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Adler, R.B,, Rosenfeld, L.B., & Towne, N. (1995). Interplay: The Process of
Interpersonal Communication (6th ed.). Fort Worth, TX. Harcourt Brace.
Each chapter of this interpersonal text has three "Film Clip" sidebars
related to the chapter’s concepts. The Instructor’s Manual also includes
information on using feature films.

Canary, D.J., & Cody, M.J. (1994). Interpersonal Communication: A Goals-based
Approach. New York: St. Martin’s.
Illustrates several concepts/theories with sidebar excerpts from feature

films.

Griffin, E. (1994). A First Look at Communication Theory (2nd ed.). New York:
McGraw Hill.
Appendix lists films for various theories/concepts; text uses extended
illustrations from feature films.

Proctor, R.F. (1993b). Teaching the hybrid course with feature films. [n R.W.
Martin & R. Verderber, Instructor’s Resource Manual 1o accompany
Communicate! (7th ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.

Lists/describes eight movies for interpersonal/group concepts.

Rothwell, J.D. (1992). Instructor’s Manual to accompany In Mixed
Company: Small Group Communication. Fort Worth: Harcourt Brace.
Describes uses for five feature films.

Stewart, J. & Logan, C. (1993). Together: Communicating Interpersonally (4th
ed.). New York: McGraw-Hill.
Several chapters in this interpersonal text include films in their
resources list.

ERIC Documents
ERIC Documents are available for copying (from microfiche) in most
academic libraries. Many of these documents were originally convention papers;

check ERIC listings for updates.

Aiex, NK. (1988). Using film, video, and TV in the classroom. (ERIC
Document ED 300 848).

Jensen, M.D. (1981). Teaching interpersonal communication through novels,
plays, and films. (ERIC Document ED 213 055).

O'Mara, J. (1991). Teaching intercultural communication through Hollywood
film: An analysis of Witness. (ERIC Document ED 336 765).
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Proctor, R.F. (1991a). Teaching group communication with feature film. (ERIC
Document ED 343 175).

Proctor, R.F. (1991b). Do the ends justify the means? Thinking critically about
Twelve Angry Men. (ERIC Document ED 336 784).

A Practical Postscript

Knowing that many readers of this journal are secondary education teachers,
and realizing they may not have access to (or time to consult) the listed
references, the editors have wisely requested a few words about the "nuts and
bolts™ of using feature films as instructional resources. What follows is an
adapted excerpt from an article by Proctor and Adler (1991), published in
Communication Education.

One challenge facing instructors who use film is finding the class time to
incorporate new media into the course. There are two options available: in-class
and out-of-class viewing. As time permits, films can be shown during class to
illustrate one or more concepts. Although this approach can be time-consuming,
the value gained by having control over viewing is considerable. The film can be
stopped at key moments for discussion and questions, and the instructor can
highlight important points.

If time does not permit accompanying every class unit with a film, a smaller
number of titles can be used to illustrate a variety of concepts. For example,
works like Ordinary People or Children of a Lesser God provide a virtual survey
of topics covered in most interpersonal communication classes. These movies can
be shown at the beginning of a course to preview these topics, at key points
during the course, or near the end of the term as a review. If time is still a
problem, relevant excerpts can be used rather than showing the entire film.

Impact on instructional time can also be minimized by having students watch
selected films outside of class meetings. In settings where rental facilities are
plentiful and students have access to home video recorders, movie viewing can
be assigned as homework. Whenever possible, however, it is wise to have a copy
of the movie available at the school’s media center, where students can watch the
videotape by appointment. Written assignments and/or in-class discussions can
then be used to process the movie’s communication conceplts.

Here are two final instructional suggestions:

1. Films should be screened in advance to determine their appropriateness
for the classroom. Even with the most careful editing, some students are likely
to find certain scenes objectionable or offensive. It is wise to warn them of this
risk at the outset of the course, thus providing a clear disclaimer and an
opportunity for sensitive students to enroll in classes that do not use films.
Additionally, movies with difficult content may be best suited for out-of-class
viewings, where students are less likely to feel uncomfortable.
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2. Because feature films are entertaining, students may at times lose sight of
the educational agenda. It is the responsibility of the instructor to guard the
integrity of the theoretical concept. One method for accomplishing this is to stop
the film occasionally and discuss correlations between the movie and the
concepts it is intended to illustrate. On the other hand, there is value in asking
the students to make these connections for themselves. This can be done by
having them develop discussion questions (and answers) that link the film with
course concepts.



