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PHEPACE

1t 1é'the purpose of this theslis to show the very
close and contin&ed rolationshlp between the governe
ment of England and the colony of Virginia in the
Commonwealth period and the greator independence of
Virginla under the Protectorate. i'any debatable quose
tions arcse during the Commonwealth perlod and were
treated in accordance with the local situatlon. The
general relationship of this first period is that
of close and friendly interest, but, at the‘same timo,
the autharity of the Commonwealth was maintained. In
the Protectorate perilod there were fewer questions,
since the Lord Proteotor was occupied with hseavior
and moré pressing problems concerned with Ingland's
foreizn and domestic polliclose. Difficultles between
the Council of State and the Virginia Colony in this
poriod wére largely the rosult of the espplication
of the Navigation Act or else the survivel of the
0ld colonlal policy.

The ceonclugions drawn aré baaed upon rathor
limited source material. 211l avallable matoriel,
howover, has besn used. In many instances, lack of
souroe materlial nocessitated the use of sccondary
informatlion. In every caae; however, the writer has
made use of rosearch in arriving at the conclusions
presented in this paper.

gharlotta Anne Leale
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CHAPTER I

COMIONWEALTE PERIOD IN VIRGINIA,
1649-1653

Tho meeting of the Long Parliament in lovember,
1640, brought to a climax a serles of ovents which
predipitateﬁ the traglec civil war of the seventeenth
contury and led to the overthrow of the kingship and
the establishment of the Jomaonwealth and Protectorate
governmentss, In qulck succession the Long Parliament
adopted a series of measures definitely éurbing the
powers of the crown and providing for tho impeache
ment and trial of Archbishop lLaud and the Harl of
Strafforde. So far there was agroement in the reformm
progran of parliament, but too quickly, the membors
began to quarrel vlolently over the religlious policye.
The introduction of the radical Root and Branch 211l
broke up the harmony of the Parliament and gave
Charlss I a chance to intervens. Hows of the revolt
in Ulster in the fall of 1641 necessitated the draft-
ing of the li1litia Blll, providing for Parliamentary
control and thus donying the king's prerogative. In
liovember, 1641, the irand ﬁamonntraneo; indicting
“the tyrannicel pollcles of Charles I and his ministors,
passed In the lHouse of Commonse. All of these measures

brought dissonslone



Charles 1, seelng the opportunity to zot control,
attempted the arrest of five llembers. The outcome
of this high-handed action was a rift betwcen the
K ing and Parlisment and Cherlea I's withdrawel to
Oxfords Parliement nt once bezan the preparation
for wars The final raaglt was e parliamentary vice-
tory. There followed ézbrief interlude of negotia-
tions, interrupted, hﬁwever, by & serles of ovents
| which necessitated a second and very brief camn.
paign. Ultimately, the army leaders came to the
conclusion that the K ing must be speadily brought
to trial. On December 6, 1648, ?ride's Purge
brought about the ousting of the moderates in the
Iong Parlioment and the ascendancy of a radical
group wholly in fevor of drantic messures in deale
ing with Charles I+ After thls cvent, affairs were
settled quicklys In January, 1649, the Rump
Parliament, claiming supreme powor, establlshed a
Special High Court of Justioce authorized to bring
tho King to trials Charles I wea condemned, sen=-
tenced to death, and finally executed on January 30,

1649,



In Fobruary, 1649, tho Commonwealth, a new
experiment in republican government, was established.
The chief inastltutions of the now governman? were
(1) a Council of State of {orty~one members which
included army leadors and members of the Parliament,
(2) aporoximately sinty weubera of the Louso of
Comnons usually known as the Lump Parllameont, and
(3) the Army under the leadorship of Oliver
Sromwell. Under the now rosime the Councll of State
replaced the old privy council which together with
the Secretary of State had disappeared. It woas

2
directly responsible to the parllamont, and it was
authorized to act as & board of trade and planta-
tions and to transact diroctly a

large amount of business in the
interest of manufactures, trade,
commerce, and the colonles. It
Initlated importont measures,
received petitions, reconatrances,
end comnlaints, eithor at {irst

hand or through Farliament, fron
which 1t also received special

1 Ce Ly Andrews, ‘.rltisik Committees, Commlsslonas,
and Councils of ;rada and Plantatlions 1622-1675"
Johns liopkins University 3Studles in iistonx and
Politlcal Sclence, <XVI, nose i—a, Ppe 25, S0

2 ‘“he mombers of the Councll of 5State were appointed
for one year and reagnointed under succegsive
commissionse lis Le Osgood, 1he Amerlcan Colonies
An the Seventesnth Century, & vola. lino llacmillan
Tompany, Lew YOTL, Iﬁub-%%ﬁ?, Iii, 114. Andrews,
doce cite, ppe 25; S0




-orders, entored into debate upon
21l questlions arising therefrom,
summoned before it anyone who
might be able to furnish infor-
mation or to offer advice, and
then drew up its roply, embodled
In an ordaer dlspatched to gove
ermment officlals, private
individuals, adventurers, merw
chantd and trading companies,
colonial governmentg in particue
lar or in genoral. ©

It was,therefore, glven the authority to encourage
and advance "Eanglandt!'s trade at home and abroad and
to rogulate the affairs of the plantations".4

A saignificant development of the Commonwealth
porliod was the growth of committees.s The Councll
of State was unwioeldy with its many menmbers; there-
fore, its business was performed through standing
and speclal cormittees which 1ncludadAthe admiralty,
trade, and plantations. The Admiralty Committeo
was active in investigating and reporting upon
nattors that affected Virzinia and other colonies.s
There was also a commlttee appointed primarily for
colonial affairs. "Then on Narch 2, 1650, the
Council of State issued an order that the entire
council, or any five of its membors, should constie-

7
tute a Commlttes for Trade and Plantations,."

S Andrews, loce clt., De 32.

4 Ibiao, Pe o(h

5 Usgood, ope cite, III, 114.

6 Ibid.; G. L. leer, khe Origing of the British
Colonial System 1578-1660, ike lacmillian company,
Liow YOIk, %gﬁﬁ, PDe 418419,

7 Ibidv, De 419.




Besides these various committoes of the Councll
of 3tete, "the earlicst separate council to be estab-
lighed from 1650 to 1660" was the Commission or
Counecil of Trade, aupointed by an act of ?arliament,
August, 1650, with Lir lLoarry Vane and the merchaent,
Benjamin Viorsley, as prosident snd secretary respec-
tivelys One of lts dutles wa: to sonslder the
colonies and to advise how they might best be
"managed and made most useful for the Commonwealth".a
liere 1@ the "{irst attempt to estaldish a legltimete
control of commorclal and colonial affairs",g but
the Council gave primary ettontion to Inzlish trade
and in 1652 became an inactive bedy.lo

The activlity of the Couneil of 3tate, "which
itself eoxercisod the functions of a board of trade
ahd plantations“,llsupplanted the Tradé\ﬂommisaion.

A socond councll was elected on ?ebruafy 12, 16560
with twenty new members and the remaining\twehty~one

from the rirst council of 1649, On liovember 24, 1651,

8 Andrews, loc.cit., p. 24. The comprehensive ine
structions oi thls committee "stand with the ordi-
nancea of October, 16560 and the liavigation Aot of
1651, 'as forming: the firat definite expression of
Ingland's commercial policy". ,

9 Iblde, ps 25

10 Teor, op. clts, p. 421.

11 Andrews, loc. cite, De 30



a third counclil was chosen in the same manner and
likewise the fourth council of Iovember 24, 1652.
By this tlme many of th2 new members wore usually
old members who wore dropped for a year or more.
The fifth council was reduced to thirty-one mern=
bers on July 9th and 14th in 1653 and was planned
to last only untll lovember, 1653. The fifth and
sixth counclls were chosen in the same year, each
wlth a personnel of fiftesn o0ld and fifteen new
members. Finally, the sixth council, that was
elected lovember 1, 1655, was chosen for six
months, but it was supplanted after six woeeks by
the Protector’s Council, elected December 16, 1653,
under the provisions of the Instrument of

, 12
Government.

iJpon the executlon of Charles I and the estab-
lisiment of the Comronwealth wlth 1ts many changes
there came sharp confllicts with the colonles. With
the exception of New England, the colonles as a
whole refused to recognlze the newly established
government in England and declarod thelr alleglance

to Charles II. This attitude was, of course, to ve

12 Ibide, pPpe« 30=31.



expected in the favored Koyalist colony of Virginia.
Altbough transportation and ccmmunication facilitles
were cruade, rumor and reports of the traglc events
of Jangary reached Virginis in the early months of
1649.10 The reception of the news of the trial and
death of Charles I brought forth many reactions in
favor of the Stuartss. One of the firat public oxe~
prossiong came from the royalist planters of the
Igstern Shore.%%These men wore shocked by the ex-
ecutilon .of Charles I and tried to express tholr
grief and Indignetion by a4 declaratlon of loyalty
on February 1, 1649, There was issued a proclama«
tion by the Commander and Cormissioners (or Justices)
of Accomac declaring Prince Charles the helr of
the late king and pledging the psople's alleglance
to him.ls

The Comsonwealth government was not Inclined
to let such actlon pass unnoticed. On July 24, 1649,
the Council of State ordered letters to be written
to the plantations,lﬁgiving thenm formal notification

of tho "changse of government in 1649, sending them

13 Beer, ops cite, pe 360,

14 Ibide. ,

15 Jennings Cropper .Vise, Ye HKincdome of Accownack e
or The Eastorn Shore of Virginla In the seventeenth
Tentury, Tne noll Look and stabionary company,
nichmond, Virginia, o©.1911 , ppe 110-111,

16 feer, ope clt., p. 3623 "Sainsbury Abstracts", The
Virginia Magzazine of History and Biography, XVII,

15=10. This will bs reforred £o later as calnsbury

© Abstracts.e




papers necessary for thelir Information, and re-
quiring them to be obedlent 1f they expected the
protestion which the Republle was prepared to
extend to them"¢17 This letter was approved and
sent on July 26, 16%9.18
When news of the deeth of Charles I roached

Jemestown in 1649, Sir Willlaem Berkeley, who had
beeon governor slnce 1642, callod an assembly on
October 10th to express his indignation and g;rief.lg
This body under the leadership of CGovernor
Berkelsy and his falthful Foyelist followers ene
acted a law which doclared the exiled Charles II
to be the "rihtrul soverelizn of Virginia', and
any proposal to deal with or accept the Commonwealth
was denounced as treason. lien were forbldden to
speak cfec

the late salnted k&ﬁg, or accept

the aforesald cursed and de=

structive principles, or go atout

by 1rreverent, or scandalous

words or language to blast the
menmory and honor of the late most

17 Andrews, loc. clt., Des 32,
18 Sailnsbury Abstracts, XVII, 19.
19 Hary Newton Stanard, The Story of Virginla'ls
rirst Century, Je B. Lippincott Company,
o Philadelghia, 1922, pe 2156, (vol
0 We o Dodd, Strugcleg for Democracy (vol. I of
The 01d Sonth) - IS0—




pious kings and whatover por=-
sons soever shall bty words en-
deavor to Insinuate any doubt.
concernlng the undoubted right
of hls ¥Majesty that now ia to
the colony of Virginia, such
words and speechos shall be ad-
Judged treason.

At the request of Governor Berkeley, Colonel
Richard Lee hired a Dutch vessel and went to Erussels
to surrender Sir Willlam!s commission from the late
Charles I. At Dreda, lolland, the exlled prince

. 22
gave him a new commlsslon for the Governor.

Those expressions of Loyalist sentiment were
strengthened by the many Zavallers who came to

23
Virginia in these unsettled years. Governor
Berlkteley had invited many Koyalista to come to the
colony as a place of security. One of the first to
corme was DBeauchanp Plantégqnet who was supposedly
an agent for several persons who were sasking land
on which to settle. He was entortained by Captain
Samuel Matthews at the present site of Newport
Hews, but no settlement was made. Another picturesque

character was the royally apnointed Lieutenant of

21 W, IIy Henlng, Statutes at Large, I, 359-361 1s
aboreviated by Dodd, ope« clte, p. 120,

22 Sainsbury Abstracts, XVII, 134-135; Leer, op.

- Clt., DDe B60=361s . |

23 TbId,, pe 361, Hajor John frodnax was one of
several Royallist officers who settled in York
County during the clivil war in Zngland. "liistory
of York County 1n the Leventeenth Century®, Tyler's
Guarterly Listorical and uenealoglcal liagezlne,
T,‘?K"’T%a poil, 1920)
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the Tewer, Cir Thomae Iansf{ord, who came to sebtle
finally in ¥Yirginlo with hio wifo oand daughters.
fany Cavalier miniuters of the Zsteblishied Churech

who had been ejected from their parishes found
24
scliace in the loyal Virginla cclonye

complete control of Virpinig was o very defle

nite (0llcy ol tho Jouncil ol .totes Ior ciample,
on October 11, 1649, a letter was sant to Governor
Dorireley requestlng him to psrnit lr. Thomas
larrison, & minister who was bonished from the

colony in 164¢ for refuslng to use tho Prayer Iool,
286
to return te his congregation.

sesiie Itnow that you cannot be
ignorant that the Common Preyor
Zook is prohlblited ty the
Ferliament of Inzlend, and
therefore you are hereby ro-
quired to pernit the sane iir.
arrison to return to his said
congrecation to gbe exercise of
his ministry¢ &

24 ltoward, op..gits, ppe 218«210+ An intercsting
account of the Cavallors is found In A Voyere
ta ai””ibiﬁ by “olonel Morwood, 1In Foree, iracts,

fi0» te

25 Jainsburg rustrects, FEIL, 19=20, u

£6 Js i.» Laotene, 'inc Larly ielations botwoen
naryland and Vir inlae” Johns uoakins Iniversity

sStudles in Lisfor*cal and follticel & Scilence,
A.‘,.i.,i; NOG « S=d, Dadbs :




lire larprlson béd been originally a minister of the
Eétablished Church of in:land, but he thersupon
became head of tho congrecation of Indopendents
in liansomond Jounty. At Litehigll on Cctober 11, 1649
wos receivedna petition from some of his congfe~
gatlon who complalined of the banishmont of this
able minister.27 However, :ir. barrison did not try
to return to ﬁir@iniapga

This order was merely one of many evidences
of the intentlon of the dommonwealth governnent to
zaintaln its authority in the plantations On
October 3, 1649, the Council of State referred tho
Virginia sltuation to the Admlrslty Committee. On
Noverber 20th this Comulttee ordered Maurice
Thompson, a Puritan supporter of the Commonwealth
wio had once owned land in Virginla, and other
Interosted merchants to conslder the matter for the
good of the Jommonwemltl: and the merchants who
traded with Virginia and slso to bring written prow

posals for the best scttlement of the plantatione |

27 Sainsbury Abstracts, XVII, 19-20.
28 Lownrd, ope 8lte, Ds 218
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29
Then on Deccmber 4th, the Protestation of Governor

lerkoloy was referreé also to theo Admiralty
Comultteo for conalderatione. After mootings had
beaen deferfeﬁ several times from December S5, 1649
to January 9, 1650, the Coninittee- ligurlce /

Thompson, VWilliam Pennoyor, #illiam Allen,
30
Benjamin Voraley, and others~ advised

that commissioners be nominated
by Parliament in whom the gove
ernmont may bo immedlately
placed, with power to settle
thie smme under the government
of the Commonwealth, and to
gppoint a Governor end Council
to reside upon the nlace for
sdminlstration of government,
with the formor powors [ranted
to Zir irancls wyatt, and such
other powers as nay b¢ nocose
8ary for the present well Ore
dering of the plantation. The
Attorney General is desired to
concelva the draft of a gzrant
to that effact, with convenient
speed, in which tho confines of
the plantations are to be pare
ticularly oxpressod acggrding
to the anclent limits.”

This sugzestlon was igsued In the form of an Order

of the Admlralty Committes that was signed

29 This Protestation was posslbly a proclamation
rociting the loyal act of the Assembly of
Getober, 1€49. Salnsbury Abstracts, XVII, 21,

0 I.b'ldo, DDs 20=22.

31 Ttato ravers, Colonlasl Sories, XI, 332. These
are commonly rerorred to as uolonlal Papers.




15

January g, 1649=-50 by Sir lienry Vane and Slr John
Danvers-cz

On Febrguary 26, 1649«50, the bualness of
vipsinla was ageln the subject of an Order of the
Councll of States This order;which was consldered
on larch lat and was referred later to the Admiralty
Committee on larch 2nd, permitted the shlps John
and Thomas to go to Virginia. The Judges of the
Admiralty had to be certain that the shlps were
not to be used against the service of the
Com:onwealth, and a list of the passengers who had
to "subscribe the engagement” was to be returned
to the Committae.ss

During the Commonwealth perilod permits were
granted by the Council of State to many people
who wished to lesve England. These were to be pro-
sented to all Offivers of the Ports and Customs,
Comptrollers, and Searchers. On April 9, 1650, the
license for the passage of Sir Henry Chicheloy,
Thomas Cox, and Robert Plgge to Virginla was
granted by the Council of State. Elther by taking
the engagement or by their security that they would

32 Sainsbury Abstracts, XVII, 23.
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do nothing against the State and the present gove
ernment, they were allowed this 1icense.34

However, the reduction of the government of
Virginia to the obedience of the Comnonwealth was
8till debated before the Admiraslty Committee on
¥ay 3, 1650. The merchant, Ienjamln VWorsley, was
ordered to go to the Attorney General foy the

Cammiéaion concerning Virgzinla, whore the question

| was to be presented to the Committee of the
Admiralty for conslderation. Therefore, on iay 21,
1650, by Order of the Commlittee of the Admiralty
the draft of an act for the settlement of Virginia
under the government of the Commonwealth was to
be presented to the Zouncil og <tate whilch was to
send the same to Parliament.Sb

In apite of restrictlons, trade flourished
between Englend and the colony. Frequent orders
from the Admiralty Committes and the Councill of
State permitted vessels and passengers to go to

Virginia. By an Order of the Admlralty Committee
on August 6, 1650 the ship Constant Ann, her

passengers having teken the engagement and pledged

34 Ibid., Dal33.
35 1blid sy Del34,
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by a £2000 bond that the vessel would be secured
aiainst the encmies of the Commonwealth, was
allowed to recolve her pasaongsers on board and
nroceed to Virginiaasa In accordance with the
duties of the Admiralty Comulttes “to‘confer with
the merchants trading with Virginia concerning
thelr trading Iin comranies and glving aecﬁrity for
the securing thelir éhipa azalnst the enemies of
the Cormonwealth®, leave was granted to olght
nasters to proceed with thelr ships.ov

Pending later orders, the Councll of <“tate
- on August 10th ordercd that a lettor be written
to the Commissloners of tho vustoms and an order
be sent to one Colonel Deane to astop the ships
which were bound for Virginia until further notice.
This ceme on August 14, 1650 and declared that
ships bound for Virginia should have leave to go
on thelr voyage 1f the master of eaoh ship with
the merchants énd owners of same gave a bond of
A2000 to the Htate in the Admiralty Court that
they would not eone under tho command of any fort

38
or caatle upon reachinyg Virginla.

36 Iblds, ps 141,
mn; De 142
DiGe

(R
=3
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These efforts to restrict the trade of the
colenies had a dseoper meaning than would appear
on the surface. In the flrst half of the eentury,

while Ingland was struggling between "iure divino

Anglicanism and parliaementary Parliamentarianism,
the Duteh had becoms leaders in forelgn commerce®.
They had vest capital, "more highly developed
banking facilitles and commercial methods" by means
of which the 1little nation had gained the "economio
mastery of Iurope'. As early as 1650 the leaders
of the Commonwealth realized that the economic
growth of England in "nearly every direction was
stunted by Dutch competition."sg

The buteh were supreme in the herring fishery
“and, es a result of low rates, wonopolized the
carrying trade of the worlde. England was both
humiliated and extremely jealous of such trading
prowess on the part of lolland., "As soon as
Parliament was freed from the anxzxiety of the‘struggle
with the Crown, its attentlon was turned to rec-
tifying this state of affairs.” . : The mercantile
supremacy of the Dutch led to the Parllamentary

40
Acts of 1650 and 1651,

—————

59 Beer, ops._cit., p. 372,
40 Iibld., pp. 372-374.
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On deptembor 10, 1650, the Admiralty Committee
orderod that tho draft of en act for the reduction
of loyal colonies be preparcd for the Committee to
sond to the Council and thence to Parliament for
congsidorations. The Comx:ittece ulso advised that all
shipe in any of the Commonwealth ports that woere

bound for the colonies be atayed until further
41
order-

see that all ships and gocds
be stayed end exzxamined- and
thot 21l letters and writings
taolzen in such shlps be sent
up to this Cormittee to be
perused and the involces &
©lils of lading sent the

- Comnitra of the Customs who
may be empowered to examine
whether the zoods in such
ships do belong to persons
well affacted to this
Commonwealth or note 22

The declaration of September 1l0th was followed
up by the Non-intercourse Act of September 19, 1550
which prohiblted trade and commerce to Darbadoes,
Antiqua, Virginia, and the Somers Islands "because
of thelr rebellion agninst the Comonwealth and
Government of Ingland". It was read twice on
September 27th and was passed wilth amendignta in

the liouso of Commons on October 3, 1650. In 1ts

final stage; the Parliamentary Act forbade "the

41 Jalingbury Atstracts, XVII, 143,
42 Tbide, e 195
43 iblde, ppe 143~144.
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robellious colonles to have 'any maner of Comuerce
or Traffique wlth eny people whatsoever!," and a%so
prohiblited any commercial intercourse with them.ﬁﬁ
"In additlon to this punitive clauao; the act cone
tained a provision of more pormanent character, by
which all foreign ships were forbildden to !'come to,
or irade in, or Trafflique with' any of the Inglish
colonles in Amerilca, unless llicenss had first been
obtained from Parliamont or the Zouncill of State.
It was stated in the act that this provislon was
dosigned to provont encnmles of the established
govornment from belng carried to the colonies."45
Although this Act of October 3, 1650 may be
of "fundomental constitutlonsl significance in
Bpltish coloninl history"?eita importance es an
economic measure 1s dlsputeds One ruthorlty
cleims that the act would “appoear to have been of
political character, but in reality 1t was of a

conmorcial neture, and was desizned to oust the

44 Scobell, Collectlion of Acts and Ordinances
(London, T80T, Li, pPpPs loc-lo4 Yo source of
Parlimmentary Act of October 3, 1650 for
Eeer, ops cits, p. 3C4.

45 Ibid, :

46 .aurice Fercy fshley, “ne “inanciel cnd Comnerclal
Policy under the Jromwellian .rotectorato, ,
uxiord Unlversity rross, iondon, 1lUo%4, pe 1324
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Dutch from the English colonlal trade, and to soe
cure a monospoly theéeof to the national ahipping."47
Another authorlty declares that 1t was a temporary
measure= "a war measurs, the retallation of the
v&ctoriansgparty in tho c¢ivil waxr upon tho vane
quishod."4

Rezardless of its disputed Importance, the
act served amdmnirably as a means to stir up opposle
tion in the royal Virginia colonye Upon hearing of
the paasaze of the Act of October 3, 1650,"
Governor Derkeley called together an Assembly in
saren, 165105@At that timeo he mede en impassioned
speech in which he erraigned farliesment. Ko doe
clared that the "Londoners 'would feine bring us
to the same poverty wherein the imteh found and
rolieved us; would take away the liberty of our
conaclence and tongues, and our right g{ giving en d

selling our goods to whom we please!,"  After his

47 Beer, opns oite, De 384. "Chips selzed for violasting
tils act wore to Le tried in the Admiralty Court'.

48 Mo Pe Ashley, oDe clbs, De 132,

49 Veer, ope Clte, De Glbe

50 Thomas <« nePtenbaker, Virsinla under the Stuarts
1607»1688, ¥rinceton University rress, rrinceton,

9ld 5, pe S5
51 Va; Fage of Eigts. gnd Dlose, I, p. 76 1s quoted

By Eear, SBe Cite, Do 354
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52
speoch the act of Parliament was read sloud. The

Assembly answered 1n e long "Declaration" which
declared finallys |
¥eé are resoclved to Continue our
Allegoeance to our most Gbatlious
King, yoa as lony as his gratious
favour peralts us, we will voaco=
ably trade with tho Londoners,
and all other nations in anity
wvith our Soveralgne: irotect all
forralgne lerchants with our
utmost force in our {apos:
Allwales pray for the hanpy res-
toration of our H¥ing, and reopenw
tance in them, who to the haszard 53
of thelr soules have opposed him.

As Governor Berkeley foresaw, the Inglisgh
found it almosd inpossible to enforce a strict
bloclzados. It was hard to send vessols to the
Virginis waters, and foreign merchants continued
to import goods and expeort the colony's tobacco.
Hollond was partiocularly fortunate in this quarrel
between Ingland and the Virginia colony, for they
extended thelr alroady profitable trades. The
Couricll of State begzan to ronlize by the come
plaints of the London shiippers that the Act of
Octoberd, 1650 was more injurious to England thar

64
to the obstinate colonye.

52 wertenbaker, ops clt., p. 08

63 Vae Loce of LIste 6nd Diloge, I, DDs ’?’5-81%“3 source
Tor herté“ﬁaker, gfz cite, Do 98

54 Uertenbaker, op. Cits, Dpe 98-90.
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On ¥ovember 28, 1882, rParliamment granted a
license that sllowed the peoplo of llew Ingland
to trade with Farbadoes, Antlous; leormudas or
55

Virginia until July 31, 10651, Thon, on lay 28,
16561, the Council of State, unon reading the
petition of ibreben felumer and Thonas Gebber,
ordered that these merchants have

liberty to trade te Virginla

upon security glven in the

court of tho Admiralty that

thoy shall not trade with the

enemies of the State of

Yir;inla nor sive any asslstence

to them And that lettors of a

private man of war be iziven

to them to enable them to dcss

service to the Jormmonwealth.

in Septomber, 1651, ordors were ilven by the
Inizlish Souncil of State concerning the shipment
of hoyalists to the colony. By an CGrder of September
10%h, sixteen hundred and ten nrisoners of war,
"practically all Scotehmen, who were talten at the
battle of lVoroester, wers to be used by Virzginlans
as sorvants, provided they were :iven "Christian
57

usage"s sSeveral Jdays later, on .eptember £5th,

tho Iinglish Councill ordered that the Committes for

jol
&3]

Salnstiury Abatencbss XVII, 278
66 Lilide .
87 m., ps 2793 Stenard, ODos Qﬂ.tu, p» 221.

11
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the prlsoners place g Scolch minister who was a

prisoner, too, wilth every £00 prisonerae. The

-

ninisters were to have freo transportation fure

nished by the merchents and upon arrival to "be
: 58
free of sorvitude®,

After considering the oprosition of the
59
royal Virginia colony and hecering the pleas  of
60
the Virginis larliamentary narty, 1t became

"apparent that only by ermed force could the .
submission of the roﬁ&list coloniss be sacurad".bl
Therefore, after long deliterstion, the Council
of Stats of the Commonwealt!: of Ungland declded

to send commiscioners to reduce Virginla and her
62

Inhabitants to due obedlencs. On Soptemior 26, 1651,

58 sainsbury Abstracts, XVII, 28l.
59 ny Ordsr oi tie Council of state, July 1, 1l@51,

the Committee whlch was appointed for the buslness

of iarbadoes was to receive the information con-
cerning Virginias while ire Denjamin vhetcombe
and ire. Chaloney who wes at this time added to
tho Committes were to conalder it. Ibids, pe 270,

GO ‘ertenbalker, Ops clt., De 93,

61 Deer, ope clts, De 562e

G2 Ee De TieilT, Virginia Carolorum, Joel Munsoll's
Sons, Albany, Ts T, 1556, pe 217; Lothrop
vilthington, "Surrender of Virginia to the
Parliamentary Commissioners, Yarch 1€51-2,"
_Y_B_»Q u; 2_1: Hists and ?‘310{«’;-, X1, 38
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instrictions were sent to the appolnted comilssion-

63
era who wore Gaptalin Lobert iemnis, Lichard Dennett,
64
Thomas S3tagg, and Coptoin Uillliam Clalborno.

These commissioners with an ermed force wore
to salil elther on the ship John or tho Culnea, ?
frligate of llolland, as Saptain Dennia dirécted.Js
Upon arrivael at the colony they weve "to use thelr
best ondeavors to rcduce all the plantatlions within
the Pay of Chegapeske to tholr due obedience %o tho
Parliement of the Cormonwealth of lIngland". o0 They
were also gzlven the power Lo pardon and indemnify
the 1nhebitants of the ~lantatleons 1f they would
subialt to the Jomronwealthne Liovever, they could make
oxceptions and limitatlons in those pardons as they

deeormed nocessarys If the inhabltonts did not submit

quietly, tho commissioners might use force and free

those who would "sorve as coldiers if thelr asters
67

stand in opposition to tho »resent CGovernnontee "

63 Tho name 1s spelled Zennectt and Zennect, but I
prefar the former.
64 Dy an Order of the Council of State, Magust 15,
1651, those who went in tho fleet ware gllowed
o talke shoes and cother ;oods that were sent
usually for trade., Sainsbury Abstracts, XI, 279.
65 Withington, loc. cit., De SU; oor, oDe cit., D.3CE.
66 Withington, lcc. cit., Pe Sa
67 Ibid;
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Then thoy worse to publish the acts of Parlianent
asalnst the King and the <ouse of Lords and the
acts for the abolition of the Jowmmon Prayer ool
and for the subgcrintlon of ithe onzagsmonte The
Corralanloners nhad the powar "Ho adminisbey an
oath to all inhabltanis or Hlantars thore ¢o be
true i+ faithful to Ghe Jomuonwealihy of Ingland as

1t 13 now establislied without n Iting or liouse of

A3

Lordss elso to give lliberi; o thozo who have
taken the Engagement to choose ILurgeases for
rogulating and governin: alfalrs thore, nrovided
nothing be acted scontrary to the ‘ov : of this
Sommonwealtih % the Laws establishe&“;ag'fhoy wore
also to have all writs and processes issuad In

the name of the Xeepera of the Liberty of Ingland
by the power of Parlianment. Should s member of
this commissloned zroup dle, only Hwo or more

ﬁora to execute these instmictions. And 17 Captailn
Donnig should dle or be absent for another reascn,
Zdmund Ourtlis, the commander of the Sulnea frligate,

69

was to msct as a commissloner and commend the fleete.

68’Ibidc, PPe IGm=ET
69 m., Pe 58
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Before sallilng, speclal instructions were given
to‘Gapéain Sobert Dennls. Ye was to follow the in-
strﬁcti&na that were given to the group of commission-
ers. But, he was also to try to selze all trading
vessels that diaobeyed the parllamentary acts. lLie
could Judge the best means of dlsposing of the
loot for the good of the ﬁommonwealth.vo Provision
was also mede 1n the commiassion that, if Sir George
Asyscue should complete his work of subduelng the
Barbadoes and should come to Virglnis while the
commissioners were still there, he should become
the superlor officer.’l

Pefore the commissloners had left the Inglish
shores, Parliament passed the famous Navigation
- Act of Cctober 9, 1651 whose purpose was to protect _
more fully English shipping from ubeh competition.vc
This act conflned the lmport trade to the plantations

and the export trade thence to Ingland entirelylto

70 Ibid,

71 i I:t Qﬁf_’;OOd, 9_2_0 _{zé.j;.o, I:I, 120

72 Beer, ops cit., pe. 385+ These parliamentary acts
of 1650 and 1651, alded by obther economic and
political factors led to war with the Unilted
Provinces in 1652 which was ended by a peace
treaty in 1654, Ibido, PPa 372370,
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73
pritish vessels." There is evidence that three

trading companies, the Iast India,; the Levant, and
the Iastland, worked for the paasage of the Act,
for they realized the nocecsliy ol thie recovery

of their trade which had been hurt Ly the civil
wa:e-vé At any rate, the Havigation Act of 1651

was a "purely military neasure prouoied Ly the

Long varllament o asslist the orivanvlion of the
75
navy” and an "iwportant peool of btue powerful

influence of commorcial and siépping interegts upon
the Jommonwealth lovormment”. "Uhis measure
governed, o was intonded to govorn, tho trading
rolations teﬁweanvgnglan& and her coloniea'until
the iivstoration.”

While thils well knmown weasure wes belng

onacted, tho armed [{lect was salling across the

73 Ashiley, QDe Clte, De 132« In fppondiz B, "“The
Character of Inglish exports and imports in
the mide-gevenbtooenth centuyry®, pe 184, tho
author lists

Coleoniel ZIxports: cloth {esp. seryes), tin,

' Teathor goods, leoad, zlass, earthen-
wvure, hats, shoes, stockings,
ralsing (re-oxported), slaves (from
Gulnea), woollen jpods, catile,
pipes, and provisions gonoerallys
Imports: tobacco (Virginia), sugar
{(vest indles), ginger, cottonwool,
sktins (a small quantity), indizo,
fustlic wocde

74 Ibide, pe 161,

75 Toide, De 157

76 L0ile, pPDe 1B57=105Cs

77 lglﬁv, De 132
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Atlantic to subdue the Vir inis colonye Zaptaln
Lennis and Commissioner Stay; were lost on the
ship John before reachlng Vipginiae. Therefore,
Aﬁdmund Curtis tooir the place of Captalin Dennis

as it had besn provided in the instructions to
both Ccmﬁiasionera end, gpecifilcally, to Captain
Dennia.vifter the flcet had reached the Virginia
shores, the Commissioners wnresentod thelr credon~-
tials and s&ught to fellow thelr Instructlons. In
this effort, Cepteln Jurtis with his copy of the
instructions worked in conjuncition with Richard
Pennett and Willlam Claiborne who were in Virginla

79
at this time.

78 Ospood, ope olte., iii, 1203 ielll, op. clte., p.219,
An Crdérrgf the 5ounc§l of state, ﬁﬁgéﬁga? 9, 1652
rocommnended that the petitions of the widows of
Captains Stagg and Dennls who were cast away in
the shilp John on government service in her voyage
to Virginia, be sont to the Admiralty Commlttee
for consideration of the rellief of the petitioners.
Sainsbury Abstractas, XVII, S68=-305.

79 Us;;00d, ope clte, 4iil, 120-121; J. ile Lateane, loc.
cite, pe ©le On October 2, 1081 from Vhitchall
was sent this notice from the Jouncll of State
to Kichard Lenncti:

In the enclcsed letter, sealed with the seal
of the Counecil, he will find some Instructions
concerning himself whlch he 1s to keep by him
and not open till the country be reduced to
the obedience of the Commonwealth of TInglandjg
when that 1s done he 1s to open that lotter
and pursue the directions found thereine.

Vilthington, loce glte, pe 40.
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In reogerd to the detalls of the surrender of
Virginla to the Parliementary Commissioners there
is little information., Vhen Governor Lerkseley
learned of the approach of an srmed fleet in
January, 1652, he prepared to reslist by force. lie
was promised the assistance of the Indiens and
manaized to collect gbout one thousand armed militla
at Jamestown. Lrms were distributed also among
the people of Jamestown, whlle the Governor put
men on some Lutch ships that were in the harbor.Bo
In his earnest atﬁempta to oppose the force,
Governor Berkeley blundered when he called the
commissionars,or the people they represented,
Ypirates and robbers'. He even predicted that

Virginia would be subjected to a controlling

company of greedy merchants; but the commissioners

80 Ibid., pe 333 Osgood, ope. cilt., III, 121-122;
: Latane, locs. cit., pps 51-52,

The maritime policy of Engfland at this
time was largely directe:l towards bLreaking up
the carrying trade of the butch, and one of
the chilef objects in sending the expedition
azainst the colonies was to supopress the
11licit exportation of tobacco in Dubtch ships
which, in spite of all restrictions, had
greatly 1lncreased during the continuance of
the civil ' war in England. These ships were
thus very willing to render thelr assistance
to Governor Berkeleys Ibld., p. 52.



29

explained thelr purpose and circulated thelr com=-

mission. In this way, thoy counteracted the policy

of Deorkeleye. l'oreover, the _overnor and councill of

Virginie, althougl they nad the support of some

Cavalliers, wers ungrepareﬁ to resgist tlhie power of

the Bommonwealth.8 "herefore 'mutual engagoments!

passed between the commissioners and the zovernor

and councile. The militla wore sent home, and a call

was 1ssued for a mecting of the peneral assembly. N

This occupled the time from January till March, 1652.“m2
when the Assembly met at Jamestown, the

Virginions submitted quietly to the Commonwealth

of Inglend. The articles of surrender were signed

on'ﬁarch 12, '.!.652«&E3 They conslsbted of two parts.

The first articles were concluded with the general

8l 0Osgood, oD cit. III, pe 1283 Telll, cp. cit.,
pPPpe 280=ZL1e Aue roaalista in Viry inla in-
creaged after 164U, and tue celony, though 1t
might well have held out against a selige, sur-
rendered without a struggle to the fleet sent
by Frarliament in 1651 to effect its reduction.
The surroender waa the work of that large body
of planters and f{rec holders, parliamentarians
and cavallers alike, who deslred peace, trade,
and prosperlty, and who saw in reslstance and
possible defeat a further restriction upon
their market, and consequent riineeeM=Ce o
Andrews, Colonial Self-fovernment 1652-16890
(vol. V of f1he imerican listion, 6de by Ae Lo
hart), 202.

€2 (Osgood, ODe Gito, III, 122

85 Ibid.s U—Ehne, 1oGe cite, ps 52




assembly which was composed of Governor Herkeley,
the Councll and Eurgesaes‘gé These articles pro=-
vided that: (1) The inhebitanta of Virginla were
to remain subject to the Commonweplih of Ingland
according to the eatablished laws. This submission
was a voluntary act rather than a forced conquest.
(2) The people were to enjoy the froedom and
privileges of free born Inglishmen while the
formor government was doclared null and vold,

(3) The Grand Assembly was to meet and transact
the affairs oif Virginia which were to conform with
the laws of the Jommonwealth of Inglands (4) There
was to be full indemnity for all past acts againat
the English Parliament. (5) Virginis was to "have
and enjoy the ancient bounds and lymitgs granted
by the charters of the former Kinga,"ga and was

to aslkt for a new charter from Parliasment to proe-
tect her from those who have intrenched her rizhts.
(6) The patents of land that were grantei by any
preceding Covernors under the colony seal were to

remaine (7) Each person who was transported to the

colony was to be granted, as usual, fifty acres of

€4 Oggood, ope clt., III, 122; W. i« Eening,
statutes at Targe, I, 363. '
85 ‘zfszac, p:'g =.
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lande (8) The peobple of Virginie were to "have freo
trade as the poople of 3nglan§ do enjoy to 2l1
places and with all nations according to the lawes
of that Commonwealth", and were "to enjoy all
priviledzes equall with any Tnglish plantations in
America".ee (9) Virginia was to be ivec from all
taxes, customsa, and cther impositlons, while hor -
Grand Assombly was to consont to any sttempts of
the same. lelthor ports nor castlos were to be
erected and garrisons uoalinteined without the cone
gont of the Asszemblye. (13$ Ho money was required
from the colony with rcspéét to the expense of

this present fleete. (11) Those who refused to
submlt were to be glven o year to remove themselves
and their property fron Virginia, but in that year
they were to have the accustomed justlice. (12) The
uge of the Hook of Common FPrayer was to bo per-
mitted for the coming year with the consent of the
"major part of the parishes. Frovided that those
things whilch relaste to kingshipp or that zoverne
ment bo not vsed publiguely; and the continuance of
ministers In their places, thoy not misdemeaning
tiiemselves: fnd the payment of tlhielr accustomed

dues and aggroecmonts made with them respoctively

66 Ibid.

S t———
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shall be left as they now stend during the ene
sueing yeare." There were other minor items in
the sottloment. The Parliamentary Commissloners
rust pledge themselves and tic "honor of
parliament for the full serformance therecof" and
Governor Perkeley, the Councll end tho Eurgesées
must also subacri?g and ongage the wnole colony
on their parta“.ﬁa These articles wore signed
by Hichard Tennett, Willlam Clalborne, and-Iduund
Curtis, the threo commissioners ?%o helped to
settle this voluntary .<mz're;1:3.@.@111*.U‘~

The second group of artlcles which was cone
cluded with Governocr Terizeley and hils Eouncé%
was sizned by the samec three commissioners.
These articles doclared thats (1) The Governor
and Council were not obliged to talke the engage-
ment of fldellty to the Commonwealth for one
year, and during thet year tihry would not be cone
sured 1if they prayed or spoke well of the King
in their private homes or to thelr friendse.
(2) Governor perkeley, ot his own expense, would

bo allowed to send gsomeone to the exiled Hing

Charles to tell him of the surronder of Virginia.

87 Ibid,.
88 ibide, Pe 3565
89 1blde, ppe 363-3065; OUsgood, ope clte., Iil, 122-123,

00 Ibid., p. 122; Lening, Ope Clhes De 965




(3) e snd the Council were allowed to sell or
dispose of thelr eatates; could o wherever they
wisheds (4) They wore nlsc allowed free and equal
juatice in the Virginie courts for a year although
they may not take the engegoments (5) All of the
land and houses of the Covernor and Council to be
8ECUYO, (ﬁ) All debts due the Covernor and offile
cers by act of the Assembly were to be paid. The
Covernor was to be peid from tho goods that re-
mained in Vireginia from the tutch ship that re-
turned to Holland wlthout paying the customs. (7)%The
Governor may bilre a sbip bound fer Ingland or
Holland to transpbrt his goods and that of the
Counciles This ship was not to be molested. (8) The
Captain of the fort was sllowed to bulld his

house on fort islsnd. (9) Lvery person who was in
the colony that had served the iling hore or in
Ingland was to be free from any dangers or punishe
mentes (10) After those articles were signed an

act of indemnity was to be issued by the Parligmentary
Commiasionerse. lio persons in any court of juastice
An Virginia was to be questioned for the opinions

they held regarding these artlcles. (11) The
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Governor and Council were to have passos to leave
Virginia in eny ship et any time during the years
they were to be free from arrest and trouble if
they returned to England.gl

Despite these mild and just scttlements, the
actual surrender of the colony to the Parliamentary
Commisaioners led to a definlte local reaction.
There was a noticenbly wehenent protest Ivom th
Eastern Shore of Virginla. In that section which,
even to-day, is marked by peculierities ol custonm,
was o large group of Iuteh settlers who had come
for both commercial galins and relief from persecu=-
tion in othor colonies in the early seventecnth
centurys. By 1640, these coloniats had a flougiahn
ing trade with Lkolland and the vest Indiea.g~
Therefore, when the Parliementary Acts of 1660
and 1651 were put into effect, their economic life
was greatly disturbed, By these measures England
won the opposition of the Lutch in Accomac. Lut,
loyal to the Crown, they had declared by vroclamp=
tion, Charles II as legal king. VWhen the commission-

ers of this Jommonweanlil: Jovernment were sont in

91 Iblde, DPDe 36E~3GB,
92 Je Ue lilse, 80 clte, Dpe Tl=T7C,
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1651 to subdue Virginia and the war between
Hollend and Englaﬁd broke out in 1652, Nobthampton
County on the Fastern Shoée was concerned over
these events.gs

Commlssioner [ilchard Zennett in January, 1682,
sent an order to the Court ol Horthampton which
stated that upon the Inglish declaration of war
upon lolland, the Horthampton militla was to be
mustered and assembled., That same month came a
command from the Ceneral Assembly to selze Imibch
ships which came into orthampton waters since
the peninsula was opon to Lubtch: atiacke Ancthor
order came from Commlissioner Eennett which ordered
the seizure of sush Zubelh vessela. Since those
Duteh settlors were reported to be conspiring with
the Indlans to bring about another masssacre,
opposition to these poople grew on the peninsula.gé

Yet there wore othor problems in this EFastern

Shore protest to the surrender to the Parliamentery

Commlssioners. First, {rom 1647 to 1651, therc was

93 Iblds., ppe 124-126. Dy an Act of iarch 18, 1642
Accomaoc County was to be called Horthampton
Countys Iblde, pes 95

94 Ibld., pe 128,



no representation from korthempton County in the
Assenblys “Yot @ tax for forty=six pounds of
tobacco per poll had beon levied upon the ﬁastern
Shoremen, of which they had bitterly ccmplained.“gs
Second, Parliament, which at first hed support
among the middle class of tho peninsula, lost
favor.ga The passage of the Parliamontary Acts of
1650 end 1651 alrost swept away the Parllementary
party there. The smell plaﬁters who did not own
trading ships had fa pay very high freight retes
on thelr tobacco, and bhen zot a very low price
for it. Third, a fesling of lndependonce had
growvn 1n the settlement on account of the weter
barrier bebwoen them and the rest of the colony.
Fourth, the royalist party felt that the time was
right to separate from the rest of the colony.
E&mund Scarburgh,gv 2 ringlesder of a rather
flery, headstrong nature who hated the Puritans,

becane & major influence in this

95 Ibido, pe 137,

96 T0ide

97 This 1s also spelled as Searborough, Scarborrow,
and Scarbrughe. Ibid., ps 401,
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98
drive.

One hundred and sixzteen neople of Northampton
County signed the engezement "Lo bee true and
faithrﬁl to the Commonwealth of Lngland as it s 00
nowe Esteblished wlthout Kinge or Louse of Lords.'
But, a8 a result of intenslive propazanda, & group
of s8ix leoading citizons, who were clected for thils
purpose, drew up a "protest azalnst their present
cenditicn”,lOO for the best inberests of the

people. Tharefove, on Tarch 3G, 13568, the FPecople's

Cormittee drew up the Lorthanmpton PFrotest which,

98 1bide, Ppe 137«138e Colonel rdmund Searburgh
was the most famous member of a noted Laestern
Shore famlly. Iis brother, 5ir Charies
Scarburgh, was physiclan to Charles 1I, Jamesil,
and Xing Williame Zdmund Scarburgh "was a mem-
ber of the liouse of Purgesses in 1642, 1645,
1647, 1652, and 1659, and {rom 1660 to 1671}
Spealter of the Louse in 1645: Justlce of Horthampton:
Sheriff in 1660 and 16013 sppofinted Surveyor
General of Virginie in 1665 and held the offlve
during life." e was not resgularly commissioned
for this last position until 16¢6. "le was warme
hearted, fearless, pugnaclous, an enterprising
man, hishly educated, and the equal of any
Virginian of his day as a soldler, scholar, or

useful citizen. ile dled about 1G71.7 iils son,
Colonel Charles Scarburgh, married the daughter
of Commnlssioner, later Governor, Lichard
Bonnette Ibids, ppe 85=ECe
99 Iblde, ppe 154-135.
100 IDido, De 1338



"while not signed by Colonel Scarburggalmay be
attributed largely to his influence," After
stating thelr grievances, the Protest declared:
If there bec a frec and genr all
vote for a Covernor vherein they
shall Tlleet irs Hlchard fennett
Wee the inhabltants of larthampton
Countie wlith unaninmous consent
& plenary aprobacon Hendr our 102
voyce for the ad. Zsg. Eennettg

vhile Mr. Donnett was favored personaslly,

103
the document which was recorded on llaylO, 1652,
'was a direct protest aseinet tho authority of the
Comionwealth of Ingland, which from Yarch 12th to
April 30, 1652 was repr:sentod Ly Parliamentary
Cormissionors, not chosen by the neople, nor any

104

soction of the pecole of Virginia.”

Yet on the same day of the recording of the
Horthampton Protest, tiay 10, 1652, Colonel lrancis
iovelace, who had potitioned for a permit, recelved
one from Commissioners Fennett nnd Claiborne on
bohalf of the Commonwealth of Ingland which enabled
him and his servant to give the exiled King en

105
account of the surrender of Virginia which was the

106
last colony to surrender to the Commonwealth.

101 Ibide, pps 138-139,.

102 Tbide, Ppe 130-140.

103 Thile, Do 140.

104 TBTE., Pe 141,

105 Sainsbury Abstracts, AVII, 284-285,
106 Stanard, ope cite, pe 223,
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CHAPTER Il
RICHARD BELKLTT, ASTIE% GOVERIOR
(April 30, 1652« iarch 30, 1655)

The Parliamentary Comnlssioners wore now
faced with the task of establishing & new governe
ment. The Engllish Council of State had granted
them the power "to hold an eclection of Lurgesses
granting the franchise to all who had taliten the
oath of éllegia se'. Tut they proved to be wise
man when they waited for the assembling of the
Burgesses which would bo consulted in the varilous

moasurss of changed government. The election was

' held promptly, and the "members wero sworn in

1
on Aprll 26, 1652" at Jamestown.

Since the Counsil of State had given the
commissioners no specific powers in the sottle-
ment of the government, a tentative arrangement
wés made which would go into effect when approved.
in Englande After long and serious debate, on
April 30, 1652, 1t was concluded by the commission-
ors and the Iurgesses that unfil further infore

matlion came from Parliament, Liichard

1 liertenbaker, ops. cit., p. 101; lienlng, gﬁ. cit.,
Ps 371
2 Viertenbaker, op. cit., p. 102,
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3
Bennett, ons of the comalaslioners, was to be

Governor for one yeér and Colonel William Glaibarﬁe,
another commissioner, was to serve again as
Secretary of State.4 when 'ire iichard Lennett
bacome Governo®, he waa facsed with a vaguensss of
the definite aﬁtios of hls ciflcos. It was true

that the commisslonors and the Iurgesses filrst
declared that he was to excrcise "all the just
powers and authorities that mey belong to that plece
lawfully“.S But they also declded that he was not

to have the rights that the royal governor had ene
joyed. Rather, hils powers were to be"granted him
from time to time by the Assembly".s Thls lack

of clarity led to clashes between the executive

and lezislatlive branches of the provisional gove
ernment,7 espocially in the later years of the

Protectorate.

3 Bennett was one of the early Purlitan leaders in
Kansomond County who had left the colony when
former vovernor Jilllam Ierikeley had poersecuted
dlssenters, ie returned later to the colonye.
Wertenbaker, ope clte, pe 1033 "isle of Wight
County Records", willliam and lary Collepe
Quarterly, Vii, 211 {April, 1899),

4 honing,‘_g. cite, pe 3713 Latane, loc. clt., p. 554

5 henin&, DD« m‘, Pe. 371

6 iertenbaker, op. cit., pps 105-106.

7 lbid‘, pQ 1060




Leading mombers of the now Council of State
under the provisional government belonged to the
"party of the dispossessed company, the low churche
mon andeee Puritens®, Amons; these msmbers were
John liest, Argell Yeardley, hLathaniel Littleton,
and Sarmel ¥athews. Uhe last name, Hamuel lathows,
apreared frequently, for elther father or son was

e Councll momber or in the iouse of Burgesses
9 .
throughout the Cromwelllian poriod.

After the Council of State hed recognizsed
officlally the liouse of Iurgesses, it was mude the
: 10
mein governing body of the colonye

eseinXcept for the vete of the
Inglish government 1lts power
was to be unlimited. It was to
elect the (Governor and to
specify his dutles, If his ad=
ministration proved unsatise-
ractory it might remove him
from offices The Burgesses were
also to elect the Council, to
prescribe 1its functions end
Jimit 1ts pOwOreses IL w8 euen
debated whetheyr Jouneillors
shouvld be admittod to uembere
ghip iIn the Gencral-Assembly.

8 Dodd, opes cite, pe 124s

9 Ibide.; hening, Ope Clte, De 371s

10 ib..id(& PPe STA=35738 Pa Lo Kayéé, "The Colonilal
IFooative Prior to the Kestoration", Johns
Yopkins University Studles in lilstory and
Political Sclence, AVLILL, 27=2Ce
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The appointment of all officlals
“was also to "appertain tb the
Burgnsses, the represontatives

of the people!, but 1t was agreed
that for the »resent most of the
first nominations ghould be left.
to the loveornopy and the
commissionera.i

The speaker of the louse of Burgesses held a
"nosition of influence and powersse. during the
Protectorate",le altﬁough he was usually a member
of the'Puritan party.“la Thomas bew of HNansemond,
"a land speculator and frontier explorer of
southern Virginia', became the speaker in 1652'14
These leaders of the Councll and louse wanted the
sottlers in the colony to have all the rights of
Englishmen. And "these rights involved religlous
toleration, if not freedom of conscience; the right
of all freemen to vote in elections and to be
represented in government was re-agsserted, and the
privilege to sell their nroaducts frgely in the
markets of Lurope was guaranteed".lo 8y thelr
efforts Virginla becane almost a republic, This

tomporary government of Virginlia remained practically

11 Viertenbaker, ope. cit., pe 102,

12 Percy Scott ﬁT%bﬁIﬁ? ihe lioyal CGovernment in
Virzinia (Columbia University studies in
ITistory, Economics, and Public Law) LXXXIV, 191

13 and, ‘9_9_0 _&&Ea, De 124, -

14 Ibid.

15 T0ide




ﬁnohanged throughout the period of the Commonwealti:
and rrotectorate in &ngland.ls

Soon after the provislonnl govermment was set
up, CGovernor Lennett and Sesretary Clalborne turned
their attentlon toward tho Maryland situation. They
had been appointed "commissloners of parliament
for the‘égéneral oversight of xavyland".lvTherefore,
in Juno, 1652, the Maryland colony's "Governor |
Stone, whom they had deposed fiom office"la on an
earllier visit, deferred to them and was "relnstated
in his office. They also reappointed Lord Ealtimoré's
formor lecretary, Tuomas ilatton, by & proclamatlion
of June 28, 1652."19 By this action the authorlty
and abaolute ownership of Lord taltimore viere
threaﬁene&.eo

In August, 1652, vovernor Hennett and the
Assembly sent Colonel Samuol !lathews to London
"to obtain a ratification of the articles ol agrse-

rent with the Commissioners of Flantatlons%.

16 Werienbaker, tpe. cite, DPe 1024

17 Todd, ope clts, pe 123,

18 Latane, loc, lte, PpPe 56=57.

19 Ibid., pe 57e

20 Todd, ope cit., Ps 183

21 Nelll, opns Slts, De 2273 Uodd, op. cit., p. 124,

L )
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His principal task was "to argue tho validity of
2

the Virginla title to laryland before Parliaments

4v)

3amuel Mathew'!s main object was "to prevent the
government of Maryland fron being again placed in
the hands of Lord Baltima?e...”gs The Virginilans
aven tried to hgve the Catholic proprietorts charter

revokeds AL flrat the Inglish founcll of State

5

roforred the matter to e Committee of the lavy which

gave a favorable report to tho claims of Claiborne
24

and the Virginlans on Docomber 31, 13562,

22 1Ibld.

25 Latene, loces cits, p. 59,

24 Ibids; O5good claims that the conmlttee Tfavored
The validity of Ealtimore's grant. An Order of
the Council of Stato on August 12, 1652 reads
in Salnsbury Abstracts, XVII, 286:

tnatc ths pecicvion of thoe inhabe
itents of Virginia and the
Articles made for surrondering
the place (see lMarch 12, 1652)
into the hands of the .
Parliament together with seve
oral letters writtea to the
Counricil from the persons en=
ployed 1in that service and
other passagzes relating thereo-
unto be hunbly reported to the
Farliam't by 're Love for their
rosolution and direction In
that affaire. ’
Minutes of a Committes for Rorelgn Affairas on
January 12, 1652-53 run as follows:
Having taken into conslideration
the ordar of the Council re-
ferring to thom the settling of
the Government of Virzinia ond
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On Tovember 25; 1852, the Assenbly conw-

vened at Jamsestown, The Assembly exercised its

having recelved petition from
Col, lMathews on behalf of that
Flantation, I{ ig ordered that
sald petition be opresented to
the Councll with the opinion
of thils Coummittoo that in rew
gard tho aeveral letiers and
papers addressed to the Jouncil
concerning Virginia woro roe
ported to the pFariiament and
tnence reforred to the Jomult-
tes for tho lovy whore they are
now <epsading the sebitling of
sald coVerma't cannot bo spoed=
1ly proceeded in, and tnatb
therefore in the interim it
wlll be necessary in rogard an
answer to those thingas is much
pressed that a letier be
written to the present lovernor
of Virszlnia by ths ships now
ready to s2il thither to let
them know thet the business of
that Plantatlion is under cone
glderation & in pariicular the
addresses made on behalf of
that placoe by Cole “atheows and
that a Duplicate of the
Commiasion and Instractlons
given to the persons sent for
roducling Virglinla be sont wlth
sald letter. They having no
authority to show for their
proceadings there in rezard the
Comnlaslon andnstructlons carried
along with them were cast away
upon that Coanat in the ship,
Johne= ,
Cainsbury Abstracta, XVII, 385.




right to decide the qualifliecatlons of its nome-
bers. John fammond, a reoprczentative from Isle
of Wight County, was expelled because he was o
"f:equent disturber of the pcace of the gﬁuntry
by libell, and other illegzal practlices™. 0 An-
other member from the same counbty was expelled
because he, James Pylond, alded Thomas Vicodward,
who was a noted royalist, in his"uubinous and

: 26
revelllous declaration” ggainat the Parliament.

25 Uelll, ope Clie, p» 2293 lening, one cibs, pe 374

Hammond moved later to Haryland vhere he was e
friend of Lord Laltimore. .o wrote "Leah and
Rachell", a tract on the relations of Virginia

and Varyland. Villlam and iapry College Quarterly,

VII, 213,

26 Iblid.: In lorthumberland County was found another

exzample of disaffection azalnst Parliament:
‘ 21st Love 1583

Whereas Krs. Mary Calvert

hath confeszed in Bourt that shee

hath called y© States and y©

koepers of y¢ liberty of Inglend

Rogues traytors and Hebells in

dp Hicholas Morris his bhouse shee

sgith at y© time of spesking such

words shee was in greate danger

of her life being talen away by

her husivand & shec¢ spoke thosgc

words to no other end but only

to have some magistrate or officer

to secure hior from her husband

the Jourt dotun therelore, order

that y© sd irse. Celvert shall

progently receave thirty stripes

LY x.. N
upoB-Rar showldste: far.thitape
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Other minor taska wers coupletod wahlle the
Asgeubly walted fo» news from Solonel Samuel
iathows, tholr agent in uanuan-gv This Assombly
save the interestling order that Colonel Willlam
Clalbvorne, Saptain Honry Fleot, and lajor
Kbrahen vood with assoelates Miny discover and
shall enjoy such bonefitts, profiis, and trades,
for fourteen years as they snall Iind out in
placeg where no Inglish ever have bin and dige-
covered, noyr nave nad partisular trade, and to
take up such land by patbtents pravcin§~ﬁheir
rights as they shall think goodeess 78 Toe

gpecinl trade was probebly witlh the Indlanas,.

upon Nre Calvert!s peticon in
behalfe of hils wife the Court
dotiz order Lha i ¥ Calvert
shall pay gn 311 denands to
72 rest of y Jounty ons Thousand
pounds of mebacco & caske for y©
comuteing of 7€ corporal punish-
ment to be inflicted upon his
8d wife with charges of Court
olse oxecucon.
Le O Tyler, "Virginia under the Comzonwealth',
%illism and %ar" ”slle”ﬂ Sunrterly, I, 193,
(Aprii, TG03Y; in 1654 o warrant was sworn out
acainst Wil’i&m Imyant 'vho 1s actually in reo-
bellion e alnot the Lord Protector!." utanard,
DDe; Gitﬁ, De 228,
27 -19.&..!.1, ODe Gita, Pe 230
28 Hening, ODe Qitc, Pa 3774




"Zut where had (they) not beon? It 1z a logond
that YNajJor viood, fnilowlin: hls orxdey of 106563,
and trying %o oo where o hod nover boen, reached

29
wators of the isalsasipnl in 1854.%

)

Theon the Zoneral Asgontly ooavened azain on

July &, 1653 whoen oao VWaltor Ohilles was olocted
apealker ovor tho rizhilul obloctlions op Govornor
3énnett and tao Snuncil} 4% thls session tho
Turgesses siuoved somoviaat spitefully thatbt they
would have no intarferanca from the Uovornor with
holr proceodinus. ﬁuwover,yﬁiilos resigned, ond

A
o0
one Willlam Uhithy Deocane tho spoalior. Those

objections o dalber Shiles had a divect relation

to the alaraing Sutch sltuation that existed on
Sl
the Iastern Shoree  Tho lorilhanpton guoestlon was

revived as a result of cortalin now developaentse.

.00 Lino 1S5 o Juneg, 1082,
Richard Husband, master of the
shlp, ':zopoful Adventurs!
aoized the ship of lr, valter
ohiles, 'who on January 24th,
1651-2 had satt sayle with his
ovme B8nlpy 'ealled the 'Fame of
Virginiat', to Hotterdam and was

29 As Je Yorrlson, "The Virginia Indian Trade to
173", $111iam pod Lary bal1eva guarterly
(second serieg) i, 23:. (uctonor, 1921) «

30 iLening, ope cits., DPDe 6?7-8.

31 Seo pages S4wob.
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tin the Noad of Accomac! on
the return to James City when
the sald Husband cazie uUpe
Husbhand's pretoxt was that
Chiles bhad no llconss {rom the
Parliesnment mnd was bound with
the cargo to irazils Chiles
poetitioned the Court of
Lorthampton for rolief, nmaine
talning that the seizure was
tecontrary to ye pcace of this
countryes And also contry to
ye agreemt made by ye Comrs
that were eppolintsd bty ye
keeprs of the Libertyes of
Engleand and to yo domage of
yo petr towe thousands pounds
sterlit,

The Court, thereupon,
ordered liusband to roestore the
ship and cargo, the ' eizure of
which was pronounced lcontrary
to the treaty with the
Parliamentary Comrst. But
Iusband salled away with his
nrize, and the Court ordered
such writings to be dlispatched
tag may be necegsary to prosgse-
cute busband vefore the gap
ilonble State of Englaend't.

sanwhile, the Court had bheen trylng to

protect the threstensd mtch Innablitants. Under

the leadership of the brilliant ¥drmund Scarburgh,

the peopls who opposed the Duteh settlers, were

35

getting out of bLounds. The Cormmissioners were

32 Vise, oDe glte, Do 141.

33 "The Court conaisted of a presiding officerjyee..
the Commender of Acchowmacke, and six
Commissloners, who were his coadjutors."” The
Cormissloners had dutles of a Justico of veace, -
tooce Iblde, pe 424
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forced to puﬁ the unfortunnte state of alfalrs
before the Council of 1652, Uy this admission
theysé acknowledged tholy inobility ﬁo handle
this dlfficult altuation. liowever, stops were
taken to brevent any further action against the
ﬁutch.ss

In Yay, 16583, &ovarper Stuyvesant of lew
Netherlands tried to obey instructlons from
Iolland to arrange a possible treaty with Virginiae.
He sent Van Tienhoven, the Treasurer, and Van

Hattern, a burgomaster of Now fmsterdam, to

Jamestown to nogotlate with &avarnor Hichard
Bennett. lowever, the Virginla authorities did
not have the power tu mmho such a2 treatye.
Therefore, they told the Lutch Commlssioners
that the"matter would have to be referred to
tﬁe.ﬂouncil of 3tate in England".ﬁs Governoy
3tﬁyvesant also wished to protect the Dutch
citizens of Forthampton and by the efforts of
his Commlssioners "the danger which had confronted

the Imteh 1nhabitants of the peninsula was in large

34 Those who signed theo report were "Obedience
Robins, Idward ouglas, e Andrewa, Thos e Johnson,
Jno. Stringer, Vm. Jones, and lr. uhittingtcn.“
Iblde, pPe 142, -

35 1blde

36 ib{H., ps. 14¢~l&3.The Council of wtate in Ingland
TIad “created on Lecember 17, 1651 a “standing
comalttee of the Jouncll..., conslsting of
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37
meagure avertod®.

However, the Ncrthampton Comnisslioners or
Justices disagreed among thomselves.. hiots re-
sulted when Captaln Johnson, a Gammiss@cner who
wanted to protect Lutech Interosic on tﬁe Zastern
Shore, read to the people in Dr. Georgéxﬁacke'a
fleld certein orders of the ﬁommissioneré whieh
he himself disepproved and Jtophon Horseyh a
rember of the People's Committee "who had isube

scribed his name tc the Protest in thelr behalf,

~ . fifteen membors, to concern itselfl with trade
end foreipgn affairse. It was organized as were
all the Council cormittecsSeeces recommi$aione&
on ¥Yay 4, 1652, end azein on December 2, 1652,
when the membership was ralsed to twenty-one
and the plantations were brought within its
scope, became a very Iindependent and abtive \
bedy until its domiso in fpril, 165344/ Except
for the Admiralty Comnittee and one oﬂ two '
other committees to which speelal mattlers were
referred, ..« there appears to have bet#n no
other subordinate body actually 1in chiirge of
affairs in America bhotweecn Decembor l% 1681,
and Aoril 15, 1683... After April 15,1653, we
hear no nore Of thils comnitioce.s A Jouncil
Committes of Loreign Affairs was appidinted,
probably June, 16563, reappolnted on July £7th
and again reappointed August 16th, bht no com=
nittees of trade end of plantatioas mppear."
Andrews, loce clts, DDe 35-35a

37 Vilse, Ope Cite, Ds 143e



cried out that the Commissioners were a tcompany
38
of asses and villyanes!.,” Becoming slarmed at

the genersal state of disorder, the Commlssioners
gasked foxr help from the provisional gmvernment at
Jamestown. But the cltizens who had takon no part
in these proceedings were Irizhtened and drew up
a petition to the effect that the disturbanceos
wore due to the rumor that " a gsreat sum of money
was to bo ralised by tho Tommlasioners, in order

to satisfy Ir. Ualter Tuilss for the loss of the
59
ship taken by Captain liichard Husband." Thero=

fore, the Justices made £ final appeal to‘the
govermment.

‘As a result of this appeal, the Ceneral
Assembly in July, 1653

approinted a committee to proe
deed to the Iastern Shore to
deal out condign punishment

to tdelinquents there accord=-
ing to thely demeritst!s. At the
same time 'sll subscribers of
that writing called a protest!?!
were dlamissed from bearing
any office, including 'Left.
Col, Edmund Scarburgh'?, who
was cherged with being an
asslstant and Instrument con-
cernlng the subscribing of

the same. All this was done in

S8 Ibld.
59 mo, Pe 144,
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dlgregard of 'the humble petlicon

Qf part of yf Inhabitagga of

Hoprthampton Sountylese

- A fow days aftor thone acts werse passed Ly the

Asseubly, Jovernor Benneti, sSecrotary Willlam
Clalborne, and the group that wers selected to ln-
vestigate "affairs on tho Tastorn Shore, loft James
City for Horthamptun";4l They were receivod
corilally, for there ls no record in the County of
any nilitary opposition to thia body of mene When
they arrived in Roéthamptsn, Governor Honnott set
up 8 court of investigation on July 29, 1653,
There complaints wore brought "as o the mutinous
and seditlous actions of certaln individuals of
the country, as being ropugnant to the Government
of the Farliamontary Commlsslons A number of the
agitators wero progscented and fined three hundred
pounds of tobecco, and held to be Incapacitated
from hslding fucoua“ office under the previous ict
of Asaembly. 48 Captain Johnaon was fined "{ive

hundred pounds of %tobacco and bound over to keep

40 Le Go Yyler, loce cite., ppe 192-193; lening, Ope.
Cite, Do 380 ihe order prohibiting the sub=
Bcribers of the protest from bearing any office
in this country and dlsablinz Lis Col. 3carturgh
way reversed, 1l6th March, 1658,

41 Vlsoe, ope clbt., pe 14,

42 Iblde, De 146a



tho peaces At this same moeeting of the court the
Governor aspproved the sale of a iuich prize ship,
the 'St. John of Amstordam!, for Iifty thousond
pounds of tobaccoe This ship with annther had beon

43
captured on July 5,7 1652

-
-

Although an order had been gsent to arrest
Searbursh, he slipped through the Llngers of the
law end loft the country. Sines thore wers wmany
char:es azalnat hin and the people noeded to De
quistsd, the wovernor and hlis pordty stayed on the
peningula for almost a year. turing this time, a
ministor, one 3ammel Lpisiuvs, came Lo try to effoct
the treaty betweon Vipginias end the liow lietherlends,
ut 1ittle headway wos made, amdAZh- matter was
not finally sottled bofore 1663.‘ "opnosition to
the auvthority of Ferliament on tho Lastern Chore
sgradually died ocut as a result of Covernor’
Ponnett's prolongzed presence cn the peninsula and
tho dotormined yeot just manner inwhich he controlled

45
the situation,!

43 Ibid,
44 THid., ppe 145-148.
45 u;»Iu., e 164
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The Assembly of July 5, 1l056& also consldered
minor matters. The liouse of Durgosses suspended
from its members a minlster, Hobert Rracewell,
"gince it was ggpresi&ential, and ney produco bad
canaequences”.” Sivy ¥illiem Zorlkeley, the former
Goverror, was granted move tiune in the colony aiﬁce
the Dmitch wer with fngland ned delayod his ship.ﬁv

During the early months of the provisional
government in x“-uin a2, tho Inglish Parlisment was
interested in the success of the venturo. Although
the Virzinis colony had submitted quietly to the
Parliiamentary Commissloners, the artiéles ol
surrender were not wholly confirmed by rarliament.
One of the Egtieles that was rotifled was the
seventh one  which read: "that . the people of
Virginia have free trede as the poople of Ingland
do énjoy to £1l pleces and with ell nations sccord-.
ing tc the laws of thet comson wealth, find that
Virginia shell enjoy all przv*ledges oquall with

49
any Enzlish plantations in Americo.”

46 Helll, ope ci t., Pe 233
47 Eiening;, Ope © ta, De 384a
48 Deer, Ope ciETT De 3674
49 denlng, OpPe c?t., Ps 384,
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Parllament esserted its soverelgnty over

viréinia, but 1t showed no intentlon of using

nls authority to any creat extent, except when

it was dlisputed Ny the follovops of the exlled
Einge It was only when iiat loportent question
was debated that the Inglislhi sovernmont intore
fered in the Intornal effairs of Virglnia or the
other colonies, for, at no later time, wes
"irginla so freo from oubtside control™. A

grentey sentralizaéian of {he Tmpire was marked

by "more complete colonial aelf~3overnment".50

This Yeomparetive laclk of interferggce in

the local affairs of the dependencies® was

not an Indication of disinterost in tho colonies.
The situation wes just the opposite. England was
keenly aware of her calagéal possessions In the
years from 1649 to 10660. That she waos definitely
eware of Virglinla 1s rseflected in the various
orders that came from tho ocommittess of the Council
of State bLefore the establlshment of the Protector!s

Councile.

60 Eeer, ops cite, pe 3713 Flippin, ope cite, DPe32.
51 Eeer, ope Gits, De 372e & o T
52 Ibide
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A warrant was lssusl Uy the Councll of State

on September 27, 1658 for the nrotectlon of thirtye

ﬂ(ﬂ

four nen and a Loy upon the "Two lrothers of

t?‘
o
g

London" and also for elzibesn men and a Loy upon
"

O

the "3avah Donadvenbture" from impresanent to the

Service of tho Jommonwealihs On thai same dey the

ES

Secretary cf State, r. Thurloe, was asked to

apeak Lo Ndward Gibbons and Johm Cubting about ]
shilp which Delonged Lo them which had been taken
fron them by the Virginlas Tloobt. On October 22, 16562,
the Zouncil of 3tate zranted a ?gss*tc oleven ships
to nass unmolesbed to ¢ ﬁﬁ,inia.é in interssiting

warrant from the Counclloof: State te the Cémmissian~
eva for tha Ousboms on Auust 89, L8E3 allowed
obert Jordwell and iilchard Iittlebewtor to transe-
port "one hundred dozegdof alwes" after they had
pald the custonm éuﬁiasff?he strained relations he-
tween Ingland and iolland are roflected in the
Ordor of the Councll of State on leptember 12, 16&5.
& warrant wag lsaued to the "Judges of the Admiralty
o grant leotters for Private men of war to the
tonadventuresee, the HayLlowerees and the Hope!

which wore goling to btrade in Virsinias Sub these

53 fainasbury Abstrscts, XVII, 352
54 Ivids, Pe S0Ue ‘
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lotters wore to be used only sgainst the Dutch and
for thils voyage. liew bloocd was sent to thoe colony

Septenber 24th of that

o

when the Counclil of Stabte on
sanme yeer granted Dichiard lUoetherwey of Dristol the

> .

liberty to tranapovt one nundred irisi Tories from
55
Irelend to Virginia. Thro omoro orders hielp bto
complete thils pisture of the differont orders by

-y,

which the Inpilsh Iarlioment shbowed its Interost
in the Yirginle colonys The first ono caue from the
Council of Ztate, Toverber U4, 1653, wnich steted
thet warrants be lsswed to the Commilscioners for
the Justome be permit several ghilips whilch were
nened to proceed to Virginia and to carry servants,
pacsengers ond "1B0 duzen cof shocs in cach ship
without any lets..' Zwo days later o second order
declered that o warrent be issued to the Customs
Commicsioners to allow Fhilip Fure, master of the
ghip, Villipom of London' to transport to Virginia
passer"ers and "iH0 dozen of shoes for the use of

bE
thnt Flantation®.

55 Ibf‘.éc, De 380’
E6 1ibics, pe 351,
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Durin; these years the colonianl development
of Ingland had been retarded by her domeostic
struggles The establishment of the Commonweclth
and the victorles over the Scottish armles in
1660 and 1651 which resulted in the lessened are
dor for the Stuart ceuse gave Ingland a fleeting
rest from this tu.:mo:’f.l..o'7 The difforent crises
in the country made thie Rump Farliement and the
Council of State unpopular. The army, which was
still unpaid, vwas restlésa«dg On April 20, 1653,
0liver Cromwell with military ald dissolved
Parliament in a dramatic fashion, and steps were
taken to bring s newly elected or appointed
parliamenﬁ into havrmony with tho oxecutlive. This
was acconmplished, in_pﬁrt, by the so=-celled
"Barobones Parllament” whose members were nom-
iﬁated by Independent ministers. There were many
factlons in this group; it lasted only from
July to bDecember, 1653 when 1t dissolved 1tself,

The Commonweslth governmént lod to the
Protectorato. On December 16, 18653, Oliver

Cromwell became Lord Protector for life according

57 weer, ops clts, pe 372

58 Waltor Phelps fell and Fobert ‘reenbelgh Albion,
JiY niatogx‘gg Inezland and the Iritish Impire,
Ginn and Company, toston, [Ce 1.57]s; De O6Lle
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to a written constitution, The Instrument of
Government, which was preparad by & group of
offlcors. A Parliament was to be eleéteé by a
falrly generous franchise thot onitted Catholies
and those who had foupht againat Farliesmont. It
was to meet for at least fivo months every three
years. The powers of the ??oﬁactar and Parliemont
tere to limit each othar.53

In the months between tho installation of
the irotector on Decembor 16, 1653 and the
moeting of tie first I'rotectorate Parlliament on
September 5, 16564, Oliver Jromwoll issued oighty~
two ordinances. Thils parliament revised the
Instrument of Government and made it "An Act de-
elaring and settling the govornment of the
qumsnwealbh" °0 on lovember 11, 1654, Them this
parlioment began to examinoe the Protectorts or-

6l
dinances, but it was dissolved in January, 1655.

59 Ibvld., ppe 361=3£2; The Janstitutional Documents
of the Furitan “@volut*on 10LG~1660, €Gs Dy
Te Te CAPGinor. £nd odns, reve and onle, The
Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1899, ppe.lvil-lxiv,
This will be referred to later as Consat.
Locuments 1608«1860.

60 Ibi&., PPe 4Z27wi4 e

61 Ce i rirth and Re 5. Halt, Lcts end Ordinances
of the Interre-num, 3 vols., .yman ana sons, Ltd.,
rnﬂon, 1“11’ a.-a-i, 4‘.14’&0
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Cromwell became more dictatorial et the meeting of
the second Fpotectorate Farllament on September 17,
1656.62 iie rofused to become klng Ly the ilumble
Potition and Advice, but ke held his position as
Loxrd Frotector. The lImmble Petitlon and Advice was
received by the Protector in an smended form on
lay 25, 1657, "On June 26th, it was wmodified in
some details by the Addltional Petition and Advice."
These two helpod to snlar e the power of larliament
while the frotector might name his successor and
appoint nonbers to "the other ange" which took
the ploce of the Iouse of Lorﬁs'c0 The Lord
Protector tried to offset dlsorders in Ingland by
dividing the country into large districts over
which ho put a major gensral with wide administra-
tive powers. In ﬁameétic alfalrs tho Protector
péoveé rather unfortunate.aé

Under the provisions of the Instrument of
Covernment, the Council of itate became the
Frotectorts rrivy Council, This council consisted
of "not more than twenty=one nor less than thirtoen
membors" °® and was controlled almost wholly by

"~ Oliver Cromwell. Thie membeorsiilp changed from

62 Stanard, Ope clte, De 228,

63 Conste Documents 1625-1660, pe lxve

64 Tall end Aibion, ODe Clte, oDe 362-=363,
65 Ce le Andrews, loCe cite, pe 3le
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time to time with an average attondance of ten.
Cromwell was often absent when the councll met,
but it served a very useful purpose, especially
after the dissalutioﬁ of Parliament in January,
1655. This Frotector's Council, vwhich stood for
Cromwell's polleoy, continued [rom beccmber, 1653
until lay, 16569+ Cromwell's privy councill, as it
was sometimes called, purposed tgﬁ"protect and
encouraze navigation and trade'. For this pure
poac the familiar éommittee system was adopted,
and in 1654 and 1655 several colonlal questions
were consldered by these cammiﬁtecs.67

Apart from these committees was the stand-
ing committee which was constituted on July 31,
1656 to manage cclonlal affairse In this body
was a number of offlcers and merchants. Two
prominent and enterprising merchants were Hartin
Hoell and Thomas Povey., Laturally these numerous
cormittees would help to delay speedy transactions.
A rass of detall was awaitiné tho passage of eacﬁ
potition or acts These merchants, licell and

Povey, saw the need of change and'offered certain

66 Ibides, De 3Ge |
67 IbIde, pPpe 31, 363 teer, op. cit., p. 421.
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proposals. The Lord Frotector saw, perhaps, the
merits of these ldeas., There was no immediate
action.68 As Iord Protector, Oliver Cromwell was
interested in forelgn affaira, but he falled to
grasp ﬁhe "esgentlisls of a large and comprshonsive
plan of colonial csnbrol".GQ e falled to show
real statesmanshiip in colonial control and ade
ministraticn.vg

Anong the orders of the lJounecil of Shate
in the Protectoraté were these three interesting
ones in 16544 On Jonuery 30th, it wes ordered that
g custom duty of twenbiy shillings bo pald for
gvery horso ﬁransporteﬁrta sny of thoe Inglish
plantations in Ame?ica.il The Lord rrotector and
tho Council on July 27, 1654, issued a warrant
to the Customs Commissloners in anawor to the
petitions of different ship ownors. These men were
allowed to tranéport to Virginia on each ship
"120 dozon of shoes, 6 barrels of powder and one
ton of shot the freig?ﬁera paying the customs and

duties for the same'. Transportation of &

68 ibid., PDe 422wl25e

69 Ce lle Andrews, loce Clte, pe 7.
7 Sora ury Abstract iI, 44
71 Sainsbi Abstracts, XVIiI, .
T2 ibide, De 47,
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different nature was the idea of the third order
on October 19, 1664 when Cromwell and his Council
ordered that the Enzlish, 3coteh, and Irish
prisoners in the gaol at Dorchester bve éent to
the Barbedoes, Bermudas or same7gthsr of the
English Plantatlons in America®.

indeed, that "decade which was dominated by
Cromwelltls vigaraué personality was carked bﬁ the
devotion of eapecial attention to commercial and
colonial expansion'. [ When Oliver Cromwell boe
came Protector, ho burned his attention to quesg=
tions that concerned the future of the Empire.75
The energetic imperielism of that Cromwellian
period was due fundamontally to an ardent desipe
to develop English sea power and commerce which
was retarded by strong Dutch competitions Colonie
zation was the approved means of achieving these
ends; thus, thero was en almost unified commorcial
and colonial policy. The primgry value of the
colonies in the sovenboenth century was as a

76 .
source of supply. There waz also a very distinet

73 Iblde, pe 49 .

74 Toor, o ; cit., pe 372+ Seo Leer, Cromwell!ls
Polie s beonomic Aspects in The folLitical
ucience Tly, /Vi=XULiLl for o more dotalile
treatmen on that subjoct.

76 Eeor, ops clt,, pe 376,

76 1Iblde, Do 30
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realization of the lmpobptance of the Inglish
carrying trade, threatened again and again by
Dutch enterprise. Therefore, "in order to over-
come the Dutclr soonomic supronasy, 1t wns realized
that 1t was necesseary to develop itie Inglish
mercantilo marine“.vv Wiith this objective, the
policy of the early navigatlon acts had been a=-
dopted and had boen cembodied in tho two compre-
henslive maasures-va tho Act of 1600 and the lavie
gation Act of 1651§

It‘is Interesting at this time to see how
these laws were partially, if not wholly, en-
forceds In Virginia the acts were sxecubted rather
strioctly. This was due, in part, to the power of
the Cavalier group in the colony. In 1653, a
Flemish ship of Dunkirk, the Ioopoldus, was seized

and condemned in Virginla, for violatlion of the

77 Deer, ope cite, pe 3844 "Yhe prevailing opinion
was expressed by a contemporary writer, wio 3aid:
'That what llatlion scever can attalne to and con=-
tinue the greatest Trade, and number of shipping,
will got and koeope tho Soverofgnty of the Seas,
and consequently the groatest Dominlon of the
World'e= le Robinson, Iriefc Considerations
(London, 162§¥, 1,

78 Ibide, PPe 383-384« See pages 16-193; 25«26,
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79
Navigation Aet of 1651 Yet even in Virginia the

acts were not executed too stringently, especially
after England made peace with Holland. In 1654 two
petitions were presented, one to Cromwell, the
other to the Councll of State, for licenses to ship
goods from Amsterdam direct to Virginia.ao In
November, 1654, the Assembly granted to Governor
Bennett 100,000 pounds of tobacco, "arising out of
the Dutch prizes and confilscation of forraine goods
and ships, ns by t&e accounts in the Assembly
appe&rs".Sl These instances were prevalent apparent-
ly, for in 1660 the "Virginia legislature declared
that of late years many vessels had selzed diverse

82
forelgn ships trading in the colony."

79 Ibide, Pe 395; "Virginia and the Act of Havigation,"

The Virginia Macazine of Listory and Blozraph
T, 1413 Eeer, Tﬁe Comnerciel Policy of ing ang’
Toward tke American Coilonies, Columbia University
Studles, 111, oz-ods At the Assembly of Virginis
on July 5, 16563 Lieutenant«Colonel Valter Chiles
was slected 8peaker, but Governor Richard Bennett
and the Council desired hils resignation since he
was the ageont for the confiscated Leopoldus.
Chiles resigned, and Williem Whitby was chosen to
f£i1ll the vacancy. The Leopoldus was later forfelted
end sent to Chiles for appralsemente.- Hening, oD
cite, ppe 377, 5823 Nelll, oOps. clts, PP 232~2350.

80 Bear, The Commercisl Policy of Ingzland Toward the
Amerlican Colonies, ill, 3535

81 Eien%gg, Ope Citas, P.393 18 quoted by Deer, op.cit.,
P» » i

82 EOGI’, OD» M" Dy 5895
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Haturally, there were violations of the law of

1651, but it was enforced with sufffé&ent strictness
83 o

to cause serious complainta.

On January 2, 1655, the
ownera of the shilp Charles
petitionsd Cromwell, stating
that 'there are usually found
intruding upon the plantation:
(Virginia) diverse ships,
surreptitiounly carrying away
the growth thersof to forsipn
ports!, and requesting that a
commission be grant@d to the
captein of the Charies to
'surprize such ships and vVeSe
sels as he shall fynd trading
at the seld plantacon contrary

- to y° lewes and constitutions
aforesaid and 1s expressed in
an Act of Parliam® of the ;
October, 1650,64

In part, at leasst, the seizurss appcar to have been
the work of private partles, for thé provisional
government of Virginie was evidently opposed to the
exelusién pglicy. In 1655, the legislature declared
in a rather ambiguous'feehion that "all frecdom of"
trade shall be maintaiﬁed, and all merchants and

: 856 :
traders shall be cherished". ~ This policy of ex-
cluding forelign shipping from the colonial trade

was attacked definitely by Virginla in 1656. In the -

83 Ibid.jlening, opscit., pps 469, 512-513.
84 State Papers, Colonlal Serles, XII, 33 is quoted
in a footnote by Ebecr, Op. ci%., P«395.366 Appendix A.

m——

85 Beer, ops cite, pPpP+395~-0Y6.
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petitlion that was sent to Englaﬁd 1t was atated
that Virginlie had looked for rellef by shipping
socretly some tobacco to the imich colonies, and
that "elther these Inconvenionces or the ruin of
thevpoor planters smst follow, if the act (of
1650) be rigorously eﬁferced“ses These secret
transactions wbre not 1llegal, but they wore
worthy of blame according to the sentiment in
the co:!.cm}r.rg'7

¥hile there wﬁs a general tendency to re-
strict the colonial export trade to London, yet
no rezulation regarding thls questicn was executed
by the interregnum government. Tobacco was shipped
directly from the colonles in English ships to
continental Iurope and elsewhere. In fact, the
English fiscal system gave preferred treatment to
colonial exports, and therefore, 1t helped to

88
attract ezxports to the mother country.

86 Hazard, Collections, I, pps. 588-6023; Thurloe,
State Papers, V, are sources for Beer, Ops«
c{EQ, p.,- : ! ' ‘-R

87 HLening, iope cite, pe 4603 Deer, op« cite,

DPe 4024 -
88 Ibld., ppe 402-403.




This was noted ospecinlly in the case of
tobaccoe ubles agalinat foreipn tohacco grew
wnile the excise on colonial tobaceo was reduced.
tWhile the colonles dld not ot 2 complote MmONOPO-
1y, the offorts of sertain iInglish merchents who
viare interested in tho colonial trade lod
Parliament In 10652 to rovive the Stuart progihia
tion of the »nlanting of tobacco in Inglandes i

This Induatry waz well cstablished in some
counties of sauthwéstern Inglandy therefore, it
was hard to onforce the lawe On lay 28, 1653,
Samuel fathews, who was the agent for Virglnia,
and nmany merchants addressed a potitlon to the

Councll of Itateo. Thio peblition was a complaind
that the nglish tobacco crop would oxceed the
ugual Importation from Virginia. To the nebition
was added an argument which showed why the
colonlcs should be encouraged and the English
industry should be nrohibi%eﬁ. In these argun
ments were made the assertions: (1) that
colonial trade used at least cne hundred English
- ve8s0ls each year and helped the Commonwealth;
(2) colonieé uged English manufactured goeds for

vhich the English got products that brought

89 Ibid., Dps 403
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customs and excise; (3) many colonisl families
would be rulned from loas of ¥English supplles;
(4) colonle would bte forced to trade with the
Duteh to relieve thia situations (5) English
tobacco was not wholesome. Joon after, on July 20,
1663, a corresnondlng petitlon requested that
the tobacco planted in Ingland bo destroyed.
Since this radical step wounld be hard on the
pianters of the tobacco, the government delayed
action until;lﬁsénég

On April 6, 1654, the speciel committec to
which the matter had boen refarﬁed roported that
cortain English countles wero planting more
tobacco than was the normal home consumption.
The committee felt that bad feellngs would be the
result in the coloniés. Therefore, specisl com-
missioners were anpointed to carry out the law
of 1652« Armed opposition, especinlly in Wincheowmb,
resulted. However, the ocrop was reduced. Samuel
I‘athews, who was later elacted Sovornor of the
Virginic coleny, end others who supported tho

moasure sald then that the aet of 1852 had been

90 Ibide, Ppe 404-405.
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very effcctives This group opposed suspension of
the act which they claoimed would rosult in the
distreoag of the colonios. his agitation contimued,
and in March, 1655, seversl petitions to this
effoct woro sont to the Lord Protectors AS a row-
sult of thls action, on larch 27, 1655, the
Prosident of tue Council, ilenry Lawrence, wrote
to the Justize of the Feaco and other officlals
of places whereo ﬁogiccc ua8 Sroun fhat the law
would ba enic safaU§ Llthough thoyd was stlll
oppogition, the incident was closed for that
tino.

From this discussion it is shown that
Virginla, along with the othor colonles, was
granted favercble treatment. lier connectlon with
Englana proved financially advantagesus. Likewise,
the EInglish Favigatlon Act of 1651 put colonlel
and Inzlish shipping on en equal level. Tet, certain
legislation in Viprginis discriminatod agalinst the
interests of England. For, 1n.1656,1"Virginia
exomptod vessels wholly owned in tné\colony from

o2 |
payrient of the castle dues®. "In 1658 and 1660,

61 Ibide, PPe 405408, |
o2 'I"fﬁ'&., Pe 4113 Lening, 8D clte, Dpa 402«480.



Virginia Imposed o surtorm, bton shillingze instead
of two shilllinga, on toboeco shipped to any place
but Inpland and 1ts denminlonsg in Lnrope."ga
Furthormore, in 10660, thoro was another provision
that tobecco whish wes shilvpned in those veoscols
whelly ovmed in the colony 4id not have to gay
the oznort tax of teon shillingse e hogsheonde i
Daring Governor Richard Egnnett's torm of
offico, the Maryland qucsticnga vas rovivod.
Aftor Parliament was dissolved on April 20, 1653,
the problem went to the new Council of atatega
that geve expert advice te the Lord ?rotector.gv
At thet timo Samucl linthows 'renowed hig potition

for the recogniticn of tho povernment which the

95 ab%éa, nw.sssuﬁﬁﬂ» Tobacco exported in veassels
é'I"ngirg3 wholly ta V*r@inians were oxempted
from this taxe Tn additlion, tobacco acquired
through the importation of slaves was examntedo"
Hen 5n",<gg..g_§., pe 540 is paraphragsed 1
footnote by Deer, ope cit., p. 402,

04 Teer, ops clt., pps41l1=£1g; Lening, opecits, D536

95 See pages 43«45,

06 Dods, “20 elt., »r. 104.125,

97 Osgood, ODe c¢t., I1f, 12Z4a. lotween 1652 and
1657 a vitteT paper wariare was fought between
Lord Zaltimore and the egonts for Virglinla.
(tennett later joined ! athews]. Lord Ealtimore
wrote his "Leason of Stato Concerning Yaryland
in America', while the agents countered with
thelr "Objecticna againat Lord Baltimore's
Patont, and Reasons why the Government of
Maryland should not be put in his handsSees"
Latane, loc. clit., Ds 59
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cormissloners had set up in Virginia and Maryland",

On reading the potition of
Colonel Samuel Mathows Agent for
Virginia, dirccted to tho Lord
Protector. It is ordercd and de~
clared 1n Councll by his Highness
that a letter be prepared to the
Covernor and Genoral Assembly of
that 8olony, to encourage them
and to establish the present
Governor until further order. And
that the other part of the sgid
petition bse referred to lir,
Strickland and 3ir Ane A+ Cooper
who calling to them lir. Winslow
Goll. athews and such others
acquainted with the affairs of
that plantatlon as they shall
thinke fitt, are to conslder how
the same may for the future be
settled to its advantage benefitt
and security and to the service
of this Commonwealth, as alsoce
how the gqucatloncs betwizt the
Lo. Baltimore and the pecple of
Virginla concerning the bounds
claymed by them respectively
may with wost justice & equity
be determined to which purpose
they are tc send for all papers
referring thereunto which were
in the hands of the late Come
mittee of the Havy or of any
other and theroupon to state the
whole matter and report the same
to his ﬂighness.99

98 Osgood, op. clt., 1II, 128,

99 "ur. Strickland, Sir An. Ashley Cooper with Mr. G.
Lambert and Sir Che Vorsley, sdded 10 January.”
Sainsbury Abstracts, XVII, 562.
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On December 31, 1653, the letter was read

and approved in the Council of State. According

to the letter, a speedy solution of the laryland

question was on lts way. It was hoped that the

affairs of the colony mipght be sottlod. The

present CGovernor Lichard Dennett was to keop

his position untlil further notice while'gooa ro-

lations between England end Virginla werc to be

maintained,

100

The Lord Protector and Councill
of Stato to the Covernor and
General Asasembly of the Inglish
Plantation of Virglnia, Vhitehall,
January 4, l663=54.

Colonel Ilathews the Agent for
Virginla, hath diligently attended
the dispaten of some business ree
ferrling to the peace and setile~
ment of that Colony, the perfect-
ing whereof hath been obstructed
by the many publie affairs here
dependinge It having pleased God
to alter the government of this
Commonwealth by entrusting the
same to a Lord Frotector and suc-
cossive triennial Parliaments as
they may porcoive by the platform
of povernment herewlth & procla=
mation annoxed which they are
forthwith to have published, ad=
dress has been made to his
Lighness by Cols Hathew'!s petition
for deternining thoso mattors
which heve 8o lony depended, whero=-
upon his ilghness hath besn pleased
to put into an effectual way the
speedy resolution of those questions

74
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On d

crvary 1&, 1684, uwoon thio reguest cof Lord
Haltluore and cothers, Clivor Jroowell wreie o
letter to Govorgor [lehloard Deonnchie In the lebter

" & B PTRVN 2l P dRP O g ., STEIMN L ® - r .4
ro roqulred Denneit and the olficials uwnder him

»

betwizi Lord Jeltlwcore and the
inhabitants of Virginla con-
e

cerning the beundo T thom veow
apectlvels;y clelned and also to

settle tie Juvvormmeint o obthor
concerpments of thet Plantatio n,
viiereln thoy may receive nls
Highnesst particular determie
neilon in due time, in the mean
time the safebty, protection and
wellare of thoit plantetion 1l
under his serious thoushts and
care. AnG So i intent 1t moy
not suffor any lnconvenience,

by the unfixedness of the
Governmlt ils Iighness has
thought £3it %o continne Jol.
Bennott (of whom hie Eighness
hath veceived o good charactor)
in exscution of thoe placoe of
Zovernor unbtil lils HLighness
shall further signify his plea-
gure In Lhat belinlf which in all
probebllity they may oxpect by
the next ships. find $111 such
his further plegsures be de-
plared his iiighneosa and the
Council rocormmend 3t to them
thet the public peace of the
Plantation be dAiligently attond-
o, thnt love e chiorianed and
the orest inberest of velliglion
e owned and counternanced
‘whereby you will engage Godls
care ovor you, who slone can
make your affalrs prosperous and
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"o rofrain from all wioleonit interference with the
affaira of lMaryiand while the case was nending

. 101
bafore the council in "nelandg®, ™t no decision

mors ohlisa this State tenderly
to improve thelr oprortunitvy
for your protection and encouragew
mente Signed in the name and by
the order of hils ilichness and
tne Council.
Henry Lawrance, President?
sainsbury Abstracte, AVEL, 383
161 Osgood, one cit., LIL, 128«129, The letter runs
as Iollowss v
o Lhichnrd dennebbt, LoGe,
governor of Virciniag:
i hosa«
ihitehall, 12th January, 1654

[N 4

JLE"

tnerecas tne dillerences
between the Lord Haltimore and
the inihabitants of Virginia,
concerning the bounds by them
respectively claimed, are de-
pending before the Council,
and yet undetermined; and where-
ag we are crodibly informed, you
nave not withsbtanding gone into
his Plantetion in laryland, and
countenanced some people there
in opposing the Lord ialtimore's
officers; whereby, and with
other forces from Virginie, you
have much disturbed that Golony
and Penple, to the engendering
of tumults and muchh bloodshed
thero, ii not timely prevented.

We, tnerefore, at the re-
qucst cf Lord Zaltirnwre, and of
‘divers other Persons of Quality
nere, who are engaged by great
adventures in his interest, do,
for proventing of disturovances
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was rendored in 1654.

The last Asgsenbly during tho torm of Governor
Richard Iennett btagen lts sessions on lovembor 246é
1654 at Jamestown with “harles Lorwood as clark@l
Iy a Public Order of the Assombly the CGovernor and
Councill nominated cne Zdward Ligss as a member of
‘the Council. The Assombly approved t%g nominetion,
and ho "took the oath of fideliﬁy“ql ¥ Colonel

Edward 1iill wes oelccted Spealker, but he "had been

or turulis there, willl and roe

quire you, and all othera de-

riving any authorlty from you,

To foriear disturbing the Lord

Ealtimore, or his Of{licors or

Feople in leryland; and to pore

mit all things to romain as

they were, vofore any distur-

bance or slieration nade by you,

or by any other upon pretence of

authority from you, till the

sald Differonces above mentloned

te dJdeterninel Ly us here, and

we give further order, thereln.

we rest,
Your loving friend,
0liver Pew=

Letter GKXXIV in Carlyle, Ollver Cromwell's
Latters and Specches, 2 volse Larperi Lrothers,
rublishora, iiow Y0¥, 1&69, 1L, 152,

102 lienlng, OP' cit" P 'SQV} E«ei}.l, ODe Gitc, p.zoﬁo

103 Iblde, pe 257 ilening, ope clb., DPe380, 592
TRo nemos of the membéﬁﬁgbf"ﬁﬁé’uouncil’and
liouss of EBurgesses durlng the years 1l650-1G60
are given in &ifferent places in hening.
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charged Yefore the Coneral Court with belnz e
blasphemer and theist "u; a iLenrico Zounty deol-
egate, Willlam Latcher, who declaigd that Ythe
mouth of this House was o devil". * Foy this
Ineivility latcher é&d to make an "acknowledgee
nent on his knaes“iognﬁ his name appsared no
moroe on the roll,

The Assembly was adjourned untll lNerech 20,
1655 whon 1€_met agaln at Jamestown. This time
a deed was received from 3ir William Ieriksley
who sold a briclt house %gﬂsamestcwn "to accomo-
dato Govornor Bennott'. ¥ Lnothier effect of the
surrender of the colony to the Parliementary
Commlssionsers was noted particularly at this
meoting when the Y"irand Assembly, consisting of
the Governor, Jouncil, and Durgesses, pardoned
Loeifts Coll. Those. Swann, accused and impeasched
for the death of his servant, one Illzabeth Iuel,!
the ordinary course by patit;on to the chancellor
being impossible, as 'the colony is not as yet

settled with such officers as belong to passing

108 Helill, ope clte, De 237,
105 liening, OPe Clte, Do 387,
106 Ibid’o, Pe éﬁi?g J)Odd, 8D Oiﬁc, Pe 129.
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such pardon, and noe publick sesle belng in the
a7
countrytese”

Aftor this Assembly was adjournecd, Governor
: 108
Eennett was electod Commilssioner to Ingland

to help Colonel liatheows in his Pattack upon the
109
laryland charter, Upon his resisnation
110
Nre Sdward Dilgos "wogs choson as his succossores.”

107 Le Ce Tylor, "The Seal of Virginia®, William
and lary Jolleme Guarterly, iii, 63 (October,
1£94); liening, ope clbe, ps 400,

108 "iiistorical and Gonealoglual lotes", ¥William
and Iayy College cuartorly, 1ii, 206
{January, 1lolb).

109 Latane, loce cite, Pe 603 Uodd, ope. cit.,

Ps 1254 iee Appondizx B.

110 Ielll, ope cit., »s 242,
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CHAFTER I1I

EDWARD DIGGS, PRESIDINT OF THL COUHCIL AND GOVERIOR
(ytareh 31, 1655~ rarchk 13,1658)

Ldward biggs, residoent of York Couhty, became
the first governor of the Virginia Colony in the
- Protectorate period when hoe was olected by the
Assgembly in larch, 18551 £o succeed lire. iichard
Bennett. Covernor Diges was primarily a man of cule
ture who made a definite conbtribution to the social
1ife of York County In the seventeenth cantury.2
e was one of the firstvexperimental farmers in
Americas and was active in promoting agricultural
deveolopments. At "Bellfield", hils plantation on the
York ﬁivar,4 he became an enthusiast for the culture
of silk in Virginia. his Interest led to & sorious
effort to 1lntroduce the cultursc of silly, but it

6
ended unsuccosafully.

1 ilening, ops cit., pes 408,
2 Lyon e Lyler, "Pedizree of a Representative

Virginia Planter", UWilliam and lary Collese
cuerterly, I, 80 zﬂcfabar, 158927,

{1’ Q-EQ cit., pi 125‘ )
fiiistory ol fork County in the Soventeenth Century®,
loce clte, Do 234»

Tbide

Teer, ops Cits, Ds 418, Thia phase of industry in
Virginia at that time 1s most intoreating- "at
benbigh on the James iHlver, near [ulberry Island and
at Dellfleld, eight mlles from Willlamsburyg®
Governor Idward vlgps tended carefully his slilk cule
ture. lic enmployed two native Armenians who were
"glzilled in the business®. lie corresponded with an
Inglishwoman, Virglinia Ferrar, who was greatly en-
thuslastic about the Virginla siliworm and mede it

agr
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Other problems came in his term of office. The
right to vote was supposedly the commdn possession
of every resldent of the Virginia colony; it was
actually "granted to frecmen, except that 'indented!
or fcovenant! servants were to be recbgnized as
freemen".v "In 1655, the right of suffrage was, for
the first time, abridged, belng confinedAto thouse=~
keepers, whether frecholders, leassholders, or
otherwlse tenants'!, but the term thouseclteepers! was
to be so construed that only one in a family was
to have the right to vote“.a In the larch iO, 1655~6
session of the Cenmeral Assembly, "this right of
suffrage was agaln exyended to all freemen",g be-
cause the Burzesses thcught it "something hard and
unagreeable to reason thet any person shall pay
equall taxes and yet have no votes in elactions".lo
wﬁen the laws were revised 1ln 1658, the franchlse

11
was still allowed to every freeman.

the subject of some rather poor verse. Nelll, on.
cite., pe 2403 "The Reformed Virginia Sillkworm™,
Torce, Tracts, III, 26=28«

7 Je As Co Chandler, "The Ilstory of Suffrage in
Virginia"”, Johns Hopkins University Studies in
Historical and Politlcal Science, XIX, 9-10.

8 1ibid.; Henlng, Ops CiTs, P« 412,

9 Thandler, loc. cits., Ds 10,

10 Hening, oD« ¢lte., De 405,

11 Ibid., pe 475; Chandler, loc, cite, pes 10.
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One of the interesting erisodes of the governor=
ship of ¥r. Edward Diggs was the controversy con=-
cerning the claims of Colonel Richard Lee of
Lancaster County.lg In September, 1655, Colonel Les
engaged John Jeffreys, a merchant of London, to
present a petition to the Lord Protector and his
Coﬁncil. This pstition asked for the roturn of a
trunk of silverplate whlch boelonged to Colonel Lee,
but had been seized by the 0fficers of thse Customs
at Cravesend upon being placed on the‘Anthogx.
Since this plate was to be used by Colonel Lee him-
self and the greater part of it had been brought
to England from Virginia about a year and a halfl
before, the Lord Protector and his Council, on
November 16, 1655, ordered the Commissioners of the
Guatoms to return the plate to Colonel Lee.la

When the Assembly convened again on December 1,
1656, Colonel Thomas lew, a councll member, was
authorized to explore the navigable rivers between

14
Cape liatteras and Cape Fear. The more important

12 Dodd, ops Cite, p. 120,
15 Saeinsbury Abstracts, XVIil, 54-56.
14 liening, OPe Cite, pPe 421 »
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measures dlscussed and adopted concerned the
minlaters of the colony. It is assumed genorally
and evidently correctly that the Anglican worship
gontinued in Virginia in this poriod. 3ince there
wvas 1littles or no interference fronm 0liver Cromwell
in these matters, the svldence points to religious
freedon with a fairly liberal use of the ook of
Common Prayer‘ls One of the acts of the Assembly
provided for a "bonus of twenty pounds steélimg to
anyone who would import a minister“‘le Another,
fffor encouragement of the minisbters in this
countryses”, & exempted every minlster and six .'
of his servanta from taxation, "provided they be
oxamined by Mre Phlllip Mallory and lr. Jobn
Gresn, and they to certifye thsir abllities to

the Governor and Councill, who are to proceed
aécorﬁin@ to thelr §udgement".18 That Parson
¥allory was known as a staunch Church of England

man~a refugee loyallste glves strength to the

/26

15 Dodd, ope cits; Stanard, ope. cit., pe 229; Helll,
Ope cite, pe 244; L+ J. Eckenrode, The Separation
of Church and State in Virginie; a3 Study in Iho
DevVelopment of the Hevolution. Kichmond, 1910, p.ll.

16 Stanard, Ope Clts, Pe 2208

17 liening, Ops. cits, p. 424,

18 Ibld.
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pervading opin%gn that freedom of religion existed
in the colonys This General Assembly also urged
that "tletters he sent %o Colonel Samuel Mathews,
and Mr. Bennett, in rezspect of the differonces
with Lord Paltimore, conccrninz our bounds ls as
far from deterzination, as at fivrst, that they dee
sist untll further cordors from this country'“,zo

One of the final acts of the Assembly of
December 1, 1655 requeated Covernor ITdward Diggs
to contlnue his paéition and still hold the reins
df govornment while ko was In the country, in the
meantime, Jamuel athews, wlo was chossn Covernor-
elect, was to take the place next to hlm in the
Council., After lir. biggs' term oxpired, hoe was
orderod to take hisg place in the Council noxt to
Colonel John West.zl |

After being appointed agent of the colony to
kngland, ﬂr‘ggiggs resigned hils governorship in

arch, 1657, Samucl iiatheows, who had been elected

19 A very unplossant asccount of the religlous con=
dition of Virginia at this perlod is presented
in Gatlford, "rublic Good eiﬁhout Private Intorest',
Helll, op. cii‘., PPe £244-245,

20 ueil}., Opre Glto, Poe 248,

21 Heninu, oD Citt, Pe 426.

22 Scee Appenaix e



to succeed him in tho Assenbly of December, 1l6E6,
was 8511l in Lngland and remained there until the
settlement of the laryland controversye The
Assenmbly then ordered Francis iorison, the spoaker,
to prepare a letter for Mr. idward Diggs to take
to the Lerd Protector and John Thurloe, his

23
Secretary of State..

23 The Assenmbly's letter to the Protector went as
followss '

'Hay 1t please your lighness,

""Ji'fﬁe Sould not £ind &
fitter means to represent the
conditions of this country to
you, than this worthy person,
¥r. Diggs, our late Covernor,
whose occasions calling him into
England we bave inastructed him
with the state of this pisece as
he left 1t; we shall bessech
your llghneas to give credit to
his relations, which we assure
ourselves will be fruitful,
having had many exporiences of
his candor in the time of his
government, which he hath man-
aged under your Highness with
80 much moderation and justlce,
that we should be much longer
in expressing this truth, but
that we fear to have alrsady
too much trespassed by inter-
rupting your Highnessts most
serious thoughts in greater
affairs than can concern your
Highness's most humble, most
devoted servant. Dated in the
Assembly of Virginia, 15th
Dece 1656,!

Helll, op. cit., pes 249,




86

The laryland questlon still remained unsettled
and apparently aroused but little interest in
London. The Lord Protector paid scant attention to
the complaints and petitions of elther party. At
first, the lLord Frotector seemed to favor the
claims of Virginia, but later leancd toward the
slde of the astute Baltimore. The Virginie egents,
lirse Khichard Bennett and Colonel Samuecl Mabhews
finelly reallzed that a friendly agreement with
Lord Baltlmore would be more beneflcial than

-

awaiting a decislon from the Znglish Council of
States. In this procedurs they represented the
Haryland Puritans rather than the Virginia governe

ment. But ¥pr. Diggs with his "concilietory dig-
24
position and powerful sccial influsncos® acted

as intermediary between the two partlies in
25

settling the long controversys.

A formal paper was drawn
up and signed on the 30th of
liovember, 1657, by Lord
Ealtimore, on the one side,
and fennett and Mathews, on
the other, in the presence
of Edward Diggs, and others.
The terms of the settlement
were as follows: (1) Lord
Paltimore was not to cell in

24 Ibid.
25 Ibide.; Latane loc. cit., pe 603 Dodd, op. cit.
P IQEN ’ ’



quoestion any act commltted
since the disturbances in the
province bogans (2) the
people in opposition were to
have patents for such land as
they should clalm under ILord
Baltirnoret!s conditions of
plantationy and (3) Lord
Baltimore promised never to
gilve his consent to the roe
peal of the act of 164G,
whereby all persons pro=-
fessing bellef 1in Jesus Christ
were allowed freedom of con=
science.

The laryland Puritans
accepted theso terms and
Puritan supremacg in ¥Maryland
came t0 an ongd.<c

26 Latane, 10C. clite, pps 60-61,
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CHAPTER IV N
SAVUEL HATHEWS, PRESIDENT OF THEL COUNCIL A?ID GOVEIERILOR
(March 13, 1668---«January, 1660)

Before the resign&tion of Governor bdward Diggs
in 1657, Englishvbornl Samuel Hathews, a wealthy
planter and trader,2 was appointed by the Assembly
of December, 1656 as his suaceasor.o It is probablé
that this appointment was brought about by interw
vention of the Council of State in England-4
Therefore, when Colonel Hathews returned from hils
diplomatic work in.England,s "an o0ld man before his

6
time," he was duly "elected Governor by the louse

1 5{ Ge and ﬁagy Hewton StanarﬁilTha Coloniel
'irginie Reglster, Joel lunsell's Sons, Albany,
tlew York, 1902, p. 16, This will be referred to
later as Cole. Va. Heg.

2 Edward J. Clary, The Life of Samuel Mathews,

{Unlversity of Richmond Uraduate Thesis), 1937.(Un~
published), pp. 56«57, This 1s a rather good pre-
-sentation of the 1ife of thils versatlle governor.

& See papge 93. S

4 %On the 26th of Hovember, 1653, the Irish and
Scoteh Committee of Parliament, after conferring
with Col. lathews, reported him to the Council of
State as a fit person to be governor of Virginia,
which shows that the nomination of Mathews to suce
ceed Diggs was first made by the English authori-
ties, and several yoars before hls election by the
House of Burgesses.'- iaterlal f{rom the British
"Public Records Office", ms gathered by Edward D
Heill, "Virginia Threads for the ruture Historian",
Wllliam and Hary College Guarterly, I, 79
{(Cctober, 1892) .

5 Ses pages 43-44; 2«77

5] Dcdd, _O_P_Q E}EQ, P 125.
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of Burgesses, 'until the next Aassembly, or until
the further pleasure of tho supreame power Iin
Ingland shall be known‘".v At this General Assembly
at Jamestown on March, 13, 1657-8 when Colonel
lathews became governor, "former Governor Hichard
Bennett became a menber of the Council® and Willilam
Claiborne continued his position as Sacretary.a
Three important acts were passed at the
Assembly of larch 13, 1657-8. These were (1) all
matters that related to the echurch, ministers, and
other parachia% aflairas were leflt to the dlscretion
of the people;d(z) for the divulgence of false news
that might lead to the disturbance of the colony
under the provisional government, a person might be
imprisoned or later fined two thousand or more
pounds of tabﬁcco according to the seriousness of
hi& gffense;lu(3) an enactment concerning the Dutch

trade declared

7 Stanard, g_?_}_u Ya. Mc, Ds 16,
8 Tle1ll, op. Glts, ppe 260-261.
9 Henlng, ODs __C:»E_tu, De 433

10 Ibld., Dpe 434-435.
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That all tobacco raised by
sale of goods brought into this .
countrey by Dubtehmon the owners
thereof shall be liable to pay
the custom of tenne shillings
per hogsheoad for what is shipt
in any ubeh vessoell or in any
other vesasell whatsoever bound
for any port of America or elae
where, excepting such inglish
vessels as are direcily bound
for England, and any porson or
poraons whatsoever are to make
oath, if 1t be required, what
goods are brought in and what
guantity of tobacco they shall
shipp from time to time in any
veasel whatsoever, And the
commissioners of the soverall
countle courts respectively are
to take good care to prevent
daceit horein, And that those
Dutech repalre to the governour,
or whom he shall appointe to
give a Just accompt thereof up-
on the pennaltie of double the
quantitee soce shipped Af any
deceit be found of what shall
be Justly due to this act, And
this get is further explalned
that for the custom of tenne
shillinpgs per hogshead be as
well understoond of all forreigne
ers as of thio Dutch natlon &nd
conferred on the Governorst

In this assembly there developed a bitter con-
troversy concerning tho relative authority in leg-

islative matters of Governor iathews and the

11 Ibld., ps 469.
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Burgesses. It was finally agreed "that all
propositions and laws should be discussed in pri-

vate sessions and not in the presence of the
- 12
Governor and the Council of the colony". By

that actlon the Burgesses asserted thelr indepen-

dence and at the same time trlied to zasume more
13
than thelr just rights. Eut Governor Mathews

claimed the right of the former Covernors to dise

solve the Houseo, anz in this way "brealk the powor
1
of the Burgesses™s. Theresupon, on April 1, 1658

at Jamestown, the "Governour and Counclll for many
important causes do think fitt hereby to declare,
That‘they do now dlssolve thls present Assembly,

And that thatSpaake? sccordinzly do dlsmiss the
BurgeasesﬂaloThia message which was sent to the
Assemblylﬁﬁas signed by "Covernor lMathews,

Secretary William Zlaliborne, and the Cauncillora."17

12 Ea de Clary, ops clt., D 58; Samuel Hs Yonge,
"Ihe Site of 0ld TJjames Towne!, 1607=-16987,
Virginia Magazine of listory and Blography,
XL1I, 2b (July, I00UZT.

15 Cla)'?:{, 9_2' &_i__‘gl’ p’ 58‘

14 Wertenbaker, op. clts, De 106,

15 Henlng, opes cite, p« 499,

16 Wertenbaker, ope clts., p. 106,

17 Stenard, 0pe _(_!___'Ed, DPe 234,
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This action startled the Burgesses who Dbelleved
that, by the terms of the surrender in 1652, all.
power was in the representatives of the people. "!'The
sald disolutlon!, replied the House, 'as the case
standeth 18 not presidentall neither legall accord-
ing to the lawes, now in force, Therefore wee humbly
desire a revocation of the sald declaratian.'"lsﬁy
this answer the Burgesses geve & courteous but filrm
resistance to the wishes of the Governors They
reallzed that thls wes a challenge to the power of
the House; so they "voted to ignore the dissolution.
And it was ordered that if any member left his seat
he was to be censured 'as a person betraylng the
trust reposed in him by his aountry’;%gAn oath of
secrecy was adminlstered to all present, while the
Spealter wag directed to 'aign nothing woth%gt the
consent of the major part of the house',"

Ainmazed at this determined opposition of the
Burgesses, on April 2, 1688, the Covernor and Council

were willing to allow the Assembly to contimue its

worlk if a spoedy conclusion could be reached.

18 Hening, op..clt., Ps 499 1s quobted by Wertenbaker,
Op« 01tl’ Pe 1060

19 hening Ops cit., pe 500 1s quoted by Wertenbaker,
Ope C1T % .y pe LU ‘

20 Ibid.



However, they wished to "referre the dispute of the
power of disolving and the‘legality thercof to his
Highnesse the Lord Protactcr“.ngha House resol&ed
unanlmously that this was an unsatisfactory enswer.
The Covernor and Saunci% miat aleso acknowledge that
their act was illeaal.aﬁTherefore, the Purgesses,
on that seme day, &pril 2, 1658, steted in a formal
daclaraﬁicn?a which had been &rawn’up by an ape
pointed ammmittae,?&that the power to eloct and ap~
point offiecinls of the'colony rested in the Iouse
of Burgesses. They ordored elsc the Secretary of
State, Colonel villiem Clalbtorne, to dellver up

the pu¥lic rescords of the countys Colonel Claiborne
apparently ignored this request, and the Burgesses
seem to have let the matter aropoaﬁThe Governor and
Council d4id not resist thls declaration of the
Burgesses concerning the right of eolection; there-
fore, in accordance with its terms, the Assembly of

26
arch, 1659 Ychose Colonel Samuel Mathews, Eaquire,

21 Henlng, ope gits., pe 560.
22 Ibid. :

23 Clarye. ope clte, ps 50

24 Hening{?gg‘ cit:, ps 501,

25 Clary, oDs Cit., Ds 593 Wertenbaker, op. cit.,pp.107-8.
£6 Henlng, ope clt., pe« E1G,



O4:

to the Governor of the colony for o term of two
years, giving him all the rizhts and privileges

which belonged to the CGovernor and Captaln Genseral
27 28
of the colony of Virginia®™, 7This almost farcical

action of the Purgesses was affected probably by
the news vhich the colonists had received from
England in the early part of 1658 that tho Lord
Protector might accept the crawn.eg Hovertheless,
Governor Mathows accepted the terms of the
Burgesses and eonded the very briel bloodless
revolution which had soemed for tho moment serious

enocugh tg disrupt the political structure of the
3

colony.
31
Since thilsg disputeo was a major event of the

term of office of Covernor Samuel Mathews, it 1is
not so strange to read that the Protector and his
Couneil oxrdered on August 31, 1658

ese On petition of divers Her-~
chants and Planters of his
Highness Colony of Virginlae,
showing the loose and dis-
tracted condition of that
colony and the inconvenlence

27 Clary, oPs Clte, DDe 59-60,
28 Ibid., Ds 60e

20 Sainsbury Abstracts, XVIII, 290-291 {footnote).
30 Clary, op. cits, Do 60.
31 Ibid. —




that may ensue i1f the ships now
going should dopart without
scme declaration concerning the
settling of the Govern't there
and praying that the Council'!s
pleasure may be sizgnified to the
present Governor and Jouncll to
apply themselves with all care
and circumspection to the
peaceable & orderly managoment
of the affairs thoreof, as also
Draft of a letter prepared ace
cording to the tenor of the
said desire, Ordercd that a
lottor be sent to the present
Governor & Council of Virginia
draft of which follows to the
purport above,52

Publle opinion in England was also reflected

in Virginia in the manner of dealing wlth the

Quakers. Although this distinctive orced of the

33

seventeenth century was in opposition to tho

Istablished Church of Ingland, Guaker misslionaries

54

had found their way to Virginiae Desplte harsh

o2

33

Saingbury Abstracts, XVIII, 290-291. "So far as

the recoryds show tils was the last time that the
Colony of Virginlia wes a subject of dlscussion

by the Znglish government before the Hestoration.”
Stephen Be Weeks, "Southern Guakers and Slavery;

A 3tudy in Institutional idistory". Johnslopking
University Studios in Historiecal and Folltical
Selence, Extra volume 1be Jonns LopEins
University, Beltimore, 1896, p. 4.

34 Ibid.,pp. 5, 133 lienry He Hellwaine, "ihe Struggle

ol Protestant Dissenters for Heliglous Toleration
in Virginla",., Johns lopkins University Studles
in Hlstory and rolitical Sclence, XII, No.&, pel0s




treatmentfs the sect thrived, and its story forms .
an especlally Interesting phase in Virginia hiatory.os
| While the Quaker difficulty was being settled
In Virginla, affalirs in Znglaend werse changing
raplidly. On 3eptember 3, 1658, during the term of
office of Governor iathews, the Ler&-vrotector,
Olifar Cromwsell, dled. Iils son, lichard Cromwell,
became his nominel successor, but he proved an une
successful and weanlt loader. lils aécession altected
the status of the Assonmbly whilch met at Jamestown

in Harch 1650, Théy had recelived a leéter, dated
Septomber 7, 1658, from lenyry Lawronce, Presldent

of the Council of Stato of Ingland, which implied
that the Covermor ond hils Councll, rather than the
Purgesses, held the upper hend in Virginia, Oliver
Cromwoll had pianneﬁ to intervene in the alfealrs

of the colony, tut his death put a stop to his
efforts. Tho problem was stlll beforo the‘Council

of Stato. That 1b secmed probable that‘aome actiocn
right Le teken 1s eviﬁaﬁt in‘thia e#carptfrom the

letter: "!Thelr Lorxdships do wlll #nd require you

35 Vise o Cite, ppe 1565-186; Licilwaine, locy cit.,
PDs i&):%()' ﬁeill, ops cits, Do 252, Veeks, ope
clte, DD lé»lc Le Ge ‘jlﬁ?, "riajor Edmund
bhisman Jr." William and layy Colleze @uarterll,
I, 0192 (October, 1592)s

36 Veoks, ope cite, pe 153 licilwalne, locs cite, Pe 19
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the present Governour and Councill there to apply
yourselves..s to the peaceable and orderly man=
agement of the affalirs of that collony, according
to sﬁch good lawes and customes as have been heree
tofore used and exercised among yous'"

The Burgesses were concerned over this new
developments They passed resolutions to obey the
erdors of the Council of State, but they decided
to write rrotector kichard Cromwell to ask for the
confirmation of the priviloges of tho ‘urgessed.
Governor lathews promised his support to thwe
Assembly while en act was passed which strengthoned
the power of the Eurgeasea.aﬁ Covernor lathowse and
the Assembly at this juncture maintained a close
relationship with the Lnglish Council of State and
gave thelir ellegiance to the ILord Protector. There
was, however, some conflict of opinilon, and many
people in the colony were reluctant to accept
Rickard Sromwallasg |

Insﬁructiens isgued by CGoveornor lalthews emriy

in 1659 show clearly divergent frends In Virginia.

37 lening, op. clts, ps 510 la quoted Ly Wertenbaker,
Ope clte, D 108,

38 Viertenbaker, 2be gite, nps 108-109,

30 ®"uistory of York Jounty in the loventeenth
Sentury", loce cit., De 2454
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On April 8, 1659, the Sheriff of Lancasteor was
ordered to arrest Colonel John Cariter for his
contenpt of the new Lord Protector. The Jovaernor
issued the warrant for tho mrrest of the Cavalier,
Colonel Jehn Carter, wio wes "charged with cone
tempt of the late commlssion of the government
sont out by hig iiighness (Hichardﬁgromwell) and
the Lords of the Privy Council”, ) The sheriff
was Lo bring him before the Covernor and the
Council ot Jameocagtowne It aprears that this Colonel
Cartor had srambled against hilchard Jromwell when
the letter of the Council of ilnsland had bLeen resd
in the Assenbly of larchs Jolonel Jarter was
brought quickly to {riel at Jamastowz whiore heo had
to pay & heavy fine for tho offenso. *

Cn July £6, 1058, Instructions wore scnt by
Governor ilathews to the Conmnlssionors,or Justlces,
of York County, vwhilch ordered cnoe Joseph Croshaw
be suspended from his effice of dJustice in that
County. It was belioved that he hed questioned the

proaent cuthority as thoe order had bLeen vead in

40 "poolk Review", The Va. lag. of List. and Ziog.,
1r, 235 (Gctober, 1894)%

41 "prrest of Colenel Jobn Carter, the Cavaliler',
Willliam and Nary CJollege Cuarterly, VIII, 33
(oulb, 1899)
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the House of Lurgosses the provious Farch whorce he
42
had represonted York County. for his gqueationing

he had been suspended fron office. Govornor
tiathews clalmed that such actlons werc presumptu-
ouse In a lettor the Governor declared

vhereas Josepix Uroshaw
hath disputed and questioned
the present authority which
was appointed and fixed by
order of the Lords of the
Council of State. “his his
presunmption bolng & tending
rmech to y© breach and detri-
ment of the Peace of this
our Colony I having seriously
congldered tue dangerous cone
gsequences of such practicos
thought it meot and convonlent
to Suspend the seld Croshaw
from anything as formerly in
relation to a Justice of Pozce
un%ll guch time that heo hath
given a clearo testimony
unto y@ Court of the Conirary
faille not hereof as you shall
- answer y€ gontrary at your
perill»-.éc

The order was then read in court on fAugust £4, 1653,
while Joseph Crosghew was graﬁenh. Then,after the
12 N

readlng, 1t was recorded.

42 "iistory of York County in the Seventeenth Centuryh,
loce Cits, pe 2433 Clary, one clts, De GO,

43 Tyler, "Virginis Under the Comronwealth", loc.
clte, pPe 1935, : : '

44 TbId,.
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This controversy might have had very serilous
results if Inglish affalrs had not shifted vory
suddenlys Liichard Cromwell had succeeodod his
father as Lord Protector, but his troubled rule
of nine months was  ended by his resignation on
Hay 25, 1659« At this time, the lsadeors of the
oxlsting Cromwolllan army of approximately
20, 060 men realized that the situatlon necos-
sltated the calling of the lump Parliamment. Soon
aftor this a quarrol brokc out between the
parliamentary leadors and the amsy chiefs. I'inally,
George lonk, the Commander of the Commonwoalth
soldiers in Scotland, realized that public opinion
in England now seemed Lo favor the restoration of
thie monavrchy. iz Interventlon paved the wayrfor
the restoration of Charles II in‘Xay, 1660.é0

One of the‘féw conbomporary scurcss that 1o
prescrved from this period iz a 1etter thet wae

written on December 29, 1639 by a gon, Irancis

45 Re Be Jowab, A lew Listory cf crest Eritain,
oxford University Press, London, nede, DD» 366-3G7%

Leifs Larson, Listory of Zngland dnd the Irltish
Commonwealth, lenry liolt and Compeny, Hew Yorlz,

CCelUC2], pe 4043 Go ¥, Trevelyen, Inglend Under

fhe Stuarts (vols V. of A iistory of Ingland, ed.
by oIr charles Omen), Z26<CE0, :




101

Vheeler, who was living in London,‘to hisArather,
Nre Francis Wheeler, who lived at GQueen's Creek in
Virginias. The young man discussed his business,
tobacco dealing, at first; he then wrote "another
overturne in the Government of this nation: ye
soldgers turned out ye last iong rFarliament & for
a while woe were without any setled Covernment but
yo swordees The soldgers thiey are divided one
against anothor & £he poople they are divided some
for one government some fon another & how long thus
a kingdome divided ageinst itsell can stand I

know notssofather I think 1t would be convenient
for you to keepe a plantation & something in
Virg'a, the times being soe dangerous here."46

| Affairs in Virginia were unsettled and con~.
fused. wQuldvthe military leader, Gensral Monk, put
an end to the anarchy and bring about the restora=
tion off tho Stumrts? Was the Assenmbly to control
the Governor of the Colony? Thess questions were
brought to an abrupt solutlon by the rapid chaenge

of events, necessitating prompt actions. Faithful

46 Ibide, ppe 236=237. The letter is found In its
entirety in "History of York County in the
Seventeenth Century®, locs cilte., pes 244,
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- 47
Governoy l'athews diod In January, 1660, The

Asgenbly met in larch, 1680, and the Durgessos
declared ".s» that the suprcanc power of tho
government of tho countyry sihisuld bo resident in

the issomblyese untll guch a comuand and commission
cone out of Bngla?d as suall bo by tho Agseubly
adjudged 1awru1".‘8Tho next act of the Assembly

was tie electlon ol loyal Sir wWAlliam veriteloy as
Governor of Virginia., This formor governor had
renained quietly on his plantation and camo forth
to complete the cycle of Commonwoanlih and

49
Protoctorate in Virginia.

47 Ae U Gordon, Jre., "Samuel Hathews" (volume XiI

of pletionary of Amorican : Blosraphy, edeby
Inmas zalonef TZ£05e
48 llening, OhDe cit., Pe 530 is quoted by Wertenbalker,

Ope Gites Do 1108
40 TEanstd, op. oite, De 256
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AFPENDIX A

"There is recorded in Lower Norfoll County,
for the year 1655, an agrecment between a citizen
of Plymouth, Ingland, and a citizen of Lynnhaven,
Virginia, by the terms of which the latbter wes to
furnish one hundred hogsheadsol bobaccos IL the
cargo wao landed at Plymouth or London, tho frelight
charge undexr the contract was to be elght pounds
sterling; if in fealand or Iolland, nine pounds,.

Sainsbury Abstrscts voles 1651-165C, follo p. 144,

In 1653, Abraham Heed was Cined and imprisoncd
'becauae among othser things, he hod said that 'no
foreizners ought to bave trade in Virginiat,
which was declared to be contrary to the terms

. of the surrender to Farliament. Handoloh lSS.,

vole 131, pe 248." Phillp Alexander Eruce,

Zeonomic iilstory of Virginia Iin the Seventeenth

_ Century. Nacmlillen and Company, iiew York, 1896,
Pe 353
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AFPPEUDIX B

Order of lils Hlighnoss & Council, Jept. 13, 1655.

That petlilitlon of hichard
Bennett and Col Samuel HMathews
Agents for thoe Colony of
Virginia as also the humble
Repressntation of the Covernor
Counocil end Burgesses of the
Grand Assembly in Virginla
thereounto annexed belng both
directod to his Lighness and
by hinm referred to the Councll
for roroign Plantatlons to
be by them considered of and
upon exaninatlon of the fact
to report the state thercof
witn their opinion to the
Councile.

Salngbury Abstracts, ‘Vili, 02

Petition of Hichard Lennett and {eolonol Sarmel
ilathews to (the lord Frotector), Jan. £2, 1655-€.

Business of Virglnia re-
ferred to the Committee for
Plantations. Sothing done. A
roference obtalned to Lords
Com'rs Whitelocke and Widrington,
pray delivery of the papers
that they may melke thelr de-
fencossss

order of his Eighness & Counecil, July 15, 165G.

That petition of Richerd '
Eennett and Samuel lathews Lsq rs
Agenta for Vipginla and the rest
of the plantations in the lay
of Chesapeake bve referred to
Sir Charles lolsoley, Cols
Sydenham, Lord Visc't. lLisle,
3ir Filbert Plclroring, I're Hogs
or any two of them toc conslder
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thereof and report their opinion
theroin to the Council.

Report of the Zomuittee of the lJounecll to Vhom
the Petition of Col. liathews and Col. Eennet,
Agents for Virginis is heferred, July 31, 1656.

" ..z Have considered saild po=-
tition & report from LoPds
Whitelocke end Widrington about
the differences relating to
Virginla and Maeryland end are
of opinion that it be referred
to the Committee for Trade to
gonsider of the whole matter
and to state the case and ro-
turn their opinion to his
lighness and the Councils’

Indorseds, 'Hep't. by Sir
Che Violseley
31 July 166641

Order of his Eighness & Coancil, July 31, 1656.

On consideration of a re-
port of the Committee of the
Council to whom petition of
Richard Fennet and 3amusl
i'athews Xaq'rs, Lzents for
Virginia and the rest of the
plantations in the Bay of
Chesapeake was referred and
in concurrence therewith.
Ordered that said petiras to-
gother with the humble Repw
resentation of the Governor
Council & Burgesses of the
Grand Assembly in Virginia
therewlth annexed as also a
report from Lords Com'rs
Whitelocke and Viidrington
made to the Councill in pure
suance of his liighness rof-
erence to them upon petition



of Cecllius Lord Ealtemore and
the several papers thereunto
annexed be referred to tlie Com=
mittee for Trade who are to conwe
slder thereof and to inform
themselves of .the state of the.
case and thereupon to certify
the sameé with their opinlon to
hils ilighness and the Council.,

Ibide, DPe 56=57.
Order of his Highness & Council, Decs. 17, 1656.

Upon reading a certificate
from the Committee of Trade in
pursuance of the Couneil's Order
of 31 July last whereby 1t was
referred to them to consider of
the petitions of Richard Zennet
and Samuel lMathews, idAgents for
Virginia and the rest of the
Plantantions in the Pay of Chesa-
peake with the Hepresentatlon |
of the CGov'r Jouncll and
Burgesses of tho Grand Assembly
in Virginia and a Heport from
fhe Lords Comiss'rs Whitelocke
and Widrington upon petition of
Cecillius Lord Baltemore made to
the Council in pursuance of a
reference from his Hlghness,
Ordered that sald @Gertificate
and that whole matter be re-
ferred to the Committee of the
Council for Forelign Flantations
who are to speak thereln with
the partles and to report to
the Council what they shall con-
ceive £it to be done upon the
whole business, as also to cone
sider of what was now proposed
by the Lord Deputy and the Lord
Deputy is added to that Come
mittes.

Ibide, Do 152,
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APPEUDIX G

Order of his Highness & Council, Dec. 18, 1657.

Colonel Sydenham represents
from the Commlttee of the Council
for Jamalica to whom the report
from the Committee for his
Highness in America, concerning
Virginia was referred. That by
the said Report and a paper there-
unto annexed and signed by sev=
eral Msrchants trading to
Virginla, the Gov!y of Virginia
is get forth to have been a long
time unsettled, by reason where-
of and for want of sufficlent
Commlasions and authorities from
hence the hopeful improvements
there recelve no advance or en=-
couragement, whereupon sald
Com'tes for America do propose
it as necessary that sonme fit
person be sent thither by his
Highness as Governor® 2 do nome
inate lr. Idward Diggs in that
behalf, ag one that would satlse
£y all parties and interests

- among them & desire that (the
last ship of the year being
forthwith to go thither) his
Highness will at least nominate
g Governor, that the Country
may have intelllgence thereof,
and the minds of all concerned
be the better satisfied. Ordered
that it be offered to his
Highness as the advice of the
Council that hils Highness will
please to nominate such & person
to be Governor of Virginia as
his Highness shall think fit.

3ainsbury Abstracts, XVIII, 156-157.
¥ relers to Eﬁevfoifowing footnote tothe quoted
passage aboves
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Thelir dislike for monarchial
institutions and enthusliastic
love for what they regarded as &
republic, together with thelr
ignorance of many records which
have since gome to light, induced
Burk and Hening to give what ls
probably far from an exact justlce
of the freedom of Virginla between
1652 and 1660, They stete that the
- colony chose its own governors and
managed its own affalirs without
interference from England.
1t 18 true that Parliament -
and the Protector were too teooupied
with more weli hty and pressing
busliness to exercise much control
over the internal affalrs of
Virginia, but it is also probable
that their influence was much
greater then Purk and Liening bee
lieved. When the Parliement fleet
get out to reduce Virginia and
the other loyal Colonies, Richard
Bennett, one of the commlssioners,
bore a sealed letter from the
Council of State which was not to
be opened until Virginia was ree
duceds+ss The contents of this
letter are not knownj but as
Eennett was immediately chosen
governor by the Virginla Assembly,
it is g falr inference that 1t
contained an order or request to
that effect. Ho evidence has, as
yet, come to light showing the
reasons for the election of
Governor Edward Diggs on March 31,
16556, but the text shows that he
was believed to be persona gratsa
to the English Governmentasasse

Ibide, pe 158,
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