, Michigan' Hew York Geological Librery .
Eew York. Bew York Tammany Hall .Rew York New York; the University
of Roohester. Bocb:ester, Hew York University of North Carolins,
Chepel Hill, Forth Cerolins; University of Virginis, Charlottesville,

‘ Yiggiz: i8; Fo rna y 3 ohnston i.‘Bez‘sj‘.lden:qu » Birminghem, Alsbems; Glen Thelrs

Bga;@aéceﬁ.;: ?_iy‘e;s;_de__, Gonneoti'oﬁt,a»mi Iilly Residence, Broadrirrple,
Ihdiana;; Oolcn,el'- ;Eansford ¥oNider Resid ence, Mason City, Iows; Edsel
Ford Residence, Sesl Harbor, hﬁaine,;i Farnsworth Residence, Pelhsm, .
Rew rYork, Bal timore Country‘ Clul, Bseltimore, Marylend; Honorable
L.C. Phipps Residence, Denver C:c;lorade;’ Post Office Dersriment
Building, Washington D.C.; Missouri Supreme Court Building, Jeffer=-

son City, Missouri; snd the Telephone Building, Shreveport,

Louisiana.
: 251

In 1948 possihilitiea sre great for any company willing to

£261. Boba:rt ﬂotvest, Glmraeteristics of Buokingham, Vi rginis Slste,n.n

(94)



goquire the necessary slate lsnds end introduce the more moderu
'means oi’ quarrying on a large scale. As had juat been seen, there
(fhaa never ‘been & 1aek oi’ denand for Buckingham slate, and with ade-
’quate advertising aufﬁcient demand oould be aroused all over the )
kUni ted 3tates. to 3ustii’y the exp enditure of large amounta of - capi- :
tal i’or manufacturing what has provea 1tself to be & remarkable
*natural rroduct. .' teotanl oy

) Stephen Taber estimated the depth of the Buokingham elate de-
?poait to be about one thousand :feet snd the deepeat quarry in the
';‘area ia enly about three hundredrxand f1 Pty feet. There 1is 8till,..
in 1’948 g much undeveloyed slate land in Buckingham and modern geo- g
?logical testing metheﬂa should e 4b1e proar.ective quarry operstors
~to “open- quarries on’ good slate vetns. 7

It ia a certainty. however, that the hiatory oi’ the Buckingham

alate industry will omtinue for many yesrs to come. -

(95)
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