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Op/Ed

BY THOMAS SHIELDS,
GENEVIEVE SIEGEL-HAWLEY
AND THAD WILLIAMSON

Imaost every povernor

elected in recent memaory

has recognized how crit-
fcal education is o the econem-
ic and social welfare of vuwr
commomwealth. Each has come
into office ready to put his per-
sonal stamp on Virginis's edu-
cational sysiem. However, we
betteve the tme has come for
e state s chiel execatbve o
realize that our current system
is i lompger funcinning in an
equitable manner, paricularly
for children who are ator below
the poverty lne.

We have created & system of
education that is a Dickensian
tale of two worlds - ore tha
o stuidents o afflient
schools to have enriching expe-
dences apd opporeunities for
cridcal thinking, collaboration
v ereativity in safe aed in-
viting facilities, and another that
forees children in high-poverty
schools w confront curriculs
narrowly focused on bench-
mark testing and “drill and kil
instructional methods in
sthiools that are broken, out-
dated and staffed with deeply
underappreciated teachers,

We nifer a challenge To viu —
kil PoverTor-in -waiting — (o
fundamentally change our
state's systern of education
assist and value those children
whis live in poverty, as well ps
the masesy enre at Tisk of falling
inga poverty. While previous
acdiministrations, such as that of
L. Tim Kaine, have fackied
sOCip-economic inequaity and
poverty in genesal, we heliee it
e time 8o focus directly on the
educational needs of kigh-risk
children.

We do not need more tesis,
hard - posed accountabiliy and
"ty excuses” thinking that al-
lows adults o treat poor chil-

dren as objects in a game of
accreditation, proficiency and
annual measurahie ohjectives.
Labeling high-poverty schoals
with i laﬂm;;?ﬂdc and in-
creasing standardization and
testing to improve that grade
simply promotes mose 1ofe
knsowledge ind narmowing of the
curriculum without offering
students a real path to post-
secondary cducation and bester
lifee and career opportunities,

Improving Education in Virginia

An open letter to Gov.-elect MCALﬂJﬁe_

And because child prverty rates
are inereasing dramatically,
these punitive policies will im.
pact more children now than
aver before,

Ouar state poveritnent needs
to realize that ehildren who lve
b poverty face pmational and
soclal challenges far different
from the Exi:er:ences of o child
in a stable, kigher-income fimk-

. Children in poventy are wn-

e acute and chronic stress,
wihiich impacts their abifity to
learn in the shore tenm and has
damaging effects on the body
and brain in the bing term.
Cognitive functions associated
with languape, working memory
and spatial and visual cognition
are also impacted. A child in
poverty often experiences more
abssences from school, more
trattention, reduced creativity
and memory, difficaliy with
mistivatlon and social-behivioe-
al issuees.

Such effects are simply mag-
nified when schools serve over-
w’helmirhg]y high proportions of
Emm students. We have known

e many decagdes that the over.
all sacio-econonie makeup of a
sehoul can hive o greater im-
pact oo a chifld's achisvement
than that same child's own
soci-eeonoie backsrownd.
Acruss the state, high-poverty
schools alse tend 10 be defined
by stark patterns of rcial and
ethnie isolstion. Double segre-
gation by racesethniciey and
class is i central reason why to
this day, nearky B0 vears after
Brown v. Board, separate stjll
repmains unegk,

As the newly elected gover-
ouor, you have the oppartunity
to set @ different cowrse for
education in Vieginia.

We believe one of vour first
arts should be toestablish o
state-level Comumission on
Equal Educativnal Opporounity,
it could be modeted uEm’ the
national Eguiry and Excellence
Comumission, which produced a
groundbreaking report last
winter fitled “For Each And
Every Child: A Strategy for Egui-
v and Excellence.” That com-
nission and the ensuing repor
presented findings and recom.
eenditions aimed ot creating
enoee ejuitable educatinnal
policies., Similarky, our pooposed
cufttrnssion m Virgieia would
be tasket with reviewing pol- »
icies at the stare bevel that exac-

fi school inance system with an

- Eve o hiwy rescnirces dre dis-
tribted to schools with high
leviels of poversy:

+ Stimulating regional col-
luboration around educational
issues through the provision of
meaninghul steee-level incen-

tves;
guidance to

* Prov
scheal districts related 10 the
creation of student assignment
#o  pulicies that foster racially and

4 coonomically diverse schools;

+ Ensuring that basic civil
rights protections like froe
transportation, inclusive our-
reach and non-competitive
ad:mw-:m.iﬁohcies are gim-
bedded in the desigh of rapidly
growing school-chaice pro-
grams: and, finally

+ Appointing officials w your
wifministration, the State Board
of Education and the Superin-
rendent of Public lnstruction
wha wre willing (o confront
nnuies of PEVETTY, tguity and
diiversity in ouwe sehools,

As wie pursue such policies, i
is critical o recognize thi
schools cannot reduce inegual-
ity and provide & pad 1o the
mmiddie class un their cwn. Par-
alle efforts to promoge social
mahitity are needed in other
seciors, mcluding housing,
employiment and transport-
tiof. Butwhen it comes to eda-
catinn, we think thit you, Gav.-
elect MoAukifie, should focus on
policies that promote egeity.
access and inclusiom for all
children. If we engage our
mincs and fearns on these is-
suess, Virginia rmipht begin e
break the link hetwien a child's
AP eode and his of het sub-
segueerst life chiances. The bot-
norr dereer Evere student needs o
fave the same eguatin of op-
prariunity for the future success
af pur commonweaith.

Poverty in Richmond

This 15 one in a series of coluwsng discossing variows aspects af the
Waysr's Anti-Poverty Commission report and, subsequently, the Magaie
L. Walker initiative for Expanding Oppartunily and Fghting Poverty, Link
ta the series through the Opinlan page at TimesDispatchoom,

erbate disparities and would put  entties to engape parents in
iorth solutions tat address faciiitating the cognitive and
opportunity and equity gaps in - emational growih of a child:
vur education system. + Probing the nature of stan-

Ihis commission could have  dards and high-siakes testing,
a multipronged approach with @ pariculardy as 0 relates w the
focus o developing o palicy teaching and learning of chil-
agenda in such key sreas as: o dren whis age at-risk and in high

+ Holsering the steee’s fn- <7 need;
vestment in eardy childbood + Meeting the langueage
education; needs of children in a rmannes

+ Providing wrap-around thaat ecopnises sécond langusg-
sepdioes to students and thei 5 as i ocrucial asset 10 their
families, particulardy mothers,  educational development;
thiat address their nesds in a + Understanding that high-
hulistic manner: guiaskity instruction can help

+ Understamding twe integral  atleviate the effects of poverny
role of health services for the and exploring how can we g
at-risk child i the education tract, train and retain saperion
process; weachers inhigh-povery

+ Waorking with nonprofits,.  schools;
places of worship and other v Examining our state’s

Contact D, Thomas Snlelds. assistant
prafecsor andf director of the Center for

Dri Shiekls and Willamson were mam-
btvs of thee Mayor's Anti-Poverty Comimis-
=18
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