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PREFACE

Herein 1s expressed an earnest hope that this
paper is a faithful presentation of the Spotswood Ers
and that it will move the readexr to seel a deeper know-
ledge of that period of Virginia history. The research
has affordeé me much pleasure end increased my know=-
ledge and understanding of Virginia bhefore the Kevolution.

I wish to thank Dr. meude H. Woodfin and Dr.
Ralph C. ¥cDanel of the University of Rhichmond faculty
for their understanding aid and many kindnesses shown
me, Dr. VWoodfin's suggestions of source materisl and
treatment of the subject and Dr. lcDanel's help in mat-
ters of bibliography and footnotes have been of inesti-
mable value in the preparstion of this paper. I also
wish to thank my family for their sympathy and support
during the more difficult moments of the work.

G. Dl H'
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CHAPTER I

THE GOVERMNINEIT AMD THE GOVERIICR

An aura of romance envelopes the Spotswood ers and
makes this period sperkle even in the midst of the many
brilliant pages of colonial Virginia history. This decade,
dominated by the energetic and resourceful Alexander Spotswood,
ig of sufficient brilliance to compare favorably with the
romance and legend surrouﬁding John Smith ond the settlement
of 1607 and with the stiriring patriotism of the American
Revolution, the exciting opening and the dramatic closing dates
of Virginia's colonial period. Its appeal is due in lurge
measure to the character and deeds ot the leading men of the
time, the Governor, James Blair, *illiam Byrd II, Robert
Béverley, Thilip Ludwell and many others, and to the numerous
legzends and beliefs that have grown up avound them. Perhaps
the greatest single'event contributing to the prominence of
this period is the romantic crossing of the Blue Ridge by
Spotswood and his band of gentlemen. These "Enights of the
Golden Yorseshoe" have attracted an interest and have received
attention out of all proportion %to their importance. Their

expedition has been covered with glory and glamour by every



succeeding generation until few events in history can equal
it in romantic and popular appeal. To historians, however,
the period is important because of its political events, not
for its romantic appeal. This wes & time of struggle between
internal and external forces foxr control of the Virginia
Dominion, a struggle between governor and the colonial aris-
tocrats for the dominant position in the government, somewhat
foreshadowing the later clash of interest leading to indepen=-
dence from Britain. But whatever the cause, the fact remains
evident that the Spotswood era is outstanding in the annals
of colonial Virginia.

Alexander Spotswood's is the outstanding figure of
this period. His attractive personality and his evident
ability combine to make him one of the more important figures
of the colonial age. His stay in Virginia was filled with
frequent serious difticulties, but his amelioration and
gettling of these situations stamp him as a capable adminig-
trator and diplomat. His restorastion of both the College and
Bruton Church show his interest in the cultural aspects of
life; his efforts to make Williamsburg a livable town, to aid
and enlighten the Iﬁdians, and his attempted refoxms and
adjustments in the Virginia government prove he had the
interest of the colony at heart. All in all, Spotswood was

one of the most popular and distinctive governors Virginia

ever had. Just what gave Spotswood such a distinctive place

in colonial history has been hard to determine. It was not



because of outstanding social prestige, for although Spotswood's
family was of good and gentle stock and numbered among its
ancestors an archbishop and chief justice of Scotland, there
were other governors of less note whose foemilies far excelled
Spotswood's in sociai position and distinguished members. This
somewhat lesser social status did not affect Spotswood's posi-
tion and popularity in a time when family and sociacl connections
mattered far more than they do today. I'e did not gain his place
because he was an officer in the famous [larlborough's army and
had participated with honor in the brilliant cempaigns of that
general. There were other governors with more impressive mili-
tary records and with more exciting adventures and daring ex-
Ploits, but they are not known s is Spotswood. Wisdom cannot
be called the secret of his success, for although an educated
and brilliant man, Spotswood's intelluctual qualities and ac=-
complishments are not in excess of numerous others of the col-
onisl period. If these reasons do nod explain the man's supe-
rior position, then what does? Bruce saysl that it is the great
romance and appeal that has become attached to the man through
the passing of time. 1Indeed, few characters of history possess
as much romentic allure and color as does Alexander Spotswood.
The mere mention of his name calls to mind his intriguing
crossing of the Blue Ridge and a picture of an aristocratic

society peopled with dashing "Cavaliers" and beautiful ladies,

1. Bruce, The Virginia Plutarch, v. 1, pp. 118-118.




a stereotyped, conventional, and erroneous picture true, but
an interesting and popular one nevertheless. The man Spotswood
has become a symbol of an age and civilization remembered forx
its beauty éf living, hut greatly idealized and changed from its
original form. Yes, Spotswood's unusually distinctive place in
Virginia's history is due to his personal appeal and the roman-
tic age he represents.,

Alexander Spotswood2 came to this country in June,
1710, a young mun thirty-four years of age with a creditable
militsary record and a reputation of proven ability behind him.
He was deputy for George Homilton, first Barl of Crkney, titular
govermor of Virginia for ovér thirty years.3 0f the 2000 pounds
a year salary paid the govzrnor, Orkney received 1200 pounds
and the deputy 800 pounds, but the deputy always received
additional imbursement from vorious sources in the colony.

1he office that Alexander Spotswood was to fill so

capably was one of the most difficult in the entire colonial

empire of Britain. Virginia during this period was the crown's

2. Spotswood was boxn in Tangler, Africa, in 1676, the son of
Catherine 1:lliott and Robert Spotswood, phvsician to the
governor and garrison of the town, then a British possession.
The family was of the swmall Scottish gentry class with
several notable ancestors. After receivin: his education
in England, Spotswood became an ensign in the army in 1693.
He served in the wars on the continent under the Duke of
Marlborocugh, receiving a small wound at Blenheim and being
captured at Cudenarde. e attained the rank of Lieutenant-
Colonel. Dodson, Alexander OSpotswood, ppr. 3-5.

3. Ibid., p. 6.

4. Osgood, The American Colonies in the Zighteenth Century,

v. 2, p. 161,




most important colony. Her geographical position midway be=-
tween the enterprising northern and the wealthy southern
provinces, her economic structure and c mdition, Virginis
being the only British overseas domain vhose revenue was
figured in the Royal budget, her typical form and forerost
place as a royal colony, all combined to givg Virzinia her
preeminent spot among the English dominions. l'oreover, the
duties of a Virginia governor were many and wviried. TFTrom the
earliest days of the colony, several offices had been combined
in the position of governor. He first had to perform the
nomsal duties of a chief executive and the dignified head of
the government. e was commandexr-in-chief of all the armed
forces of the colony and in charge of its fortifications, and
was also a vice=-admiral in commsnd of the Virginia seas. The
governor served as cnief justice in all the courts. The
position carried with it responsibility for the disbursement
of the king's revenue in the c¢olony, the goveirmcr acting as &
lord-treasurer. He also acted as a bishop ordinary, inducting
ministers and performing other similar duties as a bishop.
The governor had fto possess diplomatic abilities because an
important part of his job was the maintaining of pesce with
the Indians and mediating disputes between provinces.6

The government of virginia was developed with three

S5. Ibid., v. 2, p. 159.
6. Hartwell, Blair, Chilton, The Present ate

Ot ginia and
the College, pp. 21-22. Dodson, 0p. Cit., p

In
8.

of Vi
p. 7-




checks on the power of the governor, each check having been
successfully evaded by the time of Spotswood. The first check,
the king's instructions to his representative, was evaded by

the governor keeping his instructions secret from the colonists
until it suited his purpose to announce them. By this practice,
he could better secure his goals without being subjected to the
letter of his instructions by the Council and Assembly. f#he
Council, at the outset a check on the executive, had been won
over %o the governor's side at an early date. This was attained
by the governor's power of reccommendation and filling of
vacancies in the Council, by nis power of suspending the Council
and wording its orders to better present his side of the ques-
tion, and by appointing counciliors to offices of profit.

The governor evaded the check of the General Assembly of Virginia
by firstbtaking away all appeals to that body. The former
hampered the Assembly's right of appeal to the crown by requir-
ing the lower body to have the consent of the Council, a consent
difficuly to get by resson of the governor's influence in the
latter body. The governor exerted a great deal of pressure in
efforts to secure the election of burgesses favorable to his
policies. Also, his power of proroguing and adjourning the
Assembly at will helped him to prevent their effectively check-
ing his designs.7

In most governments ther are two limits on the

7. Hartwell, Blair, Chilton, Cp. Ci%t., prp. =R2-27.



executive, a need for authority and a need for money. Spots=-
wood faced both of these problems in his administration from
time to time, but was more free from their bondage than

most executives. The Virginia governor possessed a certain
amount of standing authority as many functions of the govern-
ment were provided for by colonial law. Also, the governor
possessed vice-regal powers granted him by his commission

but hampered by his instructions. To partially ease his
money needs, the royal governor had two funds independent of
the legislature, the qgit-rents, to be spent only as directed
by the English freasurer, and an export duty of two shillings
per hogshead of tobacco, placed at the disposal of the governor:
and Council, These two funds were not enough to run the
government, however, and the governor had to depend on the
Assembly %o finance many of his projects, thus creating the
inevitable conflict hetween executive and legislature. This
copflict between governof and Assembly in Virginia became a
strugglé between local (Council and Assembly) and imperial
forces (the governor and rdyal agents) over the question of
the division of power within the colony. Sometimes the
Assembly, with the money powers on its side, brought the
governor to its will, and sometimes the governor, with the
aid of the crown and royal government, held the upper hand.8

It was struzgle of much bitterness between opposing factions,

8. Dodson, Op. Cit., pp. 9-10.
» YR LiL.,



several‘iimes causing the dismissal of the chief executive,.
It attained tremendous importance and pfoportions under
Spotswood, persisting through most of his administration.

The colonial royal governors enjoyed varying degrees
of popularity with their subjects. Spolswood was always
popular with the mass of the population but wes at odds with
the ruling classes most of the time he wﬁs in office. At thé
outset of his administration, however, he enjoyed the favor of
all classes of Virginians., Among his instructions was one
confirming the colonists! claim to the writ of habeas corpus.
They had always claimed their right to it, saying that they
were true Xnglishmen and inciuded in the rights of Magns
Carta as much as were the Englishmen at home. Spotswood brought
confirmation of their claim and for a while was welcomed even
by the Council and his natural political enemies.9

Although the governor was the titular and offiéial
head of the government, he shared the executive duties with
his Council. This organization was one of the most powerful
political bodies ever existing oh American soil and its
members enjoyed a disfinction and prestige equal to that of
the governor. It was the Council, ever watchful of its pride
and jealous for its power and political position, that made
life miserable for any governor determined to rule without

them or to lessen their authority. Because Spotswood's

9. Fiske, 01d Virginia and Her leighbors, v. 2, p. 370.



principle effort was to bring the Council to subserviency, he
entered a struggle that was to last his entire administration
and to finally cause his removal as governor. That struggle
helped *to develope a strong colony feeling and loyalty in the
Council that had once sided with the governor on almost every
question., The Council maintained its dignity and power until
the Revolution introduced a new form of government.10

Perhaps the reason the Council that Spotswood faced
was 8o obdurate and hard to work with was the fact that from
the years 1706 to 1710, the Council and its president, Edmund
Jennings, had ruled the colony in the absence of a governor.ll
This period of rule without direct control from superior
authority developed in the Council a spirit of independence
and belief in their own ability to rule wisely for the colony.
It helped further that ideological germ slowly growing in the
colony that while Virginia was a part of the British empire,
she nlso possessed the right to rule herself for her own
benefit. therefore, when Spotswood again tried fto assert and
protect the royal prerogative and to place the responsibility
of government baék upon the crown, the Council resented his
actions and prepared for a fight. The resulting fight did
not end in a decisive victory for either party.

The members of the council were usually the best

the colony could show in the way of wealth, intellect, and

10. Bassett, Writings of William Byrd, pp. 1ii-1iii,

) e —d—

1l. Dodson, Op. Cit., p. 13.
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social standing. Ilen, even those of wealth and family, were
willing to serve because of the prestige and influence the
position of councillor gave them. They were appointed by the
crown, but the governor's nomination ususlly meant the appoint-
ment was assured.12 The number varied, twelve being conasidered
the probable constitutional number, hut there were sometimes
more, sometimes less, depending upon conditions in the colony.

The members of the Council claimed and received
certain privileges. They were protected from slander upon
their character or actions, they were granted leaves of absence
from meetings whenever necessary, and they possessed free-
 dom from arrest while the General Assembly was in session.
The councillors claimed exemption from ordinary arrest at all
times, they would attend court only on a letter summons signed
by the governor or secretary of the colony,13 truly a privi-
lege making the office of councillor desirable to the busy
business planters.

The officers of the Council were two, the president
who was the councillor of seniority, and the clerk appointed
by the governor. Councillors had almost all otﬁzr offices in
the colony except those of sheriff and burgess.' The duties

of the councillors were many and varied. They acted as ad-

visors to the governor, legislators in the upper house of the

12. Ibid., D. 8.

13. Miller, The Legislature of the Province of Virginia,
pp. 86-39, 141.

14, Ibid., pp. 136, 140.
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Assembly, judges on the important courts, officers of the
militia and naval commanders of the vaiious Virginia waters,
as collectors of the standing revenue, and filled the import -
ant jobs of secretary, auditor, and escheators.l5

The functioﬁ of the Council was threefold, executive,,
legislative, énd Judicial. As executives, the councillors
gave advice to the governor on difficult problems and helped
to formulate the policies of the government. The legislative
duty of the Council was embraced in the important function of
serving a8 the upper house of the General Assembly. 1In this
capacity, the councillors originated legislation and passed on
bills from the House of Burgesses. The councillors fulfilled
their judicial duties by serving as judges on the General
dourt, the hisghest court in the coloany. This policy of com-
bining the three functions of government dnto one body made
the Council an all-powerful institution and created-éome
peculiar incidents in the daily routine of government. Some
-councillors drew‘very fine lines of distinction‘between their
various positions as judge, legislator, and advisor. It must
have been very irksome (to say the least) to the governor to
have the councillors apprové some acts in their executive cap-
acity and to reject thenm as legislators,16 a truly peculisr

pPhenomenon of political science.

Regardless of the few pecularities of the Council,

15. Hartwell, Blair, Chilton, Op. Cit., pp. 34-35.
16, Ford, Controversy of Governor and Council, pp. 24-26.
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its members were powerful and important men. Their dominance
of the government naturally gave them power snd influence over
and respect from the mass of population. The bhasis of the
councillors' power, however, aside from their political in-
17
fluence, was in their large lunded eststes, All the coun-
cillors owned large plantstions, and by the standards of the
period were wealthy men. Land then was the cnief factor of
wenlth and power and the large planters ovmed thousands of
acres. Because of their economic position they were chosen
as councillors and as councillors they had ample opportunity
to better their economic position. It was a ceaseless cycle
of adding power to the chosen few., The councillors exercised
great influence in colonial affairs because of their superiorx
economic, social, and political position in the colony.

The institution to which all native Virginians can
point with pride is the House of Burgesses, the oldest popular
Agsembly in the new world. The first Virginia legislature met

38
in the church at Jamestown on 30 June, 1619. From that time
on, the House of Burgesses was an integral part of the govern--
ment of the colony. As time progressed, the customs and
procedures ° characteristic of the house developed and took
form. Due to the machinations of the royal governors, the

house by 1700 lost one of its original functions, that of be-

ing an effectual check on the governor. But in spite of this

17. Bassett, Cp. Cit., »p. liv.
18. Liiller, Op. Cit., p. 20.



13

loss, it was still a powerful factor in the directing of the
colony's affairs. |

The House of Burgesses was a popularly elected body,
the voter having to be a freeholder, s gualification easylso
meet by reason of the awailability znd cheapness of land.
There were two burgesses from each county elected hy a majority
of the freeholderg in that county and also a burgess to repre-
sent the college. ° By a law of 1699, only freeholders in the
county from which the burgess was chosen could vote for that
burgess. The'penalty for anyone voting and not meeting the
requirements was a fine of 500 pounds of ftobacco. Iloreover,

21

no woman, infant, or popish recusant could wvote. In 17085,
every resident freeholder was reguired to vote., Tailure to
do so incurred a fine of 200 pounds of tobacco while the fine
for non-qualifiers voting remcined the same., The persons
excepted from this compulsory voting law were femes-sole, or
femes—ggvert, infants, those under age, or recusitant con=-
victs, There was no definitely specitied time for election,
they occurred whenever deemed necesggry hy the governor or
political conditions demanded them.~

There were more officers connected with the Burgesses

than with the Council. 4Among the officers of the house were

19. Dodson, Op. Cit., p. 9.
20. Hartwell, Blaoir, Chilton, Op. Cit., ». 41.
21. Henning, v. 3, p. 172.
2. Ibid., v. 3, p. 238.
23. Ililler, Op. Cit., p. 66.
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the speaker, the treasurer, the secretary of the colony, the
clerk of the Burgesses, a sergeant-at-arms, several messengers,
24

doorkeepers, and after 1718, a chsplain, The House chose
the speaker from amonz its ovn membership. It had chosen its
clerk at the beginning, but since 1684, he had been appointed
by the governor. This mutter was o csause of friction hetween
the lower house and the governor on several occasions. The
stunding committees ot the Burgesses were those of Llections
and Privileges, Claims, and Propositions and Grievsnces.
Special committees were appointed to tale care of important
business as the need for them arose. The louse followed the
procedure: established by thevﬁnglish lIouse of Commons in

25
conducting its sessions,

The burgesses, like the councillors, possessed cer-
tain privileges and immunities. They received freedom from
arrest during sessions of the Tenersl “ssembly os well as for
a specified number of days before‘and after each session. They
were granted leaves of absence from meetings whenever they
could present logical andkreasonable excuses, DBurgesses, how-
ever, had to wuccept anj office, such as that of sheriff, to
which the governor appointed them. By this means, the governor
could wealen the resistance ot the House to his policies by

removing any burgess unfavorable to them. This practice of

making appointments impossible fo refuse was a handicsp to both
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the Fouse and to individual members. It was rectified around
1730 by granting the burgesses freedom from such compulsory
26

service,

As in all legilslatures, members of the House of
Burgesses sometimes beenme unruly and hehaved in a manner un-
becoming fto the dicgnity of a member. TFor offending members,
several types of punishment were available., One of the least
drastic was that of public censure and forced apology, enacted
of the offenders in minor breaches of rules. Another punish-
ment., sometimes mild, sometimes severe, according to the
offence, was that-of imposing a fine. This was the most
frequently used fornm of punishment. Tor the more sexious
infractions of behavior, the offending burgess faced the
prospect of forfeiting his seat or being suspended from the
House. The heaviest punishment meted out wos thot of ex-~

27

pulsion and disqualification from the Assembly.

The governor's influence on legislation was great

at times, The chief executive of the colony was intervested

Q
[S

in 21l legislation appearing hefore the House, especially in
that pertaining to the rizhts and prerogatives of the crown.
These the governor hsad to protect from encroachments of the

‘local authorities. As the speaker of the House vas in a

position to direct and mould the thought of that body and to

greatly influence the passage or fseilure of House bills, it

26. Miller, Cp. Cit., pp. 86-88.
27. Inid., p. ¢1l.
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-was of utmost importance to the governor that the speaker be
of a friendly or conciliatory political outlook. Therefore,
the governor was habitually interested in the selection of the
speaker and used all possible influence to secure the position
for his candidate. If successful, the governor's wishes with
regard to legislation were of more weisht in the Youse than
normally they would have bheen,

The governor's appointive power also enabled him to
exert great influence upon the legislators in the General
Assembly. The governor nominéted the councillors and.his
nomination virtually meant appointment. By his power and
practice of appointing counciilors to important and munificent
posts in the colonial administration, thereby increasing their
influence and prestige, and by his power of suspending them
from the Council at his pleasure or displeasure, the governor
bossessed means of controlling these powerful leaders. As the
councillors exercised great influence over the burgesses, the
governor gained another indirect control of legislation; as
the Council served as *the upper house of the General issembly,
he had direct influence-upon the neking of laws. If a burgess
showed too great a hostility to royal messures, the governor
could appoint him to the office of sheriff or something similar
and remove him completely from the scene. The governor used
his power of appointment to remove dangerous opponents, to
Placate ruffled pride, and silence resentment agsinst the

govemment. In this way he helped to ease and ensure the
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passage of the acts necessary for the proper functioning of
the colonial administration under royzl control.

Sometimes the governors would secure the passage of
their measures by making direct demeands on the Assembly. He
(the governor) would appear before the liouse in his greatest
pomp and diznity and demand that the legislature pass certain
bills as vital to the welfare and smooth functioning of the
government, By sometimes using threats of prorozgue and ad-
Journment, he awed the Assembly into doing his w;llj somet imes
by cajolery and flattery he persuaded them to acquiese to his
demands. The success of this msthod depended upon the power
and ability of the governor and the temper of the Assembly;
it could be used satisfactorily only on rare occasions.28

After laws had been passed by the Virginia iAssembly,
they had to be sent to Ingland for royal approval. Receiving
this approval, they became true laws of the colony, otherwise
they were discarded. All laws of the royal colonies were sub=-
ject to veto at any time unless once they had been approved.
Even laws that had been in effect for several years could
receive the wveto and bécome void of power. This situation
added much to the confusion of legal conditions in the colony.
The chief reason for using the royal wveto was to prevent
encroachment on the royal prerogative, an ill defined but

sensitive attribute of govermment. This prerogative had to

28. Ibidt » pp' 125“128¢
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be protected regardless of the inconvenience and trouble a
veto might cause to the colony.z9

The Virginia that Spotswood came to govern was only
a hundred years old, but in that hundred years she had
developed political institutions based on those of England but
possessing characﬁeristics purely colonial. She was proud of
these institutions and jealous of their £ights, striving con-
tinuously to preserve and enlarge them. ‘“he majority of
Virginia's political privileges arose from the governor's com=
missions and instructions, the exceptions being a few conces-
sions granted in the charter of 1679. These commissions and
instructions were not particularly strong bases for such
political privileges as the colonists cleimed, for the crown
could mocdify them at will. Nevertheless, they were revered
and relied upon by the Virginians. These documents were
reissued from time to time with so little modification that
mony provisions included in them came to be regarded as
permanent heritages.

Virginia's constitutional developement had heen a
"common law" one just as that of Bngland had been., From the
customs and procedures of past years had arisen the rules
and practices governing the political life of the colony.
The people did not hesitate to plead as defense in their cases

"what hath been the ancient custom." This reference to custon

9. Dickerson, American Colonial Government, pp. 225,228,
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and constitutional law must have irked royal gOVernors and
agents bent on exércising absolute authority.oo

The "Glorious Revolution" of 1682 had seen the end
of direct rule by the crown and the substituting of the royal
power to parliament. The colonists, not seeming to greatly
object to rule by the crovn, appesred to resent direction and
control by parlisment. The colonists considered that their
ovn &assemblies and not the British parliament were the legatees
of the relinquished royal power t6 govern them. This, of
course, precipated a quarrel that was to be settled only by the
"Glorious Revolution" of 1776.

The brunt of the colonial administration devolved
upon the Lords Commissioners of Trade and Plantations. This
board lacked direct authority as it was only an advisory
committee to the privy council and as such could only make
recpmmendations with regard to colonial afiairs. Yhile their
recommendations were usually acted upon, the speed wiih which
such action was taken was sluggish and a constant iiritation
- to the c:olo'n:ls‘t:s.sl

The government machinery that Spotswood headed from
1710 to 1722 consisted of the Council, the House of Burgesses,
and various rcysl agents, with the Board of Trade in London

exercising control over gll. This combination gave Virginis

an orderly, stable government, flexible enough to meet any

30. Dodson, QOp. Cit.
31, Ibid., pp. 11-12
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emergencies arising. 1t was organized in such a manner as to
develop in Virginia & colony sense and to foster a spirit of
pride and loyalty in Virginians, as well as to create a re-
sentment among the colonists at outside control over local
affairs. It was this spirit of colony loyalty that Spotswood
met in his attempts to resssert the rights and prerogatives
of the crown. He arrived in the colony just after a period
during which Virginia had been ruled by tiie I'resident and
Council and because he tried to lessen the Council's control
of the colony, he sparked the quarrel between the Council,
extremely jealous of its rights, and himself that was to be

the important event of his administration.



CHAPTER 1II

COLONIAL ARISTOCRATS

Virginia aristocracy was not a ready made insti-
tution, it did not spring from the =0il full grown and moture
as did lMinerva from the head of Jupiter, but its form and
characteristics were developed over a long period of time.

It was not’an aristocracy transplonted intect to Virginia

goil from lingland, but one thut took shape and grew up in
Virginia, moulded by Virginia conditions. Illor was it an
aristocracy formed by members of the Inglish nobility and
gentry moved to America. Instead, it wss the‘result of
recognition by the mass of the population accorded to those
individuals who by hard work and keen enterprise had risen
above their neighbors to a position of security and importance.
It wes from this group of economically superior persons that
the highly wvaunted Virginia aristocrecy arose.

The popular conception of colonial Vircinia is of
a country peopled with dashing "Cavaliers" and lovely ladies
living a life ot ense amid lavish splendor. ZIvery family
lived in stately, white-columned mansions surrounded by ex-
pansive, fertile acres and were waited upon by dozens of

dusky servants, BEvery family tree indicated its noble
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connections in ingland and showed the names of numerous
Colonels and Judges in the colony. The days were spent in the
delightful business of exchanging visits, of attending festive
banguets and glittering balls, and participating in numerous
piecnics and hunts. Tany gallant beaux wvied for the favor of
flirtatious belles (there seems to huve been two or three to
every mansion) and fought duels over their lady-loves whenever
interests clashed. This beautiful picture, flattering to
pride of family and tradition, is an erroneous one, neverthe=
less. It has been fostered Ly romantic novel writers (and
more recently by motion victures of the period) and by family
genealogists trying to add distinction and prestice to their
clan by connecting their ancestors with English noble families
and by embellishing their lives (the ancestors') with the
accoutrements of grandeur. These procedures. have estsblished
an idea of colonial virginia that caennot be proved in fact.

It has peréisted, snd probably will continue to persist, de-
spite 8ll the efforts of debunking historians endeavoring to
present a true picture of the state's social life.

Virginia aristocracy attained its typical form and
characteristics after a process of evolution over a period of
years. It emerged as the result of the combining of several
forces exerting a moulding influence upon the society of the
colony. These influences affected the manner in vhich society
developed, the number of people reaching the upper strata, and

the kind of life this upper class lived. Chief factors in
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this evaluation were the possession of capital, the cheapness
and availability of land, and the introduction of slavery to

1
the colony.u The inter-relating of these three factors brought
about the type of society developed in colonial Virginia.

In the uphill task of obtaining social prestige,
the possession of capital was of primary importance. Vithout
it, the planters faced a long, difficult strugsle to obtain
economic freedom, and ever remained a small planter with little
power or social recognition. With it, the enterprising colonist
could import indentured servants (an expensive proposition), an
act giving him rights to increased acreage for the planting of
tobacco, the chief source of wealth in Virginia. The planter
with capitsl found it easier to gain more and to maintein his
position than did the planter without it to make it and rise in
station, an application of the 0ld maxim, "It takes money to
make money." In all frontier regions, the men with money have
proven to be the men of power, and in Virginia, those possesg=-
ing capital assumed and were accorded the places of suthority
and importance. This policy of placing those of superior
economic staitus in politicul positions was an important step
in the formation of a class-conscious social order,

Englishmen, and Virginians of fthe seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries considered themselves Englishmen, looked

upon land as the primary source of wealth. One of the custom=-

l. Wright, The First Gentlemen of Virsinia, pp. 43-46.
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ary ways, in fact, the surest way of rising in socisl stand-
ing, was the purchase of a country estate and the sdoption of
the customs and mamers of the gentry. MNany found it easier
to achieve success in Vircinia than in England because of the
aveilability and the cheapness of land in the colony, where
there were hundreds of thousands of acres, fertile and pro-
ductive, waiting to be claimed and cultivated. 1In the scramble
to secure the best =nd richest ascres of the tobacco lund, most
of eastern Virginie was patented during the colonial era.
There were three ways to obtain title to land from the crown,
the taking up of a putent urson survey of the new land, by
petition for land lapsed, and by petition for lands escheated.z
The latter method embodied the composition of two pounds of
tobacco for every acre thus obtained, and the former two
depended upon entry of rights. A right was the title everyone
had by royal charter to fifty acres of land in his own name,
and to fifty acres for his wife and every child broucht to
Virginia. A riqht could be bought hy the paying of five
shillings, a practice favoring the man with capital. A colon-
ist also received fifty acres gor every free servant, male or
female, brought into the land, e pﬁlicy where capital was of

utmost importance. This law giving colonists fifty acres for

each servant imported was flagrantly violated throughout the

2. Beverley, Listory and the Present State of Virginia, second
edition, p. 241.
3. Hemming, v. 3, p. 204,
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colonial era, but few steps were ever taken to remedy its
fgults or to punish the viclators. The few remedies attempt-
ed failed or were limited in power by the influence and
connivance of the big planters whose interests would have
been lescsened by any change.

The plantation system of life developed early in
Virginia. The numerous streans, navigable faor inland by even

the largest ships of colonial days, led to the dispersal of
4

population and the scarcity of towns. This geographical
factor, allowing the planters to load their tobacco at their
own wharfs, hampered the growth of shipping and trading cen=-
ters. There were no inducements for colonists to live in
towns in a country where wealth and independence were more
easily obtained by raising tobacco on one's own lsnd. The
wasteful system of agriculture in vosmur in Virginis abetted
the tendency toward large estates. The use of fertilizer and
land restoratives were not used, if known, fields were not
carefully cleafed, tree stumps seldom being removed, and
tobacco was & crop quick}y exhausting the soil. Consequently,
new acreé had to he constantly opened fo agriculture dnd
planters were continually adding fto their holdings. The
plentation system aftected the character of Virginia in that
the isolation and separation of population it fostered, tended

to develop aristocratic traits in the planters. The systen

4. Fiske, Cp. Cit., v. 2, pp. 206~-210,
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of plantation manufacture, where each large estate had its own
skilled workers and the needs of its people were cared for on
the grounds, aided in5the formation of a spirit of independence
and self complacency. .- Thus it was that the possession of land
and the manner of cultivation practiced in Virginia were factors
in developing aristocratic traits in the wealthy planters.

The introduction of slavery was the most important
single factor affecting the growth of the colonial Virginia
aristocracy. A pressing need of the tobacco growers for a
number of years had heen a permanent supply of cheap labor.
Slavery filled this need satisfactorily and completely. The
early source of cheap labor had been the indentured whites
from England. Poor persons desiring to come to the colony
but lacking the cost of transportation, agreed to work for a
specified nurber of years for anyone paying their passage
across the Atlantic. The lorge planters and men with capital
gsecured their field hands and skilled workers by +his means,
but it was an expensive proposition and one thuat had to be
repeated frequently, for the indentured servants after serving
their required time became free, took up land of their own,

and planted tobacco for themselves. This obliged the planters

9. Wertenboker, Patricisn and Plebion in Virginia, pp. 33-52.
A list of the skilled workers on the plaentation of lobert
"King" Carter mizht help to show the self-sufficiency of
a large plantation. Carter employed two house carpenters,
a ship carpenter, a glazier, ftwo tailors, a gardener, a
blacksmith, two bricklayers, and two sailors, all inden-
tured servonts. Attempts to teach trades to nezgro slaves
met with little success. Ibid., p. 49.
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to bring over a new group of servants every few yeurs until
slavery, sffording a new source of cheap labor, wss introduced.
Slaves were good workers in the tovacco fields, cost little to
maintain, andkserved for a lifetime, not just o few years. They
decreased the cost of production so that the large planters
could fealize s profit even with falling prices, enahling them
to take up new land and buy more slaves, thus increusing their
tokacco crop. Slavery, however, favored the large growers of
tobacco, the small planters being gradually "squeezed out,"
The cost of purchase and maintenance of slaves was such that
he (the small plenter) could keep only a few and therefore
could not compete successfully with the increased rroduction,
falling prices, and diminishine profits of the tobacco trade
brought about by the introduction of slavery. This left the
small planter in s position of lessened influence and of a
stationary or receding - financial condition, while ot the same
time increasing the economic security and extending the social
and politicsl influence ot the larse planters, JSlavery with
its onus on monusl 1obor led to the formotion of the "White

6
Trash" class among the lower type of freed indentures. Both
the highest and lowest classes of Virginia's white social
order were influenced in their tormative stages by slavery,
it making an impression updn society lasting until the present

time.
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Tuch writing has been done and numerous resesarches
have heen made concerning the origins of Virginia's leading
families. ©Popular conception has credited most of them with
connections with the Inglish nobility, an idea proven to be
fulse, except in o very few instences, by the recent works of
careful and thorough historians. A few of the cristocrats of
Virzinia were descended from the knglish gentry, the leading
examples being Henry and ¥William Randolph ond the VWest and
Fairfax families, but the majority of them could make no claim
whaot soever to noble connections. Those who could make such
claim= were probably descendants of a younger son c¢f a nohle
fariily who had married below his rank. This was o common
occurrence in kngland as there were no sharply defined social
classes in the seventeenth century. It gave numerous middle
class families connections with the nobhility and =some Virginia.
aristocratic houses may be connected with these families,

Iluch h~s heen written about the "Cavalier" immigra-
tion to Virginia during the years of the Commonwealth and |
Protectorate, and of the founding of aristocrdtic fomilies by
these cavaliers. The word caéalier has been taken to mesn a
person of high social standing, e false use of the word as
the seventeenth century Cavaliers were & political party, the
followers of ¥ing Charles I in his strugsgle with parlisment,
~and not a social class., They were recruited from every strate
of the porulation, from the mosht common lshorer to the nost

dignifTied earl; the fecrces of parlisment possessing the same
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disparagement of social status in its personel., TFor this rea-
son, one could easily be descended from a "Cavalier" and still
have no trace of noble blood. Virginia tamilies have no claim
to gentility because certain ancestors were "Cavaliers."

Jany of the founders of upper class femilies were
the sons of merchants and traders who by keen business ability:
and enterprise achieved financial success in Virzginia, and
through financial success, social and political success.,
Others were descendahts of cuopable and ambitious members of
the lower classes who reached the top through perseverance and
hard work. The best of the indentured servants, very few in
number, worked themselwves up to'places of high social pdsition,
but cases of such rise were rare and representative Virginis
families are not descended from indentures of any sort, the
white freedmen usually becoming overseers of wh%te servants ox
slaves, or acquiring small holdings themselves, The largest
part of Virginia's aristocracy came from merchant and middle-
class origins with a few coming from the ranks below and above.

Gentility cannot he credited to the upper class of
colonial Virginia society because certain members used the
title of "Gentlemen," or had family coat armor, or possessed
an old and impressive family tree. While the title "Gentleman"

was used in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries to denote

persons of guality, it was easily asgumed in Ingland by social

7. Fiske, 02p. Cit., p. 187. Tright, Cp. Cit., pp. 40-43.

E———
-

Wertenbaler, P. P. in Va., pp. 3-0.
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climbers, and easier still by those in Virginia, The partic-
ular significance of coat srmor was that the bearer had obtained
gsufficient respectability and prosperity to obtain one frdm the
College of Heralds in London. And to aid in the transformstion
of middle class to gentility, impresséve family pedigrees could
be bousnt just as easily then as now. It 21l goes to show

that things in colonial times, even as things today, are not
always what they seem to be,

Coloniel Virginians modeled their social life upon
that of IEngland, their ambition being to reproduce in the
Virszinia wilderness the countryllife of Inglish gentry. The
pattern fhe ruling class followed was nn ancient heritage de-
pendent upon rossession of land with enough income to maintain
a position of dignity =nd honor. The upper closs planters
were profoundly influenced by the mode of behavior of the
seventeenth century kEnglish gentlemen. They fnllowed the
prescribed rules of training and conduct as far as Virginis
conditions would allow, and when impossible to apply the rules
to themselves, fthey placed their sons underx fhem.

The géntleman of the seventeenth century was an
interesting creature. Ie wus supposed to embody the virtues
of fortitude, temperance, prudence, Jjustice, liberslity, and
courtesy in his makeup, an expectation that mokes one wonder

how many "perfect gentlemen" there were then. The most

t., p. 42,

8. Wright, Op. Ci
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apparent characteristic of a gentlemen was his attention to
manners, lle took pains to develop and maintain a polished
speech, a grace ot hody and a dignity of bearing at all times,
and he was ever courteous to everyone regardless of their
social standing. A gentleman's accomplishments included the
‘art of pleasing (both men and women, young and old), riding,
dancing, fencing, conversational ability, and perhaps a little
musical ability. Too much perfection in any of these, however,
was undesirable as it gave too great a tinge of professionalism,
Even the sports indulged in were expected to be in keeping with
dignity, hunting being a tavorite. Gentlemen did not partici-
pate in éports except with members of their own social cless.
Some learning was necessary but it was expected to be extensive
rather than deep, to know something about several things rather
than much about a few was the goal of upper class educetion.
Gentlemen studied especially the recognized classics, the French
| language, and the ancient historians. This then was the model
upon wgich the planters of colonial Virginia patterned their
1ives.‘ |

The most conspicuous characteristic of the colonial
aristocrats was their pride. They were proud and conscious of
their position, their homes, and their way of life, ever striv-
ing to maintain appropriate dignity. Pride developed éasily

on the Virginia plantations, the very manner of life the planters
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lived being an inducement to its growth. The plantation,
because of its isolation from the active life of the colony,
became a little world in itself, producing and manufacturing
most of its own needs. The combining of this isolation and
gself-sufficiency, created in the planters a spirit of inde-
pendence and self-complacency, both conducive to the develop-
ment of pride. The slave system and the power of life and
deatr over his servants it pgave the planter, aided in the
growth of his self-esueem by creating in him a sense of and
regard for authority, a feeling also fostered by the ownership
of extensive lands. Thus, the growth ot pride was favored by
the very supports of the planter's life, the possession of

states, sloavery, ond the system of plantation manufac-

There were Tew *titles of distinetion or honor in the
colony, but the colonists were proud of those they possessed.
Other than Mister and Gentlemon, the only terms denoting posi-
tion were those of Colonel, Ilinjor, and Captain in the nilitia,
and that of Esquire, the highest rank attainable in Virginia,
reserved exclusively for members of the Council. Nor did the
colonists let pass any opportunity of informing the world of
their rank. Ivery document recorded the standing of an in-
dividual whenever it mentioned his name, and tombstoneé were

often engraved with the titles of the deceased. If & men had

10. Ibid., p. 57-58. ‘extenbvaker, g:‘g. in Va., p. 54.



two titles, hoth were usually given, such as Colonel William

11 A .
Byxrd, Esguire. It was natural that a people striving for
social advancement should be jealous of their rank and take
every opportunity to emphasize it,

But regardless of their pride and desire for social
recognition, early Virginia aristocrots were "working gentry."
Though the plnnters shunned and avhorred manual lsabor, they
to0ok an active part in the management of their plantations.
While all plantations had overseers io su?ervise their orderly
woxking, it was the planter whe made the final selection of
seeds for planting, handled all suits and legal difficulties,
did the buying and selling of nécessury slaves, and transucted
all thie business withh Lnglish merchants., The sons of the
planters received fraining in their youth desiszned to enable
them to perform sustisfactorily the above tasks., Begides the
numerous duties of theixr estates, many planters were actively
enzaged in trade, the William Byrds, I and II, with their
lucrative Indian trade are the best exemples of .this type of
merchant-planter. Trode and business were not incompatible
with socisl aspirations in fhe seventeenth and early eighteenth
centuries, as the "taint to trade" found in later years did
not then exist, in fact, business was a necessary concomitant

12
of plantation life, thile the combination of business

1l. Wertenbaker, 2. P. in Va., p. 55, Jones, The Present
State of Virginia, p. 62.

12, Urignt, Op. Cik., pp. D7-58, 159.




endeavor and social amnition seems strange and unnatural to us,
it was not so to colonial Virginians, many of whom achieved
success in both fields without any apparvent disturbance to
mind or dienity.

Becuouse the plsnters paid attention to bhusiness and

-

looked carefully after their financial condition, they were
wealthy men, perhaps not wealthy by our standords today but
rich by those of yesteryear. The planters concentrated their
attention on tobacco, their extensive acres and resulting
larze crops and the low cost of production made possihle by
slavery, combined with a demand for Virginis tobacco in
Burope to create profits for the producers year after year.
The symhols of wealth in Virginia were land and slaves,
particulnrly land. It was necessary to have many sacres be-
cause tohacco fields were exhausted in a few years and methods
of restoring them unknown or not used. Therefore, efforts on
the part of the leading plinters to secure additional land
were necessary and sane tremendous estates were created.
Ronert "King" Carter anassed the astonishing‘total of 300,000
acres, Williem Byrd II left holdinzs amounting to over
179,000 acres, and the first illiam Fitzhugh, 54,000 acres.

There were numerous others who omed estaotes equelly as large

or larger. Carter also left at his death anout 1000 slaves

o

and 10,000 pounds, consideranle fortune today and a tre-
mendous one then. Around 1704, there were ten to thirty suc-

cessful planters on each of the four great Virginia rivers,
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13
a number increased several times furing the next fifty years.

This possession of wealth instilled in the planters
a love of luxury 2nd show. As they attained financial indepen=
dence and success, they endeavored to gather to themselviz the
trappings of gentility. They took pride in their homes,
building themselves mansions of brick and wood famous today for
their heauty of structure and design, and furnishing them with
expensive furniture, tapestries and silwerware imported fronm
England. Iany collected books {(mostly for gtilitarian rurposes,
rarely for show) and had libraries ot fair size, the largest
and nost complete in colonial Virginia bhelonging to Richard Lee
of Ilount Pleasant, Robert Carter of Corotoman, and Villiam
Byrd II, of Vestover. Iany families desired and secured a
coat armor, that colorful bhadze of socisal distinction, from the
College of Heralds in London. Plonters collected portraits of

their families and of famous persons, the halls and rooms of
Shirley, Testover, and other monsions containing many beautiful
and valuable paintings. These were often embellished with the

family armor as was the silver plate gathered so avidly by the

13. Irid., pp. 71, 153, 242, 346. ‘Vertenhoker, Planters of
Colonial Virsinia, p. 157.

14, The earliest type of liouse huilt wos one with grester
width than depth, the number of rooms wrying from five
or six to eighteen or twenty. The rooms most freguently
mentioned in docunsnts of the time were the hall, parlor,
parlor chamber, porch chsmbder, the room over the parlor
chamber, hall room, shed room, garrets, and closets,

The hall was offttimes used as the dining room and for
general purposes. Shtanard, Coloninl Virginia, Its people
and Custans, p. 75. Fiske, Op. Cit., pp. 223-224,
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planters. While material for the negroes' clothes and the
children's play suits was made on the plantation, garments for
the ladies and gentlemen of the foamily were imported from bng-
land, linens, woolens, silks, huts, leather, all bheing purchased
abroad. Colors were gay osnd brisht for both male and female
attire, and both sexes *took care to keep up with the latest
London fashions. @Husgh Jones in his book on Virginia spoke of
the people as wearing the best of clothes according to their
station, sometimes the dress exceeding the station., Jewelry
was popular with the ladies; rings, watches, brooches, hrace=-
lets, necklaces, lockets, being the most common pieces and oftén
very expénsive. Planters adopted the code of the English coun=
try gentlemen as their own and *tried to live their lives accord-
ing to its standards. W¥Wealth helped to speed them on their way
to the physical accoutrements of gentility, but it also created
within them a love of luxury ond show that sometimes hampered

15
their prozress.

One of the more notable characteristics of the
colonial Virgiﬁian, vas his hospitality. Virginia has been
celebrated far and wide in fact and fiection, for the bounti-.
fulness of her generosity nnd the freedom with vhich it is
given., Courtesy to travelers was of prime irmportance fto the
colonial inhabitants, They shared everything with the styunger,

putting the hest focds hetfore him, giving him a comfortable

15. Wright, Op. Cit., passim. Stenard, Op. Cit., p. 210.
Beverley, Op. Cit., p. 255. Jones, Op. Cit., p. 43.

|
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bed, lending him s horse for travel, in short, everything to
put nim at ease and fo make his staybenjoyable. The families
that refused the customary courtesy to passers-by were little
thouzht of by their neighbors, and such an action lowerinzg the
reputation so‘greatly that if seldom occurred. Many families
when leaving for an extended trip, left orders for the servants

16
to entertain any travelers passing by during their absence,

|

Iichel and Fontaine nake frequent reference in their journals
to the generosity of the Virginians to passing strangers.

Amons the many rules aond customs governing the life
of the Znglish gentry was one requiring that the gentlemen
perform certain duties for the étate: political, military, and
religzious. The Virginia colonists in adopting the gentry pat-
tern of life as their own, accepted this requirement without
complaint. The planters performed numerous and tedious tasks
of service, performed them creditably and willingly. They
served &s sheritfs, justices of the peace, were elected to the
Housze of Burgesses, and served by eppointment on the Counecil.
The names of all the prominént plsntefs appear on the council
rolls, William 3yrd, I and II, Philip Ludwell, James Blnir,
Iann Paze, 'lathaniel Harrison, William Bassett, Robert Carter,
all serving from time %o time. Among the military duties

expected of the gentlenen, was the serving as officers of the

colonial militia, as naval offizers on the Virginis rivers,

16. Beverley, Op. Cit., p. 277.
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and an irksome policing duty occasionally. Their religzious
duties included serving as vestrymen and chuxrch wardens and
appearinz as models of correct conduct, igforcing the Sabbhath
laws and decency among the parishioners.- The inconvenience
of such duties fto the upper classes seemed to have deterred
none from trying to rise in tlie social scale,

Yodern historians hove recently subjected to scrutiny
the litersry inferests and abilities of the colonial Virginia
aristocracy. As a class; the Virginia planters have heen much
ceasored for their appuarent lack of interest in things literary,
and their failure to produce literary figures of any magnitude.
But the Virginia aristocrots wefe not ignorant bumpkins by eny
means, 3 an examination of their library cntalogues and of
the hooks they read will show them to have heen intelligent
men and women, Of course, possession of & bhoolk does not mean
it was read, but colonial Virginians would hardly nave purchased
books for ornsment or display considering the cost of impofting
them and the exactments of life in the colony in those days.

Tne libraries were not 1argé, it is true, bu£ they'included works
of educational and practibal'value to their owners.

Books found in celonial libraries usually fell into
one of the following categories: religion, law, science,

nistory, politics and government, elementary educational

works (textbooks), social aspirations, rules, and customs,

17. Wright, Op. Cit., »p. 64-68.
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and belles lettres, The first two classes were the most
important, snd the last mentioned, the least, Virginians read-
ing mainly for personal advancement and little for pleasure.
In the field of belles lettres, one Tinds poetry, plays, and
romances. Cowley was more pdpular then lilton and Shakespeare
is not as well represented s some minor playwrights. John
Donne's poéms were popular, nlso the poetry and romances of
several writers with small claim fto posterity.

Religious works formed the 1argest section of most
livraries, @ehief omong these works were the Bible and the

Book of Common Prayer. Amonz thie boocks were Lewis Bayly's

The Pracﬁice gi Piety and works by Calvert and other religious
leaders, Law was the next most povulur division. The works
of Justinius, Grotius, Bacon were represented in nunerous
collections. The plonters were freguently involved with legal
matters and sought to incrense their knowledge of lew by resd-
ing., Colonial Vivginia aristocrats ovmed the best works on
lows to be found during thnt period.

The ancients were Well represented as seventeenth
and eighteenth century geﬁtlemen censidered a ¥nowledze of the
classics o necessary part of their education. The works of
Cicero, Quintilion, Aristotle, Aelienus, Pliny, Seneca,
Plutarch, Homer, Virgil, Suetonius, etec., were freqguently
ment ioned in documents, wills and library catalogues. His-
terisns most offten read were Sir Walter Haleigh, Sir Thomas

Iloore, Captain John Smith, snd others. Colonial gentlemen
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collected scientific works by the outstanding writers of the
day, they read the leading works on politics and government,
they possessed many books of travel, in short, they possessed
more diversified libraries than was commonly bhelieved.

P. A. Bruce estimates the number of book ovmers by
1700 at 1000, This included those persons owning only one
book as well ss those with large libraries, bhut the fipgure
still is a respectsable one vhen all conditions are considered.
The size of individual libraries did not indicate the extent
of its owner's reading as books were freguently borrowed and
loaned, Thus the planters exchanged titles foreign to their
ovn collection and broudened their intellect accordingly.
This generosity in lending books also gave the lesser planfers,
unable to purchase books of their own, sn opportunity to
acguire information and increase their knowledge. The general
conclusion of the recent studies of the literary interest of
the early Virginians seems to be thut the colonial aristocrats
were more interested in litersture and better read than they

.18

were formerly credited to be,

While the Virgiﬁia éristocracy did not produce any
out standing writers, it did show several historians and a
diarist of considerable abhility. The histories of Robert
Beverley II, Hugh Jones, ond James Blair, besides being of

historical value, are written in a manner pleasing to

18, Wright, Op. Cit., Chap. v.
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twentieth century readers. Villiam Byrd II wrote several
interestinz snd entertaining accounts of travels and exper=-
iences that prove he had no little literary falent. IHis diary,
soon %o he published, will probably do for colonial Virginia
what Pepy's did for Restoration London. “hile the number of
writers is small, the gquality of their work is of a caliber
to ensure them of a permenent plece in American literature.
Hugh Jones, writing in 1724, said the comrmon planters
led easy lives, the only exercise they admired was horse racing,
the only diversion, cockfighting. Jones described the saddle
horses as being hardy, strong, and fleet, not very large, but
capablg of pacing naturally and.pleasantly at a prodigious
rate, Horse racing was extremely popular in the middle and
end of the eignteeath century, but there seems to have been no
organized racint in the spotswood era. Gentlemen matched
their favorite steeds against rivals for sport and tor money,
the length and kind of race =nd the handiecops involved bheing
determined by the individuals concerned, but there were no
established race courses, né regulations, no standard meets,
races, or prizes, no orgénization of racing as a sport at all.
Riding wos listed among the necessary accomplishments
of a gentleman and everyone cloiming such rank was expected to
have skill in horsemanship. Xven the poorest planters took

pride in their horses and riding ability. Riding was enjoyed
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by all classes and all ages, the children learning while =still
young. Jones tells of seeins Virginians range several miles

over fields and woods to catoh their horses, only to ride two
20
or three miles,

Pl

The young people were gquite fond of chasing the wild
peop e

o

norses, then fairly numserocus in Virginia, a sport filled with

excitement and oftfimes dinger. These wild horses were not of

mucih value if coaught, but the chase was great fun even if a good
21

mount was nearly ruined in the proceedings.

A favored pastime omong men from the earlie=t stone
age to the present ftime has been hunting and fishing. Hunting
was the sport most favored by .he country gentlemen, a hearty
rather than a formal sport. Tith the Enalish gentry, the use
of hounds, hawks, and cuns was common, these practices being
imitated by the Virginia hunters. 1In Virginia, the op;ortunif
ties offeréd for hunting and the omount of game svailoble was
great. One did not have %o travel faor to find deer, wolves,
besrs, wild bHosrs, raccoons

2
wild fowl, and other came.

squirrels, rabbits, meny types of

D~

The planters used to hunt deer by stalkin~g thenm, g
practice leamned from the Indians.. They slso taousht it to

their horses, the planters hiding hehind their horses until

20. Ibid., p. 49. T“right, Cp. cit., p. 86.

21, Hinke, ™. J., transletor and editor, "Report of Journey
of Francis Louis Michel from Merne, Switzerlsond, to
Virginis, October 2, 1701 - December 1, 1702," Va. lug.
Hist. v 24, p. 298,

22, Hinke, Loc. Cit., p. 37. ‘iright, Op. Cit., pp. 11-12, 85,

————

x
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close to the deer. Sometines ther would chop down trees in
the patihs of the deer and hide in the foliage until deer came
near, Another practice used was to place stakes near fences
thot deer were accustomed to leap (deer were fond of many
garden plants raised by the colonists and‘seem to have often
entered sardens in search of food) and to remove the upper
paerts of the fence., Any deer jumping in such a spot was 'im-
paled upon the stakes,

Hares used to be hunted afoot snd with dogs. If not
caught soon by the dozs, they were eventually holed or treed
and smoked out by smudge fires. At night, vemmin were hunted,

the vermin of colonial days heing raccoons o'possums, and

foxes. The hunter set out afoot with three or four small dogs.

YWhen their bark was heard, the gome had been treed and the
23

sport over,
Feathered game was just as sbundant and varied as

were the animals. There were eagles, turkeys, wild geese and

ducks, snipes snd numerous waterfowls, and partridges so tame

23. Beverley, Op. Cit., pp. 272-273. TFoxes were nunted in
colonisal Virginia as vermin and pests., It was several
decades hefore fox hunting became a social sport,

Wright, Op. Cit., p. 85. Hunting of wolves was also a
frequent occupation, there being many in the Virginia
uplands. they were also a pest and there was a law
giving rewards for all wolf heads with the ears on turmed
in to the proper authorities. The ears were removed when
the head was produced to prevent anyone from taking ad-
vantage of the law., Jones, Op. Zit., p. 51. Sometimes,
planters placed baited pBuns in the woods to trap wolves,
the gun going off when the wolf touched the bait,
Beverley, Cp. Cit., p. 274,
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as to be seen often eating with the chickens, truly enough
variety o satisfy the most avaricious bird hunter,

Unlike the modern hunter, the Wimrod of this period
was not restricted by many complex game laws., There was no
special "hunting season," noklimit to the number of quarry,
no limit to the size or sex of the game, in facf, none of the
regulations covering the sport today. The only law was one
forbidding hunting on private land, but giving the hunter per-
mission to follow wounded game ggto another's land to secure
it without fear of prosecution.w

¥ishing, the companion sport of hunting, likewise

received the same affection from the male porulation. The

@

small streams of Virginia were excellent fishing hasunts and
frequented by maeny colonial Isaac Waltons. rish were cuuzsht
by trolls, seines, costing nets, settling nets, hand fishing,
26

and by angling. The catch was plentiful and varied: trout,
bass, sunfish, and perch dcninating. Like its companion
sport, fishinz wis free from any government control. o
regulations existed 28 to the size or number of fish caught
in actuality or in the teiling.

There was an incradible amount of 1iqﬁor consured
in colonial virginia as drinking =eems to have been a frequent

and favorite pastime. There was some drunkenness among the

24, Hinke, Loc. Cift., p
25. Heming, v. 3, p. 3
26. Beverley, Op. Cit., p. 274,
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gentry but few records of any gentlemen sots. Visits, trips,
or gatherings of any sort vere used as excuses for drinking
parties, tvo together being considered a sufficient number %o
start. Of course, all gentlemen subscribed to the principle
of modexration in all things,‘but modexration, in drinking
especislly, was judzed by a liberal standard.a

For small drink, Virginians used wine and water,
beer, milk and water, oxr just plain water, Tor strong drink,
they had ladeira wine, ciderlmobby punch, brandy, wine and
strong beer. when the varieties of wines, beers and bréndy
are cons 1dered colonial drinkers had a wide éhoice of hever-
ages from which to select,

Some planters made small beer from cskes of native
persimmons or with malt imported from England, little being
raised in Virginia. The poorer classes also made beer from
bran, molasses, potatoes, and Indian corn. Jones speaks of
molasses beer as an extraordinary brisk, good-aastedzéiquor
nade at a cheap rate withh little trouble in brewing. llalt
liquors were not as much regarded as were wine, sack, brandy,
rum, and punch of various kinds,

The planters enjoyed sherry, Yadeira, Bordeaux red
wine and other French wines, Rhineland vhite wines, other

Buropean wines, especially port and claret, rum, cognac, cider,

heer, brandy, punch, and mixed drinks. lMuch cider was made

27. ‘al!right’ -920 C t ppo 88"910

28. Beverley, Op. Ci%t., p. 254. Jones, Op. Cit., p. 52.
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in Vlrglnlazgnd apple=jack and peach brandy distilled in large
quantities, )

Planters %took pride in keeping their cellgrs well
stocked with good liquors and in serving them to friends and
guests., Temperance was included among the cardinal virtues
of a gentleman but temperance in those days meant moderation,
not total abstinence as it does today. As moderation was
Judges by o libernl standard, Virginia gentlemen did not have
to stint tiiemselves in their drinking.

The Virginia aristocrats' propensity for gambling
wWos noforlouu, but it was accepted as a respectable vice.
Gamblers played cards and rolled dice, often =t all night
parties, and bet at the slightest opportunity on gomes, fights,
races, o anything strikine their fanecy. he stokes were oft-
times hish, the players sometimes risking their estates, ser-
vants, Jjewels, crops, or other valusbles., Geming was the
outstanding vice of the gentyry, there being no socinl stimma
attaclied to it, "hile the spoxt itself was +olpr1uev, cheating
gt it, if detected, was enoﬁgn to exclude the offender from

3 B
decent society.do Gambling scon reached such proportions and
became so greve a menace to society, thot restrictions were

needed. Accoxrdinzl in 1728, there was pvassed an "act for
= ? H .b‘

preventing excessive and deceitful gaming," an act, let us

29. Beverley, Op. Cit., p. 254. Tiske, Op. Cit., pp. 2289-230,
Jonen, fOp. Cit. .
30. Wright, Opg. Cit
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3 :
hope, that proved effective. As taverns end inns were the
usual resorts for gomes ond gambling, keepers of such houses
were fined for allowing excessive gaming on their premises,
an act with a considerahble loop hole provided by the inter-

‘ )
pretation put upon the word excessive. ? The most notorious
of the colonisl gentlemen gomblers was William Byrd III,
scion of one of the rmost prominent Vireginia fomilies, socially
and politicolly. This third Byrd by his dissipations and
reckless gambling, squandered the fortune amassed by his
father snd grandfather, almost managing to lose even the
beautiful family home, Westover. That bhit of property on
the James, however, was the only parcel of the 179,000 acres

33

William Byrd III inherited thnt he did not lose..

Jones, in his history, called cockfighting the only
diversion in which colonial planters had an interest, This
was a well liked sport in Virgzinis, but there are not as many

records of cockfights as social events in the earlier period
as there are for the last half of the eighteenth century.

While cockfighting was primarily a sport for gentlemen, it

31
never became a monopoly of theirs, as any person possessing
a brace of cocks could invite anyone he plensed to see them
Tight., These colonicl zockfizhrts were bloody affairs as

34
precautions and safegusards used now were then unknown,

31, Henning, v. 4, p. 214.

32. Ihid., v. 3, p. 398.

33. Vright, Op. Cit., p. 327.

34, Jones, Op. Cit., p. 48. Vright, Op. Cit., p. 87.
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Some ability in music was considered creditable and
included smong the accomplisiments of o gentlemsan. Ability
to sing or play an instrument was admired if the pexrformex
was not too proficient, as proficiency in any field cuaused the
gentleman to be considered too ruch the professional, Stringed
instruments were preferred to wind instrum%gts as the latter
puffed out the cheekg in a wvulgar fashlon.‘ It is not knovm
how many of the Virginia sristocracy were gifted with musical
ability, but doubtless many possessed passable talents along
this_line.

Singing was a pleasant form of entertainment in those
days, evenings in the home being often enlivened by this mesns.
The large families of early Virginia made possible duets, trios,
quartets, rounds, as well as solos and group singing., lusic in

36
the home was also a part of the art of courting. Congreve
has said, "llusic hath charms to sooth the savage breast;" can-
not it also capture the hearts of loved ones? llany a courtship
was brought to a successfull conclusion by the magic spell of
music.

lany and varied were the instruments mentioned in
documents of colonial times, chief among them being the spinnet,
virginal, harpsichord, and clavichoxrd; viol, violin, violin=
cello, bass viol, flute, fife, oboe, ITranch horn, guitar, bugle,

and trumpet; jewsharp; and bass and snare drums. The violin

3%, VWiright, Cp. Cit., p. 10
36. Bwing, The Spoxrts of Colonisl Williemshurg, p. 18.
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was of mor importance than a2ll of the others together.

Dancing wos the amusement most indulged in by all
classes throughout the colonial era. To be ignorant of how to
dance was to display a lack of good breeding, as one of the
desired accomplishments of a gentleman was the ability to dance
wvell, It was a necessary acconplishment for anyone wishing to
enter at all into the social life of the colony. Therefore,
instruction wes given to the children of the lesding families
and to anyone else desiring it. One of the Tirst dencing
schools mentioned (1716) was that of ™illiam Livingston who
was allowed to teach dancing at Villiam and Kar% College until

3
his school in.Williamsburg could be conpleted.

The usual dances of the time were stately minuets,
marches . (danced occasionally at formel balls), liwely and
colorful jigs and reels, and various country dzmces.:59 The
yoﬁng peorle evinced great interest in learning the newest

t e and the latest wvaristions. One can hear the flatterers

N
fc"
¥/}

of both sexes, "You dance divinely."

The members of the council of Alexander Spotswood
represent the leaders of'the'colony's social and political
life. They were typical of the haughty, wealthy aristocracy,

jeanlous of its position and power, that was evolving in

37. Ibid., pp. 17-18.

38. Wright, Op. Cit., p. 82. "Proceedings of the Visitors of
William and lary College, 1716," Va. llog. Hist., v. 4,
p. 169.

39. S‘tan&l‘d, _QR. Cit;, Pp. ]-49-1410
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Virginia. The leaders during the Spotswood era were men like
William Byrd II, Philip Ludwell, James Blair, lMann Page I,
William Bassett, Rohert "King" Carter, William Fitziugh i1,
Robhert Beverley II, and others of equal importance. ° All
of these men were weulthy, pbssessing extensive lands, owning
many slaves, und awelling in lovely houses riechly furnished.
They lived in the menner of the linglish country gentry even
to the extent of modeling their behavior on the pattern of
the English gentlemen, William Byrd II probably being most
successful of all in aping the EZnglish manner of life. All,
however, were proud of their accomplishments and conscious
of their position as the soccial and politicallleaders of the
Virginis colony.

By the time of Spotswood, the social strats of
Virginia had become definitely marked, snd society was begin=-
ning to assume the lines that were to distinguish it in later
years. The aristocratic form of Virginia szciety proceeded
from economic, social and politicul causes. : Society was
affected economically by the land and servitude systems
found in Virginis,. Sociélly; the ideals, and to some extent,
the blood of the knglish country gentry influenced it. On
the political side, it was shaped by the system of appoint-

ment to office, a system leaving little room for democracy.

40, Names from The Legislative Journals of the Council of
Virginia, w. 1, passim.
41, Bassett, Op. Cit., p. ix.
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From the moulding of these three causes, came the aristocracy

of which Virginia is so proud.



CEAPTIR 111

WILLIAISBUKRG AUD SOCIAL LIFL

Today, mention of Williamshurg brings to mind a city
of the past, hut in Spotswoodt's day, Villiamshurg was very
much a city of.the present, a small but active little fown,
the hub of things political and the center of life social. As
capital of Virginia, the largest, most populous, and most im=-
portant British colony at the beginning of the eighteenth
century, it was of equal if not grester importance than llew
York or Philadelphis; it was the center of the economiec,
gocial, and political life of the weulthiest of the British-
American possessions. To complete this series of paradoxes,
"1illiamshurg in colonial days derived its recognition and
position from the importance of Virginia; tdday, Virginie
capitalizes on the fame and attraction of restored Williams-
burg.

Jamestown, the first permanent English settlement
in America, 1607, was salso the first capital of Virginia.

Durinz its tenure as the seat of government, it had acquired

a bad reputation for malaria and had had two destructive fires,

After the last one, little effort was made to restore the
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town and plans were started to secure the removal of the
caopital to a better location., Accordingly, Middle Plantation
wes named the new site of Virginia's capital in 1699, its

name heing changed to Williamsburg in honor of William III,

the reigning king of England. Governor Nicholson EL690-1693;
1698-170§] Plenned to lay out the towvn in the shape of a ﬁ

and M, but this plan was soon abandoned.1 Williamsburg seems
to have thrived from the first, growing steadily and gracefully
in size and importance.

The Virginia General Assembly in the law providing
for the establishment of the new capital, set aside 220 acres
for the city and made provisioﬁ for the creation of two portis
for the town, one to be built on Queen's Creek flowing into
the York River, and to be called Queen lMary's Port, and one
on Archer's Hope Creek leading to the James River and to be
called Princess Anne Port. The success of these ports must
have been small for little subsequent mention is made of
either of them. The law named Lewis Burwell, Philip Ludwell,
Jr., Benjamin Harrison, Jr., James Whaley, Hugh Norwell, and
Mongo Ingles as the firsf trustees of Williamsburg.

This same act also named the main street Duke of
Gloucester Street and divided the land incorporated in the
city into half-acre lots. It specified that all houses on

the main street should front alike, none to be placed nearer

l. Fiske, Op. Cit., p. 121,
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than six feet to the thoroughfare, and that &ll buildings
should be of at least a ten foot pitch.2 These restrictions
were largely responsible for the orderly end uniform develop~ .
ment of Willismsburg from its inception to the end of the
colonial era,

The main thoroughfare, a "broad, noble street," ran
eust and west for about three quarters of a mile between the
College at the western end and the Capitol st the eastern.
Yidway of the street was a large brick church also fronting
on a wide avenue, Palace Stireet, leading northward to the
Governorfs Palace. These buildings were described by a con-
temporary as the best in all knglish America and exceeded by
few of their kind in England.'3 This tribute speaks well for
the ycung town, indicating rapid strides from an insignificant
village o a dignified city.

liiddle Plantation became the second college town in
the United States when it was chosen as the site of the

' College of William and Mary in 1693. The fact that it was the
seat of the only institution of higher learning in the colony
was one of the determinihg fdctors in its selection as the
capital of Virginia. The main building of the school was the
only important and imposing structure existing in the town

wnen the government arrived in 1699.

The cornerstone of this building, first designed by

2. Henning, v. 3, pp. 422, 423, 420,
3. Jones, Op. Cit., pp. 28,30,31.
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Wren, noted English architect, and adapted to the nature of
Virginia by several competent gentlemen, was laid in 1695.
The building is distinguished not solely for its dignified
beauty, but because it is-the only one in America credited to
the work of Ingland's famous Kestoration architect, Sir
Christopher Wren. This fact alone would place it in the list
of America's famous buildings. This interesting structure, a
brick building with s c&pola, was 136 feet long in front and
faced due east. A large wing-with a handsome hall ran back
from the north end. Answerable to this, a south wing was to
built containing a chapel and the two wings to be connected
by a spdcious piazza. The building was approached by a good
walk leading to a grand entvsnce by steps. Nearby was a house
for the Indian maester and his scholars, together with the
usual outhouses. Good courts and gardens were laid out about
the buildings; there was a iarge pasture enclosed like a park,
and about 150 acres of land adjoining for occasional uses of
the College faculty and students.

The College of William and l'ary is & tribute to the
energy, perseverance, and foresight of the Reverend James
Blalr, commissary of Virginié from 1685 to 1744, This man
revived the long dormant idea of a college in Virginija, and
by ceaseless efforts and unconqueresble spirits secured the
support of leading men both in England eand the colony for his
project. Success caﬁe in 1693, when William III and Queen

Mary granted a charter for the establishment of a college in
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Virginia. Blair was named first president, to serve for
life, and governor Hicholson snd seventeen otners were ap-
pointed by the Assembly to the Board of Trustees. A coat of
arms was issued by the Colleée of Heralis in 1694, the only
one ever issued to an American college.

Williem and Mary flourished from the start, but has
been ravaged by fire and war on several occasions, The first
fire destroyed the main building in 1705, the college remaining
in this deamaged condition until Alexander Spotswood led in its
repuilding and restoration during the early yeuis of his ad-
ministration. The faculty until 1712, consisted of the presi-
dent, a groammar master, a writing master, and an usher. 1In
the latter year, a matheriatics professor was added,; in 1729
there were six professors on the faculty. The first commencg-
ment was held in 1700, the exercises moking a gala occasion.
The College was one of the leading landmarks of Villiamsburg
throughout the colonial period.

At the opposite end of the Duke o1 Sloucester Street
was the Capitol, built during the governorship of TFrancis

Kicholson, and the first building to be so-called in America,.

It was a brick edifice, adorned with a cupola and a large

4, The William &nd l'ary Collese coat of arms: Vert a college
or edifice or, masoned ppr., in chief the rising son or,
the hemisphere of the third, or "On a green field a college
building of silver with a golden sun, showing hsalf its orb,
riging above it.," Tyler, Williamsbhurg, the 01d Colonial
Capital, p. 120,

5. Fiske, Op. Cit., pp. 116-124., Jones, Op. Cit.,

N I—‘O 120‘ _Q’é'g‘) Ve 2, pc 335-336.
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clock, and built in the fomm of an H nearly, the south end of
the wings being rounded. Below stairs, the secretary's office
and the couftroom of the General Court occupied one wing. The
middle was a handsome portico and the other wing contained the
office of the clerk of the Assembly and the meeting chamber of
the I‘ouse of Burgesses. Xach wing contained a wide handsome
staircase. Over the portico was a conference room where prayers
were read by the chaplain fo the General Assembly. Other rooms
upstairs were the council's chamber, a lobby, the offize of the
council clerk, several chombers for committees, and seversl
offices for government officials. The use of fire, candles,
and tobacco was prohibited in the building bhecause of danger of
fire. The Capitol which was surrounded by a neat area enclosgd
by a good brick wall, was huilt at the expense of Yueen Anne,
Holfway between the College und the Cupitol on the
Duke of Gloucester Street, stood Bruton Church, a large piece
of brickwork in the form of a cross, on a site that had been
occupied by a parish church since the early years of I'iddle
Plantation., In 1710, the vestry declared that the church was
in a ruinous condition aﬁd aéked aid of the Assembly in build-
ing a new one. A draft of the proposed new church was adopted
in ¥Yarch, 1712, calling for a huilding 75 feet long (the
governor to build 22 feet), and 28 feet wide, the church wall

to be 23 feet high. The General Assembly gave ftwo wings, 19

6. Jones, Op. Cit., pp. 28-30. Tyler, Op. Cit., p. 21.
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feet by 22 feet, and the total cost of the entire building
being estimated at 500 pounds or $J10,000. Under the direction
of contractbr James Ilforris, the structure was finished in 1715
and shingled in 1717.

Also in 1710, the vestry had elected Jomes Blair,
Commissaxry in Virsginia of the RBishop of London, as minister
of Bruton Church. He capably filled this post over & long
span of years after being chosen from a lorge field of con-
testants for the position.

There was no church bhell in the tower until 1711,
when Spotswood, always interested in its welfare, presented
the church w;th the bell from the shipwrecked English man-o!'-
war Garland. This bell tolled the parishioners to service
and heralded importunt events for many years,

Horthward from Bruton Church at the end of Palace
Street was the Governor's Palace, a mognificant building and
the residence of Vvirginia's royol governors until the revolution.
This mansion, huilt at public expense, was beautified with gates,
fine gardens, offices, walks, a fine canal, a pond, and orchsxds.
The building itself was of brick, decorsated plainly and with
dignity, and topped with a cupola as were the other large build
ings of Williamsburg. TFrancis icholson's government passed

the act for building the Palace and appropriated 3000 pounds

7. Goodwin, W.A.R., An Historiecal Sketch of 3Bruton Church,
pp. R7, 33-35., Jones, Op. Cit., p. 30. Tyler, Op. C;t.,
Pp. gg-gg.
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for its construction. Henry Cary was appointed master builder
and the work was formally finished around 1720, Spotswood on
his arrival found the work well advanced, enough so that the
governor could reside there, but construction at a halt. He
immediately had work resumed, hut it was almost the end of his
g :
term of office when it was completed. The Palace was & show
place of Williaﬁsburg until its destruction during the war for
~independence.

One of the old town's most interesting structures is
the Powder Horn or llagazine built in 1714, again at the insti-
sation of Governor Spotswood. It was built of brick laid in
Flemish bond and had octogon sides with a roof topering to a
peint, the walls being 22 inches thick. The Horn was surrounded
by a brick wall ten feet high, octagonal and 21 feet cistant
from and parallel to the sides of the building. It was situated
far from any house, except the James Town County cogrthouse, to
prevent excessive destruction in case of explosion..

Hot far from the Cuapitol was the public prison, a
large and convenient structure. There was a partition to sepa=-

ate the sexes and also distinct rooms for petty offenders,
Plus a yard for airing the prisoners. On the opposite side of

this open court was a flat-roofed prison for debtors, but such

prisoners were very rare as creditors were merciful and the

8. Goodwin, R., Williamsburg in Virginia, third edition, p. 23.
Jones, Op. Cit., p. 31. Imsh. Hdbk., pp. 68-69.
8. Tyler, Cp. Cit., p. 222,

———e
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laws were favorable. This jeil, also built of brick, was re-
paireg and later enlarged during the administration of S?ots-
woode. °

In the center of the town was a large vacant area
reserved as a market place. Illere were held the big trade markets
of Williamsburg, fairs, and public celebrations. unear this area
were located a play house and a bowling green (after 1716),11
both popular amusement centers for the inhabitants.

From the above description of the town and its build-
ings, it would seem that Alexander Spotswood had a large share
in the construction and beautification of the town. Besides
rebuilding the College and Bruﬁon Church, completing the Palace,
and building the Powder Horn, he caused several $§ly ravines
crossing Duke of Gloucester Street to be filled.*Q Spotswood, as
governor of Virginia resident in ¥Williamsburg, was naturally the
first citizen of the towm, but his interest in civic affairs and
his many public works prove him worthy of his distinctive posi-
tion and won for him the support and adoration of the populace.

The Duke of Gloucester Street was.a wide avenue
traversing the entire léngth of the city, Parallel to it on
either side were streets not as long or as broud, and at proper
distonces were small cross streets for communication, These

streets were nomed after different divisions of the British

empire, members of the royal family, and outstanding figures

10. Beverley, Op. Cit., p. 250. Jones, Op. Cit., p. 30.
1l. Jones, Qp. Cit., p. 31.
12. Tyler, Ov. D, 24.
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of the colonial government, names colorful and reminders of
the inhabitants' English heritage., There was an Zngland Street,
a 3cotland Street, others named for Ireland, luassau, France;
one found (end finds) a Queen Street, a Prince George Street;
there was Botetourt Street and Francis and Yicholson Streets,
all named for former governors; and all are suzggestive of

13
Williamshurg'!s past history.

The town was laid out in lots or square portions
sufficient for both a house and garden. This made for detach=-
ment in construction, a feature tendinz to increase the light
and ventilation of the houses. Some of the private dwellings
were built of brick, but most were of timber, a story and a
half high and painted white. The houses were dry snd warm in
winter and cool in summer, provided there were enough windows
to draw the air.

Several good families resided in the town, and many
more stayed there in their own houses during public times.

The Ludwell family lived in the Ludwell-Poradise house (built
1702-1711) when they came to illiamsburg. kSeveral other
aristocratic families bﬁilt large towm houses with several
rooms on a floor, big rooms bheing the favorite of many. The
kitchens were built apart from the house, showing an abundance
of house servants; servants of those days bheing either Bnglish,

Irish, Scotch, or Negro.

13, Jones, Op. Cit., p. 30. ¥illiomsburg, Virzinia, map.
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The inhahitants lived in the same mamner, dressed in
the same modes, and behaved in general as did the genfry in
London. Illost fami%ies of any note possessed a coach, chariot,
berlin, or chaise, The traveling of Williamsburg streets
must nave been enjoyable, what with stiffling dust in dry
weather and clogging mud in wet., The leading citizens during
the period were Colonel FHathaniel Harrison, Benjamin Iarrison,
i/illiam Cocke, secretary of state in the later years of
Spotswood's administrotion, sArchibald Blair, o physicisn, his
brother Jemes, rector_of Bruton Church and president of the
College, and representatives of fthe Burwell, lTorwell, Ingles,

' 15
and Wholey families,

The centers of illimmshurg social life, excluding
the private homes, were the taverns of the town. In their
congenial stmosphere were spent many hours in drink and talk,
the tavern beinsg the best place to hear and spread the latest
news and gossip. Tal¥ of the newest govermment crises and
practicsl remedies for them was heard at all hours of the day
or night. Less serious patrons engaged in singing and dancing
from time to *ime. Hildrity, stinulated by the drinking and
singing and fellowship, was the usual mood of the evenings,

The chief cttraction of the taverns for the tomns-

people vwas the drinking. Englishmen have ever been notorious

14, Beverle Cit., pp. 250-251. Jones, Op. Cit., vp. 22-
23, 32.

v, L2
15. Tyler, Op.

Cit., p. 24.
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as heavy drinkers and as the colonists were English, there was
a tremendous amount of liquor consumed. The kinds of liquors
available were whiskey, rum, brandy, ale, beer, French wines,
I'adeira, port, claret, sherry, cider, punch, cognac, European
wines and mixed drinks.l6 A favorite drink of the period was
the ITegus, made by rubbing a small lump of sugar over a lemon
until’ it was well flavored, putting it (the sugar) into a heavy
glass, adding two feaspoons of lemon juice and pouring-it all
into a large wine glass of port or sherry. Next, boiling water
was added to fill the glass and grated nutmeg sprinkled on.top.17
People drank much in those days while talking about tem-
perance, but temperance to theﬂ meant moderation (judged by =
mighty liberal standard), rather than total abstinence,

The colonial fathers believed as we do today, that
some sort of regulation of the public houses was necessary for
an orderly society. Accordingly, immns were required %o have a
license before they could retail liquors. The penalty for not
having a license was a fine of 2000: pounds of tobacco.:LB

The people believed in a decorous observance of the
Sabbath. They did not disapprove of slight drinking on Sunday,
but they penalized heavily any over-indulgence. By law, any

tavern or inn could be suppressed by the oath of one reliable

witness, if the keeper allowed tippling or excessive drinking

16, See above, p. 44-46.
17. Bullock, Williamsburg Art of Cookery, p. 226.
18. Henning, v. 3, p. 396.
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on the Lord's day or on special religious days. And there was
danger of permanent suppression of the place if the board ex-
amining the charge saw fit. The same law provided similar
punishment forlgnn-keepers allowing excessive gaming in their
establishment. )

The chief amusements of the taverns were card games,
ninepins, dice, and, billiards, amusements similar to the
attractions in our present day roadhouses.zo The town sports
and gallants possessed the same love of play and gambling as
did the planter aristocracy, and the air of the tavern was
often charged with the tenseness of an exciting game oxr the
thrill of a close play. Billiards was a new game recently
introduced and the people were anxious to see it and try
their haﬁd at the sport. Hinepins, often called skittles, was
a transplanted English game, a favorite with the transplanted
Englishmen of Williamsburg. It was similar to our modern bowl-
ing and played indoors on an alley.21

Tavern rates and charzes were also rigidly prescribed
by law. From the annual meetings of the county justices every
March, came the decrees setting the schedule of prices, These
schedules were made to include liquors, lodgings, fodder,

provender, and pasture. The penaliy for violating this law

was the forfeiting and paying of 5000 pounds of tobacco. It

19. Ibid.
20. Stanard, Op. Cit.

Lilk.,
21. EWing, 930 Cit', bp

————

p. 148.
. 23, 25.
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also reguired that a table of the legal rates be se£ up in a
prominent spot in the inn so that all patrons could see it.zz
This law helped to alleviate the curse of innkeepers over-
charging for services, but the keen proprietors sbon found
numerous ways to evade it and get more money from their cus-
tomers. .

The leading and most famous innkeepers of Williams-
burg during this period were lrs. lary Luke, Gabriel laupin,
and Jean larot, the latter two being French Illuguenot immigrants.gs

Williamsburg really came to lifé and assumed an sir
of gaity during public celebrations. Birthdays of the royal
majesty, coronation anniversaries, openings of the General
Assembly, and similar events were days of great excitement and
activity. Patriotic celebrations usually were accompanied by
cannon firing, fire arms and shooting being the practice on
such occasions, At the celebration of.a coronstion anniversary
of George I in October, 1719, Priemus, a Palace sexrvant, 1ozt
his right arm while firing the great guns of Williamsburg.z
One can hear Priemus now, exclaiming, "Great guns!” and worse.

During the afternoons of such days, the populace
paraded the stre=ts, passing from tavern to tavern, from drink

to drink. They passed their time with the regular amusements

of the town and watched the special entertainment provided,

22. Henning, v. 3, pp. 396, 399.
23. Hinke, W. J., Log. Cit., v. 24, p. 26,
24. Stanard, Op. Cit., ». 136.
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usually military maneuvers and shooting matches. The people
shouted and looked and drank and then repeated the cycle until
evening. |

As darkness came down, Williamsburg lignted up.
Lanterns were hung in the Palace and Capital cupolas, serving
as beacon lights to the milling throngs below, and bonfires
blazed in various sections of the town. Around these gothered
groups, constantly chenging, singing, and chearing, The natural
excitement and jubilance generated by the celebration was in-
tensgified by the custom of giving free liquor to the crowds.
To many, this was just cause for celebration in itself, The
kliquor stands were unceasingly surrounded by & showing, excited,
and thirsty crowd.

any public celebrations were climaxed by exhibitions
of fireworks which were thorousghly enjoyed and eagerly awaited
by the people. The managers of these shows, however, vrobahly
did not touch off as meny fireworks as did the dispensers of

25
the free liquor.

Toirs brought great stiy and bustle to the little
town. Conaidering the difficult means of communication of the
period, they were likely centers for the exchunge of ideas
between districts and for the gnthering and dispensing of news.
They were frequent in early Virginia, every fowvn and county

had certain days set aside for this annual event., To prevent

p. 31. Stposwood Letfers, v. 2, p. 284,

25. Jones, Op. Cit
p. 140.

*
Stanard, Op. Cit.,
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conflict between the various communities, the legislature
passed an act in 1705 setting specific dates for feirs in the
26 :
different settlements of the colony. This was of benefit
to both population and merchants.
The governor possessed the power to determine when
and where, for how long, or how many fairs were to be held in

27
Williamshurg. Those in the cupitel were doubtless held on

the lMarket Green, where towvnsmen as well as crowds from the

surrounding countryside were attracted by the colorful booths

and stalls set up by the traders from muny places. The

people were eager for necesgsities and little luxuries and

the merchants were just as eager fto sell to thenm,
Entertaimment ot English fairs of this period in-

cluded rope dancers, many nahtural curiosities on display, and

several plays acted in decorated hooths and there is no reason

to doubt that Virginia fairs had the same type of amusements,

After all, if jesters, tight rope dancers, and acrobats could

3

be hired for private entertainments, they more thun likely
23
appeared at public gatherings.~ At nicht there were bonfires,
and at really big fairs; fifeworks.
Virginians of the early eighteenth century were

just as smorous as sre those of the twentieth; flirtations

and love affairs were just as freguent then as now. Spring

26. Henninz, v. 3, pp. 416-417.

27, Ibid., p. 428.
28, Ashton, Socisl Tife in the gn of Queen Anne, pp. 190,

el
192, Wright, Op. Cit., p. 183.
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(or any season) and moonlight (plus flashing, gleaming eyes

and captivating smiles) played their familiar roles in early
Willi=amsburg rcmances, At this time, however, Virginians could
not end a happy flirtation with a quick marriange as is often
done today, this being prevénted by the marriage laws.

By an act of the General Assembly, no minister could
marry a couple without a license or who had not had banns
published three times. If the couple were from different
parishes, the banns had to be publishes in both places and
the minister had to have a certificate from each parish to
prove their publication. If no minister were available, the
banns could be published by the clerk or reader. Licenses
for marriage were issued by the clerk of the court of thé
county where the woman had her ususl residence, The minister's
punishment for performing an unlawful ceremony was imprisonment

for one year without bail or muinprize, and payrmznt of 500

=9

pounds of current Virginisa money. They were careful to see
that everything was in order before performing the ritual,
The fees for'ministers and clerks were 8lso
established by the same'law. The clerk of the county court
was paid five shillings or fifty pounds of tobaczco for
issuing a license. The minister received for the ceremony
twenty shillings or 200 pounds of tobacco if done by license,

and only five shillings or fifty pounds of tobacco if by

29. Henning, v. 3, yp. 441-442,
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banns. The minister or reader for publishihg and certifying
the bamns received one shilling, six pence or fifteen pounds
of tobacco, and the former had a right to all fees in his
parish, even if another were called for the ceremony, unless
he neglected or refused his offers.so Reluctance on the
part of ministeis to marry in parishes other than their own,
is understandable after reading this law.

Boys end girls becsme scquainted muech as they do
today, =t dances, while out fidinq or driwving, on walls and
in numerous other ways. The colonial proposal was a more
formal matter and a much more complicated one than the same
procedure today. The boy first told his father of the girl
ne loved, and the boy's father spoke to the girl‘s’fathef.
After consultations in which the two parents decided on the

ir respective children, the

D
H

estates they would bestow on th
boy was ziven permission to nsk the girl for her hond in
marriage. Both lovers probahly knew the finsl outcome before
even speaking to their parents. Courting 2 widow was much
simpler than this as she waé her ovm advisor and eliminated

the use of "middle-men."A Thére was @lso a surprising amount

of remarrying in the colony, many persons marrying twice, often
three fimes, and several individuals are credited in contem-
porary documents with even a greater number of trips *o thev

~

altar. Because of this, old:maids or bachelors were scarce,”

30. Inid., pp. 445-446.
31l. Stunard, Op. Cit., pp. 171-174.
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I1legal love was also présent during the colbnial
period. It must have soon become a menace and detriment to
society, Decsuse in 16945, an act concerning fornication end
adultery was passed by the legislature. This act provided
severe punishment for all persons convicted of the pffenses.
Those proven guilty of fornication by two witnesses or con-
fession, had to pay 500 pounds of tobacco and casque for
every time thus offending. Those convicted similarly forxr
adultery had to pay 1000 pounds of tobacco and casque., If
the culprit could not poay the fine, he, or she, received

lashes on his, or her, bare back, or two months imprison-

32
ment without hail or mainprize.

(@]

2

&

The thester with its hrilliance and glamour has
always been important among men's social pleasures. The
"season" of theater or opera is always o period of gaity and
brightness on the social calendar. Although introduced mid-
way of “potswood's governorship, it did not sattain nuch
impor;ance in Yilliamsburg's social activity until near the
middle of the eighteenth century.

After 1716, ladies and gentlemen could enjoy plays
presented by professional »players. ™illiam Livingston, in
Hbvember of that year, purchased three lots near the Palace,
laid out a bowling alley and built a theater, the first in

America. Charles and llary Stsggz and their company of vetors

32. Henning, ve 3, p. 139.
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33
were the first players. Hothing is known of the type of

play preferred by the patrons of this playhouse, nor have
names of plays or performers ot her than the Staggs, come down
to us. As a practical enterprise, it was unsuccessful,
Livingston in 1721 mortgaging it to4Dr.-Archibald Blair who

3
obtained complete control in 1723.

Amateur ploys and pageants undoubtedly were pre-
sentéd before 1716. Tiiere may have been some good actors and
actresses, some brillisnt writers and producers in early
Yilliamsburg, their names and works lost to us foday. The
earliest ¥nown play in the Virzinia cupital was "A Pastoral
Colloquy," presented in 1702 by students of Tilliam and lary
Colleze. It was performed before the governor, but whether

35
at the Colleze or *the Palace is unknovn.

Bésides having an opportunity to see in Villiamsburg
plays acted regularly by profes%idnals, early Virginians were
readers of the drama. While plays and works on drama were
infrequently found in colonial libraries, there are enough
titles and authors mentioned to indicate a definite interest
in the theater. The surﬁrising scarcity of plays hy 3Shakespeare
in this period may bhe explained by the fact that the "Bard of

Avon" was not then cmsidered the genius he is today. The only

ment ion of a complete "Works" of Shakespeare is found in the

33. Tyler, Cp. Cit., p. 224,
34. Stanard, Qp. Cit., p. 231.
35. Ibid., p. 230.
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invent ory of Ldmund RBerkley's library. The plays of Ben Jonson

are often mentioned, especially his "Every lMon in Ilis Humor."

The writings of Sir Robert Howard, George Farquhar, William
Davenant, and Thomas Southerne are listed in several collections.

aumont and ITlatcher's Fithtyv Comedies and Tragedies, James

Shirley's Six MNew Plays, and plays by Sir William Alexander and

John Bank are mentioned in some catalogues, Addison's noted
Cato was a populsar work. Pastoral plays were also proportion-
ately numerous, two specifically mentioned being Elknah Settle's

astor fido and Joln ¥letcher's La Tida Pastora. The library

v

of "Tillism Byrd I1 possessed a fairly full representation of
' 36

4

ilizabethan and restoration dramatists.

=

Governor Spotswood, cmong his msny other civic
virtues, was a patron of the first thester. He once complained
(1718) of the refusal of eizht opposition councillors to attend
a play presented as poart of an entertainment given by the
governor to which all gentlemen veve inwvited., These reaction-
ary lcaders had a psrty of teir owm in direct competition

: 37
with the sovernor's to whizh they invited the lopulace,

Duncing was tho mo st common pleasure of "Williaumsbhurg,
enjoyine just as much favor with its citizens ss it did with
the vest of the population. It was necessary for anyone

desiring to prrticipate in the *towmn's socisl life to ¥now

how to dance and there were instructors to teach anyone desir-

36, Vrignht, Cp. Cit., pussin.
37. bpofSJood Letters, v. 2, p. 284,



73

ing fo learn. In 1716, the Board of Visitors of the College
gave leave to Villiem Livingston to use the lower room at the
south end of the College for the teaching of dancing until his
owil school in the city could be finished. Williamsburgers
also danced the current steps of the day, Jjisgs, reels, country
38
dances, and minuets, The capital was the scene of the big=-
gest social dances of the colonial era, those given by the
governors in the Palace.

All healthy, vigorous people love fto play gemes and
many were the games found in the 0ld capital. ''here were
rousgn and tumble affairs for the tougher element, games of
skill and chance for the daring, and competitive gnmes for
individuals and teams,

Popular with the hardier citizens were cudgels and
goughing. The former "game" consisted of two players, each
carrying a heavy pole several feetllong, pairing off and
whacking each other on the arms, head, and shoulders. “ough-
ing was even more fuﬁ, being 3 sort of wrestling match with
no holds barred. It was as its name implies, a clutching,
eclawing affair with no fespect for eyes or other features.
The winners of these gnmes were often in as bad & condition
physically as the losers were st the end of a match. Trest-

ling also was a sport requiring strength and endurance with a

large following and many participants. The younger gentry

38. "Proceedinss of the visitors of William and Xary College,
1716," Va. lag. Hist., v. 3, p. 169, See ahove, p. 49.
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often engaged in wrestling, but never publicly with social
inferiors, such an act bheing helow the dignity of a gen*tleman.
These games were the ones most frequently seen at fairs or
39

pubhlic gatherings.

Althouch hears were found in the Virginia woods at
this time, no mention of the knglish sport of bear-baiting has
been found. The colonists, however, were great enthusiasts

for cockfightin:

-

. As‘popular as the cockfights themselves was
the side bhetting, much money bheing won and lost by the backers
40

of the opposing hirds.

the beautiful, well kept lavms of town homes and
plantation manors were often nfenas for games of Pell lall,
the ancestor of our modern croguet, Pall lall was played with
a mallet, a wooden ball lurger than a croquet ball, and used
a single wicket suspended above the ground. This gsme was one
the ladies could enjoy bhecause of its diznity and lack of

41

violent exercise,

rennis was mostly foxr the upper classes. It never
seems to have gained the siZeable following or great popularity
that many other sports dﬁd, But it must have received a consid-
ervvle ocmount of attention, as it is mentioned in the gaming
law of 1728, along with cards, dice, and other sports as caus=

42
ing to0o heavy gombling and betting.

39, Bwinz, Op. Cit., p. 25. “right, Cp. Cit., p. 87.
40. See above, p. 47. :
41. Lwing, Op. g£it., p. 25,

42, Heming, v. 4, p. 214.
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Bowls was a favorite with colonial citizens for many
years. Livingston built a bowling alley in “illisumsburg near
the Palace at the same time he built the theater. ‘The game
was played on a well kept lavm called, of all things, a bowling
green. A "jackbowl" of wood or earthenware painted white was
first thrown zround 75 feet., “ach player tried to land lis
bowl closest to the jackbowl ond to drive others away. The
individual bowls were cut from the side of a lignum vitse tree
and were heavier on one sicde than on the other,

very similar to bowls and skittles was a gume called
Four Corners. The same lop=-sided lignum vitse bowl was used
but the alley was much shorterAthan that used for bowls. At
one end of the alley, four pins were set up in diamond shape,
the object Teinz to see in how few throws theyv could all be
knocked down,

Fives was & zuome ot sction comparahle t o our hend-
ball. It consisted of bhatting a hall against a wall so that
- the other team wauld miss it, It varied from our handnhall in
thaﬂ thiere were five men on a team and that there was no laid

. . 4 5
off court. Fives was a fast, exciting team contest,

In the colonial period there otten were field days,
‘some proclaimed by law, given over fto sports and exercises of
all kinds., lost exciting of the events included on the pro-

gram were the horse and foot races.44 Racing was a sport very

rp. 26-27.

43. Ewing, Cp. Cit.
., p. 257.

?
44, Stanard, Op. Cit
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variable in its forms; distances, handicaps, prizes and other
matters bheing chenged at the whims of the participants and
Sponsors.,

A most delisghtful and enjoyable pastime of early
Virginia was eating. Dinner parties were a favorite means of
entertaining, an invitation to one was an invitation to an
evening of pleasant society and delicious food. They were
often pretentious and elahorate ngairs, Gowvernor Spotswood
once entertaining 200 st dinner, " Only rarely were dinners
of this magnitude given, smnll parties made up of o few friends
being preferred. Colonial cooks were also good cooks. They
could prepare many delicious thinzs in many ways and placed
on their tebles numerous kinds of breads, many tasty vegetable
dishes made from home-grown garden stuffs, meats prepared in
dozenz of temptin~s styles, soups of superb flsvor, and a wide

variety of‘p&gtriesv cokes, desserts, and confections. Tood

wiae plentiful =nd the cosks tualented, so correspondingly the
: 46

44

tables were loanded and the rost fostidious diners santisfied.
Wiliiymsburg th:oﬁ:hout the Spotsﬁood era presented
a colorful and voried piétﬁre. It was a beautiful little city
whose imposing publiz buildings and wide streets lined with
attractive homes and charming gardens blended *together to give

a pleasing effect. The life of the town was wvirile, stimulated

by the politics of government and the social unctivities usually

45, Hawthorne, Tilliamsh wg N1d and llew, p. 82,
46. Bullock, Cp. Cit., passim.
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surrounding it, The amusements were diversified and numerous,
gtisfying the likes and needs of all classes and types.
Politice and criticism of officials and policy were topics
discussed along with the latest gossip. With all the activity
occurring on hoth social and politicol fronts, life in colon=-

ial Williamsburg could not have been dull unless one made it s0.



CHAPTER IV

POLITICAL STRIFZ: ARISTOCRATS VS. GOVERIOR

Beneath an apparently serene surface, the Spotswood
administration simmered and boiled with controversy and
agitation for its entire duration. The gévernor was in con-
stant dispute with his Council =nd the Youse of Burgesses
throuchout most of his term in office. These disputes were
wo.ged over such matters as the collection and distribution of
the quit-rent revenue, and the appointment of judges on com=-
missions to courts of oyer and terminer, both unattractive
and unappealing subjects to the layman in history. They are.
interesting to students of American political growth, however,
mainly because of their efitect on Virginia 1life and their
influence on the development of democratic ideals in America.
These disagreements over guestions of authority in Virginis
are the events that make the Spotswood era important.

Spotawood caused the struggle between him and his
Council by his efforts to reassert the prerogatives of the
crown. For several years before his coming to Virginia, the
Council under President Zdmund Jennings had been supreme in

Virginia, ruling as it saw fit. I%ts confidence and belief in
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its own ability and right to govern were threatened by Spots-
wood's vigor and determingtion. It sew in his attempts to
reform the quit-rent éystem in the colony and the governoxr's
claim to the right of appointing special judges on commissions
of oyer and terminer, definite blows at its authority. The
Council, angered and frightened by the prospect of losing its
influence, fought these and all other measures believes harm=
ful to ite position with 211 the power and resources ot its
command. ‘the struggle, though bitter and hard fought by both
sides through most of Spotswood's administration, was incon-
clusively decided, the Council recognizing the validity of

the governor's claims and the governor following the Council's
in practice.

Alexsnder Spotswood's career as governor of virginia
began in a spirit of accord and cooperation that belies the
turbulent years that follow. Ironically perhaps, the Governor's
first nicht in the colony was spent at Green Spring, the lovely
home of ¥Philip Ludwell, later %o become one of his most bhitter
personal and political enamieé. He assumed office on 22 June,
1710, and for a while everything ran smoothly between the new
governor and his subjects.l Part of his initial popularity
was due to his bringing over the writ of habeas corpus to
Vircinians, a right they had been claiming for a number of

ears and were now jubilsnt to receiwe, but in the main. his

<«
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popularity was due to his own personal attractiveness.

This popularity was not long lived as he soon started
on a program of reform of the land system. One of the phases
of Spotswood's program he pursued most vigorously was the
breaking up of the monopolizing of vast tracts of land held
for speculsative purposes, vast areas interferring with the
proper development ond settlement of the frontier. lNoreover,
most of these tracts were scquired by gross disregard of the
land laws, the case ot Colonel Ludwell of the Council being
the rmost notorious. Ludwell, entitled to 2000 acres YWy virtue
of forty headrights, added a cipher, thus obtaining 20,000
acres for himself, He was never punished for this violation
of the law as he and his friends were too powerful in the
government to be censored for such acts. Anothexr practice
contrary to law snd custom was the sale and purchase of head-
righms for three or four shillings or a hsalf-crown. This
enabled one to secure land witnout meeting the full require-
ments of the headright re~ulations. Also, many estates con-
tained "hidden" acres, ~ddit ional acres over and above the
number specitied in the ?atent, added deliberately or by error
in tﬁe surveying of the land. liuch of the land patented had
not been cultivated or seated according to law, ofttimes a
hogsty being made to i1l the legsl reguirements for the taking

vood's interest in these and corresponding

o+
V]
el

up of land. B3po

Lot

practices was caused by their reduction of the royal revenue,
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a matter vital to the interests of the governor.

As a partial reﬁedy for these ills, Spotswood made
several adjustments in the land regulationé. A law of 1710
provided for the forfeiting of all land on which the quit-rent
had not been paid for over a period of three years. It also
said that all spplications for lapsed lands should henceforth
be made to the governor, and that surplus or "hidden" land on
estates and not mentioned in the patents might be patented by
their discoverer. By a proclamation of 8 December, 1710,
Spotswood decreed that no grant in excess of 4000 acres should
be made to any individuol until the governor was informed of
the abhility of the patenteé tobcultivate more.:5 These laws
eased the situation somewhat, but they were not a cure.

The surest means of correcting the abuses in the
land system was the strict enforcement of the quit-rent laws.
Such a policy would have made the holding of large estates un=-
profitakle and curb the speculation in land. An accurate rent
roll would revesl "hidden" acres and unseated, uncultivated lands,
Thus, most of the land abuses could be remedied by efficiency
in collecting the quit-fent'revenue and therefore Spotswood
decided that more business like methods were nécessary. Re~
form was difficult as many large planters were office hiolders

and objected to any chanpge detrimental to their personal

2. Bond, The quit-Rent System in tne American Colonies, p. 228,
Henning, v. 3, p. 101l. ©See above, p. 24, for a discussion
of patents and rights.

3. Fiske, Cp, Cit., p. 221. Spotswood Letters, v. 1, p. 51.
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4
interests.

The quit-rent was o perpetual obligation payable
every year uron 8ll lands from the date they were first ob-
tained. It was a customary institution of England that had
been trensplanted to America. ZEssentially, the quit-rent was
a feudal due, originating from the commutation into a fixed |
money equivalent of the food and labor payments exachted by the
lord of the manor, a commutation requiring several centuries
of gradual change.5 Its chief importance lay: in the fact that
it was a means of asserting the feudal position of the crown.v
It symbolized the relationship between the crown and the
colonies and was & constant réminder to the colonists of that
relationship; the mere act of payment was recognition that the
king possessed special rights and privileges over all. The
guit-rent was an effectual aid in the settling of land problems:
the prevention of speculation and land monopolies, the discovery
of "hidden" acres, other frauds in *title, and in correcting
other violations of the laws. The chief value of the quit-rent L
to Spotswood was as a sourée of royal revehue. It provided » |
fund over which the Genéral Assembly had no control,abut one that
could be syent only as directed by the English treasury.s It,

nevertheless, was a great benefit to the governor to have a

monetary source independent of the whims of the legislature.

4, Bassett, Op._Cit., p. 1lv. Bond, Op. Cit. . 228.

b
5. Bond, Op. Cit., p. 25. Wertenbaker, Tanters of Colonial
Virginia, p. 50.

e Rt

6. Bond, Op. Cit., pp. 432, 446.
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The earliest and most successful system of quit-rents
in Britain's American possessions was that in Virginie, an im-
portant reason for this being the fact theat the 0l1d Dominion'g-
quit-rents had heen under royal administration from their
inception in 1625. The British government at first paid little
attention to their collection, allowing the dues to come under
local control, but permitting no exemptions or special rates.
For a while around 1665, the Assembly controlled the quit-rents.
It soon passed back into the hands of royal authorities, but
only after a struggle. William Blathwayt, after bheing made
auditor-general of the colonies, converted the quit-rent into
an important source of revenue with the aid of Governors
Nicholson and Spotswood. The governor and assembly protested
against the appointing of any but a Virginian as auditor (for
the colony) and this became the custom after 1678.7

Due to the scarcity of "hard" money in Virginia
during the coclonial period, tobacco was the usual and most
logical medium of exchange. The quit-rent throughout most of
this time was a duty amounting to one shilling per every fifty
acres, rayable in tobacco at the rate of one penny per pound.
While the ftax per individual was small, the whole was a size-
able figure. This revenue was never what it should have been

hecause of the lax method of collecting employed, a laxness

Spotswood determined to ersse.

7. Ibid., 7p. 221, 224, 226.
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The mochinery for handling the quit-rent that
Spotswood found on his arrivel, wos a loose orgenization with
little chunce to fix responsibility but much for graft. At
its head was Willism Byrd II, filling the office of receiver-
general and receiving a cominigssion of five per cent of the
revenue in addition to his regular salery. Next in authority
was the deputy-audiftor, also with a srlaxy snd o five per
cent commnission., The actual collections were mode by the
sheriffs who received & cormis=ion of ten per cent for their
efforts, As this was only one of their (sheriffs) many duties,
little attent ion was given the guit-rents and the collection
lacked adequate supervision. The sheriffs appointed deputies
to do the work, thus creatinsg the weskest part of the entire
system, the part where most of the graft occurred.

The whole set-up needed o strong director with
responsibility over all to ensure efficiency. The receiver=-
general wes appointed by the crown and the deputy-auditor by
the auditor-general, with the governor having little authority
over either of them and th&t ot »n doubtful status. The
sheriffs held comﬁiS?ioﬁs fyrom the governor and council and
therefore could not he called strictly to account by either
‘the receiver-general or deputy-suditor. The specisl deputies
making the sctusl ccllections were not bonded and were re=-

sponsible only to the sheriffs.® This looseness in organi=

8. Bassett, Cp. Cit., pp. 1vi,lix. Bond, Op. Cit., pp. 225,
227. Wertenbaker, Planters of Colonial Virzinia, p. 50.




85

zotion gave ample opportunity for graft with little chance for
detection,

A constant source of irritation with respect to quit-
rents was the lack of'adequate records. The sheriffs kept
only accounts of the total amount paid with the nomes of the
vayers. They had no statistics on the number of taxpiyers in
the county, how many acres each owned, the totsal number of
acres taxable, or the number of acres for which toxes were
peid. An accurate rent roll embodying the sbove tables was a
constant desire of both Governors Micholson and Spotswood, but
neither succeeded in securing a rveally sctisfactory list.

Such a record would have made possible the enforcing of the
gquit-rent and the reforming of the land system.

The method of disposal of the quit-rent tobacco wes
by private suction using the "inch of caondle"' procedure
until Zovernor *icholson eventually secured the zdoption of
puﬁlic sale. The chan~se was one for the better us the old
system was easily abused by speculntors and grafters. Several
attempts to return to the old procedure were thwarted and
public =sale of the guit-rent tohacco prevailed during Spots=-
wood's administyratioh. Another step in the prozraom of reform

was the poassace of an act (possed shortly after Spotswood

9, "Inch of Cundle = & phrase used to desirmote o snle ox
auction in vhich persons are allowed to bid only till a
small piece of candle buvrns out." VWebster's New Inter-
nationsl Dictionary, second edition, G, and C. Merriamnm
Company, Springfield, lissachusetts, 16837,
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begon his active campaign for improvement of the gquit-rent)

making the gquit-rents payable at public worelhouses in inspect-

ed tobacco. This act zssured the government of o supply of

tobacco of good grade rather thun the trash formerly received,
10

and greatly increased the royal revenue,

The governor's plan to reform the method of collect-~
ing the quit-rents at first encountered the opposition of the
Council, and Ryrd, the receiver-general, took offence at im-
plications of mismanzgement and incompetence in the handling
of the revenue. Spotswood, somewhat as a conciliztory measure,
asked for the councillors! objections to reform in writing.
Only Byrd replied, suggesting & substitute plan for the
gzovernor's., The main points of his plan were: the quit-rent
should be collected by four deputy receivers, those who paid
in tobacco were to do so hefore the last of larch, and the
deputy receivers were to account to the receiver-general and
also to moke sworn returns of the accounts to the auditor.
These proposals were spurned by Spotswood who answered Byrd's
objections so vigorously th&t his ovm scheme of reform was
adopted by the Assembly.in 1714. 1Its salient festures were:
(1), the sheriff should collect the guit-rent at & place
‘appointed by the county court, (2), for all quit=-rents brought
to them, the sheriffs would receive only a five per cent

commission and the payer would benefit by a five per cent

10. Bond, Cp. Cit., pp. 220-250.
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discount, (3), an eight per cent discount would be given to
all paying the receiver-general in person, (4), the sheriffs
would settle directly with the receiver-genereal in "7illiams=-
burg and file copies of their sccounts with the auditor and
the clerks of the county courts, (5), the quit-rent could be
paid in sterling mwoney, or foreign coins (rated with I'exicen
or Peruvian éilver), or tobacco notes on any Virginia ware=-
house, and (6), on a given day, a list of a2ll the guit-rent
tobacco by parcels should be posted on the general courthouse
at Williamsbhurg, the huyers to enter their bids opposite the
parcels they wanted, and the highest hidder to get the tobacco
at the end of ten days. The essenticl difference between the
two schemes is that Byrd's called for the creation of special
collectors wnile Spotswood's would use the existing machinery,
but.place more strain on the central point, the receiver-

11
general,

The immediate result of this chan~ce was a marked
improvement in collections, Spotswood remarking in 1715 that
one third of the crown lends yielded more thsn all did under
the o0ld system even thoﬁgh fhe people paid less. The governor
believed that the improved manner ot collecting wons responsinle
for the increased revenue. This chunge soon aroused the
opposition of the official cluasses, led hy Willism Byrd and

12
epruty auditor.

L

7

Philip Ludwell, the

K

11, Ibid., p. 251. Hassett, Op. Cit., lvi-lix.
12. Bond, Op. Cit., p. 231.
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In 1715, Byrd traveled to England, leaving Nathaniel
Harrison as his deputy in Virginia, but keeping his resentmen£
towards Spotswood's policy with him. The éovernor had secured
the passage‘of two laws in 1714, one providing for the payment
of debts in tobacco and the other creating & company with a
monopoly of the Indian trade. Byrd objected to both of these
laws, probably, because he was the only large trader not in-
ciuded in the Indian company, and lent his support and influ- '
ence to the opposition, appearing before the Board of Trade
in opposition to them. ‘The laws were repealed in June, 1717,
by order of'the king, an action pleasing Byrd and his followera
back home.16 | |
) Back in Virginia there was an open breach between
Spotswood and Ludwell, the latter resenting his superior's
policy and refusing to submit his books to the gdvernor.
Spotswood asserted that Ludwell ignored the chances in col=-
lection, stirred up the people against him, encouraged the
Assembly in efforts to secure complete local control of the
quit-rent, and waos ill-qualified to be an effective check on
the accounts because of‘his relationship to Byrd. The governor
suspended the deputy-suditor until his case could bhe tried in
England, sending charges against Ludwell to the Board of Trade.

Before they arrived, however, Blathwayt (auditor for the

colonies) had removed Ludwell from office, thus averting more

13. Bassett, Op. Cit., pp. 1lx-1lxi.
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serious trouble. Both Byrd and Iudwell presented defenses to
Spotswood's charges to the Board in 1716, but the matter was
allowed to drop as neither man was then in office, Ludwell
having been removed and Byrd selling his office of receiver-
general to James Roscoe for 500 pounds.14

The forcing of new appointments to the positions of
réceiver—general (James Roscoe) and deputy-auditor (John
Grymes) helped to establish the authority of the covernor over
these positions and aided in his securing greater control of
the quit-rent. All of Spotswood's efforts to get an adequate
rent roll failed and his scheme of collection practically
ignored. The governor next tried to end the collection by
sheriffs and secure the sppointment of special agents for the
work, but had to compromise on this plan also. The General
Assembly's act of 1720 with respect to land and quit-rents
was & compromise forced on Spotswood. It recognized local
prejudices by retaining the sheriffs as collectors but it gave
the governor more ample powers of supervision. ‘“‘he law was
not any better in effect than preceding ones had been, hut it
ended the %gng struggle’betﬁeen Spotswood and the upper class

officials.

One of the interesting sidelights of this struggle
over quit-rents was the discussion over the disposition and

spending of the funds created by them. Supporters of the

231-252 .

14, Ibid., pp. 1xii-1lxiii, liviii. Bond, Op. Cit., pp.
pp. 78=-81.

15. Bond, Op. Cit., pp. 252-233. See Henning, v. 4,
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crovn said that it could be used for royal purposes anywhere
in the empire deemed necessary by the king, while Virginians
claimed that custom prescribed its being left in the colony
and spent only for local purposes. !athaniel Horrison while
serving as receiver-general during Byrd's stay in England,
had presented a memorial to the king to the effect that the
Virginia quit-rent should nof be taken over into the royal
treasury but should be left in the colony. In 1720, +the Xking
forhade any expénditure from the quit-rent without a royal
order and gave an indefinite promise to employ it only foxr
public purposes. As alusual practice, this fund was allowed
to remain in V:lrg:‘mia..6

This struggle in Virginia neither began nor ended
during Spotswood's administration, its duration covering the
entire colonial period. The skirmish occurring between 1710-
1722 was of minor importance with relation to the whole, its
chief value being in a temporary successtul reassert;on of
royval control over the quit-renis. The whole confliet had an
enormous effect on American political growth, inaugursting
the struggle hetween external and internal forces won by the
latter in the American Revolution. The laxness of the systenm
in general , especially the methods of collection, fostered
ideas of local freedom and weakened imperial coﬁtrol, often

. " 17 .
placing the governor in the poweir ot the assembly. Econ-

lx. Bond, Op. Cit., p. 234.

e

16. Bassett, QR: it., »p

17. Bond, 0Op. t., pp. 439, 444-445,

———— . ?



omically, the quit-rent system was of benefit to England,
producing a sizeable revenue; politically, it was a detriment
to her, engendering ideas of freedom and independence in the
colonies. With a little orgunized and concentrated effort,
the quit-rent systen ﬁight have heen made a bulwark of British
-power in the colonies; instead, it was neglected and became a
force for separation.

There was one minor encounter between Spotswood and
the Virginia planters that somewhat foreshadowed the future,
their quarrel over the postal system England attempted fo
establish in America in the early eighteenth century. The
British parliament in 1710/11 passed an act establishing a
postal system, part of the proceeds thus obtained to he given
to parliament for military purposes. It placed a postmaster
in London and a deputy in America and specified the postage
rates between various centers, The clause of the act affect-
ing the Virginia planters w:ss that requiring ship captoins to
deliver all ietters of trade, unless they were accompanied by
the goods referred to, to the postoffice of the district from
which the‘planters couid get their mail. Before this, all
letters had been handled directly petween planters and cap-
tains for a small fee, Spotswood favored the act but recog-
nized that its success was hanpered by the Virginia custom of
using tobscco as money.

By 1717, the postal system was in partial operation

in Virginia despite the resentment and protests of the people.
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They claimed that the postage rate wos a tax and could not

be levied by parliament without the consent of the local
assembly. Feeling was so bitter toward the postal system that
several laws were passed that would have fined it out of ex-
istence if Spotswood had not interferred to prevent their be-
coming effective.18

The objections raised by these early Virginiasns to
the post were similar to those raised later to the notorious
Stamp Act of 1765. Denial that parliament could tax them
without theif consent or regulate their lives in other wayvs
was heard even then; and the people of the time were'just 88
prompt to take active measures to safeguard their liberties as
were those of a later date. Virginians were loyal to England
as long as England refrained from interfering with loccal
colonial affairs.

The nighest éourt of the land during Spotswood's day
waé the Genersl Court, held by the governor and Council sitting
together. This position gave great power and prestige to the
Counecil, so much that Spotswood determined to lessen it by
extending the privilege of holding courts of oyer and terminer,
as among hig many instructions was one enabling him to appoint
such courts at least once every half year. When the governor
tried to carry out his intentions, the Council protested, say-

ing that the mattér was sufficiently covered by the law of

18, Farrish, The Post-Office in Williamsburg, pp. 2-3. MS.
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- 19
1705. Objections raised in England over this act gave

Spotswood his opportunity and he used it to secure the passage
of a law (1710) recognizing the crown's right %o establish
courts othef than the General Court and also.the royal pre-
rogative in appointing judges on special commissions of oyer
and terminer, The chief weakness of Spotswood's scheme was
that the appointment of the special judges was solely in the

hands of the governor, giving to one men too great an influ-~
20
ence over the judiciary. While the oyer and terminer law

of 1710 received little notice and was considered a minor hit
of legislation at the time of its passage, it later became an
important support of Spotswood's arguments in the struggle
over the forming of these courts.

The governor's chief justification for his act of
appointing special commissioners to sit with the Council in
courts of oyer and terminer was thsat as the law required the

retivement of judges in all cases ¢ mcerning relatives and the
21
council membhers were so interrelated, it was desirable that

19. Session of October, 1705 - 4th Anne. The ZOVEernor was
given power to appoint oyer and terminer commissions for
the speedy trial of sloves committing capital crimes,

This law also repealed that of 16292. Henning, v. 3, p. 269.

20. Bassett, Oo. Cit., p. lxviii, TFord, Op. Cit., pp. 5-8. '
Spotswood Letters, v. 1, p. 50.

21. An examination of the council of 1717 will serve to il=-
lustrate Spotswood's contention. James Blajir and Philip
Ludwell married sisters of Nathaniel Harrison, William
Byrd married Ludwell's niece and William Bassett and
Edmund Berkeley married half-nieces of Ludwell, thus
allying six of the most powerful and influentioal men
in Virginia. Beatty, William Byrd of Westover, p. 66.




the courﬁs be constituted differently. The Council eclaimed
that only its members should he appointed to such courts and
naturally objected to Spotswood's contrary procedure. The
latter practice soon changed opinions and eased the situation.
The Council in 1711 sent an address to the queen expressing
their gratitude for the benefit of the appointing of courts of
oyer and fterminer with their more speedy execution of justice
and relief from long imprisonment., In 1712, the Council was -
unanimous in the opinion that oyer ond terminer courts should
be constantly held regardless if there wos or was not a case

5 .
to bhe tried.zi This spirit of harmony hetween the gowvernor
and council lasted only a short while, the corflict being
enjoined again late in 1712.

In December of the latter yesr, there arose the case
of a man being tried for his life. As Spotswood claimed at
that time that he could count on only four of the Council, he
named the speaker and two hurgesses fto aid in holding an over
and terminer court. The councillore objected and refused to
perform their duties as councillors until their grievance was
redresszed. The specialiappointees were withdrawn and the mat-
ter dropped temporarily, the governor referring it fo the
Board of Trade in 1713. For the time being the problem was
compromised, the Council agreeing to Spotswood's opinion of

calling the cocurts and the governor selecting judges only from

. P., Am. and ¥W. I., 1710-1711, p. 420. Osgood, Op.

5 and Y. L
5 . 2432344, Spotswood Letters, v, 2, p. 25.
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among the members of the Council.

No answer came to Spotswood's appeal for nearly
three years, but when it did come in June, 1716, it sustained
all of his contentions. The governor could appoint such
courts if there was no colonizl law to the contrary. There
was none as the law of 1710 regurding this type of court had
removed all legal obstacles, With this assurance of the
correctness of his views, Spotswood determined to exercise
this power occasionally to establish respect for the king's
authority. Accordingly, when the need for the trial of some
- criminal cases arose (1716), ne appointed four gentlemen of
the country together with five of the Council *to serve as a
court. Only one of the councillors wes willing to serve, the
others refusing with no legal basis for their actions. The
matter was again dropped and again reported to London author-

24
ities for advice,.

This time the case went before the attorney-general
and wos decided for the second time in the governor's favor
but with the recommendatioﬁ that he make discreet use of his
power. The Council acqﬁiesed publicly after this affair due
to this decision and pressure from Spotswood. Secretly, how-
‘ever, they sent & complaint about the governor's policy to-

ward oysr and terminer courts to the Board of Trade and

23, Bassett, Op. Cit., p. lxix. Osgood, Op. Cit., p. 244.
Spotswood Letters, v. 2, p. 25.
24. Bassett, Op. Cit., p. lxix. Spotswood Letters, v. 2,

p. 260.
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Plantations in London in 1717. Xight of the leading opponents
of Governor Spotswood signed it: Robhert Carter, James Blair,
Philip Ludwell, John Smith, John Lewis, William Bassett,
Nathaniel Harrison,.and Edmund Berlceley,25 their act receiving
the approval of William Byrd, at this time in Xngland. These
men carried their political grudge so far that on a day of
pubiie celebration of the »ing's birthday, they not only re-
fused to visit Spotswood's house or attend the ?lay given as
part of the festivities, but invited all of the disaffected
burgesses to an entertainment of their own in the Burgesses!
house, and the mob to a honfire and gave them free liquor.
No notice was taken of the governor at any time during the

26
eveninz.

The House of Burgesses now entered the argument on
the side of the Council. By unfavorable speeches und great
rudeness, it tried to tempt Spotswood into returning the lilke,
but he ignored their actions. The Assembly als0 seemed to
try deliberately to annoy the governor, passing acts despite
his known opposition, withdrawing the support from his Indian
school at Christana and causing its disoont%guance, and in
various exesperating discussions and deeds, Byrd in England

had secured the repeal of two laws sponsored by Spotswood to

further add to his hwrilivtion., It was the policy of the

25, Cal. S. P., Am. and ¥. I., 1716-1717, p. 292. Osgood, Op.
Cit., p. 244.

26. Spotswood Letters, v. 2, p. 284.

27. Osgood, Op. Cit., pp. 244, 247. Spotswood Letters, v. 2,

p. 283.
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councillors led hy Byrd, Blair, and Ludwell to oppose the
governor in every matter and in every way possihble. Even
the election occurring in 1718 was interfered with. A paper
was circulated through the colony, Spotswood believed Ludwell
responsihle for it, advising freeholders to elect hurgesses
who were favorgble to the Council's ideas. The paper itself
failed to secure the results desired by its proponents, but

: 28
they nevertiieless gained a majority in the new house.

By March of 1718, Spotswood had learned of the
gsecret address sent to the ¥ing hy the eisght councillors the
preéeeding year. On the twelfth of that month, he asked them
t o0 explain the address. As only five of the sirners were
present, they requested permission to give their answer the
next wee¥. On the thirty-first, when seven of the eight were
present, they answered that it was improper for Spotswood to
meddle with the letter without direction from them. This was
not a real answer, only an evasion which had required over
two weeks to prepare, a definite answer explaining the address
seeming never to have been made. On the 14 Hay,kl718, Spots=
wood appeared in the Council meeting with a decision from
England supporting his claims and the Counc il perforce agreed

29
On 24 lMsy, the House of Burgesses sdopted an address

to the ¥ing containing chsrges ngainst the governor. It

28, Osgood, Op. Cit., p. 245. Spotswood Letters, V. 2, pp. 276=-277.
29. Bassett, Cp. Cit., PD. Ixxi-Ixxii.



alleged that the governor had perverted the laws, had exceeded
appropriations in his expenditures on his house, had abused
the hurgesses by provoking messages ond speecnes, and had
tried to prevent the county justices from levying the salaries
settled by law on the burgesses, On 27 Illay, they named
William Byrd (already in Englund) as their agent and made

20
provision for his sualary. In Movember, the following in-
structions were sent to Byrd: lay the address of the House

before htne ¥ing and slso the grievances against the governor,
31
but to handle no other matter except the above named.

But hy now Byrd made little impression on the Board
a8 that body agreed wholly withi Spotswood. Byrd appealed to
the king who requested the Board to give him full particulars
of the affair. The reply come that fthe only persons in
Virginis who were disturbed over the question weve those who
claimed the sole privileges as judges in these cases and

; 32
Byrd's appeal to the ¥ing came to naught,

After eight years, the struzgle over the governor's
rizght to appoint sgeclal Jju on camissions of oyer and
terq:nar came to a conclu rion favorable to Spotswood. Three
times the question was referred to the authorities in England

for settlement, first to the Board of Trade, tnen to the

attorney-general, and lastly, %o the ¥ing, and on each

30. Jour. H. Burg., llay 1718, op. 207, 210. Osgood, Op. Cit.,
. 248, I

31. Jour. H. Butg., Yov., 1718, p. 231.

32. Bassett, Op. Cit., D. lel.




occasion the decision hunded down wuas adverse to the claims
of the Council. Realizing that the Virginia leaders would he
content only with his dismissal from office, Spofswood en-
deavorad to breal their power by removing them framn the Council;
In July of 1718, he asked his superior, Orkney, to
have Byrd, Blair, and Ludwell removed from their seats in the
Council, Orkney appeared before the Board of Trade in August
requesting investimgation and dismissal of the party found
guilty, but the Board postponed the matter. Spotswood appealed
to the Board on two different occasions asking the remowal of
Byrd because of his long absence from the colony (over three
vears) and recoanmending Cole Dirges us councillor in his place,
Byrd, nbw fearful for his poszition, humbled himself, offering
his sexrvices a3 mediator hetween governor and council and
promising to use his influence to bring about harmony and peace
on the governor's own plan. As if doubtful of his reception
by the colonists, he requested letters explaining his purpose
tovthe different parties in Vireinia. Orkney fawvored this
proposition and after several more months of negotiation and
delay, the Bosrd finally agreed to the plan, Byrd receiving
his orders from the Ying continuing him in the Council in 1719.
He arrived in Virginia in Februsry, 1720, with orders for the
opposjﬂg factions fto make pesce, thus ending the controversy

. . . . 33
over cormissions of oyer =znd terminer.

33, Ibid., pp. lxxiv-lxxv,



100

Despite the bitterness of the quarrel and the
fierceness with which it was waged, neither side gained a
decisive victory. Technically, Spotswood can be said to have
won as the officials of the crown upheld all of his claims
and the Council agreed that he could appoint judges to the
court. Actual practice, however, favored the Council, as on
all subsequent courts, only councillors were appointed as
Judses, a tacit recognition of their power and influence in
the colony.54 The quérrel ended with the crown and governor
theoretically stronger in Virginia but with no actual increase
in power or any lessening of the importance of the planter
aristocracy.

In religion, Virginia was Anglican and under the
authority of the bishop of London. Because of the difficulty in
contacting his charges in Virginis, the Bishop appointed
James Blair his commissary in 1685. Blair possessed the
power to supervise the clergy in a general way but could not

ordain or confirm. He also began tihie custom of calling the

clergy together occasionally for conferences and was influ-

v

3

7]

ential in persuading them in 1690 to back the proposed
college.35 But besides performing ably his difficult relig-
ious duties, Blair was a member of the Council of Virginia,
an astute politician, and an implacable politicasl enemy of

Alexander Spotswood.

34. Ibid., pp. 1xxii-lxxiii.
35. D. A. B., v. 2, p. 335.
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The discord between Blair and Spotswood was due to
the extreme power given the governor and the confused relations
of church and state., The chief dispute was over the proper
induction of ministers. Both parties agreed that the governor
had the right of induction hur disagreed as to his manner of
exercising it. Spotswood claimed he could induct a minister
right away, that is, as soon us a vacancy occurred; Blair
insisted that the churches chose their minister, the wvesiry-
men presenting him to the governor for ihduction. As aimple'
of solution and insignificant as this problem may appear, it
nevertheless was an important one, eventually leading to the
dismissal of Spotswood.36

The Assembly of 1718 brought up the coniroversy over
the governor's right to'collatefto benefices at the provocation
of Blair and Ludwell as a means of discomforting the governor.
The governor ignored the challenge at this time but hrought
charges ageinst Blair at a convention of the clexrgy in Williams-
burg in 1719. Nothing happened at the convention but both
parties sent letters stating their arguments to the Bishop of
London. Blair traveled‘to England ini1721“aﬁdWWhile+there,
scored a complete triumph over his rival.57 What the quarrels

over the quit-rent and courts of oyer and terminer had been

unable to secure, that over the induction of ministers attained,

36. D. A. B., v. 2, p. 336. Motley, Life of Commissary James

Blair, pp. 52-53.
37. Motley, Op. Cit., pp. 53-54. Osgood, Op. Cit., p. 248,
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the removal of Alexander Spotswood as Lieutenant-Governor of
Virginia.

That the most popular of Virginia's colonial gov-
ernors performed his ftasks well and creditably to the better-
ment of his charge, is best told in the words of a contempor-
ary, the Reverend Hugh Jones,

",.This country is......far more advanced and
improved in all Respects of late Years, since the
beginning of Colonel Spotswood's Lieutenancy, than
in the whole Century before his Government, which

he may be said to have discharged with a commend-
able, just, and prudent administration...."38

If Alexsnder Spotswood hnd madé no attempt to assert
and increase the royal authority in Virginia, his administra-
tion would have remained in obhscurity; if he had made such
efforts and encountered no opposition frem the Virsginianas, it
would have been equally insignificant. But Spotswood met with
vigorous and powerful resistence to his measures and his
administration is notable bhecause of its many quarrels bhetween
governor and council for control of *lie colony.

The members of the Council were a weslthy and class-
conscious group, possessing great pride in their social and
politicszl gosition and willing to fight to defend them. They
opposed Spotswood in his attempts to lessen their power as
they had opposed Andros and ¥icholson before him and were to

oprose others whe folleowed. They fourht even when they Inew

v

38. Jones, Op. Cit., p. ii.
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their cause was wrong and by their very persistence ofttimes
gained their ends. The councillors, despite the brief exis-
tence of the colony, were Vircinians tirst and Englisimen
second.

The qguarrels of the Spotswood era affected mainly
the upper class ot society, usually passing over the mass of
the populsation. But this closs was the most importent group
in Virginia, its members heing the recosnized leaders of
coloninl life ' in matters of fincnce, society, and politins,
The quarrels helped to develop among the arisvocrats & strong
colony sense and a feeling of loyalty to Virginia and for
Virginia customs. They also taught the upper class that to
protect its rights and privileges, it would have to fight
unitedly snd consistently. 1Illost important of all, they gave

the colonial lzaders volusble trsining and experience in

s

eadership, attributes to stand thamm in zood stead in the
great struzzle of 1776.

The major conflicts of IZpotswood's decude ended in
cormpromise., In hoth the guit-rent and oyer and terminer
affeivs, the governor received the support of the Rritish
govermnmental and legal suthorities and the Council wos forced
to wgree to their decisions; but in practice, the methods and
procecdures of former years and favored by the Council were
practizcally unchonged., The Council wos sstistied to let the
govermnor triumph in theory if they could win in reslity. Hy

thiese successes, they were often tempted after losing the
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decision in theory, to continue a fight in hopes of a victory
in the application of the decision.

These quarrels also served to increase the planters!
good opinion of themselves and their ability to direct Virginia's
effairs wisely. 'By often securing their aims with only deter-
mination and fight as allies, they became more aware of their
power and surer of their ability *to gain their goals. Accord-
ingly as time passed, the Virginians! objectidns to British
regulation and control came to be voiced more frequently and
with more insistence upon redress.

The Spotswood era is important not because of the
significance of the individual events of the period but for
iﬁs influence in moulding and fostering the ideas of democracy

and freedom that caused the American War for Independence.
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APPEINDIX A

OATH OF A COUKCILLOR ON TAFING HIS
1
PLACk IN THE COUNCIL

"You shall swear to be a true and faithful
servant unto the king's liajesty as one of his
Council of State and to be aiding and assisting
to his Excellency his lMajesties Lieutenant
Governor of Virginia; You shall in all things to
be moved treated and debated in the Council faith-
fully to declare your llind and opinion, according
to your heart and Conscience, and shall keep
secret all matters committed and revealed unto
you according to fthe same, and that shall bhe
treated Secretly in the Council, until such times
ags by the Consent of His Majesties Lieutenant and
fovernor General and the full consent ot the
Council of State there Resident or the major part
of them, Publication shall be made thereot; You
shall to your utmost bear faith and Allegiance to
the Xing's Majesty and his heirs and lawful suc-
cessors, and shall assist and defend all Juris-
diccons, proheminoncos and authorities granted
unto His liajesty and annext unto the crown against
all fforeign Princess Persons Prelates and Poten-
tates whatsoever and Generally you shall act and
doe in all things as a faithful and true subject
ouzht to doe to his llajesty."

1. Bassett, Op. Cit., p. 1liii, quoting from Council Minutes,
1721-1734, miscellaneous papers in the back of the book.
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APPENDIX B

THE COUNCIL'S RUPRESENTATIOCN TO THY GOV'R TOUCHING
1
COXITISSIONS OF OYLR ATD TIRIIINER, 1713

Iizy it Please Your Hon'r:

As the constant civilitys yo'r Hon'r haos on
all occasions exprest to the Council raised in us
a suitehle degree of gratitude, so the Ixperience
we nnve of your Justice ond Iodervation makes us
hope you will not be displeased with this, our Just
and necessary Representstion. It was not without
some uneasiness to us thot were present, to find in
the Lagt Cormission of Oyer and Terminexr some other
persons joyn'd with the Council. But in regard no
criminal was then fto be tryed, and becuuse we were
unwilling to show publique disapprobation of whot
you had then heen pleased to determine, we thought
it most respectfull to yo'r Hon'y not to absent
ourselves. However, we rnust novw heas leave in &
more decent, and, we hope, in & more aggreeable nan-
ner, to make our Lxceptions to such Commission, and
we hope you will not thinl: it altogether without
reason., Vhen yo'r Hen'r wus pleas'd to csuse her
Iajesty's Instructions fto be resd in Cowlcil re-
lating %o this matter, and after some dewctes had
arisen about it, you were vleas'd to declare, (if
those thsat were present remember rishtly,) thet you
had no intention to appoint any other persons Butk
the Council in that Commission; and if it should bhe
othexrwise, we bescech your Hon'r tc reflect How
rmuch the Gen'll Court will be divested of its
Jurisdiction, which is not only founded on the lste
Law, but also upon the constent usage of this Dom-
inion, no instance heing upon lLiecord tint any other
stated Court of Judicuature hnth had cognizance of
Life and memher hut the Gen'l court only, and, with
humhle submission, there is great reason it should
be =o0; for it would be hard that men's lives should
be try'd by more inferior judges than their Fortunes,
of which the last Resort in this Country is in the
Gen'll Court. Tho! we have the most entire confi-
dence in your Hon'rs Justice, and do firmly believe

1. Spotswood Letters, v, 2, p. 221,
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that in all things you will act according to the
nicest flules of integrity and honor, yet in times
to come it may be our misfortune, in your stead, *to
have a Governor who may make o very dangerous use
of this Precedent, In such a case we submit it to
your Hon'rs penetration How much less security
men's Lives and Libvertys will be under than their
histates whenever it shall please God, for the pun=-
ishment of this Countyy, to put it under the dir-
ection of o passionate end resenting Governor. It
is possible some moy object that in kngland other
Gentlemen are frequently added to the Cormissions
in Cyer and Terminer in their Circuits Thro'! the
severall Countrys, and also that in this Country
some Commissions of this Kind hove Leen issued for
Tryal of the Pirates and Indians in kxtraordinaxy
careg., To both the=e objections we heg lewve to
answer as follows:

We ovm the Judges in ngland do carry with
them in their circuits Commissions of Oyer and
Terminer, wherein s ane entlemen of the respective
Countys are named Assoclates with them. BRut this
is purely for the esase of the County, that Prison-
ers may be Tryed without Trouble of szending them
up to the King's Bench. In the Circuits there is
but one Judge to sit on the Pleas of the Crown,
and therefore it moy be thoucht necessary to Join
some other rersons in Commission with him. BRut
there is no Instance of such an addition to the
Judges when they sit upon Life and Death in the
King's Bernch.

Those Cormissions wnich have issued in Vivg'a
were sent out for the Trysl of very uncommon and
enormous Crimes, hut we humbly presurie that such
Extraordinary Courts Can't, with much reocson, be
compared to a settled court taat heth its const&nt
Retuins Twice every year, That hiolds its Sessions
in the I'atropolis of the Colony and in the very
sent of the Gen'll Court, 2nd hoth cognizance of
all breaches of the Teace as well as Pleas that
Concern life and rember,

Since it hath heen insinuated to your hon'r
thot tiie Council, in advising the Continuonce of
this Court, had too much rezard itor the allownnce
for that purpose, we humbly heg leave to repest
the snne Explanation of our meanine That some of
us made use of at the time it was Dewvoted, to-wit,
That if we were onliged to lesve our =ffairs at
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home and cae to attend this Court, we had o fair
claime to the Salary, but if your hon'r would please
to dispateh a timely notice to us that no Criminals
are to he tryed, That then, being put to no trouble,
we should not Lixpect anyv pay. Upon the whole mat-
ter, we entreat your “on'r fo Chserve Thot wien we
were appointed members of the Council, we found this
Jurisdiction confin'd only to the Judnses of the
fen'll Court, and we should be unwilling that our
guccessors should reproach us with have willingly
Departed from it; however, we don't presume to
nmexsure the prerosgative of the Crown in such nat-
ters, but humbly hope Thut her lai'ty will be cra-
ciouzly pleased to suffer such ffairs to proceed in
tne usunl mothod, Ixcept where unususl accidents
snnll reguire an Extraordinery iwertion of ler
ioyal power. However, iT your hon'r shall see

cause to he of a different Opinion, and shnll still
be pleased in those Courts to ,joyn othexr persons
with the Council, we humbly bez you will have the
zoodness to dispence with our attendance on such
occasions for the future, and shall thin)k ourselves
very unfortunste In hawving Dentiments in this only
business opposite to your Ion'rs, being withzall

the duty and respect in the world,

Yo'r lon'y's most faithfull and
most humble seirvents,

Jno. Custis Rohert Corter
John Lewis Phill. Ludwell
¥. Byrd Hen. Duke

Jonn Smith



APPRIIDIX C

ADDRESS OF THwu HOUSE OT BURGESSES
1
TO THy T"ING, 1718

]
he T'ouse of Burcgesses
I"ost gracious Soveraign

Vee your lajestys most Dutifull and Loyall
Subjects the Bu rzesses of this your antient Colony
and Dominion of Virsinia now assembled do heartily
Imbrace this first opportunity humbly to Congratu-
late your Socred llajesty on the Tuccess of your
Armes agzainst those Nongerous Nehells who hlinded
with party fury made Such desperate iifforts for
the Subversion of our Religion and Tiberty's And
li¥ewise to return our unfeigned thonks tor your
great Care of the Trade of our Mother Country of
wvhich Wee (th® very remote) feel tiie happy intlu-
ences, and do firmly believe the present flourish-
ing Condition of this Country is next fto the
BDivine Goodness owing to the wisdome of your
Tajestys Councells und slorious Administration.

Your great ~oodness displayed in the tender
egord you shew for all yol Supjects gives us bold-
ness at this time %o approach your Bacred person
and most humbly to represent That the Honble
Alexander Spotswood your Iajestys Lieut Governor
pursuant to your lioyall Cormends hroth Laid betfore
this Touse your Order in Council NDate at Hampton
Court the 31th of July 1717. And also your Koyall
Instruction Dated the 27th of September last -
upon consideration of which wee are humbly of
Opinion Thot by the Said Instruction your llajestys
ubjects mny he deprived of the best mecnes of
Kaising a Reverue for the Suprort of this your
great ond most antient Lolony let the Lmervenoy he
never =0 great til your :oyall Ilessure is khown
therein *n:ﬂh through our natural Scituation Vee
conceive mey prove of danzerous Consequences to the

l. Jour. H. Burg., loy, 1718, pp. 207-208.

Fing's most Excellent T'njesty The humble



future ~afety of all your good Subjects residing
N
here,

“nherefore 'Jee most humbly Implore your linjesty

that you will be graticusly pleased to zllovw us
the Liberty of makinag Laws for the good and Sup-
port of this Colony as formerly it bheing often
neadfull Laws should take ploce immediately And as
the Tependonce we have on Trade will alwaies make
us Cautious of laying unnecessary Burthens upon it
50 the legative with whieh your ”ove1n1 is vested
may alvaies by an Lfiecfual Ban tliereto -

Wee further bhegs Leove to represent to your
llajesty that the Judges of your Generall Court
have from the first Settlement of this Colony had
Comrizance of 211l Criminall Cases which which
Jurisdiction was granted to them by the Letters
patents of your TﬂJnsfyq Zorall Fredecessors and
confimed o them by Act of Assenbly =

And whereas her late I'ajesty (ueen Ann wes
plessed by her Royall Instruction to aproint Two
Courts of Oyer and Terminer to be held in this
Colony every year with the gracious View Thal all
rersong accused oi any cripe nigwt be brousht to
a Speedy Tryall. vie HonPl€, thne ILieut Gove'nour
pursusnt o the Suld Instrucztion is Iimpowered to
Appoint in the Zaid Courts what Judges he pl@dses
(Exclusive of the Constant Judzes above menconed).
Hor doth he hold himself obligid 50 much &s to
take the advice of the Council in the nomination
of the Zaid Julzges nerehy wee upprehend the
Tovernour muy hove the lives ond Lstates of your
I'njesties ~ood NDubjects of this Colony very much

in his power and will »e anle to defeat the Juris=-

diction of your lajesties Said Genersll Court
whenever he shall think fif,

Therefore we most Lsrnestly pray Thot your
Majesty out of yvour agrent goodness will direct by
your Hoyvall Instruction to your Governour That the
Judges ot your Yenernll Court (who being appointed
by your liajesty out of the anlest and discreetest
of your Subjects in this Colony, and holdinz their
places during your Royall plensure have alwnies
with grest Honour and Justice and fto the genersall
'afiafanflon of vour reople uischsurged that great
Trust) mwy be declared the only Justices of fre
Said Courts cf Nyer and Terminer. Or that your
Majesty will be pleased to restrain this Dengerous

110



power in Such other manner as you in your great
wisdome shall think most propexr -

To you Great Sir we fly for Succour ~ur Safety
is hound up in yours whilst you 8it Secure on the
Throne of your .ncestors. the Cppressed can never
want o powerfull and resdy Defender. And therefore
for our own and Countrys suke wee shnll never cense
to Implore the Divine Protection over you That the
Almighty would eftectuslly zive you the hearts of
all your Subjects and defeat the esisns of wvour
Lnemys and continue the Crown in your truely Pro-
testant fomily to all Posterity -

111
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APPENDIX D

INSTRUCTIONS OF THE HOUSE OF BURGESSES
. 1
TO BYRD; 1718

The said Instructions as amended & agreed to
by the House are as follows:

Instructions +o William Bywrd LsqT Agent for
the Colony of Virginias

1. To present to his I'sjesty as soon as con=
veniently you can the Address of this House, and
at the same time to lay before his llsjesty in the
best manner you can, the following particulars
agsinst the Lieutenant Governor:

2. That he hath by & misconstruction of our
Laws as much as in nim lay perverted many of them
particularly that for Settling thie Titles & bhounds
of Lands which mekes it & condition of the Patents,
that they are to forfeit them if they fail three
years of paying their guitt Rents, which he hath
endeavoured to extend to Lands groented before thaut
Law, which have no Such Condition in their Patent
or Grant.

3. His Construection of the Law for finishing
tlhe Governors house, whereby he lavishes the
Countrys money, contrary to tiie intent of the Law,
and even beyond what the words of the Law will
hear, and hath hitherto refused any Redress there-
in. : '

4., That he endeavoured *to deter the Justices
of the Country from levying the Burgesses Salary
Settled by Law.

5, That he hath by provoking Speeches & mes-
sages sbused the House of Burgesses, and thrown
undesexrved Reflections upon them.

1. Jﬁﬂg. H. 'Bu.Re.) Nov., vl,'llg' P 230
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6. And also you:are to represent to his Majesty
that this Country hath no way to represent its
Grievances but by an Agent; That we seldom complain
but when much opprest by our Governor, in which
case the Governor will hardly be prevailed with to
consent to the paying an Agent for his trouble and
necessary disbursements; wherefore you are to en-
deavour to obtain an Instruction fto our Governor
to consent to any such necessary payment when the
House of Burgesses shall next meet,

Upon a motion

The Question was put

That it be an Additional Instruction to MT
Byrd not to represent any other matter against
Lieut Governor, that what is contained in the 8d
Instructions

It passed in the negative.
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APPENDIX B

THE CROSSING OF TIHE lIOUNTAINS

It was in 1716 that the Blue Ridge mountains
were first crossed by white men, Alexander Sporswood
and his small bhand of gentlenen performing the feat
end thus obtaining immortality for themselves,

This journey has become the best known incident of
Spotswood's career and has completely oversiindowed
21l the other accomplishments of the man, the in-
portant deeds and acts of the governor being sub-
merged by the romance and legend surrounding the
explorer, It is the one single event of the middle
colonial period that is universally known by the
people of Americn, practically everyone at bdne

time or another having heard of the crossing and
the "Knights of the Golden Horseshoe." But the
interest and attention bestowed upon the expedition
belie its importance as the event possessed no
great practical wvalue, made little impression upon
the life of the colony, and failed to attract the
attention of colonial Virginians.

The crossing of the Blue Ridge in 1716 was
very unlike other expeditions of exploration in
that it was more of a pleasure excursion than any-
thing else. It was not & matter of courage and
endurance as danger and hardships were nil, enough
servants and equipment, plus large quontities of
food and drink, being carried to ensure comfort and
protection to the gentlemen of the party.l The
entire trip covered a period of only 28 days going
and coming, the distsnce traveled being 438 miles.?

Governor Spotswood , John Fontaine, and others
set out from Williamsburg on 20 August, 1716, and
arrived at Germanna on the 24 Aucust, having spent
one night at Robert Beverley'!s-and the'other camp-
ing out. On the 26th, the other gentlemen of the
party arrived, together with two companies of
forest rangers, six men and officers to each, and

1. Andrews, Virginia, the 0ld Dominion, ». 186.
2. Bruce, Op. Cit., p. 130.




(o} N1 I S &Y

115

four lMeherrin Indian guides. Counting the servants
of the gentlemen, the party numbered nearly fifty
persons,®

From Germanna, the party proceeded westward up
the south bank of the Rappahamnock River 4o its
headwaters before crossing it, spending the nights
under the stars or tents according to the weather.
The party reached the foothills of the Blue Ridge
in early September and on the fifth began the final
ascent of the mountains. At 1 P, li. of the =ame
day they reached the top overlooking the bveautifal
valley of Virginia where they drank the health of
King George.

On the 6th, the party descended into the valley.
There they saw the tracks of elk and buffalo and
watered their horses in the Shenandoah River which
the explorers cslled the Xuphrates. They also
hburied a bottle containing & message taking pos-
session of the land in the name of George I. The
highest mountain found was named Mount George af-
ter the king and the mountain_crossed over, NMount
Alexander affter the governor, That evening the
explorers gathered around a campfire to celebrate
their success. The king's health was drunk in
champagne and a volley was fired, the princess!
health was drunk in burgundy followed by a vol-
ley and the entire royal family's in claret and
another gunfire salute.

The most exciting adventures met by the ex-
plorers were trivial ones such as being stung by
hornets, being thrown from a horse, or encounter-
ing rattlesnakes. The most remarleble thing about
the expedition was not an adventure but was the
laorge variety and surprising amount of liquor
carried. he party had Virginia red and white
wine, Irish usquebausgh, brandy, shrub, ftwo kinds
of rum, champagne, canary, cherry, punch, cider,
etc., what the ete. standing for after such a list
heing a matter for conjecture.

The nine gentlemen who made the ftrip and drank

Maury, Memoirs of a Hucuenot Family, pp. 281-282.

Bruce, QOp. Cit., p. 130.

Maury, Op. Cit., pp. 286-239.

Jung, "The Germans of the Valley," Va. }Mag, Hist., v. 9,

pp. 347, 349, lNaury, Op. Cit., p. 289,
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the many liquors were besides the Governor, John
Fontaine, Robert Beverley, Austin Smith, Robert
Brookre, Colonel George Imson, Colonel [Christopher]
Robinson, Captuin Jereminh Crowder, [?homa{] Todd,
and Mr. James (?) Taylor.?

The party arrived back in "illismshurs on 17
September, the return trip being made more rapidly
than the outgoing journey. The governor presented
euci of the nmembers of the e:xgpedition with a minia=-
ture =zolden horseshoe studded with Jewe1= and in-
scribed "Sic juvat trinscendere montes.Y

Thus originated the noted order of Fnishts of

N

tiie Golden Horseshoe, nn orgzanization thot s
cantured the foney of Americins in every generation,
m

This incident (+he zivinz of the liorseshoes) was an
unimpressive one, no notice being teken of it by
contemporaries. "In Spotswood s time little atten-
tion wos civen the Imisohts and no nention of *then
apvears in the governor's 1: texry book although

the expedition is described. They <me.to their
p“ﬂ=@nt clory and prominence only Yy the vlay of
dmagination throuzh the possing yenrs.

-)

LO,.-i~

The expe adition was celehrated in 2 1atin poem
vritten by I'r. Arthur Blaclkmoor, a professor at
Tilliam and H”ry Colleze. The popm "Ultra Ton-
tane kxpedition," was p;esenued to the goveurnor as
part of the qnnuzl offering of the College for
lands ziven it. The poem rossesses little histori-
cal or literary velue, 10

The Jjourney across the Slue Ricdme was con-
nected with the problems of defense &nd Indiean
relntions, Spotswood desiring to estoblish o Vir-
zinja settlemant on Loke urie and thus divide the
moin French colonies of Cansda and Louisiana.ll
This ideu of the govarnor wes not fulfilled during
his lifetime, but his sugrestion of placing some
frontier outrosts heyond tlie mountains was later
adosted by ’lf”lnlﬂ. Ore importunt result of the
expedition was the advertising of +iie frontier

7. "The Ultra ontuns upedition," ¥. and ., (1), v. 7, p. 31
8. I»id., p. 32,
9. Conway, Berons of the Dotonmsg &no Bacpohsnnosk, p. 20.
10. "The UltTa S ontane wxpedition," W.ond 1., (I), v. 7, p. 32.
11. Osgood, Op. Cit., p. 238,
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beyond the Rlue Ridge and of its suitahility for
settlement,l? and settlers soon began pouring into
the region thus opened.

But despite the minor importance of the
Tromontane _xpedition as proven hy historions, it
has lost none of the gliomour and appeal it possessed;
the expedition will continue to be the hizhli~ht of
the Spotswood era.

12. Andrews, Cp. Cit.

onm—— )

p. 186.
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