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anntversaries offer an oppo ua
reflect on events that have sha
coflective present. This !E;.ng bﬂnpjust
seech an occasion; it has hai:ﬁm
since the ULS, Supreme Coun i I
federal court order mandatng the con-
sodbcdation of the Richmond public
schanl distries with the Chesterfield and
Henrico districts. This action locked in
city and suburban schoal boundaries -
and associated inequities - that sdll
exist.
mmﬂw 5u Court's acthom,
Ri & T
gated as & result of raciakhy mkﬁt
peost-WWI suburban growth,
construction. slum dﬂrﬂnne md urhan
rt.*dm'ﬁupmﬂ'll projects. in addition.
ofy practioes in the real es-
fabe and industries lad 1w the

Pl of black and rdoed- race
ﬁuﬁu'&sm‘“ starving them for coedit
riscial transition. As poor

black expanded in the

city, the white left en masse
for the suburbs. As a resudt, the city be-
hilack, while uf

ln i region that loves history, public

Looking Back, Moving Forward

Promote equity, excellence in our region’s schools

region brings the opportunity
for increasing drmr-iily of ot illeaminﬁ
CIVIFNITIeNLS,
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« In area schools with milged ecomomic,

racial, andfor cultoral student pop-
ulations, we often see diversity because
wi pansed the movie and focused on 2
single frime. That frame captures the
poknt when a school B midway dhrough

a tﬁﬂ'mﬁphh‘ shifft. Like any fast-poced
movie, these sehools can ransition
quibckiv from a scene of diversity (o one
of racial isolation, il history is any guide,
without thowghtful end deliberate ac-
fions, schools with a deh mix of income,
race, and nationality could fade away or
never ke hold.

In other scheols across the region,
however, diversity is far from the normn.

Dhata From a lurii'ﬂ:ﬂmi.h; Fi

searchers at the DCLA Civil Pro-
ject reveal two mportany mm -mum
schools in the

Figst, suburban {and, tuumur:hhﬂer
extent. urban} districts have undergone
profound racial trapsformations in the
P poltan segregation can be aimost

Can
eopualy attributod 10 lsolation within
dmrmmhumhnmnm

Second, urban districts, such s Rich-
o and Pet COTTEIIRE 00 P
mmﬁﬁ .;-:;lmudappiurm
Segregaiion race I
E}Iﬂ.:mmﬂmﬂmmdﬂm LTS
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Want to attend?

The *Locking Back, Mo

conference i free and opento the public.

Registration is reguired at spcrich-

miond et/ moving-forsand/indeichtmi
* &

Sixty years of social science links
schiools segregated by race and poverty
i & number of educatinnal disadvantag-
es. Doubly segregated settings are con-
nected 1o less challenging and engaging
curricula, high suspension and dropour
rates, o attendance rutes, high
levels of weacher and staff rarnover and
fradequate resources.

Meanwhdle, integrated sciwsols are
refintisd to beerter educational opicomes,
stimnulating classroom discussion, more
complex problem-solving, higher gradu-
atbon riites, reductions in prejudice and
an increased desire to attend diverse
cofleges and five in diverse neighbor-
hoods later in life. " :

Perhaps most importantly, W an e o
gobalization, divere leaming environ-
ments best-prepare o students for the
worrbd i which they will ive and work,

While testing and sccountability re-
ceive much atention. the rtanice of
ullmr factors thet create 8 well-devel-
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Vigginla Commonwealth University and
the Dniversity of Richmond, dded
"Lavnking Moving Forward,” con-

veres March 13 and 110 u&tai'r!l-ih a
dja}:?w about the cortem
ing of race, class and -u'hnn h{m:r'rdnriﬂs
in ONLLT TRt s, =

sMembers of the public can learn what
scholars have discovered rding
tretuds in the replon's sehools and the
iriportance of cresting intentional di-
verse learning opporiunites. They will
itlsn hedar from educstional leaders who
have spearheaded innovations deeply
connected 1o promofing diversity, excel-
lence and equity in ic schools. The
conference will generate conversation
that will help determine appropriate
actions for our region’s fufure.

in} Robert Merhige's 1972 tuling
oo Mﬁnmtm three school districts
he piesdd, “The proof here overwhelm-
inghy establishes that the school division
linvies between Richmond and the coun-
ties codncide with no natural obsfacles 1o
speak of " Four decades later, his con-
clusion still rings true. And in the contin-
ued absence of such "naturel ohatacles,”

it’s it T late to create the diverse
schools that today's students need 1o
become the citizens wholl lead our
region, our nation and our wodd,

Tiem Shigics 15 asistant professes, gracuate sducs-
o, ik Ehe Sobvo of Professional end Continuing
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