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RED BALLOON

I was at a parade once

And I saw

A red helium balloon

Float up out of the crowd

On the opposite sidewalk

I watched it float up

Into the clear blue sky

Then looked down to see

A small boy in tears

His arms stretched toward the heavens
As though the balloon might
Change its mind and return

If only he wished hard enough.

Oh, to be able to cry over something so
simple as a red balloon.
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